[image: image1.png]Contents

FEATURE REPORTS

Chinese President Jiang Zemin on Some
Important Issues
P Let’s Work Together to Build a New World
e ace Based on Peace and Development
China’s Attitude to Nuclear Disarmament
and Prohibition of Nuclear Test

China Devoted to International Cause
NO . 42 of Human Rights

Sep.-Dec. 1996 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

State Council Decisions
on Environmental Protection
Mobilising Society to Solve Environmental
Pollution Problems
Environmental Protection
Accompanies Economic Boom
Remarkable Progress in Protecting
the Ozone Layer.
Gansu Stresses Wildlife Protection............ .

FROM THE DOMESTIC PRESS

Asian Countries Warned of the Political Trend
in Japan by Public Opinions in Macao
Japan’s Ambition for Expansion Not Abandoned.

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES

Some Notes from Attending
the 46th Pugwash Annual Conference
The Peace Melody

DOMESTIC ACTIVITIES

~ The Eighth International Week
of Science and Peace
Cherishing Peace—A Letter to
UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali

(Cover photo) Opening Ceremony of the Eighth International Week of Science and Peace




[image: image2.png]FEATURE REPORTS

Chinese President Jiang Zemin
on Some Important Issues

Interview with Peyrefitte, Chairman of the
Editorial Commisiee of the Leading French Newspaper on September 3

The overall economic situation in China
is sound, President Jizng Zemin told Alsin
Peyrefitte, Chairman of the editorial com-
mittee of leading French newspaper Le Fi-
garo in 8 recent interview in Bejing.

During the interview on Tuesday,
President Jiang answered questions con-
ceming Chine's economic - development,
Taiwan and Hong Kong issues as well as
China's relations with the United States, Ja-
pan, Burope.

On the Overall Economic
Situation in China

We have paid great attention to cor-
rectly handling the relationships among re-
form, development and stability in & bid 1o
harmonise and mutually promote the three,
While continving to carry forward reform
and development, marked progress has been
made in curbing the previous inflation level
by adopting measures including the
strengthening of macro-control, said Presi-
dent Jiang

Economic growth across the country
has continued to maintain a sound momen-
tum. In the first half of 1996, the GDP
reached 2,975.6 billion yuan (3358.5 bil-
ion), a rise of 9.8 peroent over the same
period last year. Such quick growth is ap-
propriate under China's current conditions
and will not cause an overheated economy.

Local governments at various levels
have attached importance to adopting
measures 1o create employment opportuni-
ties. Qver the past decade, the registered
unemployment rate in China's urban areas
‘has remained below 3 percent, which is low
compared with unemployment rates else-
‘where in the world including some devel-
aped countries.

President Jiang pointed out that some
foreign media organisations, mainly from
the West, frequently taise such questions a3
whether China can maintain its stability and
whether riots might occur in China's rural
areas. “T can make it clear to all people who
are following developments in China that
China is stable now and will certainly
mpintain a long-term stability in the future.”

Since 1949, Chinese peasants have been
living and working in peace and content-
ment. There were no riots in China's rural
areas in the past and there will be o fiots in
the fature. China has always attached im-
portance to, and correctly dealt with, issues
conceming agriculture, the countryside and
farmers. This has been integral to the con-
tinuous success and victory of the Chinese
revolution, construction and reform, he
added.

He said Chinese farmers make up the
overwheiming majority of the country's to-
tal population, and the standards of their
material and cultural fives have been im-
proved gradually. Only 60 million of 900
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yet attained the goal of having enough to
<at and wear. This is a greal achievement
not only in the history of China but also in
the history of the world.

Though encountering some difficulties
in the course of advancement, China's farm-
ers are confident that difficulties can be
solved through hard work under the leader-
ship of the Party and government. This is
the basic reason why Chinese rural areas
can maintain continuous development and
stability. For various reasons, the income
gap between rural and urban residents grew
wider in the course of reform and develop-
ment

President Jiang' said that during the
Ninth Five-Year Plan (1996-2000), China
Planned to implement a series of policies
and measures favourable to narrowing the
growing gap between central and western
parts on the one hand, and coastal areas on
the other. More efforts wili be made to
promote this work. These policies and
measures include: priorities given to central
and weslern parts in arranging comstruction
projects utifising local resources and infis-
structure  projects; encouraging resource
processing and lsbour-intensive industries
to move to central and western regions;
further adjusting prices for resource prod-
ucts with more efforts to promote explora-
tion of mineral resources in central and
western regions; gradually increasing finan-
cial support for central and western areas;
more overseas preferential loans used in
central and western areas; and encouraging
more overseas business people to invest in
those regions.

On the National Reunification

President Jiang Zemin said the Chinese

Government will adhere to and implement
an “eight-point” proposition on developing
relations scross the Taiwan Straits and
promoting the peaceful reunification of the
motherland as well as creating better condi-
tions for peaceful reunification

The “eight-point” proposition was put
forth by him on January 30 last year out of
consideration for the interests of the entire
nation and out of respect for history and
reality.

As a first step, he said, the two sides
can hold discussion on formally ending the
state of hostility under the “one China”
principle and come to an agreement. Tai-
wan’s leaders are welcome to visit the
mainland in their proper capacity and “we
are afso willing 10 accept an invitation from
1he Taiwan side to go to Taiwan.’

If Taiwan authorilies arc indeed sin-
cere zbout holding meetings, President
Jiang said, they should give up their political
plot of creating “two Chinag” or “one
China, one Taiwan” in the international
arena and stop all forms of splittist activities
such as agitating for the so-called “return
10 the United Nations.”

They should aiso take immediate prac-
tical steps to develop cross-Straits relations
and to realise the direct exchange of mail,
trade, air and shipping services across the
Straits at an early date. Howcver, what we
have seen is exactly the opposite of this.
The Taiwan authorities recently engaged
apenly in so-called “northward diplomacy”
and continuing their splittist activities.

On the Hong Kong Tssue

President Tiang Zemin said the gov-
ernment's stand on Hony Kong is consistent
and that the establishment of the present
Legislative Council of the British Hong

Kong government violates the Sino-British
3
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Kong, the principles of the Basic Law of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(SAR) and the two governments' agree-
‘ments and memoranda.

As a result, the Chinese Government's
original arrangement, whete all members of
the last Legislative Council could become
members of the first Legislative Council of
the Hong Kong SAR, was impossible. The
British were responsible for the conse-
quences,

After China resumes its exercise of sov-
ereignty over Hong Kong, it will follow the
principle of *Hong Kong people governing
Hong Kong" with a high degree of auton-
omy according to the Sino-British Joint
Declaration and the Basic Law.

Presidemt Jiang stressed that Homg
Kong's prosperity in the past cannot be at-
tributed, as some have suggested, to an in-
dependent judiciary and s free system of the
press, but mainly to the creativity of the
Hong Kong people themselves.

On the Sino-US Ties

With regard to Sino-US ties, the
Chinese President said China hopes the
United States will adopt practical and ef-
fective steps to stick to the “one China"
stand, not only in rhetoric but in action, and
will stop creating discord and friction on
some specific issues.

1t is wrong to link trade with human
rights, he said. US President Bill Clinton
has scen that linking the two issues does not
conform 10 US interests and has decided to
extend China's MFN Status unconditionally,
and the Chinese Government appreciates
this decision.

The US side should also give up all
forms of discriminative policies in trade

4

with China, If the US side abandons the
practice of using the human rights issue to
interfere in China's internal affairs and cause
confrontations, China is willing to exchange
views with the US side on the human rights
issue on the basis of mutual respect and
equality in order to enhance mutual under-
standing.

Both China and the United States exert
a considerable influence in the world, and
the two peoples wish to maintain and de-
veiop healthy and stable ties. Such a rela-
tionship is also beneficial to peace, stabili
and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region
and the rest of the world.

In 1992, 1 suggested that China and the
United States increase mutual trust, reduce
troubles, increase co-operation and not en-
gage in confrontation, This has been and
will be China’s basic principle in handling
relations with the United States.

The key 10 the healthy and steady de-
velopment of Sino-US ties is strictly abiding
by the principies set in the three Sino-US
joint communiques, especially those of
mutual respect for sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, non-intcrference in each
other's internal affairs, equality and mutual
benefit, and corcectly bandling the Taiwan
issue and specific issues in bilateral ties in
the spirit of mutual respect and equal con-
sultations.

Thanks to joint efforts by both sides,
Sino-US relations are showing signs of im-
provement recently. China hopes that the
United States will adopt practical and ef-
fective steps to stick to the "one China”
stand, not only in words but also in deeds.
China also hopes that the United States will
stop creating discord and friction on some
specific issues, but instead create conditions
for the healthy and steady developtment of
bilateral ties.
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On the Sino-Japanese Ties

As 1o Sino-Japanese ties, President
Jiang Zemin said that he hoped the Japanese
Government can lean a lesson from history
and take actions to regain the trust of Asian
countries and people who were victimised
by Japan.

He said that Sino-Japanese relations are
generally stable at present in spite of a few
problems and disputes—the major one being
the failure by some Japanese politicians to
deal with historical issues correctly.

Everyone knows that the war of ag-
gresgion that resulted from fapanese milita-
rism half a century ago caused great suffer-
ing among the Chinese and people of other
Asian countries, This is an indisputable fact.

In recent years, some members of the
Japanese Diet have gone so far as to visit

(Continued from page 14)

7. Perfecting economically sound envi-
ronmental policies and increasing inputs to
environmental protection .

8. Strictly enforcing environmental
protection law and strengthening environ-
mental supervision and management

9. Actively conducting environmentally
related scientific research and energetically
developing environmental protection indus-
trics.

Medium- and long-term scientific and
technological development plans and annual
plans formulated by the state, various lo-
calities and relevant departments should
place prioity on scientific and technological
research related to environmental protection
and development Tt is essential to
strengthen the research of basic environ-
mental science and environmental guality
standards and monitoring techniques, while

the Yasukuni Shrine to pay respects and
attempt to call forth the spirit of Hideki
Tajo and others fike him. Also, some mem-
‘bers of the Japanese Diet have mouthed ab-
surd non-sense in trying to cover up the
facts about the war in China begun by Japa-
nese militarists. He said that this shows that
there are indeed some in Japan who are at-
tempting to revive the old militarist dreams
and that their words and deeds can’t help
arousing the wrath of the Chinese and other
Asian peoples.

On the Sino-European Ties

On Sino-European ties, President Jiang
said that developing economic relations and
trade with all countries, inchuding those of
Europe, is the Chinese Government's palicy
and that the principle is one of equality and
mutual benefit B

at the same time energetically promoting the
application  of scientific and technical
achicvements.

The government will formulate incen-
tives and preferential policies to encourage
the development of environmental protec-
tion industries.

10. Strengthening publicity and educa-
tion to enhance the environmental aware-
ness of the general public.

All Jocalities and departments must ex-
pand general public awareness of the impor-
tance of environmental protection; further
strengthen publicity campaigns and educa-
tion in the realm of environmental protec-
tion; promote the nation-wide knowledge
level related to environmental science and
law; and significantly enhance the nation's
consciousness of environmental protection
and the concept of rule by law.
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~Chinese Premier Li Peng Expounds China's
Indapendent Foreign Policy of Peace at the 96th Inter-Perlicanentary Conference
(Escerpts)

Today, I would Like to take this oppor-
tunity to brief you of the situation in China,
our basic views on present international
situation and the foreign policy of my
country.

China is an influential member of the
intornational community, Nonetheless, the
100-0dd years prior to the middle of this
century represented a calamitous and pain-
ful period during which Chinese people
suffered from invasions and the bullying and
‘humiliation of foreign powers, The founding
of the People's Republic of China in 1949
ushered in a new epoch in Chinese history,
and established Chinese people as masters
of their own destiny.

During the ensuing 40-0dd years, and
especially during the past 18 years since the
introduction of the reform and opening
policies, China bhas made remarkable
achievements in the economic and social
development under the guidance of Deng
Xiaoping's theary of building socialism with
Chinese characteristics. The nation’s GNP
has grown by an average annual rate of 9
percent, and major progress had been re-
corded in economic restructuring. The ex-
tensive effort has thus established a solid
foundation for opening to the outside
world. The Chinese people, both urban and
rural, now enjoy a much improved standard
of living, with various social undertakings
flourishing.

‘Early this year, we formulsted the Ninth
Tive-Year Plan and the Long-Range Objec-
tives Through the Year 2010, We project an
average annual GNP growth rate of 8 per-
cent for the remaining five years of this
century, with the rate falling slightly to 7
percent during the first 10 years of the next
century. This will further upgrade China's
aggregate national strength and lead (o even
greater improvements in the living standard
of the Chinese people. Our economy is in an
excellent position to maintain the current
momentum of development, The Chinese
people are fully confident of achieving all
objectives.

China has a population of over 1.2 bil-
lion, $00 million of which live in the rural
areas. We consistently attach great impor-
tance to and correctly handle the issues re-
lated to agriculture and peasants. Agricul-
ture has always been given priotity in the
course of developing national economy.
The fact that China feed 22% of the total
global population with 7% of the world ar-
able land displays precisely that the Chinese
people can count on themselves. It is true
that China will face an increasing need of
food grain with the economic development,
population growth and a rising living
standard, nevertheless, China has great po-
tentialfor increasing grain production. At
present, agricultural productivity in China
remains at 4 relatively low fevel, with me-
dium- and low-yield lands accounting for a
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ral resources for agricultural and sideline
production left unfully used. Therefore,
there'is a broad prospect for all-around
agricultural development.

The past decades have witnessed the
fact that we have coped with the food
problem  successfully depending on our
own efforts, In the years to come, under
the circumstances of sustainable economic
development, the Chinese people are ca-
pable to obtain ample food and clothing on
the long standing by relying on domestic
efforts.

At the time of advancing the economic
development in China, much efforts have
been devoted to strengthen its socialist de.
moeracy and legal system and to promote
ethical and cultural progress so as to bring
about an overall advance of the society.
The Chinese Constitution slipulstes that all
the rights in the People’s Republic of China
belong to the people; and that people’s
political rights are commonly respected and
protected. The right to democracy and
freedom enjoyed by Chinese people today
are unprecedented in any period of Chinese
history. China’s efforts on improving the
overail buman rights conditions and prog-
ress achieved have been there for us 1o see.
The Chinese government attaches special
importance to rights and interests of women
and children, and firmly guarantees by law
and in practical actions around the country.

In China, men and women alike enjoy
equal pay for equal work. Working women
enjoy special labour protection and labour
insurance and their right to receive educa-
tion ig respected. Children are taken as the
hope and future of the country, and theic
healthy growth ensured by the hard work of
the Chinese peaple .

China is a unified country with a di-
versified ethnic groups, a big family of 56
such groups enjoying harmonious relations.

China is now upholding and improving
steadily its regional sutonomy system to en-
sure fully that the autonomous regions can
enjoy rights to autonomy and right to eth-
sic equality. The ethnic minority people not
only enjoy the same rights stipulated by the
Constitution and the law like the Han peo-
ple do, accounting 92% of the total popula-
tion of the country, but are also given spe-
cial considerations in economic, cultural and
social development and some other as-
pects. The tradition and customs of each
ethnic group are respected, and their free-
dom of religious belief totally guaranteed.

China now faces a basic national condi-
tion of an uneven regional development,
which is also a common phenomenon in all
other big countries in their economic devel-
opment. Ever since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, especially over
# decade of reform and opening-up, na-
tional economy has been blessed with a
rapid development in all part of the country
including areas inhabited by ethnic groups.
Nevertheless, regional disparity can’t pos-
sibly be removed in the near future due to
the historical factors, natural conditions and
various elements in infrastructure. The Chi-
nese goverament has been taking effective
measurcs and making endeavour to narrow
the gap, and some achievements have been
made.

China's Contribution

China, the world's largest developing
country, is home to 20 percent of the
world's population. China has ability to
maintain political stability, economic pros-
perity, ethaic harmony and social progress,
and ensure that its people live in peace and

7




[image: image8.png]contentment, will represent an important
contribution to world peace, stability, de-
velopment and prosperity. This is indeed
why Ching's development and progress have
been well received and extensively sup-
ported by people around the world.

‘Nonetheless, misguided claims continue
1o surface, with some people exaggerating
China's difficulties and asserting that the
nation will "coltapse”. Still others have de-
liberately exaggerated China's economic
strength and spread the fallacy of a *China
threat”. Neither assertion can be substanti-
ated by fact.

While we have made remarkable
achievements in various aspects in recent
years, our per capita GNP remains quite
low. Faced with a poor economic founda-
fion and a massive population, we must
continue to work difigently for several more.
decades before truly realising modernisa-
tion. Bven when becoming stronger, we will
never constitute a threat 1o other countries,
a0t will we ever commit aggression and op-
pression against other people.

We have solemnly declared on many
occasions that China is firmly opposed to
begemonism, and will refrain from ever
seeking hegemony. Chinese are staunchly
dedicated to maintaining world peace and
promoting human progress. A world enjoy-
ing peace and development requires a stable
and prosperous China. The nation's reform,
opening and modernisation also require an
international environment of lasting peacs.

International Situation

Generally speaking, the current interna-
tional situation is moving towards greater
relaxation, with forces dedicated to peace
continuing to increase steadily. Nonetheless,
the world faces two major tasks in its pur-
suit of peace and development, We must
]

not fail to recognise that the world is still
fraught with complicated contradictions and
world peace and stability sre facing a seri-
ous threat, The unfair and inequitable inter-
national pofitical and economic order re-
mains largely intact. Uneven economic de-
velopment continues to widen the gap be-
tween the rich and poor countries. The de-
velopment of mankind and indeed its very
survival faces formidable challenges.

The trend toward multi-polarity contin-
ues 10 gain momentum throughout the
world. The inter-dependency, constraints
and co-operation amongst various major
forces sre conducive to world peace and
stability. The world now has some 200
countries and all, large or small, rich or
poor, strong or weak, are equal members of
the international community. Maintaining
world peace requires the joint efforts of
peaple from all countries, and world affairs
‘must be jointly managed by all the people.

We live in a diversified world with a
kaleidoscope of sosial systems, values, lev-
«ls of development, historical traditions, re-
ligious beliefs and cultural backgrounds.
Peopic in different countries must have the
right to choose their social system and de-
velopment models, as well as life styles
suited to their own national conditions. No
country has the right to interfere in the in-
ternal affairs of other countries. Turming a
blind eye to the objective reality of world
diversity and attempting to impose one's
own will on others in an attempt 1o build
world based on a uniform system, model o
ideology will be to no avail.

Peace and development are closely
linked. Development will be impossible
without peace, and without the former there
will be no guarantees for lasting peace. Sci-
entific aad technological progress, along
with economic development, have contrib-
uted to closer inter-relationships between
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The complementary economies of de-
veloped and developing countries will
‘benefit North-South co-operation and will
serve the progress of the wotld as a whole.
Misguided acts to bully the weak, oppress
the poor, engage in unequal exchanges or
adopt discriminative policies in international
economic relations will not only harm the
interests of others, but those of the perpe-
trator as well. Such actions defy current in-
temational trends.

Peaceful Coexistence

Asian nations initiated the well-known
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence in
the mid-1950s---the principles of mutual re-
spect for soversignty and teritorial integ-
rity, mutual  non-aggression,  non-
interference in the internal affairs of another
country, equality and tutual benefit, and
peaceful coexistence.

The principles were based on profound
reasoning. Throughout contemporary his-
tory, most Asian countries have suffered
through many years of colonialist aggres-
sion, with many reduced to either colonial
or semi-colonial states. The war of sggres-
sion Japanese militarists launched in World
War 1T inflicted tremendous suffering on
Asian counties and their people. Protracted
struggles eventually enabled the people of
Asian nations to free themsclves from co-
lonial rule and win national independence
and liberation. This is indeed the reason
why they deeply cherish peace and inde-
pendence, and place high value on hard-
‘won state sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity. Tt is also the reason why they urgently
call for mutual non-aggression and the
friendly coexistence of states.

The brilliant oriental ancient civilisation
constitutes a major contribution to world
civilisation and human progress. Neverthe-
less, colonialists long tried to domineer and
impose their own will and values on Asian
countries in an sttempt to force the people
of said nations to abandon their traditions
and cultures. Such acts naturally sroused
strong indignation and opposition from
Agian countries. This is why independent
Asian countries fimly maintain that all
countries have the right to choase their own
social systems and roads to development, as
well as to oppose interference in the internai
affairs of other countries and the imposition
of the will of one nation on another.

Asians are peace-loving people, and
Asian culture offers ample access to ac-
commodation, Asians have consistently held
that countries and nations should live in
amity with each other, learn from and draw
upon other cultures and co-operate on the
basis of equality and mutual benefit in the
interests of common development and prog-
ress. The Five Principles of Peaceful Coex-
istence represent an important contribution
the people of Asian countries have made to
warlg politics and international relations

Over the past four-odd decades, the
principles have exhibited their vitality by
standing the test of time and have been ac-
cepted by the international community. We
believe that the Five Principles of Peaceful
Caexistence will not only serve as norms
guiding state-to-state relations, but also as
the fundamental principles for establishing a
new type of state-1o-state relationships and
indeed & new international political and
economic order.

China's Foreign Policy
Chita has unswervingly pursued an in-

dependent forcign policy of peace. The ba-
L
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guarding national independence and sate
sovereignty, and cresting an international
eavironment favourabie to its reform,
opening and modernisation efforts, as well
as maintaining world peace and promoting
common development. The policy is based
on the following main elements:

Maintaining independence, We are
principled in international affairs, determin-
ing our own position and policies in accor-
dance with the merits of each case and
never yielding to pressure from mejor pow-
ers, nor enteting into alliance with &y ma-
jor power or power bloc

Maintaining world peace. China does
not participate in the arms race, nor does it
seek military oxpansion. China. resolutely
opposes hegemonism, power politics, ag-
gression and expansion in whatever form, as
well as encroachments perpetrated by one
country on the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of another, o interference in the
internal affairs of another nation wnder the
protext of ethic, religious or human rights
issues.

Friendly relations and co-operation.
China sincerely hopes 1o establish and de-
velop friendly ties and co-operative rela-
tionship with all countries on the basis of
the Five Principles of Peacoful Coexistence.
Relations with other states are never based
on social systems or ideologics,

Good-neighbourly and friendly rela-
tioms. China has vigorously advanced
friendly relations with neighbouring coun-
tries, worked diligently for regional peace
and stability, and promoted regional eco-
nomic co-operation. Qur nation stands for
fair and reasonable settlements of border
and territorial disputes through negotiations

10

and consultations, including the- offshore
territory. Disputes defying immediate solu-
tions can be temporarily shelved in the spirit
of seeking common ground while putting
aside differences. They should never be al-
lowed to stand in the way of the develop-
‘ment of normal state-to-state relations.

Enhanced unity and co-operstion
with developing countries. This factor has
always been a comerstane of our foreign
policy. We attach great importance to the
development of comprehensive friendly re-
lations and co-operation with other develop-
ing countries. We have vigorously explored
ways to engage in mutually complementary
co-operation with other developing nations
in the economic, trade, scientific and tech-
nolagical sectors, and have expanded con-
sultations and co-operation with them on
international issues in order to maintain the
rights and interests of all developing coun-
tries.

Opening policy. China is open to both
developed and developing countries and has
engaged in extensive international co-
operation on the basis of equality and mu-
tual benefit to promote common develop-
ment, China, the worlds targest developing
country and 4 permanent member of the UN'
Security Council, stands ready to make un-
remitting efforts to ensure world peace and
development, and the establishment of a
new, fair and equitable international politi-
cal and economic order based on peace and
stability

Mankind is at the threshold of the 21st
century, a century filled with propmises. The
Chincse government and people are eager
to work together with people throughout
the world to create a world of peace and
development W
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On September 24, 1996, Chingse Vice-
Premies and Foreign Minister Qian Qichen
signed the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
in the UN on behalf of Chinese government.
Right after the signing, Mr. Qian made &
statement elaborating China’s principled
positions on nuclear disarmament and ban
of nuclear test.

The statement reads that China always
stands for comprehensive ban on muclear
weapon test explosions in the process to-
ward the objective of complete muclear dis-
armament.  Deeply convinced that the
CTBT is conducive to the promotion of
nuclear disarmament and prevention of nu-
clear proliferation, China supports negotia-
tions to conclude 4 treaty, which should be
fair, reasonable, verifiable with universal
adherence and an unlimited duration. China
would also like 10 take sctive steps to
quicken the ratification and effect-taking
process of the treaty.

The statement appeals solemnly as the
following

1. Major nuclear powers should re-
nounce their palicy of fuclear deterrence;
those possessing huge nuclear arsenals
should continue to drastically cut back their
stockpiles.

2. All nuclear states should assume the
obligation not to be the first to use nuclear
weapons at any time or under any circum-
stances; they should unconditionally re-
nounce the use or threat of use of such
‘weapons against non-unclear states or nu-

clear-free-zones; and should conclude inter-
national ingtruments to this effect without
detay.

3. States which have deployed muclesr
weapons overseas stould  withdraw them
completely; all nuclear states should pledge
support 10 the maves to ot up miclear-free-
zones; and should respect the status of such
zones and assume corresponding. obliga-
tions.

4. All states should refrain from devel-
oping or deploying weapon systems in outer
space and missile defence systems that un-
derming strategic security and stability.

5. All states should negotiate with a
view to concluding an intetnati
tion on the cormplete grohil
ough destruction of nuclear weapons,

Since mankind has been able to produce
nuclear weapons in the 20th centuty, it is
fully capable of abolishing them in the 21st
century. The Chinese Govemment and
people are seady to join hands with all gov-
ermments and peoples of the world to strive
for the vealisation of this lofty goal.

The statement says that the Chiness
govermment is in favour of verifications
conducted in accordance with the treaty so
as to guarantec its faithful implement.
Meanwhile, China firmly opposes verifica-
tion abuses by any country, which inciude
violation of well--acknowledged intema-
tional law by using secret agents and intelli-
gent information, encroachment upon its
sovereignty and (Continued to page 21)
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——Wu Jianmin speaking at the UN. Sub-Commiittee on Human Rights

On August 9, Wu Jianmin, head of the
Chinese observers, briefed the 48th session
of the Sub-Committes on Discsiminations
Prevention and Protection of Human Rights
of China's contributions to safeguarding
and promoting human rights and strengther
international co-operation in this field. He
stressed that in a developing country like
China with a population of 1. billion, rights
to subsistence and development are the fun-
damental ones which should be given prior-
ity over any other issues. At the same time,
China also attaches importance to ensuring
its people of various civil and political
vights  For this pucpose, China has
adopted an electoral system which guaran-
tees its peaple to be the masters of the
country and are able to take part in policy-
making in line with the national conditions.

Mr. Wu said that China is devoted to
the strengthening of legal system along with
construction of democracy, and attaches
importance 1o guaranteeing human rights by
laws, In recent years, China has enacted &
number of important laws to effectively
protect citizens’ 1ights and freedom, which
include Law on Protecting Rights and Inter-
ests of Women, Law on Protection of Mi-
nors, Law on Protection of the Disabled,
Law on Lawyers, Law on State Compensa-
tion, Law on Administrative Work and a

series of others. Mr. Wu also said that
while efforts are made to promote and pro-
tect human rights of the Chinese people,
equad attention has been paid 1o develop.
ment of international co-operation in this
respect. At present, China has signed 15
international human rights conventions, ac-
tively pasticipated in various activities of the
UN relating to hueman rights and performed
sincerely the duties stipulated in the con-
ventions . In recent years China has also
hold many rounds of " bilateral dialogues on
the issues of human rights, exchanging
views and opinions in the field of interna-
tional human right.

Mr. Wu believed that there are various
civilisations and cultures co-existing in this
diversified world; each civilisation and cul-
ture has its own essence and cannot be
simply classified as superior or inferior.
Therefore, different opinions on human
tights are possible and reasonsble, He ex-
pressed the hope that the Sub--Committee
of Human Rights should adhere to the UN
Charter and implement the Vienna Decla-
sation and Program of Action on the basis
of equality and through good-will dialogues
to promote tutual understanding and to
seek common ground while shelving differ-
ences, so as to make contributions to the
international cause of human rightsm
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

State Council Decisions on Environmental Protection
(Excerpts)

1. Clarifying goals and adopting admin-
istrative leadership responsibility system for
environmental quality.

The total pollutant discharge volume
must be placed under control, and a nation-
wide quota for the discharge of major pol-
lutants must be established and accompa-
nied by regular announcements of related
levels.

The level of pollutants discharged by all
sources of industrial pollution must fulfil
both national and local standards by no later
than the year 2000; all provinces, autono-
maus regions and municipalities must en-
sure that the total volume of poliutants dis-
charged in areas under their respective ju-
risdictions remain within the levels pre-
scribed by the state; continuing deteriora-
tion resulting from environmental pollution
and related ecological damage will basically
be placed under control; and all municipali-
ties, provincial capitels, cities designated as
special economic zones, open coastal cities
and major tourist cities must fulfil relevant
state standards for air, ground water and
environmental quality.

People’s governments al various levels
must include environmental protection as a
major item on their sgendas, undertake
regular systematic studies and resolve
problems related to environmental protec-
tion in a timely manner

2, Solving environmental problems with
priority on key issues

Local people’s governments at all levels
must effectively implement the Law of the

People's Republic of China on Water Pollu-
tion Prevention, strengthen control over
Sources of water pollution, and ensure that
safe water is supplied for industrial and ag-
ricultural production and the daily needs of
the people. Emphasis must be placed on
protecting sources of potable water which
have a direct bearing on the daily life of the
people. Preventing the pollution in various
river valleys must be strengthened.

Local people’s governments at all levels
must effectively prevent air pollution in line
with the Law of the People's Republic of
China on the Prevention and Treatment of
Air Pollution. Related cfforts will facus on
controlling atmospheric pollution created by
buming coal and aggravated pollution
caused by sulphur dioxide and acid rain.

People's governments in various cities
must strengthen the comprehensive protec-
tion of the urban environment, with the fo-
cus on controlling pollution created by
waste water, waste gases, residue and noise.

Local people's governments at all levels
must adopt effective measures in accor-
dance with relevant State Council stipula-
tions goveming efforts o strengthen the
environmental management of township
enterprises while fundamentally eliminating
aggravated environmental pollution and
ecological damage caused by such enter-
prises.

3. Strictly adhering to relevant rules to
curb new sources of pollution.

All new, expanded and technological
renovation projects regardless of whether

13





[image: image14.png]e NoH2;

small-, medium- or large-sized, must intro-
duce pollution-free production techniques
which consume reasonable levels of enctgy
and materials while producing limited fevels
of pollutants. The use of equipment and
techniques bannied by the state is prohibited.

All new projects entering production or
opesations must fulfil state or local pollutant
discharge standards.

When examining asd approving proj-
ects, administrative departments in charge
of environmental protection must refiise to
ratify environmental impact study reports or
cnvironmental protection facility acceptance
reports for projects failing to meet environ-
mental protection standards and require-
ments, All other authorities engaged in the
examination and approval process must also
efuse to grant approval for the construc-
tion or operation of such projects, and all
banks concerned must refuse to grant te-
lated loans,

Administrative supervision departments
eed in accordance with their re-
s and relevant stipulations to
strengthen supervision over the enforcement
of environmental protection laws and regu-
lations by govemments at various levels,
administrative departments in charge of en-
vironmental protection and other rclated
departments.

4. Bstablishing time limits for fulfilling
standards and expediting the treatment of
old sources of pollution,

Effective immediately on the peomulga-
tion date of the Decisions, people's govern-
ments above the county level or entrusted
administrative departments in charge of en-
vironmental protection must progeed sc-
cording to law to establish time limits re-
quiring units from discharging pollutants in
excess of pollution control standards. Units
failing to complete treatment procedures by
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the deadline will be forced to close, suspend
operations or switch to the production of
other products.

5. Adopting effective measures to
eliminate pollution created by the transfer of
wastes.

In accordance with stipulations in the
Basal Convention on the Control of Trans-
boardering Movements of Hazardous Waste
under Their Disposal, China strictly prohib-
its any transferral of dangerous waste prod-
uets from abroad. All related departments
rust, in accordance with the stipulations of
the Law of the People’s Republic of China
on Environmental Prevention and Control
of Solid Waste Pollution, strictly control
imports and prohibit any transferral of haz-
ardous wastes and trash from abroad.

6. Muimairing the ecological batance,
protecting and rationally developing natural
resources.

Local people's governments at all levels
must strengthen the protection of freshwa-
ter resources, land, forests, grasslands, min-
eral resources, seas and oceans, plants and
animals, climate and other natural re-
sources, and the ecological enviromment
within their respective territory, The afore-
mentioned resources should be rationally
developed and used on the premise of
maintaining the ecological balance. It is also
essential to develop ecological farming, en-
ergetically expand afforestation, restore and
develop grasslands vegetation, and preveat
desertification.

It is also necessary to sirengthen the
forecasting capacity and emergency meas-
ures to cope with pollution resulting from
accidents and disasters, and strive to reduce
adverse affects to the ecological environ-
ment and limit the resulting loss of life and
property,

(Continued to page 5)
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——The Fourth National Envirenmental Protection Conference

‘The State Council sponsored the Fourth
National Environmental Protection Confer-
ence in mid-July. The Beijing Conference
included a summary of China's remarkable
achievements in environmental protection
since the third national conference and in-
troduced programs for the future.

The Conference included explanations
of the Program for Totally Controfling the
Discharge of Pollutants, the Program for
the Trans-Century Green Project and vari-
ous other major measures. The Conference
called for strengthening environmental su-
pervision and administration in the realm of
the prevention and treatment of industrial
pollution, end protecting the urban and
ecological environment in line with State
Council decisions regarding environmental
protection matters. They also called for the
adoption of resolute measures to control
both existing and future sources of pollu-
tion, and noted that implementing the
aforementioned program in a positive and
stable manner will require extensive initial
efforts 1o control the total discharge of
pollutants posing major threats to the envi-
ronment. Comparatively developed, seri-
ously polluted and environmental sensitivity
areas should strive to curb the total dis-
charge volume, and governments at all lev-
els should place priority to the green project
when drafting plans for both social and eco-
nomic development

In an address to the closing ceremony,
Song Jian, Chairman of the State Council
Environment  Protection  Committee,
stressed that protecting the environment is
the key to carry out the strategy of sustain-
able development, Environmental protection
and effective use of natural resources are
the basic condition for ensuring China's ex-
istence and development. Implementation of
sustainable development strategy calls for
abandoning old concepts, implermenting new
policies, adjusting industrial policies and ra-
tionalising  consumption, Its wrong to
sever environmental protection from eco-
nomic development, or even to set the for-
mer against the latter. Implementation of
the strategy for sustainable development is
directly related to whether or not China can
smoothly realise ils general goals for na-
tional economic and social developmeat. In
this sense, it is an important political issue.
M. Song pointed out that the preven-
tion and treatment of water pollution is a
task of priority during the Ninth Five-Year
Plan period (1996-2000). Many freshwater
resources throughout the mation currently
contain pollution levels far in excess of rec-
ommended standard. Underground water
resources in many areas are also subject to
heavy pollution which precludes their use as
potable drinking water, Pollution also poses
a direct threat to the quality of life and pro-
duction in various (Continued to page 19)
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By Tian Chunliang

The city of Yantai in Shandong Prov-
ince recently rejected the entey of a for-
eign-funded project which, designed to burn
imported waste plastics, would create seri-
ous environmental pollution.

This was the 16th foreign-fanded proj-
ect Yantai has rejected in recent years due
10 the fikelihood of their being sources of
pollution. The local government further
demonstrated its concern with environ-
mental protection in the first six months of
this year by closing four paper mills which
had seriously contaminated the city’s water
cesources. Apparently, Chinese and foreign
enterprises receive equal treatment on
questions related to environmental protec-
tion.

The city's practice of attracting foreign
capital and enhancing economic develop-
ment not at the expense of the environment
bas won extensive acclaim. Today, cye-
catching billboards and placards reading
“Protect the environment for future gen-
erations” can be found everywhere in the
city, indicating Yantai people’s increasing
environmental awareness.

Veto Power

The importance Yantai attaches to envi-
ronmental protection is readily demon-
strated by the environmental department’s
veto power over new foreign-funded con-
struction projects, ranging from the items to
be introduced to the selection of sites for
such projects. Tn addition, the department
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exercises extreme care when selecting sites
for plants with the capability of effectively
controlfing pollution. For example, it has
located Mitsubishi’s 900,000-ton cement
project autside the densely populated Eco-
nomic and Technological Development
Zone.

The department has also vetoed all
small chemical, electroplating, papermaking
and tannery projects which are most often
sources of heavy pollution. Because Yantai
exercised strict control over severely pollut-
ing straw-pulp paper mills in 1988, no such
projects have opened since. The city has
also made it a major goal to control se-
verely polluling projects with high water
and energy consumption in its environ-
mental protection managenient of construc-
tion projects.

Yantai's environmental protection de-
partment also enjoys the power to terminate
or suspend projects creating serious pollu-
tion problems. A recent generai survey of
Zhaoyuan County conducted by the de-
partment revealed that the local paper mill
and salt flouride, gourmet powder and
chemical plants had caused serious pollu-
tion. The department immediately ordered
the enterprises to close or suspend opera-
tions.

To facilitate its envirommental protec-
tion efforts, Yantai has in recent years ter-
minated the operations of dozens of indus-
trial projocts, which has incurred lost reve-
nug in excess of 100 million yuan. The local
government has nonetheless considered the
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Huge Investment

According to the Yantai Environmental
Protection Buresu, the city has since 1986
allocated 177 billion yusn for environ-
mental protection, with said figure account-
ing for 1.02 percent of its gross domestic
product (GDP) for the period. The ity
plans to complete an additional 66 environ-
mental protection projects this year.

Yantai’s environmental protection pro-
gram proceeds simultancously with the de-
sign, construction and completion of proj-
ects. Related requirements are met in the
construction process by all large and me-
dium-sized projects throughout the city.

Yantai’s pollution control effort focuses
on the use of science and technology to
eliminate sources of pollution by allocating
tue funds. The city requires emterprises
which are likely sources of serious pollution
to construct treatment facilities. For exam-
ple, the Yantai Copper Products Factory
has invested 2 million yuan to construct an
advanced sewage warks; the Machine-Tool
Accessories Plant installed emulsion and
chromium-plated sewage processors and
auxifiary facilties; the Bearing Factory in-
troduced vacuum air-flow technology to
process emulsion cutting fluids, and the
Tractor Spare Parts Plant has introduced
electric heating technology to treat poilu-
tion. The combined efforts have helped to
effectively control pollution created by en-
terprises. Introducing improved technology
to control pollution represents an important

approach Yentai has adopted to climinate
pollution.

Sound Environment

To further improve its environment,
Yantai has established 16 urban emissions
control  districts and  comprehensively
treated 11 water pollution areas. The city is
currently implementing additional environ-
‘mental protection projects designed to basi-
cally control pollution by the end of 1997,
with the focus on introducing central heat-
ing, gas and an enmvironmentally friendly
trash disposal system in all urban areas, and
effectively controlling offshore pollution.
Total funding for said projects is expected
to reach 1.5 billion yuan,

Yantai has also established one state-
level and two provincial-level nature re-
serves. Changdao County is in the process
of developing an ecologically sound fisher-
ies industry and an overall marine ecology.
‘With a forest converage rate of 53 percent,
the county is designated as & provinciak
level bird sanctuary, a state-level forest park
by the provincial government and the State
Council. The county was awarded the “Top
500 Global Environment™ nomination prize
in 1994,

Tnstead of curtailing economic devel-
opment, Yantai's environmental protection
effort has become a major factor in atiract-
ing overseas investment, More than 40 tran-
snational companies from countries such &s
the United States, the Republic of Korea,
Japan and Germany have come to invest in
Yantai. These companies have funded over
180 new and high technology projects such
3 electrical conducting glass and electronic
network comber board Il
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China sent representatives to the
‘Working Conference on Ozone Layer Pro-
tection, sponsored by the United Nations
Environment Program in 1986, and has
proceeded from scratch to achieve remark-
able progress in related efforts.

To date, China has basically completed
18 ozone layer protection projects with five
of which having passed government exami-
nations. The said projects are expected 1o
cut the substances known to deplete the
ozone layer by 4,648 tons. Numerous Chi-
nese enterprises have also allocated sub-
stantial funding to eliminate the use of
harmful substances, with recent statistics
indicating a 6,000-10n reduction in the use
of such substances.

China has actively engaged in the inter-
national co-operation related to protecting
the ozone Jayer. For example, China joined
the Vienna Convention for the Protection of
the Ozone Layer in 1989, and the Amended
‘Montreal Protocol. Four major international
organisations have thus far provided
US$105.6 million in funding for 173 Chi-
nese ozone layer protection projects. Com-
pletion of said projects will reduce the use
of substances harmful to the ozone layer by
an estimated 32,000 tons. China has also
entered related bilateral co-operation with
the United. States, Germany, Switzerland,
Canada and Japan

In 1992, China established a national
leading group for ozone layer protection
The group, composcd of officials from 17
ministries and commissions under the State

Counil, has since convened 25 meetings to
undertake timely studies and guide work
related to the implementation of relevant
conventions. In 1992, the Chinese govern-
ment also formulated its plan for gradually
eliminating substances harmful to the ozone
layer. Various sectors and local govern.
ments have simultaneously established cor-
responding management agencies, with the
combined efforts having initially formed a
nation-wide ozone layer protection man-
agement system,

The chemical, ‘industrial and commer-
cial cold storage, solvent and refrigeration
manufacturing scetors have each established
agencies to promote the development of
ozone layer protection technology. Since
last year, the chemical, automobile manufac-
turing, air conditioner and foamed plastics
sectors have joined five other sectors in
drafling and -adopting strategic plans for
eliminating the use of substances harmful to
the ozone layer,

China has also gradually strengthened
laws related to protecting the ozone layer.
Relevant departments have formulated a
series of administrative rules in line with
their respective characteristics, including the
Circular on Controlling the Development of
Aerosol Products Using CFCs issued by the
former Ministry of Light Industry, and the
Circular on Strengthening Management
Over the Production of Choleric Bifluoride
issued by the Ministry of Chemical Indus-
try®
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West China’s Gansu Province has
adopted various measures to protect wild-
life resources, including the establishment of
33 wildlife preserves and an endangered
wildlife research centre.

Gansu, home to 112 wildlife species
under state protection, initiated its program
1o establish wildhfe preserves in 1963, with
said facilities now covering more than 3.8
million hectares, or 8.4 percent of the
province's total land area. The Endangered
Wildlife Rescarch Centre, constructed at a
cost of 6 million RMB yuan, has succeeded
in the captive breeding of wild horses,
golden hair monkeys, saiga antelope, wild
donkeys and various other species under
first-class government protection. The cen-
tre, which has recorded significant headway

{Continued from page 15) river valleys. If
Ie unchecked, pollution will forever be a
scourge burdening future generations i
China. We must definitively solve problems
involving serious water pollution, and effort
which will require placing reliance on a
powerful legal system for protecting water
resources. The Ninth Five-Year Plan period
will feature strengthened efferts 1o enforce

in raising the captive population of & num-
ber of endangered species, has won the ac-
knowledgement of both Chinese and foreign
experts as China’s largest desert wildlife
park and comprehensive breeding base for
rare and endangered species.

In 1990, the province promuigated the
Gansu Provincial Rules for Implementation
of the Wild-life Protection, Provincial List
of Wildiife Species Under Key State Pro-
tection and vatious other related local
regulations.

The extensive publicity campaign car-
ried out by wildiife protection authorities
has promoted general public awareness of
the need to care for and protect wild ani-
mals. W

environmental protection laws. We must
use said legal system to guide society as the
nation enters the new century. All members.
of society must actively participate in re-
lated activities and must engage in a reso-
lute struggle to eliminate pollution and be-
haviour leading to destruction of the envi-
ronment.
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Asian Countries
Warned of the Political Trend
in Japan by Public Opinions in Macao

Major newspapers in Macso have re-
cently published articles to condemn the
revival of militarism in Japan, and to wam
Asian countries 1o heighten their vigilance
against this political trend.

The editorial in Macao Daily on August
17 commented that as Hushimoto men-
tioned Japan’s previous war crimes bu only
casually in a speech, six cabinet ministers
went to pay homage to the Yasukumi
Shrine, so did 147 LDP Congressional
members and 35 NP Congressional mem-
bers either going themselves or sending
their secretaries instead. ‘Inside and outside
of the Shrine, many veterans of the old
“Imperial army” and members of right-wing
groups raised a noisy hue and cry, chanting
such slogans like “Long live the Wu-yun”
and ‘Great Asian War, No lnvasion” The
attempts displayed by their hideous behav-
jour to revive mifitarism in Japan are still
Tampant.

The editorial insisted that Japan’s re-
fusal to reckon its history of aggression has
a close link with its momentum of expand-

ing military strength. Ever since 1993, Ja-
pan’s military budget has ranked second
globally and 1995 saw another increase by
21%. Various signs indicate precisely that
the right-wing force is trying to push an
economic powerful Japan on 1o the rail of a
big military power, which calls far peo-
ple’s vigilance,

Righteous in Macso also published an
editorial with a title read On Guard Against
the Revival of the Militarism. The editorial
commented that Japancse politicians have
delivered from time to time statements and
actions denying their history of invasior,
which set Asian countries greatly worried
about the revival of Japanese militarism.

Other newspapers including Overseas
Chinese, the Mass, Civilian Daily, etc. also
cartied articles with eyes--catching head-
lines, criticising the lingering evil spirit of
Japanese militarism and expressing anger
toward the fact that Japanese administrators
having paid homage to the Yasukuni
Shrine M





[image: image21.png]Peate:No 42

Japan’s Ambition for Expansion
Not Abandoned

Mr. Chang Daechung, a professor in
Seoul University of the Republic of Korea
pointed out recently that Japan's expansion.
ist ambition is not abandoned.

Professor Chang said in one of his arti-
cles published in Korea Daily that Japan’s
foreian policies have come to be one of the
issues that Asia-Pacific countries show the
most concern for during the past Cold War
years. Whether Japan would take the path
of interdependent symbiosis shaced by Asian
countries following the mainstream of the
time, ot on the contrasy, would seek po-
itical and mifitary hegemony compatible
with its economic strength by going against
the mainstream of the time, could not be
but crucial for these countries including
South Korea.

The article said that in the 1930s, Ja-
pan’s choice of the expansionist foreign
policy was against the trend of the time,
which had plunged most of Asia in tragic
wars and cruel oppression. History tells us
that only Japan unites its diplomatic goals
with the present trend of the time, could
peace be obtained in Asia.

‘According 1o the article, the Liberal
Democracy Party, the biggest one in Japan,

{Continued form page 11) endangering its
appropriate security interests.

The statement stresses that huge nu-
clear arsemals still exist in present world, so
does the policy of nuclear deterrence based
on first use of nuclear weapons. ¥ is the
highest national interest of China to ensure
the nuclear weapons safety, reliability and

has recently gone 50 far as to incorporate in
its Convention for the Japanese General
Election the two issues involving teritories
of South Korean's Lonely Tslands and
China’s Diao Yu Islands, and the official
visits to the Yasukuni Shrine paid by the
Prime Minister and members of Japanese
Diet; phenomena like these didn’t even oc-
cur in the Cold War period at the end of
1980s. Japan should not indulge in the so-
called territory issues and visits to the
Yasukuni Shrine, rather, it should put in
greater efforts to expose and criticise its
bistory of aggression.

The article argued that the reason why
South Korea should feel much uneasy about
the newly-accrued trend in Japan is that
policies and political base which contained
Tapan from adopting 2 derail foreign policy
is collzpsing. At present, the four unoffi-
cial refraining factors including three non-
nuclear principles, defence spending kept
under 1% of the GNP and taboo of sending
troops overseas and arms expart have all
been broken. International pressure should
be applied to keep Japan from going too
far @

effectiveness before the achievement of the
thorough destruction of muclear weapons.
Finally, the statement reiterates that Chi-
nese gavernment and people wish to join
the governments and peoples around the
world for realisation of the complete pro-
hibition and thorough destruction of nuclear

wweapon on an carly date.
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Some Notes from Attending
the 46th Pugwash Annual Conference

At the invitation of the Pugwash Con-
ference on Science and World Affairs, Xie
Zhigiong, Deputy Sectetary-General of the
Chinese People's Association for Peace and
Disarmament(CPAPD) and CPAPD staff
Mr. Wu Kesheng attended the 46th annual
conference held from September 1-7, 1996
in Lahti, Finland, Present at the conference
were 135 soientists and scholars from 40
countries and 35 young pugwashites from 9
countries. The Finish govemment attached
great importance to the convocation of the
conference, the host Finish Pugwash Group
made positive preparations and considerate
arrangements. Finish President Martti Aht-
issari and UN Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali  sent congratulatory mas-
sages. Ambassadors or diplomats from over
10 countries such as the United States,
Russia, China were present at the Opening
Ceremony.

The theme of the conference was Se-
curity, Co-operation and Disarmament: the
Unfinished Agenda for the 1990s with the
following 6 working groups, (1) Nuclear-
Weapon-Free World, (2) Small Arms Pro-
liferation, (3) Future Systems for Regional
Defence: the Case in an Enlarged European
Union, (4) Global Action on the En-
ergy/Climate Interaction, () Developing in
Peace, and (6) The UN Afier the S0th An-
niversary--Global Governance. Deputy Sec-
retary-General Xie Zhiqiong attended the
first working group and presented a paper
entitled  Abandoning Nuclear Deterrent
Policy as a Key to Realise the Complete

2

Prohibition and Thorough Destruction of
‘Nuclear Weapons while Mr. Wu Kesheng
participated in the fifth working group enti-
tled Developing in Peace and submitted &
paper entitled Poverty-Reliefin China,

In the paper of Abandoning Nuclear
Deterrent Policy as a Key to Realise the
Complete Prohibition and Thorough De-
struction of Nuclear Weapons, Mr. Xie
Zhigiong emphasised that after the end of
the Cold War, obvious progress has been
recorded through the efforts related to the
international disarmament and muclesr dis-
armament in particular. In the wake of
START [ and START I signed by the
United States and Russia(USSR), 178
countries adopted the decision for indefinite
extension of the NPT in the form of consen-
sus through consultation in May 1995, and
the negotiation on the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty was conducted in & positive
manner, All these have fully reflected the
results of the unremitting efforts made by
the peace-loving counties and people in the
world over the past 50
peal for complete prohit
destruction of nuclear weapons and for re-
alisation of nuclear-free world have become
the common aspiration of the people and an
irresistible trend of the world today.

He argued that the abandoning of the
nuclear deterrent policy is the key to
achieve comprehensive nuclear disarmament
and to establish nuclear-free world. The
United States and some other nuclear pow-
ers still view the nuclear deterrent policy as
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for the internationa secunity. So long as
the major nuclear powers refuse to abandon
their nuclear deterrent policy, and continue
to possess a large amount of nuclear weap-
ons, the world is shadowed by the horrible
nuclear war. He appealed to all nuclear
‘weapon states to sbandon nuclear deterrent
policy, undertake not to be the first to use
nuclear weapons under any circumstances,
undertake unconditionally ot to use or
threaten to use nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear weapons states and nuclear-
weapon-free zones, and to conclude a legal
ingtrument for the aforementioned aim on a
possible early date 30 as to lay a foundation
for negotiating conclusion of an interna-
tional convention on complete prohibition
and thorough elimination of nuclear weap-
ons. Finally, a nuclear-weapon-free world
will be realised.

The paper pointed out that China at-
taches great importance to the amis contral
and disarmament, opposes amms sace, has
been making positive efforts for the mainte-
nance of international peace, security and
stability, has put forward many peactical
and reasonable proposals for sealising
complete prohibition and thorough destruce
tion of nuclear weapons in the whole world,
actively pushes forward the international
process for muclear disarmament and con-
trol, and fully believes that mankind has the
capability to completely eliminate nuclear
weapons in the 21 century since it is able to
create such weapons in the 20 century..

Mr. Wu Kesheng briefed the Fifth
Working Group entitled Develaping in
Peace of the Poverty-Relicf efforts by the
Chiness people. He said the poverty-
stricken population in China now is still
mainly in the rurel areas. However, fom
early 1970s to mid 1980s(1978 to 1984) the
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rural economic restructuring magnificently
changed the rural poverty, reducing the
poverty-stricken population to 125 million
from 250 million. In the later 8 years(1985
to 1994) the central government adopted a
series of preferential policies for the agricul-
tural development and in the meantime also
increased financial input for agriculture,
which have helped to bring the poverty-
stricken population down to 80 million.

He explained that the National Poverty-
Relief Program released in 1994 listed 592
state-designated poverty-stricken counties,
accounting for 27.3 per cent of the total
number of counties, with 80.66 million
population in paverty, made up 8.8 per cent
of the that in the rural areas, to be freed
from inadequate daily necessity of food and
clothing. In the state-designated poverty-
stricken counties are 57.6C million popufa-
tion to be relieved from poverty while the
test of the poverty-stricken population are
scattered among other counties. The Na-
tional Poverty-Relief Program  stipulates
that, by the end of the century, the per cap-
ita annual income of the majority poverty-
stricken families should reach 500 yuan
RMB or more in the constant price of 1990,
the basic conditions for poverty retrogres-
sion be eliminated or fundamentally im-
proved, the construction of infrastructure be
strengthened for the basic solution of pota-
ble water problem for human beings nd
livestock and inaccessible difficulties of
transportation, uprooting the backwardness
of culture, education and Medicare so as to
bring the population natural growth rate
under control specified hy the state,

He emphagised that though the 65 mil-
lion poverty-stricken population can be re-
lieved from shortage of daily necessities of
food and clothing by the end of the century,
their living standard (Continued to page 25)
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The Peace Melody

By Chen Hugifan

1 am often asked by my fiiends, “ Do
you like your job?, or “Why have you cho-
sen to work for peace?” No matter facing
foreign friends or old friends in China, my
answer is always the same, ‘1 like my job,
becanse 1 love the word ‘peace” Peace
contains all the good meanings in the world.
A peaceful world should be free from war,
slaughter, hatred, poverty, hungry, illiteracy
and anxicty. Meanwhile, I also enjoy work-
ing together with people throughout the
world who have devoted themselves to the
cause of peace, for they are people with
kind hearts to human beings, with the sense
of responsibility to fheir countries, societies
and the world. Without these people, a
peaceful world could not come into being
automatically.”

During my visit to the United States
late September this year, [ had the honour
to get acquainted with some American
friends working for peace, answered their
similar questions, and also discussed the is-
sue of peace with them. T was very de-
lighted to realise that we shared the same
views and feclings. Though there are dif-
ferent historical, cultural and idcological
backgrounds, different ways to work for
peace, and sometimes even misunderstand-
ings between us, however we share the
same aspiration, that is 0 create a peaceful
world

It was the Pennsylvania Peace Links in
the US that invited a delegation from Chi-
nese People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament(CPAPD) to pay the visit. Our
hosts made considerate arrangements for
us. They opened not only their own doors
24

10 us, but also the doors  of their friends’
Wherever we were, we could feel the home
warmth of a family and the sincerity of
friendship. Though short in time, we got
acquainted with many wonderful people
warking for peace, and made many good
friends. We spoke our minds to discuss
peace issues of common concern, and at the
same time cleared away some misunder-
standings. Later, we reached a consensus
that there needed more extensive exchanges
and communication between China and the
United States, not only between the two
governments but also between the two
peoples. Whoever had once been to China
would cheerfully talk to us about their ex-
perience in China. 1 am sure they had a
more perceptual understanding about China,
When I come back to China, 1 would also
tell my friends and relatives about my US
trip, and tell them 1 do have many American
friends on the other side of the Pacific
Ocean,

The friendship between Peace Links
activists and members of the CPAPD dele-
gation itself was a long story. From New
York to Washington, to Pittsburgh, we
were deeply impressed by every lady we
met. With a view to achieving world peace
and security, avoiding war especially nu-
clear war, and building a wosld of peace and
justice for the younger generation, they
were working wholeheartedly.  Though
many of them were already grandmas, how-
ever, the sacred sense of responsibility and
their love for the world made them as en-
ergetic as young people, bursting with vi-
tality. The common sense of responsibility
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brought us together and consolidated our
friendship.

For years, the two peace organisations
had been making all kinds of efforts for
promoting the conclusion of the Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). The
Peace Links had been lobbying in States,
the Capital Hill and the UN, while the
CPAPD had sponsored many seminars to
provide nuclear experts, scholars of con-
cerned countries with a chance to sit down
1o discuss the significance and feasibility of
a CTBT from strategic and technical per-
spectives. Finally, the CTBT was adopted at
the Sist General Assembly of the UN,
which was good news for both peace o5-
ganisations. Even if the Treaty is not flaw-
less, an unsatisfied one is better than none,
and a small step forward is better than no
progress.

Many American friends highly praised
China’s positive role in forging ahead the
passing of the CTBT at the UN immedi-
ately after we met each other. They also
highly appreciated China’s stand on com-
plete prohibition and thorongh destruction

(Continued from page 23) is still low. China
has achieved development attracting world-
wide attention since the reform and open-
ing-up, yet, it is still one of the developing

of nuclear weapons, no-first use of nuclear
weapons among nuclear-weapon states, not
1o use or threaten 10 use nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear-weapon states or mu-
clear-free-zones  and etc.. Some experts
considered China’s no-first use position 2
most realistic and effective stand after
CTBT, and should be put on the agenda of
nuclear disatmament,

To achieve our common goal, peace
organisations of China and the United
States, and all over the world still need to
join hands with each other in order to build
2 more wonderful world. I have a good
friend in the US. She is already in hor sev-
enties but her heart remains young. She has
been working hard for peace among the
'NGOs at the UN for years. One day she
said to me with a seose of humour,
“Sometimes 1 wonder what I am working
for. 1 have spent my energy, my time and
my money on peace and disarmament, but
the world is still the same.” 1 said, ‘But, if
there were no such wonderful peaple like
you, the world would have been even
worse. "l

countries s far as her overall economy is
concerned. China needs to have hard efforts
of several generations for achieving her
grand objective of modermisation.
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The Eighth International Week
of Science and Peace

China Organizing Committee of the
International Week of Science and Peace
has sponsored a series of activities for the
Eighth International Week of Science and
Peace on eight years running since 1989
The activities are mainly initiated by China
Association for Science and Technology,
and Chinese Peaple’s Association for Peace
and Disarmament, which mobilise social
forces 1o participate in. Sponsor institutions
increased o scores of units this year from
only a dozen at the beginning, citics hosting
the activities grew to a dozen large- and
medium-seized cites from only Beijing at
the start, participants expanded to several
million from only several thousand at the in-
ception. The activities have been given care
and attention by the Party and govemnment.
President Fang Zemin and other leaders
have inseribed for the event,

The Eighth Tnternational Week of Sci-
ence and Peace of this year was held from
November 9 to 17, the objective of which is
development of science and technology,
promotion of human progress and mainte-
nance of world peace with the aim to de-
velop the national fine cultural traditions of
cherishing motherland, cherishing science
and cherishing peace, and give publicity in a

2%

big way to the construction of material
progress and cultural and ethical progress.
Over 40 units including China Association
for Science and Technology, Chinese Peo-
ple’s Association for Peace and Disarma-
ment sponsored or participated in a series of
activities, in various forms enjoyed by the
broad masses, related to themes such as
population and environment, science and
culture, science and women, science and
215t century, students essay contest, elc. .

Here it should be specially mentioned
that Bejjing Association for Science and
Technology and Bejjing Commission for
Education jointly organised over 20,000
students of primary and middle schools in
Beijing Municipality to take part in an es-
say contest entitled Loving Motherland,
Loving Science and Loving Peace. The first
prize was honoured to 14 compositions
while the second, third and fourth prizes
were rewarded to 161 others, Student Lei
Di from Beijing No. 2 Middle School re-
cited his first-prized composition entitled
Cherishing Peace---A Letter to UN Secre-
tary-General Gahli at the opering ceremony
of the Eighth International Week of Science
and Peace, expressing Chinese children’s
Tove of and expectations for peace. B
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---A Letter to UN Secretary-General,
Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali

November 9, 1996
Beijing, China

Dear and Respected UN Secretary-General, Mr. Boutros-Gahli:

Greetings to You!

Both my mother and I have reccived your greetings though we have never mot with
each other. Two years ago, my father, as a UN military observer, died a martyr when he
was enforcing UN peace keeping operations. You spoke highly of him, commended him as
“an outstanding observer, having demonstrated the quality of humanitarianism and justice
in performing UN peace-keeping operations.” Both my mother and T myself expressed our
sincere gratitude to you.

Over the past two years, my whole family has been immersed in sadness over the loss
of the family loved-ones. The very last look and smile ty father flew back as he was going
aboard the flight remains ever-fresh in my mind. He said: “Sunny, 1 wil bring you a blue
helmet on my return.” We made an appointment with him that we would bring the most
‘beautiful fresh flowers to welcome him back in triumph.

Now, the blue helmet was back for sure, but it was fastened on the coffin of my father.
We, keeping the appointrient, were holding fresh flowers in our hands, but, it was my fa-
ther’s remain covared with the national flag that we welcome back, I cried out with deep
grief. 'Daddy! Daddy! My dear Daddy! I am only 11 years old. 1 need your love. T need
your powerful hand and your broad shoulder.” No matter how foudly  cried out, how hard
1 shook him, my father could no Jonger come back 10 life though he used 10 be my merry-
go-round that 1 climbed up and down, and the most secure and comfortable harbour in my
mind. Bload stained his uniform for the special UN job. The dry blood even filled his wrist
watch, Tt seemed that my father was calling out something with his mouth wide open. Oh!
T have heard it. My mother has heard it. Aunts and uncles around us have heard it. The
‘whole world has heard it. 1t was ‘Peace! Peace! Peace!™ My father could speak 4 foreign
languages. He was an outstanding MA economist. He could have made more contributions
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to the world, but his life was taken too early by the evil bullet in a war. His death is glori-
ous. He died for peace. He fell on the sacred stage for keeping world peace, Today, T pres-
ent the most beautiful Iresh flowers to my father for he was an honoured Fighter for safe-
guarding world peace. )

Fifty one years ago, the people of the whole world won the anti-fascist war with the
sacrifices their lives and blood. Yet, the peace angel has not come down o our human
world after another 51 years. The sky of the 1990s is covered with the floating smoke of
the oil ficlds in Kuwait and the bloody atmosphere on the battleground in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. What we have seen is the shadow of a lovely child, drawing something on
the wall, was killed by a fiying bullet, and is the hawks covetously watching on the side of
the refugee’s children who were crawling along the ground for getting the relief food in
Aftica, What we have heard is the wailing of the children suffering from ethnic genocide in
Rwanda, is the shot that had murdered My. Rubin, a peace fighter in lsracl... Wars have
been destroying hwman civilisation and dignity. Those children who are killed in wars
maybe another Newton, Einstein, Joliot-Curie, Edison .. tomorrow.

Today, we Chinese children are iving in a peaceful environment, However, there is 1o
peace in the world as a number of places are stll in war smoke, the evil bullets are still
threatening the delicate ‘flower of peace”. I will, like my father, love peace and safeguard
peace with my life

Dear and respected Mr. Ghali, T would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of my
famity and the Chinese children, to appeal through you to the entire international com-
munity: Save Children! Peace, No War! May the mankind take 2 joint action to maintain
peace and prevent war so as 10 ensure that a mother will not lose her children, a wife will
1ot lose her husband and a child like me will not lose dear father. May the coming 21st
century strike the death knell for war, may the fature world become a human_ garden full of
love, sunlight, and fresh flowers

‘With best regards.

Lu

A student of Beijing No. 2 Middle-School

* This is the abridged teanslation of the lettcr by Lsi Di, onc of the 14 first-prize winners in the mid dle-
school students Peace Essay Contest
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