[image: image1.png]Contents

AN IMPORTANT SPEECH
BY PRESIDFNT JLANG ZEMIN

Pe ace Joit Hands in Cooperation and Building
a Futuro Together -

THE TASK OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT

Serial No. 46 Excepts af the First Press Conference
by Promicr Zhu Rongii..

March 1998
FEATURE ARTICLES
China and the world.
Qaly Development and Covperation
Can Bring Us Poace and Prosperity.
Chianges and Development

in the North-South Relations in 1997.

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES
A CPAPD Dulegation Headed by
President H Luli Visits Vietnam and Laos....
A CPAPD Delugation Visits Japan
An AAPSQ Delegation Visits China,

DOMESTIC ACTIVITIES
Some Highlights of the Aetivitics of the
Minth lerngtional Week of Science and Peace

A1

18

(Cover photo: Mme. He Lull, Vie-Chainoman of the Standing Commitee of the National
Teaple’s Congress of China and President of the Chincse People’s Associatian for Peace
and Disacaiament met the dalegation of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organisation

e by President Morad Ghialcb in March 1998)




[image: image2.png]Peice’: Mareh” F998.. 7

ierial MS 5,

AN TIMPORTANT SPEECH BY "RESIDENT JIANG ZEMIN

Join Hands in Cooperation and Building
a Future Together

fexcepts)

Chinese President Jiang Zemin deliv-
ered the speach entitled " Join Hands in
Cooperation and Building a Future To-
gether” at the informal sunmmit meeting of
East Asian heads of state or gavernmert in
Kuala Lumpur in mid-Decemher 1997.

Looking to the 21st century, we can say
with full confidence that relatively sound
conditions exist for East Asia lo raise its
economic and social development to & new
level.

First, it has become the shared under-
standing of East Agian countries to maintain
regional peacc and stability, dovelop the
economy, science and techuolagy. expand
mutually beneficial co-operation, and pro-
mote common prosperity. East Asian coun-
tries are- committed to the development of
their relations on the basis of mutual re-
spect, Ircating one another as equals and
non-interference in one anather's internal
alluirs and properly addressing some exist-
g differences through friendly -consulta-
tions. With political stability, East Asian
countries enjoy gnod relations among thern-
selves, This has provided an important pre-
requisite for the sustained economic growth

of East Asian countrics and the develup-.

ment of their economic co-Operation.

Second, East Asian counrries have built
up significant cconomic strength. Same
have entered the developed stage. others
2

have joined the rank of newly industrialised
nations, and still others have embarked on
the road of rapid growth. Endowed with
rich human and natural resources, countries
in this region have formulated heir devel-
opment strategies in hight of their actual
conditions, constantly readjusted their in-
dustrial structure, effected shifts in modes
of growth, promoted scientific and techno-
Jogical progress, and strengthened external
«conomic exchanges. All this has provided a
broad scope for East Asian countries 1o en-
gage in economic co-operation.

Third, the people of East Asian coun-
tries dirough their long historics have cre-
ated their own fing cultural traditions. These
cultural traditions attach great value o so-
cial communities, uphold such virtucs as
seli-respect and self-strengthening, arduus
elfort, industriousness, frugality, modesty
and cagerness to fearn, They stress harmony
in handfing human relations and stand for
peacaful coexistence in international rela-
tions. These cultural conditions constitute &
valuable spiritual wealth. As long as East
‘Asian countries keep up with the trend of
the times and carry forward and apply those
cultural traditions and wisdom with oriental
features in fight of their actual national
conditions whilc vigorously absorbing all
fruits of human progress and civilisation,
the development of economic co-operation
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in East Asia will be further boosted by these
spiritual motive forces.

Allin all, East Asia in today's world is a
force that cannot be ignored politically,
economically, culturally or geographically.
The prospect for East Asia’s coonomic de-
velopment is promising. East Asian coun-
trics can, through their own development
and mutual co-operation, provide useful ex-
perience and set a model for economic co-
operation amang countries and regions in
the world. They can also play an irportant
role in promoting the establishment of a just
and rational new international political and
cconomic order of peace and stability.

When we revicw the past and look into
the future, we realise that it is nocessary for
us to further strengthen East Asian co-
operation in order to ensure the fundamen-
tal interests of East Asian peoples and pra-
mate the lofty cause of peace and develop-
ment of mankind. We should uphold the
principles of mutual respect, equal partici-
pation, mutual benefit and common devel-
opment. We should intensify economic and
technological co-operation, especially high-
tech co-operation, sel up a rational eco-
nomic structure in the region and bring
about a  nom-exclusive and  non-
discriminatory model of economic co-
operation which will help countries make up
for their doficiencies by drawing upon
other's advantages and striking a balance

(Continved from pege 10)and negotiation,
while sciting store by maintaining the larger
interests of peace and stability

A prosperous and progressing. China
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among different interests, We should en-
gage in friendly dialogues and consultations
to build up confidence, broaden agreement,
seek cammon ground while putting aside or
addressing differences properly 0 as to en-
sure regional peace and stability.

Chine has always attached great
tance 1o and taken an active part in East
Asian co-operation. A key component of
China's foreign policy is (o maintain good-
neighbourly and fricndly relations and ex-
pand mutually beneficial co-oporation with
our neighbours. According to our blueprint
for cross-century development, China will
accclerate the establishment of a socialist
market econonty, spead up 4 fundamental
shift of the mode of economic growth and
maiotain 2 sustained, rapid and healthy
growth of the national economy. China will
perfect. its all-dimensional, multi-tiered and
widz ranging opening-up pattern, foster an
open economy and actively pariicipate in
regional economic co-operation and the
global multilateral trading system. China's
economic development will provide greater
opportunities for trade, investment and co-
aperation in this region and an access to a
huge market. Tt will also be conducive to
East Asia's overall economic prosperity and
stability, which will in turn benefit China as
well. As long as we work together, the
people of East Asia will certainly build a
better future in the new century.

needs a peaceful, stable and prosperous
East Asia. We will surely make our duc
contribution to peace, stability and prosper-
ity of Rast Asia.
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Excepts of the First Press Conference
by Premier Zhu Rongji

After Mr. Zhu Rongji was elected
Premier of the State Council, he gave his
first Press Conference on March 19, 1998,
Following is the excepts.

The tasks of this government, s
‘matter of fact, were set in the report deliv-
ered to the 15th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) by Gen-
eral Secretary Jiang Zemin last year. Yiang
has already.icentified them in very explicit
terms. And in speeches made by President
Jiang Zemin and Chairman of the Standing
Commiittes of the Ninth NPC Li Peng at the
closing ceremony of the National People’s
Congress (NPC), the tasks were also ex-
pounded in very specific terms

T can give some gencralizatians. That is,
the govemment i expected ts complete
these objectives: one ensuring, three putting
into places and five reforms,

One ensuring is: We must cosure that
the economic growth rate of China this year
reaches 8 percent, inflation must be lower
than 3 percent, and China’s Renminbi
(RMB) cannot be devalued.

This is an objective we must attain be-
cause it will have a bearing not only on the
development of China, but also on the pros-
pesity and stability of Asia

‘The main means we will adopt to reach
this objective will be increasing domestic
demand. Thanks to the success in
macroregulation and control efforts over
the past scveral.years, and also with the
moderate monetary and fiscal policies we
adopted, we have ellectively controlled the
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currency issue over the years and the infla-
tion index has been kept at a lower level.
Given these good conditions, we have the
possibility of channelfing more financial te-
sources to stimulate domestic demands. By
stimulating domestic demands, 1 mean we
will increase investment in construction of
infrastructure, such as railways, highways,
agricultural land and water conssrvancy
facilities, municipal facilities and environ-
mental protection facilities. We will also in-
crease investment in high-tech industries
and in the technical renovation of existing.
enterprises.

Of course, another important area is
housing development, because it will be &
new growth point in China’s national econ-
omy.

As for “three pulling into places,” the
first is that we have decided to enable most
large and medium-sized state-owned enter-
prises (SOFs) to be lifted out of their cur-
rent difficult situations in about three years,
and then to establish a modern enterprise
system in these firms. That is to say, we
st do this job well in three years

The secand is that, last year, at the na-
tional conference on financial work, a deci-
sion was adopted to make some reforms in
China’s financial system in three years: The
central bank of China must increasc and
stap up its supervision and regulation func-
tions, and commercial banks must operate
independently. This objective should also be
attained by the end of this century.
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“I'he third concerns the reorganisation of
government institutions. According to the
program on the reorganisation of institu-
tions of central govermnent, adupted by the
current session of the Ninth NPC, the num-
ber of ministries and commissions undcr the
State Council has been slashed fram 40 to
29, and we plan to cut in half the staff
working in govemment institutions within
three years, Correspondingly, lacal govern-
ments at various levels are also expected fo
achieve this reorganisation in three years,

T would like ta call your attention here
1o the fact that by three years, I am referring
to the re-direction of half of the govern
ment’s fanctionaries into their final posts
But re-directing those people from their
original posts can actually be completed
bufore the end of this year. You know, after
the now government takes office, we will
first determine the size, number of posts and
the nuntber of new government institufions.
But in order to redircet half of the people to
their new jobs and new posts, it will take
three years, You can understand they need
to be retrained and their own personal
wishes should also be taken info account so
that they can be assigned to posls in which
thoy can best demonstrate their competence
and skills. This will take a long time. But
with regard 1o the reorganisation of gov-
ernment institutions, that can be accom-
plished this year,

Regarding the five roforns; The first is
the reform of the circulation syslem for
grain. Thanks to the success of the agricul-
tural policy in China, we have had bumpor
harvests for three consecutive years. So
now China's grain reserves have been at a
historically high Jevel. 1 can say in a re-
sponsible manner, if therc would be serious
natursl disasters in the coming two years,
China will not suffer 2 grain shortage.

Serial NG

Tlowever, given the huge grain re-
serves, government subsidics in this regard
have 1o be correspondingly increased. So it
is necossary and imperative for us fo con-
duct reform in the marketing system of
grain

The second reform will involve the in-
vestment and financing systems, The current
system is implemented mainly through ad-
ministrative  examination and  approval,
which cannot bring into play the market's
fundamental role in resource distribution.
This has led to many duplicated construc-
tion projects. S0 we must conduct funda-
mental reform in this system, to bring the
investment and financing system in line with
intornational practices.

The third reform will be that of the
housing system. As I suid earlier, housing
development will be a new growth point in
China’s economy. So to achieve that objec-
tive, we must change the policy vf welfare
allocation of housing, so as to market and
conmercialise all houses, and all people can
purchase their own houses. We expect to is-
sue a new policy in the second half of this
year, afler many vears of study and delib-
eration. According to the new policy, we
will stop all allocation of welfare housing
and all housing will be commercialised.

The fourth reform will be reform of the
medical care system. Tn the sccond half of
this year, 4 nation-wide medical care reform
program is expected to come out, to cnsure
the basic welfarc of people.

‘The fifth reform wilt be the furtherance
of reform in the fiscal and taxation system.
The current system is the rosult of reforms
in 1994, which achieved great success in
ensuring the increase of goverament reve-
nues every year by (Continued to pagel4)
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China and the World

Fxcepts of the interview given by Mr. Qian Qichen,
Chinese Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister

At the end of 1997, Chinese Vice-
Fremier and Foreign Minister Qicn
Qichen was interviewed by the People's
Daily reporters. The following is the ex-
cerpts of the interview.

Many changes took place in the inter-
‘national situation and in rolations among big
powers during the year. The general ten-
dency is the acceleration of multipolariza-
tion.

Whether in the global or regional
sphere, or in the political or economic ficld,
the voice for independence, the force for
union and self-improvement and the com-
mitment to co-ordination and development
are being strengthened. Strategic adjust-
ment in relations between big puwers are
oceurring. All kinds of regional multilateral
co-operation systems are being developed
The developing countries are playing a
more and more important role on the inter-
national stage.

Economic factors have become more
important in international relations. Mutual
dependence between countries is deepencd
The financial crisis in Southcast Asia has
affected many countrics and regions, put-
ting forward a reason to strengthen co-
ordination between governments to meet
the challenges from an increasingly global-
ized economy.

On the Relationship of the Big Power
s

A striking feature in the year's interna-
tional situation is the adjustment of relations
among big powers. The frequent contact
between the United States, Europe and
Russia on European affairs and bilateral
meetings between China, the United States,
Tapan and Russia ttracted a lot of attention
from international commurity. Partnership
between big powers is developing towards
practical mechanisms rather than ideology,
which signifies the stabilising tendency of
big power relations.

While multipolarization is accelerating,
each country's sense of independence is
strengthened. Each country is busy adjust-
ing s relationship with other countries and
establishing an  intcrnational environment
favourable 1o its self.development, & stra-
tegic choice facing the 21st century.

We can see that, in the multilateral
partnership, each side focuses on secking
common interests and strengthening coup-
eration and co-ordination. It has become
malnstrcam to improve and develop rela-
tions. From this point of view, the changes
in relationships between countries are bene-
ficial to easing the international situation
and are conforms to historical trends of
peace and development.

On the Chinese Diplomacy in 1997

The year 1997 was uacommon for
China. It is a year with abundant rewards in
the arca of diplomatic work. Adhering to




[image: image7.png]Peace. arch' 1998

the diplomatic idea of Deng Xisoping and
following the independent foreign palicy of
peave, we sirengthened the neighbourly re-
lationship with surrounding countries, con-
solidated  cooperation  with ~ developing
countries and improved relations with west-
emn developed countries. China has taken an
active part in international and regional
multilateral diplomacy,*advocating a new
type of state relationship. that is neither al-
lied, nor in opposition to each other or di-
rected against eny third country. China ad-
vocates a new security concept that en-
hances confidence through dialogues. China
is also active in regional and continental
economic cooperation. It has played a
unique and positive role in promoting world
peace and development.

On Sino-US,-Russia and -Japan
Relations

Sino-US relations saw positive devei-
opment in 1997, marked by President
Jiangs visit to the Unitcd States. The two
leaders reached consensus on a framework
for and the direction of Sino-US relations
into the 21st century. Both sides agreed
they should handle their relations from the
long perspective and dedicatc themselves to
the establishment of a constructive strategic
partnership. A healthy and stable Sino-US
relationship not only conforms to the fun-
damental interests of the peoples in the two
countries, but alsa is sigificant to promot-
ing the world peace and prosperity in the
21st century. At the invitation of Chinese
President Jiang Zemin, US President Bill
Clinton will make his visit to China in 1998,
The Sino-US relationship is facing a new
opportunity. Meanwhile, some problems
still exist, of which the most important and
most sensitive is the Taiwan issuc. We be-
lieve that Sino-US refations can be healthy
and stable only if both sides strictly abide by

Sertal No.46"

the principles stated in the three Sino-US
joint communiques on handling the Taiwan
issue.

In recent years, the Sino-Russia rela-
tionship has developed well. The two
countries have established & strategic coop-
erative partnership directed towards the
21t century with mutual equality and con-
fidence. As permanent members of the TN
Security Council, the two countries share
wide consensus and fine cooperation on
may important intermational issues. [n April
1997, Chinese President Jiang Zemin visited
Russia, signing with Russian President
Boris Yeltsin a joint statement on the mul-
tipolarization of the world and the estab-
lishment of a new intemational order. Also,
China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan and
Tadzhikistan signed the Agreement on the
Mutual Reduction of Military Forces Along
the Border Areas. In November, Yeltsin
visited China and held the fifth summit
‘meeting with Tiang, declaring the successful
completion of the demarcation of the east-
ern section of the Sino-Russian border. The
political relationship between China and
Russia is good. With mutual cffort, 1 be-
lieve, the two countries can make new pro-
gress in trade and economic cooperation

The premiers of China and Japan ex-
changed visits in 1997, deciding to establish
a neighbourly cooperative rolationship on
the basis of Sino-Japan joint statements and
the China-Japan Treaty of Peace and
Friendship, thus allowing the following gen-
erations to benefit from the friendship. Now
the Sino-Japan rolationship is moving to-
ward a gaod direction. It is belioved that
prospects of the Sino-Japan relationship are
bright if the two sides stand at the present,
Took to the future and seek common ground
in the spirit of mutual respect, while putting
aside differences. It can be expected that

7
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Jiang's visit to Japan in 1998 will further
promote the healthy and stable development
of the bilateral relationship.

On the Relationship Between
China and EU

The relationship between China and EU
and its member countries saw stable devel-
opment in 1997, French President Jacques
Chica visited China in May 1997, declaring
a joint statement with China, deciding to
establish an overall partnership oriented to-
wards the 215t century and advacating mul-
tipolarity. The relationship betwsen China
and Germany continued to develop and the
spirit of mutual benefits and cooperation
was enhanced. Also, China and Britain
completed the smooth hand-over of Hong
Kong through the efforts of both sides.
British leaders expressed repeatedly a desire
1o regard Hong Kang as a bridge linking the
two countries. At the human rights confer-
ence of the UN in the first half of 1997,
France, Germany, Italy, Spain and Gresce
decided not to participate in the proposal
against China. The trade volume between
China and the EU was greatly increased.
Progress was also made between the fwo
sides in scientific and technological, educa-
tional and cultural fields. However, due to
ditferences in history and culture and in the
economic  development levels between
China and Europe, it is not strange at all
that the two sides hold different views on
some issucs. Strengthening diafogucs and
covperation is beneficial not only to reality
and long-term interests of the two sides, but
also to the world's peace, stability and pros-
perity.

On ASEAN
As a regional organisation, ASEAN has
become an important force in the Asia-
Pacific region and. even the whole world
8
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China has always attached great importance
and will continue to support the positive
role ASEAN plays in regional affairs, The
relationship between China aud ASEAN has
also made progress. They have completely
set up a partnership and @ framework for
overall dialogues and cooperation. Re-
cently, Chinese President Jiang attended the
informal summit meeting of the nine mem-
bers of the ASEAN and China, Japan and
the Republic of Korea and the first informal
China-ASEAN symmit. The Jeaders ex-
changed views at length on further
strengthening cooperation in various fields.
They declared a joint statement after the
meeting, deciding on a good-neighbourly
partnership of mutual trust oriented to the
21st century, which signifies 2 new stage in
the relationship  between China and
ASEAN,

On Relationship Between China
and Developing Countries

As one of the developing countrics,
China has always attached great importance
10 relationship with other developing coun-
tries. China's fiiendly and cooperative rela-
tions with many developing countries was
consclidated in 1997 Heads of the State,
government and parliament from nearly 40
developing countries visited China. By the
same token, Chinese leaders above the level
of vice-premier paid visits to about 45 de-
veloping countries. Abiding by the princi-
ples of equalily, mutual benefit, mutual ad-
vantages and common development, the bi-
lateral exchanges and cooperation in various
fields were promoted. In international af-
Firs, both sides continue their close coop-
eration and mutual supporl and increase
their co-operative exchanges in regional or
international multilateral organisations.
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Only Development and Cooperation

Can Bring Us eace and Prosper

y

Excepis of the Speech hy Mr. Qian Qichen, Chinese Vice-Premier and
Foreign Minister at the ASEAN 3Uih Anniversary in mid-Decenther 1997

In the 20th century to which we are
about 1o bid farewell, mankind has suffcred
two World Wars and the Cold War that
lasted more than four decades. Standing at
the threshold of a new century, we can see
quite clearly that peace, devclopment, sta-
bility and cooperation have come ta form
the mainstream of our times.

Summing up our past experience and
Tessons and preparing ourselves for future
opportunities and challenges, we nced o
acquire a new security concept and seek
new wags of maintaining peace.

The fact that the Asie-Pacific region
enjoys relative political stability and sus-
tained economic growth shows that securer
pence is the precondition for economic de-
velopment, Without peace, there can be no
development to speak of The rapid eco-
niomic development in the Asta-Pacific, East
Asia in particular, owes itself mainly (0 the
absence of any (hreat of war as countries in
the region have shown increasingly keen
political will to settle their disputes peace-
Lully. Security dialogue and cooperation are
being vigorously carried out a various lev-
cls and through varions channels. A favour-
ahle situation characterised by mutual rein-
forcement between political stability and
economic development has taken shape by
and large in the Asia-Pacific region. Just as
‘Prire Minister Dr Mahathir said some time
ago, "Nationai secutity is inscparable from

political stability, economic success and so-
cial harmony."

The security concept and the secl
regime of the Cold War era, based on mili-
tary alfiancos with ever escalating arnia-
ment, are in our vicw incapable of making
pesce. Dxpanding military blocs and
strengthening military alfiances under the
new situation only run counter to the trend
of the times, If lasting peace is to be se-
cured, it is imperative that we cultivate a
new security concept and seek now ways of
aining peace. They should include the
following elements

--State-to-state  relations  should be
based on the five principles of mutual re-
spect for sovereignty and torritorial integ-
rity, mutual  non-aggression,  non-
interferonce in each others internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
caexistence. This is the political basis and
prerequisite for regional and plobal security.
i this regard, the cultivation of healthy and
stable relations among the World's major
powers is crucial to peace and security at
both regional and global levels, We . have
noted with pleasure that since (he beginring
of this year, relations among major coun-
trics hiave continued to improve, which is a
positive development for our region's se-
curity

“Countrics should step up mutually
beneficial conperation and mutugl opening-
up in the economic spherc, do away with

¢
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inequality and discriminatory policies in
econumic and trade relations, and pursue
common prosperity by gradually narrowing
the development gap between nations. This
is the economic base for regional and global
security. The recent financial turmoil shows
that economic security is an important com-
ponent of stability and development. To
maintain a normal cconomic and finical or-
der requires not only a sound maco-
economic management regime and a sound
financial system, but also greater regional
and global financial cooperation, concerted
efforts ta ward off the speculative attacks
by intemational hot money and creation of a
stable and secure external economic envi-
ronment

~-Countries should eobance mutual un-
derstanding and trust through dialogue and
caoperation and undertake to resolve their
differences or disputes by peaccful means.
This is the practical way of cnsuring peace
and security. Security is murual. Security
dialogue and cooperation should be aimed
at increasing trust instead of creating con-
frontation. Tt must not be allowed 1o target
at any third country, nor undermine the se-
curity interests of other countries

We have noted with pleasure that over
the past thrce decades, especially since the
beginning of 19905, ASEAN cauntries have
worked unremittingly for national and re-
gional resilience and achieved remarkablo
success. In the course of its developmant,
ASEAN has initiated the famous ASEAN
Way, which highlights non-interference in
the internal affairs of the member countries,
rospects diversity, stresses equal participa-
tion, pursues conscasus throtgh consalia-
tions, cherishes mutvally beneficial voop-
eration and stands for incremental progress
Following this approach, ASEAN has
withstood numerous tests. In regional po-
litical, economic and security dinlogaes and
10
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cooperation, ASEAN has also played a
positive role in keeping with its unique ap-
proach in safeguarding peace, promoting
development and  strengthening  coopera-
tion

We have also noted with satisfaction
thal the relations between China and
ASRAN countries and between China and
ASEAN as an organisation have made sig-
nificant progress in the fast decade. Espe-
cially since China became a full dialogue
partner, Ching-ASEAN relations  have
reached a new level, Through frequent po-
litical exchanges, steadily expanding eco-
nomic cooperation and trade and candid
dialogue and consultations, we have en-
hanced mutual understanding, decpened
trust, broadened common ground and in-
creased friendship. Facts have shown that
China and ASEAN arc important forces for
peace and development, stability and coop-
eralion. Maintaining friendly relations and
cooperation between China and ASEAN
serves the interests of both sides and also
brings benefit to the Asia-Pacific region,

As a permanent member uf the UN Se-
curity Council and a major Asia-Pacific
country, China attaches great importance to
and works unswervingly for peace and
prospérity in the region.

In the first half of this year, China
sigoed with Russia, Kazakstan, Tejikistan
and Kyrgyzstan an agrccment on mutual re-
duction of military forces in the border ar-
eas

Recealy, China announced its new
move of unilateral military  reduction,
namely, on the basis of the cut by one mil-
lian traaps in the 198('s, an additional
500,000 troops will bo cut in the next three
years.

China will continue to seek scttlement
of disputes with its neighbours through
friendly consultation (Continued to page 3)
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Changes and Development
in the North-South Relations in 1997

by He fang, Senior Research Fefiow
China Academy of Social Sciences

In 1997, the changing North-South re-
lations resulting from the rising of the de-
veloping countries recorded new progress
The general trend saw a faster economic
growth of the developing  coun-
tries(abbreviated as the South)as a whole in
comparison with that of the developed
countries( the North), and the former status
as an important driving force for the devel-
opment of the world economy and interna-
tional situation was further elevated.
According 10 the estimation of some
suthoritative sources, the cconomic growth
tate of the South in 1997 recorded 6 5%, as
against less than 3% of the North. Not anly
East-Asia( with the exception of Japan) was
remarkable in its economic performance,
Latin-America was also catching vp fast
with a growth rate of about 4.5% and & in-
fistion ratc brought down to the lowest
fevel since the past half century. It is more
encouraging that the African countries have
entered a new era of sustained economic
growth, with growth rate averaging 4.5%.
Among the 53 countries on that continent,
40 countries wilnessed economic growth
rate higher than the population increase tate
and all the poorest 33 oncs accomplished
positive cconomic growth as never boforc
The overall economic volume and per capita
share of the South are growing at o rate
twice as much as that of the North, thus
continuously narrowing the gap( not to be

mixed up with the concept of the gap be-
tween the poor and the rich) between the
South and the North. This process of the
slight change will not be easily noted for the
time being due to the polar differences be-
tween the two bulk economies. Neverthe-
less, quantitative change is bound to bring
up qualitative onc. For instance, the por
capita GNP of R Korea in 1960 was a mere.
$ 80, orie thirty-sixth of $2,800 per capita
GNP of the US. Whereas in 1997, the fig-
ure for R. Korea grew lo more than
$10,000 as against $26,980 for the US, with
the ratio dropping sharply down almost to
1:2.7. The sustained fast economic growth
of the South in the last decade or so is ac-
knowledged to be an epoch-making change
in the world economy, hence becoming the
leading motive force. It is also gencrally be-
licved that the momentum will kecp up for a
fairly long periad of fime ta come, and the
proportion of the South economy in the
world total may even surpass that of the
North by 2010.

The outbreak of the financial crisis re-
cently in several Southeasl Asian mations
has been addressed by the press. This article
would fike to cmphasisc one point, that is,
the financial tunnoil is unlikely to imposc
sovere impact( if there is at all ) on the
status of the East Asia usually refereed to
China, the ROK and ASEAN or Asia plus
India) as the world economic growth cen-
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tre. Dating back to 1995, Asia siarted to
enjoy the same total export volume as the
US and Europe did, and twice the size of
that of Japan, hence becoming one of the
four trade centres in the world. From the
sweeping blow on the global economy by
the financial crisis starting with Thailand,
we should note that the significance of the
East Asian countries is implied if the factor
of globalization is not accounted. It is esti-
mated by the World Bank and the IMF that
East Asia shall still overtake the US and
Burope by 2010. Thus the trio-polar pos-
ture in the world coonamy before the
1990°s is being shattered by the fact that
East Asia is right on its way fo be the fourth
polar, The.new emerging polar in the world
ecanomy, especially in the South, indicates
a major change of historic significance in
the world economic patiern and the North-
South relations,

The development of the situation over
last year drives further a fact: the relations
between the North and the South was un-
dergoing fundamental changos due to the
ise of the latter, economically or politically
The ofd subordinate relationship has now
become a history. Economically, the unilat-
eral dependence of the South upon the
‘North has been translated into multi-laterat
interdependence and the depcndence of the
North on the South is growing faster as far
as trade is congerned. For example, the per-
centage of export of Asia ta the US in the
total export volume continues to decline
while the US's export to Asia is on a drastic
increase. The growth of bilateral trade be-
tween the US, Europ and Japan is far
slower than the trade cxchanges conducted
by any one of them with the South, with
which they consequently give priority to
developing trade relations. Politically, there
is now development in getting stronger by
association and achieving  independence
12
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from the North. With various existing or-
ganisations continuing their energetic ac-
tivities, some new international organisa-
tins, especially regional organisations ‘are
established to safeguard the interests of the
South. One example is the newly-
cstablished Group of 8 Developing Coun-
tries by major Islamic states. The confer-
ence of Non-Aligned Movement Foreign
Ministers held in India in April 1997 put
stress on safeguarding the national sover-
eignty and stability, a reflection that Non-
Aligned Movement remains to be one of the
important forces in the international grena
Another conference by 71 countries of Af-
rica, Caribbean and the Pacific Region held
lately called on these countries to advance
common development, with the slogan of
taking effective actions in solidarity. There
are more cases where countries in the South
oppose hegemonism and resist interference
cither individually or as a group, and the
anti-hegemonism  struggle s petting
stronger. For example, the Latin-American
countries unanimously resist the policy of
isolation and blockade imposed on Cuba by
the US. Burma i3 admitted into the ASEAN
despitc of western pressure and the recently
all-Arabic states oppose the US threat of
the use of force against Iraq, etc. The major
changes in North-South relations have led
Us to review some old conoepls, in which
the South was vften pushed to the brink of
the world economic stage, and regarded as
a force mergly brought to the scene rather
than acting positively as a motive force in
the pracess of econonic globlization, Tlow-
ever, the changes that are ovcurring in the
North-South relations will not completc all
at once, There is still a long way to go be-
fore the multi-pofarizarion pattern eventu-
ally takes shape.

It is the rising of the South that consti-
tutes the main clement expediting the pace
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of multipolarity. Tn his address 1o the Paki-
stani Parliament on Dec. 2, 1997, President
Jiang Zemin described that “the trend to-
ward multipolasity characterised by the rise
of the developing countries in large num-
bers, like a blowing torrent, is frresistible’

The year 1997 witnessed faster rise of the
big Countries and country groups in the
South, which played an ever greater role in
the international affairs and regional affairs
in particular. For example, nobody would
deny that India is a major power in Asia and
the Indian Ocean region, and ASEAN, as a
group of countries, enjoys more prominent
status and greater role in the Asian-Pacific
region compared with that of Europe and
Russia. The 10-year-old Rio Group has
emerged as the representative of Latin
America, and the status of the South Com-
munity has been on the rise rapidly. The
Organisation of African Unity and other
regional organisations of Africa(particularly
West and South Affica) have been making
ever.greater contribution to safeguarding
peace, promoting co-operation and address-
ing regional disputes. The rise of the big
countries and country groups in the South
has facilitated the multipolarity process in
bringing about a diversified world instead of
a world dominatcd by the major Western
powers. This is conducive 1o lasting world
peace and democratisation of intcrnationsl
relations as well as the establishment of a
just, rational, peacetial and stable new order
Undoubtedly, multipolarizatiun not only de-
pends on the rise of the South, the other
major element fies in the parity of the
strength  of the major powers, of in other
words, major powers are showing posture
of compurative balance pattern, relying on
and restraining each other at the same time.
A serics of recent summit meetings among
China, the United States, Japan and Ru
have set up the hasic framework for the re-

lations among major countries towards the
21t century. That was a reflotion of the
multipolarization process at an accelerated
pace. Moreover, the South also serves as a
balance force, a restraint and an impetas for
adjusting the relations among major powers
and maintaining the comparatively stable
relations.

In the past year, there were two ac-
celerating trends in the North-South rela-
tions: one is moving towards multipolariza-
tion, which shows the growth of strength of
the South and its strengthened independ-
ence. The other is moving towards globali-
zation, with the interdependence between
the Northern and Southern economies in-
creasingly deepened. There are some con-
tradictions and conflicts between the South
and the North, which also share some
common interests and requirements so that
they bound to coaperate. And the cooperai-
ton is expanding with a remarkable speed.
Actually, many countries from both the
Narth and the South have joined certain
regional organisations and groups besides
world-wide co-operation and joined the
same international organisations logether.
Economic co-operation is beneficial to all
participating parties though the benefits arc
decided by the cconomic strength and pol-
icy. Nevertheless, any country in the South
striving for social and economic progress
shoutd combine its efforts for Sovth-South
co-operation with an  enthusiastic partici-
pation in North-South co-operation. Those
who view the organisations and rules for the
North-South co-operation as a part of the
old order and therefore hang back in hesita-
tion would certainly suffer a big loss. That
is why more and more countrics in the
South have stepped up their effonts to open
wider Lo the outside world and tried to be in
line with international practices. These
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have manifested the trend towards globali-
zation and will hetp promote the process.
We should also be soberly aware of the
fact that the North still occupics an advan-
tageous position in an all-round way in the
North-South rclations.  The rise of the
South and the efforts to narrow the gap
between the North and the South have just
began. The North-South are at different
stages of development, For instance, as the
North has started to emphasise the quality
of development, the South can’t but focus
on speed: As the North has entered an in-
formation age, the South, faced with the ar-
duous task of industrialisation, has to work
in both ways. At present, the South is con-
fronted with grave challenges and heavy
pressures, &.g. irrational system, unbalanced
structure, technological  backwardness,
weak foundation, heavy debt burden, capital
shortage, income polarisation, rampant cor-
ruption, population explosion,  dograding
environment and so on, which are existing
to different degrees in the South countries.
To be worse, some countries have been

(Contiuned from page ) a very large mar-
gin However, the current problem facing us
is that more revenue comes from collection
charges. Various government institutions,
out of provisions and regulations of the
state, charged various fees from people. As
a tesult, peaple are heavly burdened and
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stuck in long-term turmail. More than 100
countrics in the South are greatly varied and
in drastic differentiation. The per capita in-
come of some countries and regions have
approached, or even exceeded the average
level of the North countries. But some oth-
¢rs continue to see the widening gap with
the North. The countries in the South will
experience mure differentiation, and rise
and fall in a long period to come, with the
superior being the winner and the inferior
being the loser in the fierce compatition.
On the whole, the rise and growth of the
South reflect a historical inevitability. This
is a valuable opportunity for each country in
the South. Whether or not to seize the ap-
porunity to achieve rapid development de-
pends on the subjective and objective con-
ditions including the choice of the right
road, the proper policy as well as the capa-
ble leadership. Otherwise even a good
chanee will be missed. There are good ex-
amples as well as many bitter lossons in this
regard. It all rolies on the correct ap-
proaches to be adopted.

have a lot of complaints. So this phenome-
non must be reversed,

Dxcept some necessary and required
fees, government institutions at various
Jevels arc prohibited from levying charges
and fees.
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A CPAPD Delega

n Headed

by President He Luli Visits Vietnam and Laos

At the invitation of the Vietnam Peace
Committee (VPC) and the Lao Committee
for Peacc and Solidarity (LCPS), a 7-
member delegation of the Chinese Peaple's
Association for Peace and Disarmament
{CPAPD) headed by Mme. He Luli, Vice-
Chairwoman of the National Committee of
the Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference and CPAPD President paid a
friendly visit to the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam from Dec. 15 to 2/ and to the Lao
People's Democratic Republic from Dec. 25
10 25, 1997, Top leadets of the govern-
ments and the ruling Parties and peace or-
ganisations of the (wo countries spoke
highly of the visit of the CPAPD detogation,
the first foreign visit by Mine, He Luli sincc
she assumed CPAPD President May
1997. They believed that the decision of
the CPAPD on the visit was a concrete
manifestation of close relationship between
Vietnam and China, and between Laos and
China as well and a vivid reflection of the
geeat importance China attaches to their
countries.

During their stay in the countries, Mime.
He Tufi and her party were accorded a
warm and friendly welcome, and a well-
arranged and courteaus rocoption by the
host organisations. Mme He held countor-
part talks respectively with Mr. Pham Van
Chuong, exccutive Deputy Minister of the
Commission for External Affairs under the
Central Commilige of the Communist Party
of Vietnam (VCP), Vice-President of the
VPC and- Mr, Singkapo Sikhotchoun-

namaly, the veteran goneral {rel.) and the
LCPS President. They bricfed each other on
the current political and economic situation
and social progress in their own countrics,
and exchanged views on the issues of coni-
mon interest concerning further develop-
ment of bilateral friendly exchanges and co-
operation. The leaders of both countries,
including Mr. Nong Duc Manh, Palitburo
Member of the VCP Central Committee and
President of the National Assembly of Viet-
nam, Mr. Le Quang Dao, Chairman of the
Central Committce of the Vietnam National
Front, and Mr. Samanc Vignakelh, Polit-
buro Member of the Central Committee of
the Lao Peoples Revolutionary Party
{LPRP} and President of the National As-
sembly of Laos, Mr. Oudom Khattigna,
Politburo Member of the LPRP Central
Committee and President of the Lao Front
for National Construction, Mr. Somsavat
Lengsavad, Foreign Minister and Minister
of the Commission for Foreign Affairs un-
der the LPRP Central Committee, Mr. Xay-
somphone Phomvitianc, Minister of Finance
and President of the Lao Association for
Friendship with China, met with Mme, He
and her party.

CPAPD President He Luli gave them a
brief’ presentation of the achievements of
Ching's reforms and opening up to the out-
side wotld and China's independent foreign
policy of peace. The CPAPD delegation and
the leadship of the two counlries reviewed
the traditional and long-standing friendship
(Contiuned to page 20)
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A CPAPD Delegation Visits Japan

At the invitation of the Hiroshima Peace
Culture Foundation (HFCF), a five-member
delegation of the Chinese People’s Assacia-
tion for Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD)
led by CPAPD Vice-President Jiang
Guanghua paid 2 friendly visit (o Hiroshima,
Tokyo, Kawasaki and Yokohama in mid-
December 1997

This visit witnessed the 25th anniver-
sary of the normalisation of Sino-Japanese
diplomatic relations. Not long before the
armival of the delogation in Japan, Premier
Li Peng’s visit to Japan was a complete
success, and recorded new progress for the
friendly relations between the two coun-
tries. Therefore, upon setting its feet in Ja-
pan, the delegation was accorded a cordial
and hospitable reception by the host. The
leaders of the HPCE, including Mr. Minon
Obmuta, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, Mr. Yorimichi Hasegawa, Executive
Director and Mr. Nobuhiro Hosomoto, Sec-
retary-General met the delegation. Mr
Takashi Hiraoks, Mayor of Hiroshima City
and President of the HPCP met with the
delegation, and entrusted Mr. Harata Ifi-
roshi, Executive of the Bureau for Civil
Affairs to give a banquet in honour of the
delegation, and Mr. Harata Hiroshi also
made a very friendly speech. Chairman Mi-
nory Ohmuta cxchanged views with the
delegation on the issues of common con-
cern, and the future bilateral exchanges,
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During their stay in Japan, the delega-
tion toured the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum and the Kawasaki Peace Museum,
paid respects to the monument to the
atomic victims and presented a wreath to it,
watched a documentary film on atomic
bombs explosion and held discussions with
the atomic radiation victims, visited the Hi-
roshima Sanatorium for Atomic Vietims and
the Radiation Effects Research Foundation.
In Tokyo, the delegation called o the Japan
Council Against Atomic ‘& Hydrogen
Bombs and Japan Congress Against A-and
H-Bombs. The defegation also toured the
Mishima Foods Co., Ltd., the Hiroshima
Central Market and held discussions with
the persons in charge

Thanks to the host's considerate ar-
rangement, this visit was full of rich and
substantial itinerary. With fruitful results,
the visit helped enhance mutual understand-
ing, strengthen co-operation and fiiendship
between the two sides.

The CPAPD and the HPCF have shared
friendly exchange of visits for many years,
and have done a lot of uscful work in pro-
moting mutual understanding between the
pooples of the two countries and maintain-
ing regional peace and stability. The two
sides hope that they will further strengthen
mutual exchanges and co-operation, work
still harder for the common cause of man-
kind.
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An AAPSO Delegation visits China

At the invitation of the Chinese People’s
Association for Peace and Disarmament, a
delegation of. Afra-Asian Peaples’ Solidar-
ity Organisation(AAPSO) headed by Dr
Morad Ghaleb, AAPSO President com-
pleted a successful visit to  China from
March 20 to 27, and left for home on
March 31 via Beijing after a short trip to
Japan.

During their stay in Beijing, Mme. He
Luli, Vice-Chairwoman of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Con-
gress(NPC) and President of the Chinese
People’s Association far Peace and Disar-
mament(CPAPD) met the delegation and
gave a banquet in honour of it. Mme. He
extended & warm welcome to the AAPSO
delegation, and briefed the delegation of
the First Session of the Ninth NPC, at
which she was elected Vice-Chairwoman
of the NPC. She alsc pointed out that, the
exchanges of visiis, cspecially the ex-
changes of views on the major issues of the
international situation are conducive fo en-
hancing mutual understanding between the
two non-governmental organisations so as
10 make concerted efforts for maintaining
world peace and stability and promoting
prospetity and development

Mme. Huan Guoying, Member of the
National Commiltee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Potitical Consultative Conference and
Vice-President of the CPAPD held a
working session with the delegation, ex-
pounding the Chinese independent foreign
policy of peace, sharing with it the assess-
ment of financial crisis in Southeast Asian
nations, Mr, Peng Sen, Secretary-General
of the then State Commission for Eco-
nomic Restructuring had a discussion with

the delegation, cutlining the general picture
of the economic restructuring in China, and
also answered some questions raised

Besides Befjing, the delegation also
travelled to Zhengzhou in Henan Province
and Shanghai. In Zhengzhou, Henan Proy-
ince, the delegation toured Liuzhuang Vil-
lage in Qiliying Township and was given a
brief account of the household contract re-
sponsibility system. In Shanghai, the dele-
gation toured Pudong Development Zone,
where they learned the use of foreign funds
and investment. Mr. Yu Jizhua, Deputy-
Director of Henan Provincial People’s Con-
gress and M. Ren Qigui, Deputy-Director
of Shanghai Municipal People’s Congress
respectively met the delegation and gave a
dinner in honour of it, and also briefed them
of the local progress of the reform and
apening-up

All the delegation members including
Dr. Morad Ghaleb, AAPSO President, Mr.
N. A. Razzak, AAPSO Secretary-General,
and Mr. E A Vidysekara, AAPSO Co-
ardinator visited China a few years ago. On
the recent trip, they considered the changes
in the 1990s in China miraculous and it is
especially true with Shanghai, which has
taken a entirely new look.

Both leaders of the two organisa-
tions betieved that the frank cxchanges help
strengthen mutual understanding, They also
expressed wishes for furthering friendly ex-
changes, and working even harder to pro-
mote South-South co-operation, to advance
the sustained coonomic development of the
developing countrics, to give full scope to
the role of the developing countries in the
(Contiuned to Page 20)
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DOMESTIC ACTIVITIES

Seital NoAB:E

Some Highlights of the Activities
of the Ninth International Week of Science and Peace

The Chinese People’s Association for
Peace and Disarmament(CPAPD)  and
China Association for Seience and Technol-
0gy(CAST) together with the relovant ad-
ministrative departments, people’s organi-
sations, democratic partics, research insti-
tutes and the media jointly initiated the
China Organising Committee of the Ninth
International Week of Science and Peace
{IWS5P) and conducted large-scale activities
dusing the IWSP from 9 1o 16 November
1997. The purpose of the IWSP was to
make publicity of the important role playcd
by the scientific progress in maintaining
world peace, promoting human progress
and economic growth, to express espira-
tions for foving scicnce and peace by peoplc
from every field, and to reinforce the public
sense for science and technology and inel-
lectual quality,

With the objective of “Developing
Science and Benefiting Mankind™ inscribed
specially for IWSP activities by Mr. Li Rui-
huan, Chairman of the National Committee
of the Chinese Peopie’s Political Consulta-
tive Conferenc, and with the theme of
population, environment, resources and
sustained development, the activities were
divided into the following ten topics: papu-
lation and resources, environment and de-
velopment, hygiene and health, science and
peace, science and youth, science and pub-
lic, science and agriculture, science and
culture, science and talents. In line
objective and theme, all the paricipating
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units separately conducted diversificd ac-
tivities such as exhibitions, sominars, lec-
tures, social gatherings; conducting  essay
contest, quiz programs, evening cultural
performances, exhibitions of the Chincse
paintings and calligraphy, il week, sports
meef; opening the scientific and cultural
museums free 10 the society during the
week, conducting frez consultations on
health and disease diagnosis, and taking the
scientific application and health care as well
as poverty-alleviation activities to the rural
areas,

The Qrganising_ Committee of  the
Ninth International Week of Science sol-
emnly held the Opening Ceremony at the
Great Hall of the People on 9 November
1997, The national leaders including Mr.
Wang Guangying, Vice-Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress, Mr. Zhu Guangya and
Mme. ITe Luli, both Vice-Chair of the Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese People’s
Pofitical Consultative Conference, attended
the Opening Ceremony. Prescnt at the
Opening Ceremony were also representa-
tives of the participating units, diplomats of
some of the Embassies in Beijing, represen-
tatives of the UN Offices in China, the
Japanese good-will delegation from Na-
gasaki invited by the CPAPD as well as
over a thousand audience including many
primary and middle school students

Mme. He Luli, also CPAPD President,
delivered the opening address. She stated
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that China is a staunch force for safeguard-
ing world peace and stability. In order to
carry out the socialist modernisation pro-
gram, China needs a long-term peaceful
international environment, and above all, it
needs to maintain good relations with the
surrounding countries. China's development
will not pose any threat to any other coun-
try. The Chinese peogle, for a long time
subjected to aggréssion, oppression and
humiliation by foreign powers, will never
inflict these sufferings upon others. She em-
phasised, General Secretary Jiang Zemin
solemnly declared at the 15th National
Congress of the CPC in late 1997 that, in
addition to the army reduction by one mil-
lion men in the 1980s, China will reduce the
armed forces by another 500,000 in the
three years to come. This measure demon-
strates the determination and sincerity of
China in maintaining world peace and re-
gional stability, and will receive full support
from the Chinese people and appreciation
from the peaples of the world

CPAPD President He pointed out,
peace and development are the main themes
of our times. The general global situation is
moving toward relaxation av large. The
peaple wish to see a world of peace, scau-
sity, equality and sustained development
Hlowever, the Cold War mentality is still in
existence, and hegemonies and power poli-
tics are the main source of threat to world
peace and stability. There is a serious phe-
nomenon of interference in the internal al~
fairs of other countries on various excuses.
Regional conflict due to ethnic, refigious
and territorial disputes surface here and
thete, hence, the world is not in tranquillity
at all. Under the current drastic changes of
the international ~ situation, China consis-
tently pursues the independent foreign pol-
icy of peace, is devoted (o the establishment
of the just, rational, stable and democratic

+ Senlal’

new intemnational political and economic
order, Joining the hands of the peace-laving
peoples in the world, the Chinese people
will redouble their efforts to bring -a better,
peaceful and prosperous world into the 21st
century.

Mr. A N. Holcombe, Resident Co-
ordinator of the UN system in China said in
his congratulatory massage, we live in a era
of realignment. Peace and development are
two major themes for the human society as
a whole, and they are inseparable. Without
peace, there will be no sustainable human
development, He commented, the inaction
in the face of massive violence and threats
to international peace and security is not ac-
ceptable, or viable opinion . There should
be no illusion that it can be achieved on the
cheap. He appealed to the international
community to make greater efforts to pro-
mote peace and development

Prof. Shigetoshi Iwamatsu, on behalf of
the five member. good-will delegation from
Nagasaki, Japan invited by the CPAPD for
a friendly visit to China, said in his con-
gralatory message at the Opening Cere-
mony, Ifiroshima and Nagasaki were at-
tacked by the American atom bombs at the
end of the Japanese aggressive war. After
the defeat of the war, the Japanese govern-
ment should take the international initiative
of the campaign against nuclear weapons
which were to be exterminated from the
earth as the anti-humanity weapons. On the
contrary, the Japanese government followed
the US military policy, depending upon her
“ nuclear umbrella” . And the US and Japa-
nese cabinet officials gave approval to a
new agreement on defence and military co-
operation on the 23 of September this year.
In spite of the provision of non-war-
potentials of the Constitution, the Japanese
military role has been given much more
fearful threat and uneasiness to the peoples
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of Asian nations as well as to the Chinese
people.

He also emphasised, among the Japa-
nese people, _some have been working
against the Japanese government’s untaith-
ful auitudes, and demanding the govern-
ment for reflection, apology and compensa-
tion upon responsibility for Japanese cruel
aggressions. They belong to those people,
and they eamcstly hope that the friendly
circle of solidarity between Chinesc and
Japanese peoples would develop wider and
wider.

(Contiuned from page 15) berween China
and Vietnam, and between China and Laos,
and renewed the militant friendship of the
peoples forged in the common struggles
against foreign aggression and for national
independence and liberation, and expressed
their common wishos for develaping good-
neighbourly rolations and cooperation of
mutual benefit towards the 21st century.
Following their visit to the two capital cities
Hanoi and Vientiane, Mme. Fle and her
party toured the cities of Ha Long and Ho
Chi Minh in Vietnan, and later Luangpra-

(Contiuned from page 17) global affairs,
and in the struggle against hegemonism,
power politics and interference in the inter-
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Since 1989, the Chinesc People’s As-
sociation for Peace and Disarmament and
China Association for Science and Technol-
ogy, together with scores of other organi-
zations, have conduted in nine consecutive
years the activities of the International
‘Week of Science and Peace. These activities
have won the support of the leaders of the
Party and government and people from all
ficlds, attracted a Jarge number of young
people to participate. Some diplomats and
representatives of the UN system in Beijing
were also invited. The activities have been
reccived very well both at home and abroad.

bang in Laos, where they were accorded a
cordial welcome and hospitality by their lo-
cal hosts.

The visit has resulted in a complete
success and played & positive role in further
promoting mutual-understanding and good-
neighbourly relations between China and
Vietnam, and between Chia and Laos, and
in developing bilateral exchanges and coop-
eration of mutual benefit hetween the
CPAPD and the VEC, and between the
CPAPD and the LCPS,

nal affiics of sovereign countries, and in the
mainenance of world peace and stability.




