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Comrade  Deng
Xisoping, a beloved
Jeader of the people of
all the Chinese na-
tionalities, passed away
on February 19, 1997,

Comrade  Deng
Xiaoping was an out-
standing loader enjoy-
ing high prestige by the.
Parly, the army and the
people of all nationali-
ties throughout China.
He was a great Mae-
ist, great revolutionary,
sttesman,  military
strategist and diplomat,
a chief architect of the

Deeply Mourn the Loss of
Deng Xiaoping

Seviid N0 43

Chinese  reform  and
opening-up and mod-
emisation drive, foun-
der of the theory of
building socialism with
Chinese characteristics.

‘The Chinese people
of all nationalities
moum the loss of Com-
vade Deng  Xiwoping
with profound grief
‘The international com-
munity also expresses
deep somow over his
passing away. The me-
dine  throughout  the
world eulogise his his-
totical  contributions.

Some peace and disarmament organisations, research institutes and intermational organisa-
tions, which have relations of friendly co-operation with the Chinese People’s Association for
peace and Disarmament, have faxcd letters of condolence 1o the Association to express their
deep sorcow over the death of our beloved leader Deng Xiaoping.
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China Enhances Good-Neighbourly Relations

——Summary of President Jiang Zewsin's Visit fo Four Asian Cotntries

Chinese President Jiang Zemin paid &
stato visit to the Philippines, Indi, Pakistar
and Nepal at their respactive invitalions from
November 26 to December 5, 1996. During
the visit, Prosident Jiang  Zemin held ex-
changes in depth and reached brosd consensus
with the leaders of the four counfries on bilat-
eral  refations, and international and regional
issues of mutual concarn. China signed ac-
cords, agreements or exchanged notes total-
ling 17 with the four countries in the field of
politics, economy, maritime shipment, envi-
ronmental protection, and anti-drug, ete

On the Visit to the Philippines

Duning his wvisit to the Philippines, Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin held talks with President
del Ramos, The lenders of the two countries
expressed their readiness to further strongthen
eo-operation and make concerted efforts so as
fo establish good-neighbourly, mutual-trust
and co-operative relations with an eye loward
the 21st century. President Jiang said, we
should consider the Sino-Philipyise ralations
from lang-term and strategic  perspective,
China has insistently given importance to the
Sino-Philippine relations and regarded the
‘maintenance and development of the Sio-
Phitippine friendly relations as an important
part of strengthening her relations with the
neighbours.

With respect to the issue of the South
China Sca, the leaders of the two countries
come o an important consensus, They both
unanimously believe that the two countries
have achieved positive progress on how to
properly handle the issue as a result of the bi-
lateral efforts, the two sides should conduct

peaccful consultations, shelf the disputcs and
swork out mutual development plass,

“Iie leaders of the two countrics are op-
timistic sbout the prospect of the Sina-
Phiippine relations.

Regarding the Sino-ASEAN rclations,
Prosident Jiang said, to develop the  Sino-
ASEAN fong-term and good-ncighbourly re-
lations is an important component part of
China’s fareign policy, China is ready to fur-
ther enhance bilateral relations  with the
ASEAN countries and to make due contribu-
tions to the regional peace, stability and pros-
poriy.

Prosident Ramos expressed his agreement
with President Jiang's remarks.

On the Visit to Tndia

During the visit to India, Prosident Jiang
Zemin met with President Shankc Dayal
Sharma and 1ok Sablia Speaker Pumo
Sangma, and held talks with Prisne Minister
L. D. Deve Gowta, President Jiang said,
batlt China and India are the Jargest develop-
ing countries in terms of population in the
world, and currently both arc alse shouldering
an important mission of develuping their
economies and raising their people’s living
standards. Either side does not constitute 4
threat to the other side between the two coun-
s, The converging inferests of the two sides
are far greater than the difforence in existence,
Clima is sincerely hoping to maintain a long-
1erm peaceful coexistence, gocd-ncighbourly
relations, mutual-beneficial co-operation and
mutual assistance for development with Tndia.

Leaders of the two countries have made

explorations and reached consensus on the
k
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establishment of future-oriented, constructive
and co-operative partnership on the basis of
the Five Principlos of Pescoful Coexistence
yointly initiated and promoted by China and
Tndia. Both sides believe the establishment of
his relationship not only serves the fimdamen-
tal interests and comunon aspirations of the
two peoples, but is also conducive 1o peace,
stability and development in Asia as well as in
the world

With respect to the border issus, Presi
dent Jiang Zemin pointed out, we have consis-
tently adopted @ positive attitude toward the
settlement of the Sino-Indian border problem
inherited from history. We fully believe thar
China and India have the capability to seftie
the problem left over from history through
peaceful negotiations, and hope, in the spirit
of wutual-understanding agreed by the two
sides, 1o search for fair and reasonable solu-
tion 1o the border problem on an early date
possible

Prime Minister Gowta haped peace
would remain along the border line and sug-
gosted that the two countries work towards
solutions both can accept and tum the border
wio a bridge of friendship and mutual
benafit. He said, as both sides arc devoted to
reform  and cconomic construction, India
shares with China the wishes to keep the bor-
der peaceful

During Jiang’s visit, the two countrics
signed the Agreement on the Military Confi-
dence-Building-Measures Along the Line of
Actual Control in the Sino-Indian Border
Area. Both sides believe that this is an impor-
tant measure for the two counlries in building
mutual trust. The signing and enforcement of
this agreement are condusive o the formula-
tion of the bilateral  consultative and co-
operative mechanism in the borders areas, to
speeding up the provedure of finalising the
actual control line and further promoting
peace and stability in the border areas, thus
creating a fine atmosphere for the two coun-

Sarial. NoAF

tries to finalise the settlement of the border
problem.

On the Visit to Pakistan

During the Visit to Pakistan, President Ji-
ang Zemin held talks with President Farooq
Ahmed Khan Leghari and met with Prime
Minister Malik Miraj Khalid. The leaders of
the two countrics  sang high praise of Sino-
Pakistani friendship, were ready to make con-
certed efforts for the development and pros-
perity of the two countries and build a all-
round co-operative partnorship with an eyo
towards the 21st century.

President Jiang, in his important speech
delivered in Islamabad, pointed out, China and
South Asian countries all belong to developing
cauntries, are devoted to developing their na-
fional economies and raising the living stan-
dards of their people, and thus need 2 peace-
ful, stable international environment, and par-
ticularly a sound environment with their
neighbours,

He said, we are ready to join hands with

the South Asian nations to construct  long-
term, stable, friendly and 21st century~
oriented relationship, hersby, 1 propose the
following:
1. Expand exchanges and deepen tra-
ditional friendship. Mutual understanding
and trust should be deepened and closer ties
be strengthencd through all sosts of exchanges
and especially the direct contacts and dia-
loguss between the high-leve! leaders.

2. Respect each ather and foster good-
neighbourly relations for generations to
come. China persistently halds that all coun-
tries are squl, be they big or small, weak or
strong, tich or poor, and are resolutely op-
posed to the hegemonic practices of infringing
wpon sovereignty of other countries and inter-
fering in other countries” intemal affairs, and
China will never seek hegemony itself. China
always respects soversignty and territorial in-
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tegrity of other countries, and hopes that het
position for achicving national reunification
and apposition fo the nationaf dismemberment
is also undesstood and respected by other
countries, China is ready to mnaintain harmoni-
ous velations with the South Astan countries
on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. China will forever remain o
trustworthy friend and neighbour to the South
‘Asian nations.

3. Seek wmutaal henefit and promiote
mutnal development. We should, on the ba-
sis of equality and mutual benefit, conduet di-
versified and effective economic and technical
co-aperation to make up for each ofher's de-
ficiencies,

4. Seek common ground ‘while mi
mise differences and properly handle dit-
ferences. China and South Asian countries are
Tocated as neighhours, have a great deal of
common ground and the converging interests.
We stand for seeking common ground on
tajor ones while teserving differences on wi-
nor ones, looking at the differences and dis-
putes from the long-term perspective, and
taking inta account the over-all interests,
scarching for fair and reasonable solution
through consultations and negotiations. For
those problems that can not be settled for the
time being ean be shelved temporasily so that
they will not unduly affect the normal stae
Telations.

S. Seek unity and co-operatiun, and
wark together for a better future. The his-
torical experionce indicates tha only by
strengthening solidarity and co-operation and
achieving healthy economic development, can
the developing countries secure thai fovthold
in the community of nations in the world, ef-
factively resist hegemonism and owtside inter-
farence, safeguard the national independence,
savercignty and interests,

Prosident Jiang said, without stability and
development in South Asia, there would be
o peace and prosperity in Asia at large.

Neriaf: No.d3

China, a5 cver before, supports South Asian
regional co-operation, supports the propasal
and appeal for establishing South Asian Nu-
clear-Free-Zone and Indian Ocean Peace
Zone, and supports alf eflorts conducive to
South Asion Togional poace, stobility wd de-
volopment. The Chinese people are ready to
work with the peoples of South Asie and the
wotld to strive for pioncering a new centary of
peace and co-operation and for creating a
s warld of stabity and prosperity.

On the Visit to Nepal

During the visit to Nepal, President Jiang met
with King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev and
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deubs,

Prosident Jiang said, China and Nepal
have been good ncighbours enjoying long-
time amicable relations. There is no unsettled
problem in the relations between the two
countries, The bifateraf refations are character-
ised by the following: treating cach other on
an equal footing, promoting friendship and
frust, supporting each other and co-operating.
sincorely vith one anather. We are ready fo
continuously stengthen Sino-Nepale friendly
relations, further deepen the economic cu-
operation, and make concerted efforts to build
good-neighbourly parmership for gencrations
to come 50 25 to meet the challenges of the
2151 Gontay.

King Birendra spoke  highly of the
friendly and mutuel beneficial co-operation
‘between the two countries. He hoped that hoth
sides would exert more efforts to expand the
co-aperation

During the maeting between Presideat Ji-
ang and Prime Minister Deuba, the Izaders of
the two countries unsnimously agreed that the
two govermments should take further meas-
ures to ensurc the border between the two
countries to become a lic of peace and friend-
ship for ever.
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Detente Continues, Potential Danger Looms:
A Review of 1996 Global Situation

by Zhang Dechen and He Gang

The international situation of 1996
witnessed many changes, Exports and
scholass at a recent seminer staged by the
China Centre for International Studies con-
tended that the world exhibited the follow-
ing characteristics last year a tendency to-
wards relaxation continues, but some hid-
den dangers still exist, the multi-potar trend
continues to develop and relations between
the big powers have become more compli-
cated and volatile; developing countries
have fortified their international standing
and heightened their awarencss of inde-
pendence.

Detente vs. Conflict

Overall international relations in 1996
continued, as in previous years, to be char-
acterised by relaxation. Although new con-
flicts erupted in some rogions of the world,
they had minimat overall influence. Detente
is still the main trend. With the joint efforts
of the international community, Bosnia-
Herzegovina formed 4 joint iripartite gov-
crament through gencral elections and &
peace agreement was basically imple-
mented. The Russian federal government
reached a cease-fire agreement with Chech-
nya rebels (o bring a virtual ead lo fighting
in the breakaway region. The military con-
frontation between the United States and
Traq was at a low ebb. According to statis-
tics, the number of regional or civil conflicts
last year greatly decreased from 1995,

‘While some regional conflicts receded,
other new hot spats flared up. The war

6

between the Taliban armed forces and their
vivals for power in Afghanistan escalated,
aggravating the tensions in the region, The
Great Lakes region of Africa witnessed fre-
quent conflicts stemming from the Rwandan
refugee issue, arousing great concert in the
international community. Israeli foreign
policy became more hard-line with the elec-
tion of a Likud government. The Isrzeli-
Palestinian dispute over an Istacli troop
withdrawal from Hebron and the ownership
of Jerusalem sharpened 1o hinder progress
in the Middle East peace process. The in-
crease of hot spots of tension around the
world is a contimuing cause for concern,
making the promotion and safeguarding of
pesce a difficult task,

Tt must be realised, however, that
many of the regional conflicts which have
taken place in recent years are civil or eth-
nic wars with Jimited influence on the global
situation. From the long-term viewpaint, it
has increasingly become an international
trend to settle conflicts pofitically through
dialogue,

Security and Idenlogical Factors

Many scholsss argued that the most
prominent feature of the international situa-
tion last year was the increased importance
of geopolitical, mifitary and security factors.
At the same time, they pointed out, the
world has become more complex and
changeable, fivalsy between major powers
intensified, and countries continued to give
priority to economic development and im-




[image: image7.png]Haeah 208

portance to the outslanding role of eco-
nomic factors in international relations.

These are reflected in the following
facts: (1) The momentum towards (arge-
scale reduction in military expenditures after
the end of the Cold War hss stopped. Some
countries have even increased spending,
parlly to upgrade their military forces. (2)
Some countries in the Middle East, Asia
and Africa drastically increased their pur-
chases of weapons on the international mar-
ket. {3) Certain big powers sought 10 read-
just the security Jegacy ieft from the Cold
War in order 1o gain a favourable straiegic
position. In the Asis-Pacific region, the
signing of the Joint Declaration on Security
Co-operation - which enlarges defence vo-
opetstion between Japan and the United
States -- and the issuance of a joint state-
ment between the United States and Aus-
tralia on forming a strategic partnership in
the 21st century strengthened the military
relationship between these countries, In
Europe, the struggle between the United
States and its allies over NATO leadership
and wrangles between the United States and
Russia over NATO eastward expansion
have a bearing on the future European se-
curity structure, and in essence 2 contention
for leadership over Eurapean defence, (4)
Regional rivelries intensified. The conten-
tion for influence in the former East Euro-
pean allies of the former Soviet Union be-
tween the United States, Russia and West-
ern Burope and big power rivalry in the
Middle Esst and the Gulf region take on a
noticenble geopolitical character.

In addition, many experts pointed out
that the current international struggfe has
spilled over from economic, political and
military concerns into the areas of ideology
and culture. Tn fact, the post-Cold War
world is being increasingly trovbled by
contentions in the area of cultural values,

Serial Noid3

This is in essence an argument about defini~
tions of human rights, sovereignty, models
of development and civilisation, broadly
summed up as & struggle for what kind of
"new world order" should be established.
This clash between different culturcs and
civilisations are new characteristics of the
world situation.

Generally speaking, economic inrerests
have oceupied the leading position in post-
Cold War international relationships. But in
recent years geopolitical, military, seourity
and ideological factors have vome to the
fore. This suggests that the ropercussions
from the disintegration of the old world or-
der has not subsided yet and the world is
stil not at peace.

Multipolarity

The trend toward multipolarity in the
world contimied 1o devalap, but by and
farge the world remained dominated by one
superpower and 2 number of major powers
last year, Within this context, relationships
between major powers have certainly be-
come more intricate The contradiciions
between one superpower and other powers.
are getting more and more obvious

Last year saw the most flagrant wield-
ing of hegemonic practice and power poli-
tics by the United States since the end of
the Cold War. Washington, backed by its
strong economy and increased overall
strength, tried to assume the role of “wuild
leader™, pursued a forcign policy of nilat-
eralism, imposing its will on others. lts he-
gemonistic acts were strongly opposcd by
1he international community, and resulted in
increased tensions in its relations with other
wajor powers.

US-Russian relations could be de-
scribed as “cold peace” While attcmpting
10 stabilise its relations with Russia and pre-

Pl
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vent the latter's internal situation from los-
ing control, the United States continued to
pursue 8 policy of containing and wesken-
ing Russia. The two differ significantly on
NATO's eastward oxpansion, reduction of
nuclear weapons, relations with other mem-
bers of the Commonwealth of Independent
States and Middle East peace negotiations.
“The essence of the contradictions between
them is that Russia is trying to restore and
maintain its big power status, while the
United States is doing its utmost to prevent
it from staging a comeback so as to con-
solidate and expand its “victory" in the Cold
‘War, thus deepening the rift between them.

The European Union apposed US he-
gemonistic actions such as the Helms-
Burton and D'Amato Acts and the election
of the new UN Secretary-General. Lurope
demands a greater role in NATO. The Asia-
Europe meeting excluded the United States,
while France actively look part'in the Mid-
dle East peace process. All these indicale
that Europe, with an enhanced awareness of
independence, wants to establish a morc
equal parinership with the United States

In 1996, US-Japan trade friction
erupted intermivently on the issues of in-
surance, aviation and films. Against a back~
drop of a rightist trend in Japanese domestic
politics, US-Japancsc military co-operation
was further strengthened, eclipsing some of
the contradictions between them Rut this
aroused concern from other Asian coun-
tries.

After many ups and downs, Sino-US
relations have been somewhat restored and
improved. Of course, there are still differ-
ences on the issues of Taiwan, human
rights, arms sales and trade. Bant after many
debates, US decision-makers readjusted
their policy toward China, realising that im-
proved Sino-US tics conform to America's
long-term strategic interests. It is predicted
3

e a3

that in President Bill Ciinton's second terny,
Sino-US retations will witness further im-
provement despite occasional setbacks.

The experts predicted that the current
situation where one superpower and multi-
ple majur powers dominate world affairs
would continuc for a long period. But some
unstable factors continue 10 haunt relations
between the superpower and other major
powers, #nd among major powers. On the
one hand, the transition to multi-
polarisation is a long process during which
many unexpected issues will crop up. On
the other hand, the interests of the powers
coincide and clash at the same time. This
dual character is different from the Cold
War period when they were "either enemy
or friend”. Thercfore, relations belween
great powers are hecoming more complex
and unpredictable, exerting an important
impact on the future world situation in
many ways.

Enhanced Awareness of Independence

Qver the past year, the economic
strength of developing countrics has hoen
enhanced and the gap with developed
countries narowed. Developing countries
have heightened their sonse of confidence,
independence and self-reliance. They have
actively taken part in international affairs
and become 8n important force in promot-
ing the establishment of a new internationat
political and cconarmic order.

In 1996, developing nations enjoyed
political ~ stability and macro-economic
achievements. The average growth rate hit
an impressive 6.3 percent, up from 5.9 per-
cent of 1995, Asia continued to lead other
ports of the world, with an 8 pervent
growth rate, slightly lower than in 1995
Latin America emerged from the shambles
of a financial crisis and recorded an eco-
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nomic growth over 3 percent. The African
economic situation continued to turn for the
better, prowing by 3.1 percent. The debt
burden which perplexed some developing
countries did not worsen.

‘Beonomic and (rade co-operation
among. developing countries and regional
integration accelerated. The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) decided
10 expand to 10 members in 1997, and great
progress was made in the establishment of
an ASEAN free trade zone and in the for-
mation of a regional co-operative mecha-
nism. Internal trade exchunges within the
Latin American region increased remarkably
and the Andean Group will begin negotia-
tions with the South American Common
Market this year. The Southern African
Common Market got underway and the in-
tegration of Western Aftican Economic
Community also made progress, In addition,
bilatersf and multilateral free trzde agree-
iments signed and implemented by develop-
ing countries increased last year. It has be-
come a universal aspiration among develop-
ing countries to establish South-South co-
operalive relations of equality and mutual
benefit o the basis of independence.

Over the year, North-South co-
operation has become more pragmatic. The
trend toward dialogue and co-operation
between developing and developed coun-
tries gained further momentum. The first
Asian-Turopean meeting held in Thaitand
marked a milestone in the process of estab-
lishing a new partnership of equality, prag-
matism, and mutual benefit between Asia
and Europe. The Asia-Pacific Economic
Co-operation (APEC) is playing an increas-
ingly active role in promoting the liberalisa-
tion of trade and investment and eshancing
economic and technical co-operation among
member countries and regions wilh different
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES
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levels of economic development. In a word,
a new pragmatic North-South co-opesative
pattern oriented toward the new century has
basically taken shape and the status of de-
veloping countries in the global economy
has been enhanced.

In 1996, developing countries took
part in international affairs with 4 stonger
sense of independence. They resolutely op-
posed hegemonism and power politics of
any form -- the Helms-Burton and D' Amato
asts, which the United States crafled ta in-
terfére in the internal affuirs of other coun-
tries, and the US meddling in the efection of
the UN Secretary-General. In the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission, developing coun-
tries united as one and successfilly foiled
Wostern attempts to irresponsibly accuse
developing countries ol human rights vioka-
tions, In addition, they also resisted pres-
sure from the West and safeguarded their
own tawfil rights and interesls on the issues
of immigradon, labour laws, dmug-
combating and environmental protection,

Predictably, the increasing economic
and political strength of developing coun-
trics will exert an important influcnce on the
future world order.

The experts believed that in 1997, de-
tente will continue to be the predaminant
trend, but the world will not be trouble-free
yet, as local turbulence will continue ta flare
up here and there. The world will continue
1o move toward multipoiarity and refations
between great powers will become stilt
more vomplicated and volatile. Strugales
against hegemonism and power politics
waged by the world's people will play an
even greater 1ol in promoting the estab-
lishment of a new international order. Na-
tions will continue to face the task of safe-
guarding peace and promoting develop-
ment,
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A Seminar in Beijing
Jointly Held by CPAPD, UNIDIR

An international seminar with the therme
“Security, Arms Control and Disarmament
in East Asia” was jointly held by the Chi-
nese People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament(CPAPD), United  Nations
Institute for  Disarmament  Roscarch
(UNIDIR ) and the Global Non-Offensive
Defence Networks (NOD-Net) from De-
cember 13 to 15, 1996 in Bejjing. The
semings embraced 27 experts and scholars
from 12 countries such as China, America,
Russia, Britain, France, Japan, the Republic
of Korea, India, Malaysia, Sweden, Den-
mark snd Tscacl. The participants came
from academic institutions on peace, secu-
rity, arms control and disarmament, and
quite 2 faw of them were leaders of these
institutions. Among the institutions are non-
governmental organisations, the UN Insti-
tute for Destmament Rsearch and think
tanks sarving the governments and the
ies. So, it can be said that & discus-
sion among these participants on security,
arms control and disarmament had broad
representation.

“The scmina focused on the situation of
security, arms control and disarmament in
East Asiz, which has boasted of the most
rapid economic growth in the present
world. Tssues mainly discussed Fel into the
foltowing aspects: situation on the Korean

0

Peninsula, future military sirategic trend in
Tapan, foreign and military policies of
China, the vonception o set up a security
system in East Asia, situation in arms con-
trol and disarmament in the same area, con-
fidence-building and armament transparency
and idea of non-offensive defence. Partici-
pants shared extensive consensus of some
issues and disagreed on some others. Tt is
only natural for these people from different
countries to put emphasis on different is-
sues and vome np with different interpreta~
tions on the same issues and phenomena.

Tt was in a very frank and enthusiastic
air that the meeting proceeded from the
opening to the very end. Speakers were s
eager to take the floor and the discussion
so animaled that the sessions were often
prolonged.

During their stay in Beijing, the foreign
participants had an opportunity to meet
with Mr, Wang Guangying, Vice-Chairman
of the Standing Committce of the National
People’s Congress of China;  Jiang
Guanghua, Deputy Director of the Forcign
Affairs Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference and Vice
President of the CPAPD; Zhu Shanging,
member of the National Committee of the
Chincse  People’s Political Consultative
Conference and Vice-President of the
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CPAPD and General Xu Xin, President of
China Tnstitute for International Strategic
Studies. They briefed them on China's
principles and policies on arms control, dis-
armament snd foreign affairs and also an-
swered their questions

After the meeting, some participants
tovsed the Great Wall and the Sumsmer Pal-
ace. As Mr. Jiany Guanghua, Vice President
of the CPAPD said in his opening remarks
at the seminar, the Great Wall in China
constructed 2,000 years ago was an exact
veflection of the idea of Non-offensive de-
fence. Tn a quite forig span in ancient China,
the Great Wall was uscd as defensive works
by the people of the agricultural society

{Continue from page 19) China has always
been opposed to any country deploying troops
ot maintaining military bases outside its own
borders, which we Teward % product of colo-
nialism and the Cold War. The end of the
Cold War brought dramatic changes in the
intemational sitvation in general and the inter-
national security situation in particular, Mare
and more people are suspicious of the role, if
there is any, of military presence by a certain
superpower, Ts it maintaining equilibrium o
upsctting it? Is it safeguarding peace or mak-
ing trouble? To us, heavy overseas military
prosence by a superpower is aimed at retain-
ing control and influence over the concerned

(Continued from 20) of mutual interest and
co-operation between the twe organisa-
tions. In addition, the delegation toured
the market of agricultusal and animal hus-
bandry products, the Varadero tourist spot
in Matanzas province, and agricultural co-
opts.  The delegation also participated in
the commemorative activities on the occa-
sion of the 40th anniversary of the Cuban

Serial Nod3.

south of the Wall to deal with the people ol
nomadic society 1o the north. Thus, the visit
10 the Wall was o doubt an on-the-spot in-
vestigation by the participants of the ofdest
and preatest nom-offensive defence con-
struction on earth.

We are happy to notice that the par-
ticipants were quite satisfied with this semi-
nar, which they thought had helped them to
understand each other bettes and learn more
about the principles, issucs of Common con-
cern and policies of the relevant counttics.
We befieve that this enhancement of knowl-
edge paves the way for mutual understand-
ing, without which genuine peace cannot be
realised.

regions und is a typical manifestaton of he-
gemonism and power politics. Facts have
proved that superpower's ovarseas military
presence actually serves as an outpost for in-
vading and undermining ofher countries, inter-
fering; in other countries' intemal affairs, All
this Shows that foreign military presence and
bases are against the world trend of peace and
progross. Therefore, any form of military
presence in any forcign country should be
drastically downsized and completely with-
drawn in the end. Mifitary bases or faciliies
stiould be dismanded AR suclear weapats
deployed autside one’s own borders should be
withdrawn home.

armed forces. The hospitality and friend-
ship of the Cuban people, their determina-
tion and courage in safeguarding national
independence and sovercignty, the achieve-
ments of reform and opening up, and the
beautiful scencry of the country all left
upon the dalogation  decp impression and
unforgettable memories
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Asian Security Situation and Security
Co-operation

by He Fang, member of the National
Committee of the Chinsse Peopla's Con-
sultative Conference and senioe research
fellow at the Chinese Academy of Sociol
Seimees

One important feature about Asia is that |

the overall situation here is stable and will
continug 1o be so in the fisture. Aside from a
favourable international environment, some
unique conditions’ have glso contributed to
Asia’s being a forerunner in world peace
and development. On the one hand, political
stability creates favourable conditions for
the fast economic growth of the region,
which in return enhances Asia's position and
wle in international affairs, partioularly in
the Asiz-Pacific region. Already an inde-
pendent economic power and a new centre
of development in the world, the developing
countries in East Asia are starting to chal-
fenge the old world econemic structure that
was dominated chiefly by the United States,
Europe and lapan. This enhanced status is
crucial to halting the widening of North-
South economic disparitios and realigning
the international economic structure, Aside
from East Asia, South Asia has also made
remarkable progress in economic develop-
ment, playing an increasingly important role
in regional and world affairs. Under these
circumstances, developing countrics have
hecome the major force safeguarding the
security of Asia.
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There are, of course, still a number of
dostabilising and unpredictable factors in
Asia, presenting grave challenges ta the re-
gion's security. Despite that, the overall
trend of developmient in Asia is irreversible
and the various conflicts and disputes are
unlikely to wrigger large-scale military con-
frontations.

After the end of the Cold War, security
co-operation in Asia has become increas-
ingly brisk, with countries conducting se-
curity dialogues, political consultations and
military exchanges, or instituting coni-
dence-building measures in different forms,
Al different levels, and through differcat
channels. Although all countries in the re-
gion hope to maintain peace and stability in
Asia and strengthen soourity co-operation,
they disagree on what kind of peace to es-
tablish and how to co-operate. There are
basically two kinds of proposals, namely,
the proposal of the United States and that
of some developing countries. The core of
the US proposal is to establish a US-led and
controlled security system that defies the
concrete conditions of Asia. That approach
is unacceptable to almost all the Asian na-
tions. The developing countries' idea is to
carry out dialogue on an equal footing be-
tween sovereign nations and apply the
“consonsus through consultation”  ap-
proach, emphasising diversity, a step-by-
step approach, a loose structure and open-
ness. Not surprisingly, the developing na-
tions support the ASEAN Regional Forum
model and oppose any model based on the
US-Japanese afliance. The two different
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China ardently supports and participates
in the regional secutity co-operation, having
established socurity dialogue and political
consultation mechanisms as well as confi-
dence-building measures with many neigh-
bouring countries. Shunning co-operation
without principles, China believes that some
basic intcrnational aorms shouid be adhered
to in security co-operation. These norms
include, first of all, equality between sover-
eign countries. No country should appoint
itself a leader in security co-operation, and
there should be no such thing as “leading
and being led” in any mechanism. No or-
ganisation or institution of security ©o-
operation should be controflcd or monopo-
lised by one or two pawers. Second, mutual
non-interference in each other’s internal af-
fairs. No country should use security co-
operation as an excusc to interfere in an-
other country's affairs and impose its own
will o others, or subject another country to
its domestic laws, or exercise extraterrito-
riality. Third, mutual benefit. Securily co-
operation should be carried out voluntarily
and should lake into consideration the inter-
est of all the parties concerned. No country
is allowed to safeguard its own interest at
the cost of another country's econmic s¢-
curity. Feurth, flexibility. The diversity of
Asia should be taken into consideration. Tt
is absurd to copy the US or European
model without giving consideration ta
Asia’s concrete-conditions. Fifth, separation
of politics from economics. Security co-
operation is an aflair belween sovercign
countries, different from  cconomic  co-
operation which permits participation of
non-sovereign entities, such as China's Tai-
wan and Hong Kong, No attempt should be
made to use security co-Operation to create
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“two Chinas” or “one China, one Tai-
wan” W

Cald War Mentality: A Negati
Endangering Regional S

&y Ren Xiushi, Deputy Diractor of the
Cantre for Contemporary Iniemational
Studies

Though the bi-polar world structura has
disintegrated, the Cold War mentality is still
fingering. Such mentality is a noteworthy
negative factor endangering regional secu-
sity in East Asia.

Because of geographic, historical, politi-
cal, economic and military factors, the
United States, though not located in East
Asia, exerts an important influence in the
security affairs of the region. Though the
Cold War has ended, the US is still clinging
to the Cold War thinking, sabotaging the
peace and tranquillity in East Asia. This is
illustrated by the following fects,

1. The US stubbarmly pursues a strategy
of imposing Western valucs on those coun-
tries whose path of development differs
from that of the United States.

After the end of the Cold War, the US
government declared that it would make
econumic security, defence and the values
of democracy and market economy as the
three pillars of its global strategy. When
addressing US policy toward Asia, Presi-
dent Bilt Chinton, shortly after his re-
election, proposed explicitly three goals far
his second term of office: strengthening re-
lations with the allies, deepening engage-
ment with China and enlarging the ranks of
“democratic” regimes.

A closer review of the three goals as
compared with the three previous pilfars re-
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veals that the US has made some adjust-
ments to its strategies. The US decision of
engaging China more deeply s definitely
made out of consideration for its own inter-
ests under changed circumstances. So long
a3 the US refuses Lo abandon its ideological
hostility, the shadow of the Cald War will
persist, friction and conflict anong coun-
tries will remain unavoidable, and as a re-
sull, East Asia and the whole world at large
will not have peace.

2. The US is reinforcing alliances formed
during the Cold War in an attempt to estab-
lish a “security defence chain” aimed at
containing China,

Tn 1995, the United States formulated an
Last Asian and Pacific strategy, which reaf-
firmed its military presence in Asia, en-
hanced the role of defence in its three pillars
of foreign relations, and listed the mainte-
nance of strong alkiances as one of four pil-
lars of a “preventive defence strategy”

As a concrete step toward realising that
strategy, the US in 1996 signed with Japan
the Joint Declaration on Security Co-
operation and revised the Guidelines for
US-Japanese Defence Co-operation  of
1978, thereby redefining the defence sphere
of US-Japanese sceurity vo-operation. This
move indicated that the half-century old
US-Japanese alliance will enter a now phase
of unprecedentedly extensive co-operation.
1t slso suggested that the US attempts to
establish jtscif as the centre of the region
and maintain its dominance in rogional pf-
fairs. Cntering into an alliance against an-
other vountry is a typical Cold War strat-
egy.

3. The United States refusses to give up
interfering with other counlries’ internal af-
fairs. The United States has always been
zealous in meddling in other count
fairs, with an aim of gafning profits for itself
at the cost of other countries’ sovereignty.
W
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Tt is only natural that such acts of hegeme-
nies come under fierce opposition by all
countries with national dignity. 8l

The Future Military Strategy of Japan

by Zhao Jiegi , Deputy Director of the
dnsticare for apanese Studics, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences

Japan's future military strategy is drawing
increasing attention from the world ever
since US President Bill Clinton and Japa-
nese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto is-
sued the Joint Declaration on 1IS-Japanese
Security Cooperation during Clinton's visi
to Japan in April 1996, The redefined US-
Japanese alfiance foalures an array of fun-
damental changes, which will not only affect
the security environment in Northeast Asia
and even in the Asia-Pacific region, but will
also lead to great changes in US-Japanese
military relations and Japan's defence policy

First, the geographic sphere covered by
the US-Japanese Security Agreement has
extonded from the “territory under Japanese
jurisdiction" and “Far East” to the entire
Asian-Pacific region. As the Joint Declara-
tion emphasised, that is the foundation for
stability and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific
region.

Second, the target of US-Japanese Se-
curity Agreement has shifted from the
“Soviet threat” to "“regional destabilising
factors”, The Joint Declaration listed five
such destabilising factors: the continued
tension in the Korcan Peninsula; the concen-
tration of a large stockpile of military
forces, including nuclear weapons; unscttled
tervitorial disputes; potential regional can-
flicts; proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction and their launching vehicles. In
fact, the redefined US-Japanese Security





[image: image15.png]Pl Marci 4957

Agreement has largely made North Korea
and China its prime target.

Third, the military role of Japan is rising.
During the Cold War, as a division of stra-
tegic responsibilities betwcen the US and
Japan, Japan's primary rosponsibility was to
safeguard Japan's own territory and US
military bases in Japan. The Joint Declara-
tion, however, accorded Japan a hew mis-
sion, namely, to provide back-up support
when the US army tekes military actions in
the Asia-Pacific region.

These fundamental changes suggest that
the Japanese-US military relations, as welt
as Japan’s defence policy and strategic cor-
ceptions, have changed substantially. W

Any Move Aggravating Tension on Ko-
rean Peniusuta nadvisable

by Han Zhenshe, research foliow at the
Tustitute of Asian-Pactfic Stuies, Chi-
nese Academy of Sacial Sciences

The Korean Peninsula is the most dest-
abilising and volatile factor in Northeast
Asia, threatening peace and stability in
Northeast Asta and even in the entire Asia-
Pacific Region.

Currently, both DPRK and ROK as well
as the neighbouring countries hope to see
peace and stability rather than conflict on
the peninsula. All the countrics involved,
including the United States, hope the sub-
marine incident could be appropriately set-
tled through contact and dislogue. At the
same time, they hope that all the agreements
and commitments reached between the two
sides and between the DPRK and the US,
including the veasc-fire agreement and the
agreement on US aid in the KEDO nuclear
power project, should be obscrved. Any
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move aggravating the situation on the pen-
insula should be avoided.

DPR. Korea is now in a difficult situa-
tion, both domestically and internationally.
Al home, its economic ditficulties appear
tsrd to overcome for the time being. Inter-
nationally, its relations with the Uniled
States and Japan are still in an impassc. Un-
der the circumstances, though it is neces-
sary for DPR. Korea to make cfforts toward
a relaxation of the tensions, the United
States can also play an important role in the
process by litiog the economic crbargo
and sanctions imposed on the country and
normalising relations with DPR. Korea.
‘There is also much room for R. of Korea to
play  positive role on this matter. W

ASEAN: An Important Force in Asia-
Pacific Region

by Xie Zhigiony, Depuy Secretary-
General, Chinose Peple's Assosiation for
Peace and Disarmament

Refore the end of the Cold War, ASEAN
put forward a number of good-will propos-
als and initiatives for the promotion of re-
gional economic co-operation and  the
maintenance of peace. However, it was im-
passible to reatise such proposals and i
tives at that time when the two big military
blocs were focked in a fierce confrontation.
Under such circumstances, ASEAN could
onty play 2 limited role.

With the end of the bi-polar confronia-
tion, world pofitics is evolving rapidly to-
ward multi-polarity and the world cconomy
oing globalization, cconormics are gaining
increasing prominence while ideology by
contrast is on decling in international rcla-
tions. Peace, stability and progress have be-
come the mainstream of the world, and the
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strategic structure in Southcast Asia has
also changed profoundly. The US-Soviet
military confrontation in the region ended,
the Cambodia conflict came to a political
scttloment, Vietnam withdrew from Cam-
bodia, China introduced a policy of reform
and opening up and embarked on a road of
rapid economic growth, normalised and im-
proved relations with ASEAN countries.
Given such changes, ASEAN lost no time
adjusting its economic, political and sccurity
strategies. Within the organisation, it speeds
up the process of co-operation in economic,
pelitical and scourily areas. Externally, it
continues to follow the policy of playing a
balancing role among such major regional
powers as the United States, China, Japan,
Europe and Russia, and between interna-
tional power blocs. By so doing, ASEAN
expects to raise its international competi-
tiveness and political status, eventually be-
coming & regional “pole”, 4 power which
has a grand vision for economic develop-
ment, zn explicit goal for political co-
operation, and a new strategic concept for
seurily.

ASEAN's ise s an important economic,
political and security force in East Asia will
play a significant role and exert a far-
reaching influence on the region's ecanomic,
political and security development. ASEAN
member countries all list economic devel-
opment as their primary task and base their
defence strategies on the development of
the national strength. This will provide
more favourable conditions for promoting
peace, stability and development in the re-
gion and play a positive rale in boosting
friendly and mutually beneficial co-
operation among countries in the region

The changes of the strategic develop-
ments in Northeast Asia and adjustments of
the ASEAN security strategies have upset
the balance of power formed in the Cold
15
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‘War era. Multi-polar dialogue, co-operation
and co-existence have replaced the bi-polar
confrontation, clash and war characteristic
of the Cold War. In general, it has become
the predominant trend in the regional stra~
tegic pattern to conduct consultations and
dialogues on political and security issues,
co-operate for mutual benefits in economic
ares, and avert military confrontation.
ASEANs revamped defence strategy and
the [aunch of its Regional Forum have pro-
duced positive factors for the region’s eco-
nomic development and security co-
operation, Initiatives proposed at the Fo-
Tum, such as carrying out consultaticns and
dialogue on security issues, conducting pre-
ventive diplomacy and establishing confi-
dence-building measures, have become an
alfective model for solving regional security
problems,

It should alse be noted, hawever, that the
endeavour of ASEAN countries will also
face various difficulties, problems and chal-
fenges M

Promoting International Arms Coatrol
and Disarmament

by Luo Reushi, senior research feliow of
the China asttater for Intemational
Strategic Studies

Currently, international disarmament is
&t a cross-roads. A consensus is yet to be
seached on designating priority items for the
next phese of dissrmament 50 s 1o move
forwasd the process of disarmament and
arms control. The UN General Assembly
has passed a resolution demanding that the
Fourth Special UN General Assembly on
Disarmament be held in 1997 to work out a
new agenda for disarmament, The foiowing
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is my views concemjng muclear disarma-
sont and regional disarmament

Nuclear disarmament has been an issue
of the greatest concern for the international
community. To remave once and for all the
threat of nuclear wars, priority should con-
tinue 1o be given to the total ban and thor-
ough destruction of nuclear weapons. Now
thet the term for the Nuclear Non-
Profiferation Treaty has been extended in-
definitely and the United Nations has
opened the Comprehonsive Nuclear Test
Ba Treaty for signansre by member coun-
tries, it is possible to advance the nuclear
disarmament process sigrificantly

First, the nuclear powers shauld give up
the policy of nuclear detcrrence

Second, all nuclear-weapon countrics
should endertake never io wse nuclear
weapons at first strike at any time and under
any  circumstances, and  unconditionally
pledge that they will not use or threat to use
nuglear weapons against non-nuclear-
weapon countries or regions, An interna-
tional convention should be signed as soon
as possible to this end.

Third, all countries which have de-
ployed nuclear weapons abroad should
withdraw these weapons home; all the nu-
clear countries should pledge to endorse the
establishment  of  nuclear-weapon-free
zones, respect the status of these nuclear-
weapon-free zones and undertake corve-
sponding obligations.

Fourth, no country should develop or
deploy outer-space weaponry systems or
missile defence systems which are destruc-
tive o strategic security and stability

Fifth, an international convention on
total ban and thorcugh destruction of nu-
clear weupons should be concluded.

Regional disarmament s the most prac-
tieal and pressing issue faced by medium-
and small-sized countries in their efforts 1o
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improve their security environment. Cur-
rently, progress has been made to varying
degrees in many regions, including the Asia-
Pacific region, in realising regional disar-
mament through security co-operation

The following principles and steps may
be taken into consideration for regional se-
curity co-operation, in view with the past
and current situations.

First, establishing a new type of starc-
to-state relationship, based on the UN
Charter and the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistenve (Mutual respect for sovereignty
and lesritorial integrity, mutual nonm-
aggression, non-interference in each other’s
intecnal affairs, equality and mutuaf benefic,
and peaceful coexistence)

Second, cstablishing an  international
economic relationship of equality and mu-
tual benefit for comman development.

Third, sciting regional disputes and
conflicts in the spirit of consultation and
peacefia resolution, and eradicating destabi-
lising factors in the region.

Fourth, insisting on the principle that a
nation's arms are slely for the purpose of
defence and rejecting amms races in any
form in order to promote regional peace
and security.

Fifth, promoting bifateral or multi-
lateral dialogue or consultation on security
co-operation and taking cffective measutes
to build up confidence and security, with a
view to deopen understanding and mutual
trust.

The new situation afier the Cold War
has provided a good opportunity for inter-
national  disarmament.  However,  he-
gemonism and power politics, as well as the
Cold War mentality on giobal and rogional
security igsues still interfere with and ob-
struct the realisation of global dissrma-
ment |
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China Is an Important Force in Safeguarding World Peace

Jiang Guanghua, Vice-President
Chinese People's Assoctation for Peace and disarmament

Poace is the primary necessity of the
people of the world, Without peace, thers can
be no development to speak of. Disputes be-
tween states should be resolved through
peaceful negotiations and consultations in-
stead of resorting 1o the use or the threat of
force. All countries, big or small, strong or
woak, rich or poor are all equal members of
the international community. The principles of
mutusl respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity, mutual  non-aggression,  non-
interference in each other's intemal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit and peaceful caex-
istence should serve as the norms for all na-
tions to observe in their mutual relations. As
state sovereignty is sacred and inviclable, no
country has the privilege to interfire in the in-
ternal affairs of other countries or to impose
its own will upon ofhers

In today's world, there are over 200
countries different from ane another in terms
of social system, values, development level,
history, religion and culture, Tt is the right of
every nation 1o opt, in keeping with is reality
and the will of its people, for  social system
and road of development of its own choice.
No one else has the right to interfere. Every
country has its special characteristics and
strong poimts. Tt is only by respecting one an-
other, seeking common ground while putting
aside differences, living with one another in
amity and complementing one another that the
world will enjoy peace, prosperity and devel-
opmcnt. Without diversity, there will be no
world as we know it.

18

China s & populous country with a long
history. Tt is home of a splendid snciont civili-
sation and a major conributor to human prog-
ross. Starting from the mid-19th century, im-
perialist invasions, bullying and interventionts
reduced China to a seem-colonial and semi-
feudal society increasingly impoverished and
backward. The Chinese people waged & pro-
tracted and unyiclding struggie to uphold in-
dependence, sovereignty and unification of
their country, which culminated in the found-
ing of the People's Republic of China in 1949
Right now the Chinese people are advancing
with confident strides on the road of building
socialism with Chinese characteristics, con-
centrating, their energy on econormic develap-
ment and improvemant of their living stan-
dards. Loving peace and desiring develop-
ment, the Chinese people are willing to culti-
vate friendly retations and co-operation with
the peaple in the rest of the world. China pus-
sues an independent forcign policy of peace.
As is seen by the whole world, China consti-
tutes an important force making for the main-
tenance of world peace snd stability. How-
aver, there is a notion in the West that a pros-
perous and stronger China will pose & threat fo
the world, It s completely groundless and
does not hold itself.

In its history and traditions, the Chinese
people have always altached importance to the
following idzas: Peace is the most desirable;
Don's do onto others what you would not want
others do onto you. The Chinese people fvour
tarmany and peace both inside and outside
their country. The concept of peace being the
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‘most desizable has been rooted in the minds of
‘senesations of Chinese people and many as-
pects of the social life. Therefore, China has
never had & culture nor a history of threatening
others. Instead, in its modern history, the Chi-
nese people saffered heavily from invasions
and humiliations at the hands of imperialists.

As aresult, the Chinese people very much ap-
preciate the importence of peace and readily
respect other countries” soversignty, teritorial
integity, national independence and dignity.

Being one of the initiators of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, China
follows an independent foreign policy of peace
and is willing to coexist with al countries
peacefully and cooperaic amicably. China will
never seek hegemony or become a super-
power.

China's economic development is aimed
at lifting China out of backwardness and pov-
esty, meeting the increasing material and cul-
tural needs of its 1.2 billien peaple and mak-
ing China an cqual and independent member
of the world of nations. To achieve this, China
has adopted a devclopment strategy of reform
and opening 1o the outside world and concen-
frating on economic construction. AS a result
of our hard work, the Chinese people have
achioved rapid economic growth and im-
proved the country’s comprehensive national
strength and are able to feed themselves on
theit own. However, given its poor economic
base, China remains a developing county. To
rank China among the moderately devefoped
nations, we need to work hard for several doc-
ades and need to secure a long-term interna-
tional environment of peace and stability.
Therefors, China needs peace most. As a
force for peace and against was, China is not 2
strong one now. When China becomes devel-
aped, it will be 3 much swonger force against
war. The prosperity and stability of China will
contribute in a bigger way to world peace.

Some people have concocted the thoory of
China threat with ulierior motives if it is not a
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result of lack of understanding of China
Clinging 1o the Cold War mentality without &
Cold War, some people are uncomfortable
with China's political stability, economic de-
velopment and enhanced international stature,
50 they hope t contain China with the China
threat theory. They do not want o see China
improving and expanding good-neighbourly
relations with its neighbonrs, so they attempt
to sow discord between China and its sur-
rounding countries by spreading the fallacy of
China threat. Some poople m the West are
using the so-called China threat as an excuse
for their huge mifitary cxpenses and to pro-
mote sales of their weapons, Some people ex-
aggerate the incraase in Chind's defence ex-
ponditure intentionally. What deserves special
attention is thal some people in the West do
not want to see the peaceful reunification of
China. Some Westarn countries even g0 5o far
as salling arms to Taiwan on the plea of China
threat, undermining China's peaceful reunifi-
cation.

In fact, Ching's military expenditure has
been kept at a very low level, China's military
budgets of 1993 and 1994 accounted for a
mere 1.5% and 1.3% of the Grass National
Product of the respective years, constituting
only one thirticth of that of the United States
Expenditure on per Chinese soldicr is only one
sixty-cighth of that of per American soldisr.
Wit u per capiia national defence expenditure
of 6 dotlars, China is among the lowest. Over
the past decadc, China reduced its armed
forces by one million and converted a large
numiber of military industries into civilian pro-
duction. China's disarmament efforts are un-
precedented n the world. China has never
taken part and will never take part in arms
race, to say nothing of leading Bast Asia into
so-called arms race,

China has never maintained any military
bases outside its borders nar stationed any
soldiers abroad  except joiming UN
peacekeeping forces (Confinued to page 11)
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CPAPD Delegation Attending
International Conference in Cuba

At the invitation of the Cuba Move-
ment for Peace & People’s Sovereignty, 4
3-member delegation of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Association for Peace and Disarma-
ment (CPAPD) lod by Mr. Jiang Guanghua,
member of the Standing Committee of the
National Committee of the Chinese Peo-
pie’s Political Consultative Conference,
Vive-President of CPAPD  anended the
nternational Conference on Foreign Mil
tary Bases held in Havana from November
28 to December 3, 1996. Alfler the confer-
ence, the delegalion paid  visit to Cuba,

The Conference was sponsored by
Cuba  Movement for Peace & People’s
Sovereignty. About 100 purticipants from
peace organisations of 33 countries in Latin
America, Europe, Oceania and Asia at-
tended the Conference. The participants
joined two workshops to discuss issues
concerned, and a Final Declaration was
adopted at the close of the Conference. At
the Conference,  some western countries
were condemned for having  established
militnry bases araund the world, which seri-
ously threatened the survival and security of
mankind and became barriers to realising
peace. Accarding to the Conference, mili-
tary bases are the product of expansionist
policies and theories, and the mamifestation
of hegemonic policies. They have infringed
upon the sovereignty and indopenderice of
the countries concerned, and thus violating
the International Law and being opposed
vehemently by people in the world The
Conference demanded the concerned voun-
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tries withdraw home all those military
forces and facilitics stationed overseas, in-
cluding nuclear weapons. The Conference,
highly valuing China's foreign policy of
pesce, pointed out that China, being a big
country, has neither stationed 2 single
soldicr overseas nor maintained any mili-
tary base outside its border. At the Confer-
ence, CPAPD  Vice-President Jiang
Guanghus defivered & paper entitled
“Chipa 1s An Important Force In Safe-
guarding World Peace”, in which he
elaborated his views upon current world
situation and its devetoping trend, briefed
of China’s foreign poficy of peace, de-
nounced the “China Threat” fallacy. In
particular, Mr. Jiang expressed his views
and stance on overseas military bascs. The
presentation by Vice-President Jiang was
highly appreciated and responded positively
by the participants. The members of the
delegation also found some time to make
wide contacts with participants of other
countries and explore possibilitics of future
exchanges and  co-operation so as ta pro-
mete mutual understanding and friendship.
After the Conference, the CPAPD dele-
gation paid a visit o the host country and
was accorded with warm hospitality by Cu-
ban fricnds. Mr. Jaime Crombet, Vice-
President of Cuba National People’s Cun-
gress met with the delegation; Mr. Fundora
Lopez , President of the Cuba Movement
for Peace & People’s Soversignty met with
the delegation twice and hosted discussions
with them on issues {Continued to page 11)
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Attending International Seminar on
Nuclear Disarmament
and Conventional Arms Control in Pakistan

At the invitation of the Foundation for
Research on International Environment,
National Development and ~ Security
(FRIENDS) of Pakistan, Mr. Xie Zhigiong,
Deputy Secretary-General of the Chinese
People’s Association for Peace and Disar-
mament and Mr. Du Gengi, a CPAPD re-
search staff aftended the International
Seminar on Nuclear Disarmament and Con-
ventional Arms Control Including Light
Weapons held in Islamabad, Pakistan during
28~30 October 1996, The Seminar was
sponsored by FRIENDS in collaboration
‘with Hanns Seidel Foundation of Germany.
Some 20 experts and schofars from China,
Pakistan, Germany, India, Hungry and Tran
were present, Greneral Beg, Chairman of the
FRIENDS, Mr. Agha Murtaza Pooya, Spe-
cial Assistant to Pakistani Prime Minister,
and ambassadors of Germany, Iran and
Egypt to Pakistan attended the Seminar and
delivered speeches.

“The seminar had six major topics: (1).
Backdrop factors leading to indefinite ex-
tension of NPT and likely future develop-
ment; (2). Elimination of mass destruction
weapons including nuclear weapons: moral
and ethical dimensions, (3). Global co-
operation through exchange of muclear
technology for peaceful purposes; (4). Con-
ventional weapons as main killer of man-
Xind: fifty years perspective; (5). Civiliani-
sation of armament industries for social de-
velopment: economic and political and
technical dimensions; and (6). Control of
light weapons to curtail terrorism and pro-
mote global peace. Mr. Xie and Mr. Du

submitted papers respectively 1o the seminar
entilled On Nuclear Deterrence and Nu-
clear Disarmament, and Promoting Inter-
national Co~aperation in Exchanging Nu-
clear Technology for Peaceful Purposes.
During the seminar, Mr. Xie met with Gen-
eral Beg, exchanged views with Mr. Syed,
Executive Vice-Chairman of FRIENDS on
issues of mutual concern and explored pos-
sibilities on the friendly exchanges between
the two organisations.

In kis paper, Mr. Xie Zhigiong re-
viewed the process of invention and devel-
opment of nuclear woapons and the efforts
made by international community for their
elimination. He pointed out, because of the
crowning killing, destructive power and the
radivactive contamination consequences of
nuclear weapons, it is unwise, immoral and
inhuman act to be the first to use nuclear
weapon or use or threaten to use nuclear
‘weapon against non-nuclear weapon states
and nucleac-weapon-free zones in the politi-
cal confrontation and in wars. Since the end
of the Cold War, profound changes have
taken place in the world situation, and the
elobal political configuration moves rapidly
towards multi-polarisation and the econamy
towards globalization. The status and role
of cconomic factars are rising in interna-
tional relations. It has obviously become a
main theme of the age to seek peace, stabil-
ity, development and progress. However,
nuclear superpawers still make nuclear de-
terrence as the pillar and core of their na-
tional strategy on international sceurity
This has constituted a major obstacie to the
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comprehensive nuclear disarmament in the
world. As long as the major nuclear powers
refuse 1o abandon the nuclear deterrence
and continue to possess 2 large amount of
nuclear weapous, the world to be overshad-
owed by the nuclear wars forever. The least
following points shall be included for a nu-
clear state to give up its nuclear deterrence
policy: (1). formally declaring abandonment
of nuclear deterrence policy; (2). undertak-
ing not to be the first to use nuclear weapon
under any circumstance and not to use of
threaten to use nuclear weapons against
non-muclear weapon states and muclear-
weapon-free zones; (3), actively promoting
immediate negotiation for the conclusion of
a treaty on no-first-use of nuclear weapons
against cach other and coming o an agree-
ment on not using or threatening 10 use Ui~
clear weapons against non-nuclear weapons
statcs and nuclear-weapon-ree zones; (4).
actively making efforts for the complete
prohibition and thorough destruction of
nuclear weapons and for the realisation of
nuclear-weapon-free world.

Mr. Du Gengj, in his paper, pointed out
nuclear technology as common wealth of
mankind is the crystallisation of modern sci-
ence and technology. Nuclear technologics
for peaceful purposes has made great con-

(Contined from page 23)

The decision reviewed the progress
made on poverly alleviation since China
started reform and opening up, particularly
since the mid-1980s, when the nation
launched a massive poverty-alleviation
campaign. Jn addition, it laid out the basic
guidelines, tasks, requirements and meas-
ures for eradicating poverty by the end of
the century.

2
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tribution in promoting prosperity of the
world, development of nationai economy,
social progress, human health, cnviron-
mental protection and ete. Te promote
peaceful use of nuclear energy and the in-
ternational co-operation in this regard is a
major objective defined in the JAEA Stat-
ute, and has played a very impottant role in
promoting economic prosperity and social
development of its member states in general
and the developing countries in particular.
In recent years, the IAEA has dane a lot of
work and recorded remarkable achieve-
ments in promoting mutual co-operation
amang developingcountsy members. How-
ever, it should be noted thal the above-
mentioned progress is rather limited, vari-
ous difficulties and problems exist and there
s siill & long way to go for promoting in-
ternational ca-operation in the peaceful
utilisation of nuctear energy. The TAEA and
countries concerned shall pay their due at-
tention to the intemational co-operation in
this regard, the technical assistance and co-
operation with the developing countries in
particular, thus creating favourable condi-
tions for the establishment of new interna-
tional co-operative relations on nuclear en.

ergy.

According to the decision, the Party
Central Committee and the State Council
remain committed to realising the goal of
adequately feeding and clothing the rural
poor populstion by the end of this century.
It called on governments al all levels to
canscientiously implement the various poli-
cies and measures introduced by the central
government on. poverty alleviation and
spare no effort to fulfil the historic task be-
fare the century is out
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Nation Mobilised to Eliminate Poverty

September 23, 1996 is & day of great
significance to Chinese people, especially
the poverty-stricken population. On that
day, President Jiang Zemin and Promier Li
Peng made important specches on how ta
eradicate poverly in rural China at a major
waorking conference called by the Centrat
Committee of the Chinese Comnunist
Party. The event kicked off & nation-wide
campaign to help the impoverished popula-
tion rise above poverty.

In his speech entitled “Mobilising the
‘Whole Party and Sociely 10 Strive for the
Realisation of the Poverty Alleviation Pro-
gram," Jiang noted that the goal to ade-
quately feed and clothe the poverty-stricken
population by the end of the century must
be met no matter how difficult the task is.
After weighing the grave challenges that Jie
shead, he emphasised, "No matter how
enormous the task of poverty-alleviation is,
and how pressing the timetable is, the Cen-
tral Committee believes we should win this
battle against all odds."

On how to alleviate poverty, Jiang said
that the country should stick to the policy of
alleviating poverty through building up poor
areas” ability to develop the local ecanomy.
He called on the whole party, the whole
society and all the people in the poor areas
to unite and fight for the victory of the
campaign.

Tn his speech entitled *Working Even
Harder 10 Adequately Feed and Clothe the
People as Soon as Possible," Li concurred
with Jiang that the goal of alleviating pov-
erty should be reached on schedule,

The premier proposed & number of ap-
proaches to reach that goal:

Local governments in poverty-stricken
areas should plan economic activities
around poverty-alleviation;

The central and local governments
shoutd channel more funds into the program
and use the funds more efficiently,

Different areas with different conditi
should adopt their own ways (o alleviate
poverty;

Specific targets should be set for every
poverty-stricken village and household;

Efforts should be made to integrate
poverty-alicviation with the developmert: of
the collective economy;

Priority should be given to the poor ar-
eas in allocating funds for national con-
struction projests, so as to promote the
economic and social development there;

Improve the level of competence of the
population in poor areas through develop-
ing education, scionce and technology and
carrying out family planning;

‘Streamline the government and improv-
ing the efficiency;

Strengthen supervision on the imple-
mentation of the program; and

Establish an incentive mcchanism for
poverty alleviation.

On January 7, 1997, the Xinhuz News
Agency released the full text of the
“Decision on Resolving as Soon as Possible
the Question of Adequately Feeding and
Clothing the Rural Poor Population,” which
was issued by the Central Committee and
the State Council on October 23,
1996.(Continued to page 22)

n




[image: image24.png]Pance’ Marcki $597

FROM THE CHINESE PRESS

SebgnaR

“China Threat” Not Tallying With History

——US Ambassador Sasser on US-China Relations

In an interview with Xinhua News
Agency on January 29, 1997, US Ambassa-
dor to China James Sasser described the so-
called “China Threat” a8 incompatible with
China’s history.

If one examines China’s history, he
said, China has been known neither as an
expansionist nor an aggressive country. The
Chinese government and people are cur-
rently concentrating thelr efforts in develop-
ing the domestic economy. A country that
devotes its material and financial resources
1o developing economy and improving the
quality of life of its people does not consti-
tute a threat to other countries.

China’s cconomic performance  has
been quite cutstanding, Sasser pointed out
As China opens wider and wider o the rest
of the world, il is cxperiencing apid eco-
nomic develapment,

He noted that the meeting between
President Clinton and President Jiang Zemin
in Manila last year was & very friendly and
constructive one, during which commen
interests and existing problems between the
1wo countries were discussed. Positive and
encouraging momentum began to emerge in
US - China relations. Tt shows that the
United States and China are abie to resoive
differences.

‘Fhe United States and China sharc both
common and collestive intcrasts in security

%

in the Asia-Pacific region as well 8s in nu-
clear non-proliferation, Sasser stressed.

“As our cooperation further deepens in
protecting environment and attacking irter-
national crime, terrorism and drug smug-
gling, such cooperation will nat only benefit
both our two countries, but the whole
world as well.”

Essential to the Jone-term and stable
dovelopment of bilateral relations, be said,
are intensive dizlogue between the two
countries and continued high-level dialogue
between the (wo government leaders on &
regular basis to discuss common intcrests
and problems as they arise. “We are happy
to see that there have been more and more
such dialogue. The exchange of official vis-
its by the heads of state of the two countries
in the coming two years and other high-
level contacts are vital to the maintenance
of the positive momentum in US - China
relations.”

He pointed out, although differences
still exist between the United States and
China on issues including trade, prolifera~
tion of weapons of mass destruction and
human rights, their common interests are far
larger than the differences. As the bilateral

trade is growing quite rapidly, the United

States and China share common interests in
the field of trade.




