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On October 24, 1995, President Jiang Zemin of the
People's Republic of China made the speech at the
Special Commemorative Meeting on the Occasion of
the 50th Anniversary of the United Nations

{excerpts)

Fifty years ago when the World War
Against Fascism came 1o its victorious
conclusion, the United Nations was born,
which was a major event in the history of
international relations. That the world
went through two world wars in & short
span of 30 years in the first half of the
century left mankind with not only un-
precedented carnage and destruction but
also painful and thought-provoking les-
sons. The drawing vp of the UN Charter
and the launching of UN Qrganisations
met the necds of the times, reflected the
strong desire for progress of world's peo-
ple to eliminate the scourge of war and
mirrored humanity’s dream for a new
world of peace, equality, co-operation and
‘prosperity.

Over 50 years after World War II, our
world has undergone earth-shaking
changes .

People of all countries who had
achieved  unprecedented  awakening
through the baptism of war demanded
2

control of their own destiny. The struggle
for national liberation and social progress
raged like a prairie fire. Billions of people
threw off the shackles of colonialism and
over 100 countries won their national in-
dependence. The developing countries in
their large numbers have come to the fore
as a ncw force on the stage of international
politics and played an important role that
must be reckoned with in world affairs.
Thanks to rapid cxpansion of productive
forces and advancement of science and
technology, world coonomy has reached
an unprecedented Jevel in size and sophis-
tication. Forces of preseving peace and
containing war have increased stcadily.
Mankind has secured peace for half a
century jn which enarmous social progress
has been made..

The post-war world, however, has not
been a haven of harmony and tranquillity.
The Cold War ¢onfrontation between the
Tast and the West, the sharpening contra~
dictions between the Narth and South, in-
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cossant flare-ups of regional conflicts and
constant cscalation of nuclear arms race
rendored inhabitants of this planet a life of
fear and insecurity under the dark shadows
of nuclear weapons. With the end of the
Cold War, (he international situation has,
on the whole, moved toward relaxation.
Yet, hegemonism and power politics have
lingered, and armed conllicts and local
wars over territory, ethnicily, religion or
resources have kept cropping up one after
another. The unfair and irrational inlerna-
tional political and economic order has not
been changed and hundreds of millions of
people in the developing world are still
struggling with poverty. The survival and
development of mankind remain con-
fronted with a multitude of formidable
challenges.

The United Nations, like a mirror, re-
flects the changing scenes of international
landscape. As the world political structure
changed from time to time, the United
Nations has also undertaken a bumpy and
tortuous journey.

By relying on the concerted efforts of
its members, the United Nations has done
much useful work in and contributed posi-
fively to mitigating regional conflicts,
eradicating calonialism, expediting arms
reduction and promoting world peace, co-
operation and development in the world.
The cathusiastic debate by the members on
the Secrctary-General's reports entitled
"An Agenda for Peace” and "An Agenda
for Development” is indicative of the
popular wish of all countries for a more
dynamic and effective UN in promoting
the lofty cause of peace and development.
Given its role and influence in the world
today, the United Nations cannot be sub-
stituted by any other international organi-
sation or country bloc, However, the
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United Nations also has its failures and
setbacks. Certain big powers used the or-
ganisation as a signboard under which to
advance their own political interests,
whereas their rivalry has often rendered
the UN in & limbo, Mareover, the wili of
the large number of developing countries,
and their rights and interests have not been
fully respocted in the United Nations for a
long time. This is hardly a satisfactory
situation.

‘What the changing world tells us is
thal people make history and push it for-
ward, Any country, if it worships force
and seeks hegemony and expansion by dint
of its power, is doomed to failure, Those
who fabricate excuses to infringe upon
other countries' sovereignty and interfere
in their internal alfairs will in the end eat
their own bitter fruit. To deliberately ig-
nore the colourful and diverse reality of
the world and practice such hegemonic
acts as imposing one's own social system,
mode of development and values upon
others and wilfully threatening them with
isolation and sanctions can only begin by
harming others in the beginning and end
by hurting whoever does (his. To base
one's own prosperity on the continued
poverty and backwardness of others under
the unjust and irrational interational eco-
nomic order is unpopular, and to attempt
to monopolise world affairs while domi-
nating the destiny of other nations will get
nawhere, In a word, any act that is anach~
ronistic and goes against the fundamental
interests of the peaple of all countries will
inevitably mect with resistance and oppo-
sition.

Our experience and lessons over past
half a century, the purposes and principles
of the Charter and the epochal theme of
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peace and development, have all raised
solemn and urgent demands on us.

We must create a secure and reliable
international environment of lasting
peace and stability. Peace is the primary
necessity of world's people. Without
pace, there can be mo development to
speak of. Disputes between states should
be resolved through peaceful negotiations
and consuitations instead of resorting to
the use or threat of force. The peace-
koeping operations of the UN should be
carried out in strict compliance with the
relevant provisions of the Charter and
must not be turned inta intervention of a
disguised form in the internal affairs of
member statcs, still less should peace
keepers be drawn into conflict as another
warring party. Moreover, the UN must
live within its means in conducting peace-
keeping operations. Efforts should be
made to achieve the complete prohibition
and thorough destruction of unclear weap-
ans as well as ather weapons of mass de-
struction, the reduction of the huge arse-
nals of a small number of countries, and
the control and removal of various factors
that might lead to war, with a view to
safeguarding the security of all countries
and regiens in the world,

‘We must uphold the norms governing
international relations with the p
ples of sovereign equality and non-
interference in each other's internal aj
fairs as the core. These principies estab-
lished by the founders of the United Na-
tions 50 years ago of greater viality and
realistic significance. All soversign states,
large or small, strong or weak, rich or
poor, are equal members of the intcma-
tional community, All countries, whether
developed or developing, are entitled to
participate in intemational affairs on an
n
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equal footing. The principles of nutual re-
spect for sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity, mutual non-ageression, non-
interference in each other's internal af-
fairs, equality and mutual bencfit and
peaceful coexistence should serve as the
norms for all nations to observe in their
mutual relations. As stale sovercignty is
sacred and inviolable, no country has this
special privilege to interfere in the internal
affairs of other countries or impose its wilt
upon others. Ceriain big powers, often
under  the cover of “freodom,”
“democracy” and "human rights,” set-out
to encroach upon the sovereignty of other
countries, interfere in their internal affairs
and undermine their national unity and
cthnic harmony. This has become a prin-
cipal cause for the intranquillity in the
world today. Tt s time that we wrilc a new
chapter in the annals of inlernational rela-
tions in which the phenomena of the big
bullying the small, the strong lording it
over the weak and the rich oppressing the
poor are removed completely from the
face of the earth.

We must establish a new type of in-
lernational economic relations featuring
mutual benefit, mutual complementarity
and common development. As countrics
become increasingly closer in their rela-
tions, their economic interdependence and
mutual complementarity of relative advan-
tages have grown all the more obvious.
No countey can afford to stand aloof from
the international community and isolate it~
self from the global market. The interna-
tionalisation of economic life requires that
all countries conducl extensive exchanges
and co-operation in the cconomic, techno-
logical, financial, tradc and other fields,
open up to ane another and da away with
protectionism and  discriminatory ~ trade
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unjust and irrational international eco-
nomic order have caused poverty and
backwardness in many Third World coun-
tries. To fight and climinate poverty is a
major task facing the world today. The
developed countries should come to aid of
the developing countrics by providing
capital, reducing or forgiving debts, trans-
ferring technology and conducting trade
on equal terms, with a view 1o revitalising
their economy and improving their peo-
ple's livelihood. This also serves the long-
term interests of the developed countries.
The achievement of common economic
growth and universal prosperity of all
countries is the goal to which the entire
mankind should dedicate itself.

‘We should bring about a situation of
international harmony which allows
making independent choices and seeking
common ground while putting aside dif-
ferences. Tn this world of ours, there are
abaut 200 countries different from one
another in terms of social system, values,
development level, history, religion and
cullure. It is within the sovereignty of
every nation to apt, in keeping with its
own reality and the will of its peaple, for
a social system and road of development
of its own choice. No one else has the
right to nterfere with it. Every country
and every poople bas its special character-
istics and strong points. It is only by re-
specting one another, seeking common
ground while putling aside differences,
living with one another in amity and
complementing one another can we make
the world as colourful as a garden where &
hundred flawers are contending in beauty.
Without diversity, there can be no world
as we know it. Without diversity, there
can be no UN either. Those who refuse to

recognise and respect the diversity of the
world and atlempt to make it an uniform
domain of their rule are sure to run them-
selves into a stone wall,

We must join hands in meeting the
challenges to human survival and devel-
opment, We all share onie and the same
planet. Such problems as ecological deg-
radation, poverty and unemployment,
population explosion, outbreak of epi-
demic diseases, rampant drug abuse and
transnational crimes and lack of protection
of the rights and interests of women and
children are all issues of global proportion
bearing on mankind's very survival and
development. The developed countrics,
which owe the rest of the world a great
deal by causing environmental degrada-
tion in their industrialisation and moderni-
sation, should naturally make greater con-
tribution to environmental protection. The
gradual solution of these global issues re-
quires not only efforts al the national
Ievel, but also close co-ordination and co-
operation at the international level.

It is our view that the above-mentioned
points should be incorporated in the new
international political and economic order
whose ostablishment has been eagerly de-
sired for by the people of all countries.
The UN should and could play its impor-
tant and unique role in this regard. It can
be said that the materialisation of such
new order is the main halimark of the
better world we are to build together.

China is 2 member of the international
community. Tt cannot stand in separation
from the rest of the world, as its reform,
opening-up and modernisation drive all
call for an international environment of
lasting peace and stronger relations of
friendship and co-operation with other
countries. The world, likewise, nceds
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China 00, as world peace and develop-
ment require a stable and prosperous
China.

Being a sponsor of the United Nations
Conference on International Organisation
at San Francisco, and one of its four co-
chairmen, China made an important con-
tribution 1o the birth of the United Na-
tions. As a founding member of this world
organisation and a permanent member of
its Security Council, China has always
abided by the purposes and principles of
the Charter and conscientiously fulfilled its
international - responsibilities and obliga-
tions. China wishes 10 soc a greater play

(Contioved from page 29) M. Meechai
Ruechuphan, Speaket of the Senate, Mr.
Sombuon Rahong, Deputy Prime Minister,
and Mr. Chatichai Choonhavan, former
Prime Minister and President of the Thai-
land-China_Friendship Association and
other prominent political figwres. In &
cheerful frame of mind, both sides re-
viewed the healthy development of the
friendly co-operation between the two
countries in the past 20 years since estab-
lishment of the diplomaric relations. The
delegation visited some factories and fi-
nancial and insurance companics and were
accorded warm receplion and hospitality
by & group of oversee Chincse entrepre-
neus and the leaders of overscas Chinese
community in Bangkok. With & complete
success, the visit made a positive contribu-
tion to the promotion of mutual under-

of the positive and effective role of the
United Nations in international affairs. We
belicve that the United Nations should
adopt necessary and appropriate reforms
on the basis of earnest deliberations and
discussions in the spirit of faimess, rea-
sonablcness and full consultation. Such re-
form should conduce to realising the pur-
poses and principies of the UN Charter, to
accomplishing the heavy tasks entrusted to
the United Nations by our age, to reflect-
ing the principle of balanced geographical
distribution and to strengthening the posi-
tion and role of the Third World countries
in the United Nations,

standing, friendship and co-operation be-
tween the Chinese people and the peoples
of Victnam, Laos and Thailand. All mem-
bers of the delegation agreed that China,
Victnam, Laos and Thailand are located in
the same continent of Asia and are all con-
fronted with the similar tasks of develop-
ing economy, propelling the sociely for-
ward and improving the living standard of
people in spite of different social system.
The goodwncighbourly relations and mu-
tually beneficial co-operation between
China and Vietnam, Laos, and Thailand
will certainly advance towards an even
wider field and lighter lovel as Jong as the
Five Principles of Peaccful Co-existence
are strictly observed and the complemen-
tary superiority of their coonornies is given
full play.
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China’s White Paper on
Arms Control And Disarmament

November 1998
(excerpts)

L Promoting Peace and Development
for All Mankind

China's guiding principle of seeking
peace and development has been reflected
in each of the constitutions the nation has
adopted since the founding of New China.
The Comman Programme of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC), which was passed at the First
Plenary Session of the CPPCC in Septem-
ber, 1949 and served as a provisional state
constitution, affirmed that China would
"stand for lasting international peace and
friendly co-operation among the people of
the world, and oppose the imperialist
policies of aggression and war." The
Constitution of 1954 stipulated that “the
steadfast policy of our country in interna-
tional affairs is to work hard for the lofty
goal of world peace and progress for
mankind,* The present Constitution,
adopted in 1982, once again states thar
China "strives 1o safoguard world peace
and promote the cause of human prog-
ress.”

‘The forces for world peace have grown
rapidly since the 1980s, and peace and de-
velopment have become the two major is-
sues of the day. China’s scientific analysis
of the development trends and characteris-

tics of the international situation have pro-
duced the conclusion that with the con-
certed efforts of people throughout the
world, a new world war can not only be
deferred but it can possibly be avoided as
well. In the new era of peace and devel-
opment, the task of first importance facing
the Chincse people is to develop the econ-
omy and change the poverty and back-
wardness of the nation, With this in mind,
China has focused its develapment strategy
©on ¢eonomic construction.

China's modenisation programme is an
important companent of the cause for the
common development and progress of
mankind, A peaceful international eavi-
ronment is necessary for China's devel-
opmen and & prosperous and stable China,
in turn, will increasingly benefit world
ace. For this reason, China unwaver-
ingly pursues an independent forcign pol-
icy of peace . It resolutely protects its na-
tiona independence and sovereignty and
apposes foreign interference; seeks to es-
tablish and develop extensive, friendly re-
lations with all the world's countries on
the bais of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, strengthen unity and co-
operation with developing countries and
actively develop good-neighbourly rela-
tions with bordering nations; stands for the

7
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are equal and apposes hegemonism and
power politics in any form; advocates the
setlement  of  international  disputes
through peaceful means; and opposes the
threat or use of force in international rela-
tions.

China’s national defence policy is de-
fensive in nature. Its basic goals are to
consalidate national defence, resist foreign
aggression, defend the nation’s sover-
eignty over itg land, sea and air as well as
ts maritime rights and interests, and safe-
guard national unity and security. National
defence work in China is subordinate to
and in service of the nation's overall cco-
nomic construction, adhering to the prin-
ciples of "combining peacetime with war-
time" and “integrating the army with the
people.” In terms of military strategy,
China follows a policy of positive defence
and adheres 1o the idea of people’s war.
China does not seck world or regional he-
gemony. China dacs not station any troops
or sef up any military bases in any foreign
country. China's national -defence con-
struction is not difected against any coun-
try, and thus, does not pose a threat 1o any
country.

During the course of foreign policy
implementation and national defence con-
struction, China attaches importance to the
aclive role of arms control and disarma-
ment, holding that arms control and dis-
armament arc conducive 1o reducing and
eliminating the danger of war and increas-
ing factors for international peace and se-
curity. Such controls and reductions will
help improve relations and mutual trust
among nations and will enable the contri-
bution of more resourccs, capital and
technology to economic and social devel-
opment.

8
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China holds that the international com-
munity should promote fair, rational,
comprehensive and balanced arms control
and disarmament and observe the follow-
ing principles:

Al nations should follow the purposes
and principles for safeguarding interna-
tional peace and security contained in the
Charter of the United Nations and other
relevant international legal norms. At the
same time arms control and disarmament
is worked for, aggression must be curbed.
Regional conflicts must be fairly and ra-
tionally resolved and force or threat of
force should not be used in international
relations. Hegemonism and power politics
should be eliminated in international rela-
tions, so as tu create an international envi-
ronment and condilions favourable to dis-
armament.

—The ultimate goal of disarmament is
the complete prohibition and thorough de-
struction of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction (including
chemical and biological weapons), the
complete prohibition of outer space weap-
ons, and reductions in conventional arms
as befits actual circumstances, The big
powers, possessors of the largest and most
sophisticated nuclear and conventional ar-
senals, bear a special responsibility in
arms control and disarmament.

~Preventing the proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction, The prevention of
proliferation is not in itself the ultimate
goal. Only through. complete prohibition
and thorough destruction of such weapans
can proliferation be cffectively prevented.
Preventing proliferation should neither
present an obstacle. 1o the just rights and
interests of all countries in (he peaceful
use of science and technology nor restrict
or harm cconomic, scientific and techno-
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--All nations have the right to maintain-
ing an appropriate national defence capa-
bility and to legitimate self-defence. It is
necessary at all stages of the arms control
and disarmament process 1o ensure all na-
tions from sustaining damage to their se-
curity. All nations, big or small, have the
right (o join int discussions and decisions-
making on arms control and disarmament
on an equal basis, The implementation of
international arms control and disarma-
ment must not impair the independence
and sovereignty of any nation, entail the
use of force or the threat of force, or in-
terfere in the intornal affairs of any nation.

--All countrics, particularly developed
nations, should strictly control the transfer
of sensitive materials, technologies and
military equipment, practise restraint and
half the irresponsible transfer of weapons.

Al nations should endorse, respect
and support the arms control and disar-
mament measures adopted afier voluntary
consultation, negotiation and agreement
between nations and in light of actual re-
gional circumstances.

For many years China has adhered tu
these basic principles, bearing its due
share of international arms control and
disarmament obligations and responsibili-
ties, working hard o promote peace and
development for humanity.

11, Military Personnel Reduced by
Oae Million

China's vast land and large population
have justified the necessity of maintaining
a standing army of a certain size in order
to maintain national security.

(it igs

‘While meeting the precondition of en-
suting the interests of the national secu-
rity, China has always kept its military
personnel at a minimum level. For a long
petiod following the founding of the Peo-
pie’s Republic, China was subject (o iso-
lation, blockade, subversion and sabotage
by the imperialists and hegemonists, and ,
23 a result, the PLA was often on a com-
bat-ready alert, Even when faced with
such circumstances, China made great ef-
forts towards arms contrel and twice, in
1955 and 1958, effected large-scale disar-
mament. The 1980s saw marked im-
provement in China's seourity environ-
ment. Tn order to concentrate on rapid
cconomic development and 1o further raise
the quality of its armed foroes, the precept
guiding China's army-building was stra-
togically shifisd from always being pre-
pased against a massive war of invasion to
peacctime construction. China carried out
large-scale disarmament in order to effect
this goal.

As a prelude to this extensive unilateral
disarmament, the Chinese armed forces
were reduced, reorganised and restruc-
wred between 1982 and 1984. Tn May
1983, China decided to reduce its military
personncl by one million. Action on this
scale was rare in the sphere of contempo-
rary international arms control and disar-
mament.

~Reducing personrel. By 1987, the
4.238-million-strong PLA had becn re-
duced to 3.235 million. Subsequently, still
further reductions were made. By 1990,
the PLA manpower was Teduced Lo 3,199
million, overshooting the declared target
of one million men, The 1.039 million
demobilised soldiers represented 24.5 per-
cent of the army's original strength.
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--Dismanlling and merging portions of
the military organisation. Reapportionment
and merger reduced the number of mili-
fary area commands from eleven to seven.
More than 5,900 units above the regimen-
tal level were dispersed through disman-
ting, merging, demoting or reforming.

--Adoption of a civil position system.
Most of the officers on active duty work-
ing in scientific rescarch, engineering,
education, literatuse and arts and public
health were reclassificd as working in civil
positions within the army.

—Reductions in weaponry. A total of
10,000 artillery picces of various kinds
were remaved from scrvice, along with
over 1,100 tnks, approximately 2,500
aeroplanes, and over 610 naval vessels.

—-Opening certain military facilities to
the public. Nation-wide, 101 military air-
ports and 29 military harbours have been
opened to the public, and some military
facilities have been put to civilian use.

China's unilateral, massive reduction of
its armed forces look place at a time when
the Cold War was still on and the pro-
tracted disarmament (alks between the
United States and the Sovict Union were
still without outcome. This action was not
only conducive to slowing the arms race
hetween the two mjor blocs, the East and
the West, and to the rclaxation of interna-
tional tension al the (ime, but also benefi-
cial to the gradual creation of an atmos-
phere of mutual trust among the world's
nations, and the improvement of the envi-
ronment for arms control and disarmament
and was thus a major contribution towards
promoting the process of the international
arms control and disarmament.

111, Maintai
Spending
10

g 2 Law Level of Defence

China has consistently stressed ration-
ally scaled expenditure on defence. The
costs of defence are appropriately allo-
cated based on the nation’s financial ca-
pacitics, while retaining the premisc of
overall balance. Key areas are guarantoed
altention, funds are rationally used and
strict cconomy practised 30 as 10 ensure
maximum benefit and be sure that the
minimum requirements for mational de-
fence work are met within the limited
budget. Since the initiation of the reform
and opening policy, China has placed the
national defence in & position subordinate
to and in service of overall national eco-
nomic construction, Relatively major re-
apportionment and reductions have been
made s0 as 10 strictly control defence
spending.

In 1994, China's cxpenditure on na-
tional defence tolalled 55,071 billion RMB
yuan; 34.09 percent (18,774 billion yuan)
was spent on living cxpenses, principally
on salaries, food and uniforms; 34.22 per-
cent (18.845 billion yuan) was spent on
maintenance of activities, principally
‘military training, construction and mainte-
nance of facilities, water, electricity and
heating; 31.69 percent (17.452 billion
yuan) was spent on equipment, including
research, test, purchase, maintenance,
transportation angd storage. Thus, mainte-
nance-type activities absord the largest
portion of the defence budget. Morcover,
of this expenditure, in addition to that
spent to ensure the personnel’s living and
normal activities a considerable sum,
nearly 3.7 Villion yuan, is spent to fund
activities associated with social welfare,
such as pensions for refired officers and
schools and kindergartens for children of
military personnel.
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fias consistently been kept at a low level
necessary to ensure that the requirements
for national security are met. Between
1979 and 1994 defonce spending increased
6.22 percent annually in absolute terms.
Over that same period, the general retail
price index of commodities increased 7.7
percent aonually, During these sixteen
years an expenditure of 581.294 biilion
yuan would have been needed to maintain
the 1979 level of defence spending. How-
ever, only 71,65 percent of this figure,
416,499 billion yuan, was appropriated.
Expenditure o personnel's living ex-
penses was increased by a large margin to
keep up with the spiralling costs of living.
In recent years, increases in annual de-
fence spending for the most part simply
match price increases or ensure the stan-
dard of living of personnel.

China's spending on defence is low in
relative terms as well as absolute terms. In
1979, defence expenditure in China ac-
counted for 5.6 percent of the gross do-
mestic product (GDF); in 1994, 1.3 per-
cent. This may be compared with 4.2 per-
cent in the United States, 3.6 percent in
Britain and 3.18 percent in France. Again,
in 1979, defence accounted for 18.5 per-
cent of total expenditure by the Chinese
government; in 1994, 9.5 percent. In the
United States Lhis figure stood at 18.9 per-
cent, in Britain 9.64 percent and in France
13.6 percent,

As these facts make clear, China has a
pattern of iow expenditure on defence. As
long as there is no serious threat to the
nation’s sovereignly of security, China
will not increase its defence spending sub-
stantially or by a large margin. It will
never threaten or invade any other coun-
try.

1V, Peaceful Uses of Military Industrial
Technologles

Beginning at the end of the 1970s,
China began a planned and comprehensive
transfer of defence technologies to civilian
usc. This transfer is part of the nation's
development strategy and will not only
promote national economic development
but also help to consolidate China’s
achievements in arms control and disar-
mament.

During the course of this transfer,
China has effected a major readjustment in
military products tesearch and production
capacity, converting two thirds to serving
economic construction. In addition, it has
reformed the management system and the
industrial and product structures of the de-
fence industry, putting its accomplish-
ments in defence technologies o civilian
use.

As 2 resull of technical transformation
and new  construction under the direction
of the national indvstrial policy, approxi-
mately 450 production lines are now op-
erating in the defence industry at a certain
economic scale producing civilian con-
sumer goods. The output value of civilian
consumer goods produced by defence in-
dustry departments has been increasing 20
percent per annum and in 1994 repre-
scnted approximalely 80 percent of the
twtal output value of such departments as
opposed to 8 percent in 1979,

In the Jast dozen or so years, more than
2,500 defence technologies have becn re-
leased for civilian use, greatly promoting
technological progross and develapment in
relevant fields.

‘The defence ingustry bas co-operated
extensively with foreign pariners in devel-
oping products for civilian use. By (994,

1
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‘The teansfer of military technology to
civilian vse has contributed to nativnal

economtic construction in  China and
moreaver provided varicus countries in the
world with successful experience for such
conversion in peacetime.

V. Strict Control over the Transfct of
Sensitive Materials and  Military
Equipment

The transfer of sensitive materials and
military equipment is a majos issve in the
field of international arms control and dis-
armament and one which China has con-
sistently approached with the utmost grav-
ity.
China supports the three major goals set
forth in the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT):
preventing the spread of suclear weapons,
accelerating nuclear disarmament, and
‘promoting international co-operation in the
peaceful utilisation of nuclear energy.
China has consistently stood for the com-
plete prohibition and thorough destruction
of nuclear weapons, pursuing a policy of
not advocating, encauraging or engaging
in the proliferation of nuclear weapons and
not assisting any other country in the de-
velopment of such weapons. At the same
time, China holds that preventing the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons should not
proceed without dve regard for the just
rights and interests of all countries in the
peaceful use of nuclear energy, particu-
larly in the casc of develaping countries.
There must not be a double standard
whereby anti-nuclear proliferation is used
as a pretext to limit or retard the peaceful
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use of nuclear energy by developing na-
tions.

China holds that the safeguard regime
of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (TAEA) is an important compo-
nent of the efforts 1o assure the effective-
ness of the NPT. Even prior to acceding to
the treaty, China undertook to fulfil the
abligations stipulated by the [AEA Statute,
including the obligation to apply IAEA
safeguard, Since 1992 when it became a
party 1o the treaty, it has strictly fulfilled
all its obligations under the Treaty, includ-
ing the obligation to co-operate fully with
the JAEA in safegvard application. China
follows three principles regarding nuclear
exports: exports serving peaceful use only,
accepting JAFA's safeguards and no re-
transfers o & thind country without
China's consent. Only specialised gov-
emment-designated companies can handle
nuclear exports and in cach instance they
must apply for approval from relevant
govemnmental departments, All exports of
nuclear materials and equipment will be
subject to IAEA safeguard. China has
never exported sensitive technologies such
as those for uranium enrichment, reproc-
essing and heavy water production.

With a view 1o supporting (AEA safe-
guard, in November 191, China officially
declared that on a continuing basis it
would report 1o the IAEA any export (o or
import from non-miclear-weapon states in-
volving nuclear materials of one effective
kilogram or above. In July 1993, China
formally promised that it would voluntar-
ily report to the agency any imports or ex-
ports of nuclear materials, and all exports
of nuclear equipment and related non-
nuclear materials.

In 1985, China declared that it would
of its own free will submit part of ils civil-
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ian nuclear facilities to the IAEA for safe-
guards. In 1988 China and the 1AEA
signed an agreement on voluntary safe-
guard, under which China provided the
TAEA with a listing of facilities subject to
such safeguard and established SSAC. The
system is supervised, administered and op-
erated respectively by the competent gov-
emment department, the facility concerned
and technological support unit. The com-
petent government department s respon-
sible for organising the implementation of
the safeguard agreement between China
and the TAEA, The nuclear facility man-
agement is responsible for establishing
measurement, recording and reporting re-
gimes in line with the requirements of the
agreement, as well as receiving on-site in-
vestigations by IAEA inspectors.

China has consistently advocated the
complete prohibition and thorough de-
struction of chemical weapons, Tt does not
produce ar passess chemical weapans.
China was in the first group of countries
to sign the Convention on the Prohibition
of the Development, Production, Stockpil-
ing and Use of Chemical Weapons and on
Their Destruction, and joined in the work
of the Preparatory Commission of the Or-
ganisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons in & conscientious and consiruc-
tive manner. China itself suffered greatly
from chemical weapons in the past. Large
quantities of chemical weapons abandoned
by Japanese aggressor troops are found in
China to this day, which still threaten the
safety and lives and the living environment
of the local people. China demands that,
in keeping with the stipulations of the
convention, the country leaving chemical
weapons in another country destroy all
such weapons as soon as possible. China
hopes that the convention will go into ef-

fect at an early date and be thoroughly and
effectively implemented, so as to free
mankind as soon as possible from the
threat. of chemical weapons and bring
about a world free of such weapons.

China has a massive civilian chemical
industry. It is, however, very cautious and
responsible regards the export of chemi-
cals that could be used to manufacture
chemical weapons and related techmologies
and equipment, refusing such exports if
they are to be used for the purpose of
manufacturing chemical weapons. China
insists that the governments of importing
countries provide assurances that the rele-
vant goods imported from China not be
used to manufacture chemical weapons or
retransfered to a third country.

China has consisiently advocated a
complete prohibition and thorough de-
struction of biological weapons, It appases
the production of biclogical weapons by
any country and their proliferation in any
form by any countcy. fn 1984 Chin:
ceded to the Convention on the Prohibition
of the Development, Production and
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological)
and Toxin Weapons and on Their De-
struction, and since that dale it has fully
and conscientiousty fulfilled its obligations
under the convention. Since 1987 China
has year after year reported 1o the Unitod
Nations on convention-related information
and data in accordance with the decisions
of the Review Conferences of the conven-
tion. China supports measures that help
strengthen the effectiveness of the conven-
tlon, It will actively join in discussions of
the Ad Hoc Group on promoting interna-
tional  co-operation, enhancing  trust,
strengthening verification, and other is-
sues.
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For many years until the early 1980s,
China did not engage in weapons export
trade, and since then the volume of such
exports has been limited. In accordance
with a resolution by the UN General As-
sembly, China participates in the United
Nations register of conventional arms
transfers, As these records make clear,
China's exports of conventional weapons
are only a small portion of those of the
United States, Russia, Britain, France or
Germany. )

China consistently adheres to a series of
principles on conventional weapons trans-
fers, The export of such weapons should
help the recipient nation increase its ap-
propriate defence capacity. The transfer
must ot impair peace, safety or stability
regionally or globally, China does not use
trade in weaponry 1o interfere in sovereign
states’ internal affairs.

China strictly conrols transfers of
military cquipment and related technolo-
gies and has cstablished an appropriate
administrative organisation and operating
mechanism to achieve this goal.  Gov-
ernmental departments and companies en-
gaged in transfers of military equipment
and technologies must be authorised, reg-
istered and approved by the government,
Their busincss activities must remain
strictly within the scope of aperation ap-
proved. Contracts for transfer of military
equipment and techuologics roquire ap-
proval before gaining effect. Major trans-
fer items and contracls must be examincd
by the SACMPT and approved by the
State Council and the Central Military
Commission, Stern legal sanctions shall be
taken against any company or individual
who transfers military equipment and
tochnologies without proper governmental
cxamination and approval.

i

The principles and measures to prevent
the. proliferation of weaponry and unwar-
ranted transfers of military equipment that
China has consistently upheld have helped
prescrve world peace and regional stability
and promotc healthy development of inter-
national arms control and disarmament,

V1, Actively Promoting Tnternational
Arms Control and Disarmament

China has always held that common
effort by all nations is necessary to realise
disarmament and safeguard world peace. It
has leng stressed and supported interna-
tional community's sustained efforts to
promote arms control and disarmament,
Since China was restored to its legitimate
seat in the United Nations in 1971, it has
even more actively participated in interna-
tional arms control and disarmament ac-
tivities.

China stresses and supports the conclu-
sion of arms control and disarmament
agreements and treaties through negotia-
tion. Beginning in 1980, it has formally
Jjoined in the work of the Geneva Confer-
ence on Disarmament and has actively
‘promoted negatiations on a wide variety of
disarmament issues and the conclusion of
Televant conventions.

Tn international disarmament activities
China has consistently given active support
to reasonable disarmament proposals and
initiatives by the Third World countries,
In the carly 1970s, China supported the
proposal by Sti Lanka and other countries
that the Indian Ocean be designated a
Zune of Peace. In 1973, China signed the
Additional Protocol II of the Treaty for
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in
Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty
of Tlatelolco) and in 1987 the relevant
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protocols of the South Pacific Nuclear-
Pree Zone Treaty (Trealy of Rarotonga),
China has always respected and supported
the demands of the countries concerncd
for the establishment of nuclear-weapon-
free zones on the basis of voluntary cun-
sultation and agreement and in accordance
with actual local circumstances. Given this
consistent position, China welcomes the
African  Nuclear-Weapon-Free ~ Zone
Treaty agreed upon by the African na-
tions, and supports the proposal by rele-
vant nations on the establishment of nu-
clear-free zones in the Korean Peninsula,
South Asia, Southeast Asia and the Middle
East. Correspondingly, China holds bilat-
eral consultations with various nations on
arms control and disarmament issues, ei-
ther on regular or ad hoc basis.

China has acceded (o a series of major
international arms control and disarma-
ment treaties and conventions, including
the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use
in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or
Other Gases, and of Bactcriological Meth-
ods of Warfare, the Convention on Pro-
hibition or Restriction on the Use of Cer-
tain Conventional Weapons Which May
Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injutious or
to Have Indiscriminate Effects, the Ani-
arctic Treaty, the Treaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, In-
cluding the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies, the Convention on the Prohibition
of the Devclopment, Production and
Stockpiling of Bactcriological (Biological)
and Toxin Weapons and on Theit De-
struction, the Treaty on the Prohibition of
the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and
Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on
the Seabed and the Ocean Floor and in the
Subsoil Thereaf, and the Treaty on the

April 1996::

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wsapons.
China is also signatory to the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruc-
tion. China aftachcs great importance to
the active role these international lepal
documents play in promoting international
arms control and disarmament and has
eamestly and conscientiously fulfilled its
own obligations under the agreements. A
Chinese delegation is currently actively
participating in the ncgotiation on the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
and the Convention on Banning the Pro-
duction of Fissile Materials for Nuclcar
‘Weapons or Other Nuclear Explosive De~
vices. )

China is actively promoting the inter-
national arms control and disarmament
process with both real actions on ils own
part and many realistic and reasonable
proposals.

‘As early as 1963, the Chinese govem-
ment issued a statement calling for the
complete, thorough, utter and resolule
prohibition and destruction of nuclear
weapons. China has persistently exercised
great restraint in the development of nu-
clear weapons and its muclear arsenal has
been very limited. 1t has developed nu-
clear weapons for self-defence, not as a
threat to other countries, It has not joined
and will not join in the nuclear arms race
and has consistently maintained restraint
over nuclear testing.

The Chinese government has from the
beginning opposed nuclear blackmail and
the nuclear deterrent policy. On October
16, 1964, the Chinese government offered
a solemn proposal: a summit conference
be held to diseuss the complete prohibition
and thorough destruction of nuclear weap-
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ons and that nuclear-weapon states commit
themsclves not to use nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear-weapon  states and
nuclear-weapon-free zones or against each
other. From the first day it gained nuclear
weapons, China has solemnly undertaken
nol to be the first to use nuclear weapons
at any time and in any circumstance and
unconditionally not to use or threaten to
use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-
weapon stales o nuclear-weapon-free
zones. China as a nuclear-weapon state
never shics awsy from its due obligations,
advocating that  nucleas-weapon  states
should undertake not to be the first to use
nuclear weapons and repeatedly proposing
that nuclear-weapon states negotiate and
cenclude an intcrnational treaty on the no-
first-use of nuclear weapons against each
other. In January 1994, China formally
presented a draft for the Treaty on the No-
First-Use of Nuclear Weapons to the
United States, Russia, Britain, France and
other countries, proposing that the five
nuclear-weapon slates held first-round dis-
cussions on the treaty in Bcijing as soon as
possible. On April 5, 1995, China made
another official slatement, reiterating its
unconditional provision of *negative sc-
curity assurance” to all non-nuclear-
weapon states, at the same time undertak-
ing to provide with "positive security as-
surance®, These positions taken by China
have won the support of a great many
countries without nuclear weapons.

China advocates prevention of the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons as part of the
process of eliminating such weapons. In
May 1995, at the Conference on the Re-
view and Extension of the Trealy on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,
China supported the decision to indefi-
nitely extend the treaty and the three deci-
16
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sions on the principles and ohjectives for
nuclear non-proliferation and disarma-
ment, on enhancing the review process of
the treaty and on the Middle East Nuclear-
‘Weapon-Free Zone, China holds that the
results of the conference accord with the
interests of all the parties to the treaty and
will help maintain world peace, security
and stability. China believes that the in-
definile extension of this treaty reaffirms
the objectives of intermnational co-operation
in nuclear disarmament, the prevention of
nuclear proliferation and the promotion of
the peaceful use of nuclear energy and
should not be interpreted as permitting the
nuclear-weapon stales 0 relain possession
of nuclear weapons forever.

In an effort to step by step realise the
objective of building a world free from
nuclear weapons, in 1994 China put for-
ward a complete, interrelated proposal for
the nuclear disarmament process at the
49th Session of the UN General Assem-
bly. All nuclear-weapon states should de-
clare unconditionally that they will not be
the first to use nuclear weapons and im-
mediately begin negotiations towards a
treaty to this effect; efforts to establish
auclear-weapon-free zones should be sup-
ported and guarantees given not to use or
threaten to use nuclear weapons against
on-nuclear-weapon  states or nuclear-
weapon-iree zones; a comprehensive nu-
clear test ban treaty be negotidted and
concluded no later than 1996; the major
nuclear powers should implement existing
nuclear disarmament treaties as scheduled
and further substantially reduce their nu-
clear weapon stockpiles; a convention
banaing production of fissile materials for
nuclcar weapons be negotiated and con-
cluded; a convention prohibiting all nu-
clear weapons be signed, whereby all nu-
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clear-weapon states undertake to com-
pletely destroy existing stocks of nuclear
weapons under effective international su-
pervision; prevent the proliferation of nu-
clear weapons while promoting nuclear
disarmament process and international co-
operation in the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy.

Nuclear disarmament and conventional
gisarmament have all along been the two
priority tasks in the sphere of disarma-
ment. In 1986, China presented two pro-
posals on nuclear and conventional disar-
mament for the first time at the UN Gen-
cral Assembly, pointing out that the
United States and the Soviet Union had
special tesponsibilities hoth for nuclear
and conventional disarmament. Subse-
quently, for five years China had pre-
sented these two proposals to the First
Committee of the UN General Assembly,
and they had been adopted by consensus.
‘This action on China's part played an im-
portant role in generating real progress in
nuclear and conventional disarmament -in
the late 1980s and early 1990s.

China opposes the arms race in outer
space. Beginning in 1984, it has on nu-
merous occasions proposed to the UN
General Assembly draft resolutions on
preventing such arms race. China main-
tains that outer space belongs to all man-
kind and should be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes. No country should de-
velop any kind of weapon to be used in
outer space; ouler space should be kept
“weapan free”.

Tn recent years, the issue of transpat-
ency in armaments has attracted a great
deal of attention in all countries. In 1991,
China submitted a working paper to the
Disarmament Commission of the United
Nations entitled "Rasic Positions on Ob-

T9g6:

jective Information on Military Matters,”
presenting an overview of China's posi-
tion: Transparency in armaments is aimed
at advancing peace, security and stability
for every country and region and the entire
world; accordingly the fundamental prin-
ciple that the security of individual states
should not be compromised should be up-
held. The specific measures for transpar-
ency should be decided on through equal
consultations by all countries and be im-
plemented on a voluntary basis. These
principles play an active role in promoting
the implcmentation of proper and feasible
transparency measures.

China altaches great importance to re-
gional disarmament. In 1991, China
submitted 2 working paper on regional
disarmament to the Disarmament Com-
mission of the United Nations containing a
complete set of peinciples and positions.
Bilateral, regional and multilateral disar-
mament should be mutually promoting.
The creation of favourable external condi-
tions and environment is absolutely ncces-
sary in the promotion of regional disar-
mament; countries outside the region,
particularly those with the largest arsenals,
should actively co-operate with and give
encrgetic support to regional disarmament
ciforts, In considering regional disarma-
ment issues, interregional differences in
security environment and level of arma-
ment should be acknowledged and re-
spected; in terms of measures to be taken
or process to be followed therc is no
model applicable for all regions. China's
position as ahove was adopted in the main
in the Disarmament Commission's final
document.

China is located in the Asian-Pacific
region, and understandably is specially
concemed with the security, stability,
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[image: image18.png]peace and development in this region. Tn
1994, China presented three basic objec-
tives for the region's security: mainte-
nance of stability and prosperity in China,
safeguarding long-term peace and stability
in its surrounding environment, and initiat-
ing dialogues and co-operation on the ba-
sis of mutual respect and equality. In
cognisance of the Asian-Pacific region's
particular circumstances, China holds that
with regard to security and co-operation in
the region the following principles and
measures to realise them should be fol-
lowed and adopted: On the basis of the
Charter of the United Nations and the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence [mutual
respect for territorial integrity and sover-
eignty, mutual non-aggfession, fon-
interference in each other’s internal af-
fairs, oquality and mutual benefit, and
peaceful coexistence), establish a new
mutual respect and friendly relationship
between nations; with promoting common
economic development as the objective,
establish _ economic relations based on
equality, mutual benefit and mutual co-
operation; settle conflicts and disputes
between nations within the region through
consultation on the basis of the principle
of equality and peaceful resolution, 50 as
10 step by step remove the factors of in-
stability in the region; with the promotion
of the Tegion's peace and securily as the

YAprif 1998
purposc, adhere to the principle of arms
only being used in defence and refrain
from any form of arms race; and promote.
various forms of bilateral or multilateral
dialogaes and consultations on security is-
sue S0 as to strengthen trust and under-
standing. China's position has won under-
standing and support from most of the
Asian-Pacific countries.

China has consistently stressed friendly,
good-neighbourly relations with adjacent
countries and has actively promoted meas-
nres to establish bilateral trust. In recent
years, China has held multilevel consulta-
tions with a number of neighbouring
countries and has taken a series of practi-
cal actions. China and the former Soviet
Union signed an Agreement on Principles
Governing the Mutual Reduction of Mili-
tary Forces and the Enhancement of Con-
fidence in she Military Field in the Border
Areas. The leading figures of China and
Russia issued  joint statsment "on no first
use of nuclear weapons against each other
and on not targeting their Tespective stra-
tegic nuclear weapons at each other.”
China and India concluded an Agreement
on lhe Maintenance of Peace and Tran-
quillity Along the Line of Actual Control
in the Border Areas. At the two nations'
request, China issucd a statement provid-
ing security guarantees to Ukraine and
Kazakhstan,
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Vice-Chairman of the
Swnding  Committee
of the National Peo-
ple's  Congress  of
China, President af
the Chinesc People’s
Association for Peace
and Disarmament
(CPAPD)  suddenly
passed away on Feb-
ruary 2, 1996 at the
age of 63,

Mr. Li Peiyao
was elected President
of the CPAPD in No-
vember 1993. He was
much concerned with
and paid great alten-
tion to the sacred
cause of maintaining world peace, and
promoting common development of all
countries in the world. During his service
as CPAPD President in his Jast two years,
he cordially met with many delcgations of
peace organisations and research institu-
tions from countries such as Japan, Rus-
sia, Romania, Vietnam, Laos, the Re-
[public of Korea, Britain, etc.. He

Obituary On CPAPD President Li Peiyao

bricfed the delegations
of practice and achie-
vements of China's re-
form and opening up,
and the unremittingl
endeavour  of the
peace-loving  Chinese
peopic  in safeguar-
ding world peace. He|
believed  that  peace|
institutions  from  all
over the world, by

seeking common
ground while putting
aside  differences,
should promote mu-
wal  understanding,
enbance friendly ex-
changes and make]

concerted efforts to
sufeguard world peace, strive for complote
probibition and tharough destruction of)
nuclear Weapons, oppose arms race, pre-
vent world war, protect ecological envi-
ronment and expedite social development
and progress of mankind.
The death of Mr. Li Peiyao, a senior
tireless fighter, is a great loss to the cause
of peace in China.
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Deeply Mourning Over the Death of
Mr. Li Peiyao, CPAPD President

By the staff of the CPAPD

On February 2, 1996, Mr. Li Peiyao,
our beloved President of the Chinese
People’s Association for Peace and Dis-
armament (CPAPD) passed away. It is
shock for the staff of the CPAPD to learn
the sad news, and we moum ovec his
death with great sorrow.

It is true that President Li has left us
for ever. However, his performance in
work, style of thinking, lovely voice and
happy countenance keep coming back to
our minds. Holding important posts of
vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the National Peaple’s Congress, Chair-
man of the Revolutionary Committee of
the Central Committee of the Koumintang
and Vice-Chairman of All-China Federa-
tion of Trade Unions, etc., Mr. Li was
always fully occupied with a myriad of
work. Serving as President of the CPAPD
in his last twa years, he tried to find some
time to attend the work of the CPAPD and
made proposals for actively conducting
work on the issue of peace. Deeply im-
pressed by his high sense of responsibility
and diligence for work; his fine quality of
going down to the masscs, casy-going
character, treating others as equals and
leading a simple life; his character of
warmth and fricndship, adherence to the
principle and seeking truth from facts in
diplomatic  work, either staff of the
CPAPD or foreign friends who met him
were left with unforgetiable memories,
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thus we even miore cherish our respect for
and memories of him.

Coming back time and again to our
minds was the joint mesting of the
CPAPD meritber organisations held in late
1993 when Mr. Li was elected President
of the CPAPD. Speaking spontancously
after the election, he expressed his thanks
1o the participants for their confidence and
trust in him, and wished to make joint ef-
forts to contribute positively to the lofty
cause of peace of mankind. He said that
mankind cherishes peace, mankind needs
peace and mankind shall win the lasting
peace.

At the invitation of the Vietoam Peace
Committee and Lao Committee for Peace,
Solidarity and Friendship in November
1995, Mr. Li Peiyao for the first time led
a CPAPD delegation fo visit the two
friendly neighbours scparated by a strip of
water, and paid a short visit (o Thailand
on the way home, He and the leaders of
the peace organisations of Vietnam and
Laos exchanged views on issues of com-
mon intecest such as peace, development
and co-operation. He called on the leaders
of the government and parliament of the
three above-mentioned  countries, and
heartily recalled the long history of the
Sino-Vietnamese, Sino-Lao and Sino-Thai
friendly and co-operative relations. The
visit was 2 complete success, making
positive contributions  to enhancing the




[image: image21.png]P
mutual understanding, close neighbour-
hood, and mutual-supplementary relations
between China and the above-mentioned
countries. President Li repeatedly admon-
ished us to do a good job in promoting
relations with neighbouring countries in a
down to earth manner in order to creale a
stable and peaceful inlerational eavizen-
ment for realising the grand objective of
China's four modernisation program.
Meeting on many occasions with dele-
gations of the foreign peace organisations,
Tesearch institutes and international or-
ganisations invited by the CPAPD, Pre-
sident Li briefed the visitors of China's re-
form and opening up program and the in-
dependent foreign policy of peace. His
simple, cheerful and humorous explana-
tions by seeking truth from facts deeply
impressed the visitors he received. Presi-
dent Li paid special attention to the NGO
friendly exchanges, arguing that it was an
important part of the national foreign rela-
tions. Meeting with a delegation from UK,
he said that the important base for the
world peace was the mutual understanding
and trust between the states and peaples of
all countries. Exchanges conducted by the
NGOs of different countries are conducive
to reducing unnecessary suspicions and
misunderstanding, lessening  prejudice,
sharing common feelings and enhancing
mutual understanding, developing mutual
trust, which, therefore, are beneficial to
world peace. Mankind must take the path
of peaceful development, The ever-groot
tree of peace should be cultivated by the
efforts of mankind, He energetically ap-
poaled: may we make concerted efforts
for creating a new century of peace and
security, justice and equality, mutual re-
spect and common development, universal
prosperity and non-stop progress.

ApAikiogs:

Mr. Li Peiyao pointed out at the joint
mecting of the members organisations in
commemoration of the tenth anniversary
of the founding of the CPAPD in 1995:
we are at ease for the relatively peaceful
environment over the past half a contury,
however, we should not take it for granted
for we need to consider danger potentials
in the times of peace. Of the real major
world issues having bearing on the global
strategy, one is peace, the other is econ-
omy or development. In the present world
with peace and development as its main
themes, peace does not only mean the
brake of the war machine, the cease of ex-
changing gunfire on the battleground. Tt
also means that the people all over the
world, through rational consideration for
the peace issues, should combine the
struggle for preventing a world war, safe-
guarding global peace with the efforts for
establishing a just, reasanable new inter-
national economic and political arder, for
promoting common cconomic  develop-
ment and prosperily and for promoting
social progress of mankind. He cordially
instructed us to strengthen the sense of
peace and development, energetically
shoulder the historic mission of maintain-
ing world peace and promoting develop-
ment of mankind, and together with peo-
ple of the world to welcome the dawn of
the magnificent prospects by writing .a
even more splendid chapters af history in
the great cause of creating a better future
for mankind .

Bearing in mind the above-meationed
essence of the President Li's speech, the
staff of the CPAPD would make unremit-
ting efforts for safeguarding world peace
and promoting common development and
social progress of mankind,

21




[image: image22.png]News Roundup

A Seminar on International Security
under the New Situation Co-sponsored
by the CPAPD and the ORG in Beijing

Our Staff Reporter

Tn late Scptember 1995, when it was
the golden Autumn season in Beijing, the
ancient capital of China welcome a group
of renowned scholars, specialists and re-
tired high-ranking generals from the Euro-
pean countrics and America,, who had
been assiduously studying the problems of
world peace and security year after year.
With their strong desire and firm determi-
nation for safeguarding world peace and
security, and with their hard-won
achievements in research, the Chincse and
foreign scholars got together for rational
thinking on the reality of world politics
today and offered their ideas on safcguar-
ding world peace and security. That re-
flected a seminar on International Security
under the New Situation Co-sponsorcd by
the Chinese People’s Association for
Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD) and the
UK Oxford Research Group (ORG).

‘Itie foreign participants in the seminar
were the ORG delegation headed by its
Director Dr. Scilla Elworthy. The delega-
tion was composed of the following 14
members: Sir David Ramsbatham, former
Adjutant General of the UK Ministry of
Defence, Rear Admiral Richard Cobbold,
the Director of the Royal United Services
Tnstitute, UK Air Vice-Marshal Tony Ma-
son, Senior Research Fellow of the Uni-
versity of Rirmingham, Rear-Admiral El-
2 .

mar Schmahling, former Head of the FRG
Military Counter-Intelligence and Head of
the Bundesweh's Office for Studies and
Exercises, Dr. Frank Bamaby, ex-Director
of the Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Tnstitute and Consultant to the
ORG, Dr. Ola Schenstrom, Chairman of
the Bxecutive Commitiee of the Interna-
tional Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War, Mr. Damon Moglen, the
Fissile Materials Campaign Organiser of
the Greenpeace Tnternational, Mr. Owen
Greene, Senior Lecturer of the University
of Bradford, and others. Among the 18
Chinese participants were Prof. He Fang,
Deputy Director-General of the China
Centre for International Stadies (CCIS),
Prof. Qian Jiadong, Deputy Director-
General of the CCIS and the ex-
Ambassador to the UN on Disarmament
Affairs, Prof. Pan Zhengiang, Major Gen-
eral and Director of the Institute for Stra-
tegic Studies under the National Defence
University of the People’s Liberation
Army, Mr. Chen Jifeng, Secretary-
General of the CPAPD, Mr. Xie
Zhiqiong, Deputy Secretary-General of the
CPAFD, Mr. Song Raoxian, Deputy Di-
rector of the China Institute of Contempo-
rary Intcrnational Relations (CICIR), Prof.
Tin' Dexiang, Senior Rescarch Fellow of
the CICIR, Prof. Yu Sui, Senior Research
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Fellow of the Research Centre under the
Chinese Association for International Un-
derstanding, Mr. Luo Renshi and Mr. Ji-
ang Zhenxi, Senior Research Fellows of
the China Institute for International Stra-
tegic Studies, Prof. Wang Zhenhua, Sen-
ior Research Fellow of the Institue for
European Studies under the Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences, Prof. Chen
Xueyin, Senior Research Fellow of the
China Academy of Engineering Physics,
Mr, Tan Han, Senior Research Fellow of
the China Institute for International Stud-
ies, Dr. Kong Genghong, Associate Re-
search Fellow of the China Research Cen-
tre of Contemporary World, Mrs. Zhou
Qipeng, Associate Professor of the Beljing
College of Foreign Affairs, and so on.
Meeting with the ORG delegation before
the seminar opened, Mr. Li Peiyzo, late
Vice-Chairman of the Standing Commillee
of the National People's Congress and
President of the CPAPD expressed his
welcome to the foreign participants and his
appreciation for the seminar cosponsored
by the CPAPD and the ORG. He Pointed
out;

Mutual understanding and mutual trust
between peaples of different countries may
serve as an important basis for the world
peace. The mutual exchanges between
NGOs of various countries contribute to
climinating suspicion and misunderstand-
ing, to divesting one's prejudice, to
strongthening friendship, to  promoting
mutual understanding and mutual trust,
thereby to safeguarding world  peace.

At the 3-day seminar, both the Chinese
and forcign participants had wide-ranging
and in-depth discussions on the subjects of
vital importance to the future and destiny
of mankind, including global sccurity, se-
curity in the Asia-Pacific region and in

Western Europe, UN reform, arms control
and disarmament, in light of respecting
each other, airing one's views freely,
learning from other's swrong peints to off-
set one’s weaknesses and seeking common
ground on major issues while reserving
differences on minor ones. Both sides
agreed that the seminar attained the ex-
pectod goal for pramoting understanding
and broadening consensus through discus-
sion and exchange of views in an eamest
but lively, heated but harmonious atmos-
phere. With great emotion, Prof. Qian
Jiadong said at the concluding session:

The 20th century is drawing near o
an end and we are striding into a new
contury. Our discussion is of great signifi-
cance as we are marching towards a new
century. The 20th century which is com-
ing to an end is both a disaster-ridden
contury and a splendid and magnificent
one. The history has taught the peoples a
profound lessen. The historical tragedies
should not be repeated. Human society
must take a new path for peaceful devel-
opment, Peace as  Fver-green trees need
our common cultivation. Let us join hands
and strive for a new century of peace and
seourity, justice and equality, mutual-
respect and common development, univer-
sal prosperity and nan-stop progress.

All parlicipants believed that Qian's
statement voiced their common aspira-
tions. Dr. Scilla Elworthy expressed, in 2
letter to the CPAPD written after she was
back home, her satisfaction with the re-
sults of the seminar and her expectation
for a follow-up scminar in Oxford in the
future.

The complete success of the seminar
has become a new starting point for fur-
ther fricndly co-operation betwecn the
CPAPD and the ORG.
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Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Founding
of the United Nations

The year 1995 marks the 50th anniver-
sary of the founding of the United Na-
tions. On October 4, 1995, the Chinese
People’s Association for Peace and Dis-
armament (CPAPD) and the Chinese As-
sociation for Intemnational Understanding
(CAFIU) co-sponsored & Seminar on
Commenmorating the 50th Anniversary of
the Founding of the UN. Mr. Wu Xue-
qgian, Vice-Chairman of the National
Committee of the Chinese People’s Po-
litical Consultative Conference (CPPCC)
and President of the CAFIU; Qian Liren,
Member of the Standing Committee of the
CPPCC and Chairman of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, the National Committee
of CPPCC; Li Luye, member of the
Standing Committee of the CPPCC, Di-
rector of the China Centre for Interna-
tional Studies, former Ambassador to the
UN; Tian Shulan, head of the Secretariat
of All China Women’s Federation made
speeches at the meeting. Present were also
former officials to the UN, former ambas-
sadors, and representatives from member
otganisations of the CPAPD, the CAFIU
and the media circle. The seminar was
presided over by Mr. Jiang Guanghua,
Vice-President of the CPAPD.

At the meeting, the participants re-
viewed the course of the UN in the past 50
years, confirmed its roles, analysed its
current problems and put forward some
ideas on the reform of the UN. They
highly appraised the  contributions of
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China, a permanent member of the Se-
curity Council, to the UN in the past
years.

The participants held that the United
Nations had gone through an extraordinary
path in the past 50 years, which has be-
come the most comprehensive and
authoritative  inter-governmental organi-
sation, an important force to safeguard
world peace and expedite economic and
social development. No other international
organisations or country blocks can shoul-
der its historical missian, neither can they
exert such distinctive influence on global
affairs. The work done by the UN has
been noted by the whole world, such as
the efforts on conflict resolution, peace
kecping, arms control and disarmament,
disastors relief, refugee settlement, pro-
moting world economic co-operation and
protecting women and children. The goals
and principles enshrined in the UN Char-
ter though were formulated under specific
historic conditions, yet they reveal the
just appeal of world people and tally with
the historic trend of peace and develop-
ment. Therefore they are publicly ac-
knowledged norms guiding international
relations, which are the UN’s great contri-
butions to the international community,
bearing universal significance.

While appreciating the achievements of
the UN in the past 50 years, CAFIU
President Wu Xueqian asserted , * Weak-
ness and defects  still exist in the UN,
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needing to be overcome and reformed.”
In a rather long period of time, a few big
western powers spared no effort to domi-
nate the UN to pursue power politics, as 2
consequence, goals stipulated in the UN
Charter were not fully realised and resolu-
tions adopted by the UN General Assem-
bly and the Security Council could not be
implemented smoothly, The behaviour of
afew big western powers impaired the
image of the UN." Qian Liren observed
that, “ With the end of the Cold War,
. the wark of the UN is not lessened
but increased instead. Peopie have come to
realise the role of the UN more compre-
hensively, ...... Meanwhile, a consensus
has not becn reached by member states
upon the major problems concerning the.
way the UN plays its roles and the di-
rection the UN is going, l.e. the way to
accomplish the peace-keeping operation,
and to improve the work of UN including
how 1o promole development and reform
the Security Council in particular. Further
intensive explorations are needed to seek
resolutions to these problems.™

‘When discussing the reform of the
UN, Qian Liren argued that some major
relationships should be drawn attention 10
and be settled properly in practice by the
UN and its member states. One is the re-
lationship between seeking the interests of
one country and safeguarding the com-
man interests of all members and of
ather members. Concerning this point,
China has constantly advocated that all
countries, big or small, are equal, and the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexislence
should be norms governing state-to-state
relations between countries; that peoples
of all countries have the right to choose
their own social system according to their
own will, and no_country has the right to

gt 10962

conduct invasion or intorvention against
other countries; that China opposes he-
genonism and power politics by which the
small is bullied by the big and the weak is
appressed by the strong, and China holds
that the internal affairs of one country
should be dealt with by its own people, the
world affairs should be aitended by all
countries in the world, and the affairs of
the UN should be handled by all the UN
member states instead of being manipu-
lated and monopolised by super powers.

The second is the relationship between
enhancing the role of the UN and safe-
guarding sovereignty of member states
and non-interference in their internal af-
fairs. Now there is strong demand for the
UN ta enhance its role, however,
strengthening the rale of the TUN does not
mean converting the UN intoa  “World
Government” above the sovereign states,
nor the UN manipulated or dominated by
a certain big power. The resolution of the
internal affairs of any country can only be
handled nationally, neither foreign inter-
vention nor UN's “monopolised arrange-
ment” can have its way.

The third is the relationship between
two roles of the UN, safeguarding world
peace and promoting economic develop-
ment. It is expected that the UN should
pay same attention Lo the issue of devel-
opment as to peace, and play a greater
role in promoting world development-by
doing more practical work.

Mr. Li Tuye also touched upon the
UN reform  including the reform of the
Security Council and solutions ta the UN
financial crisis. Mme. Tian Shulan briefed
the positive role played by the UN in
safeguarding the interests of women and
children and promoting ihe stals of
women, with reference (continued 10 page 31)
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The Fourth World Conference on
‘Women and 95° NGO Forum in Beijing

The magnificent conference of (he
global women for equality, development
and peace-—the UN Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women and 95° NGO Forum
were separately held in downtown and
Huairou of a beautiful suburb, setting, Bei-
jing respectively from September 4 lo 15
and August 30 to September 8, 1995. The
conference was a complete SuCcess.

The Fourth World Conference on
Women is the most magnificent gathering
of women in the world history. Centering
on the theme of “action for equality, de-
velopment and peace”, the participants to
the conference from different countries, by
secking common ground while reserving
differences, held heated discussions and
rteached a relative consensus on issues of
eliminating poverty, preventing war, op-
posing arms race, preventing violence
against women, getting rid of inequality
between men and women, raising women
status and role. This conference serving as
a milcstone for elevating the women status
and roles as well as promoting peace and
development in the world will be carricd
in the annuals of history.

The CPAPD as an accredited NGO to
the UN Fourth World Conference on
‘Women was represented at the 95° NGO
Forum and the NGO caucus meeting, and
sponsored a workshop entitled * Women
and Peace” at the 95° NGO Forum. About
a hundred delegates from the host and
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foreign countries attended the workshop.
Six delegates of the CPAPD delivered i-
ther key-note papers or papers on spocific
wopics, detailing China women's basic
position and ideas on issues of peace, de-
velopment and progress, and the Chinese
participants of the CPAPD workshop had
2 broad exchanges with women delegates
from Japan, United Statcs, India, the Re-
public of Korca on issucs of common in-
terest such as maintaining peace, opposing
war and arms race, opposing settlement of
international dispute by forces and (hor-
oughly eliminating nuclear weapons.

The CPAPD delegates also extensively
participated in activities of the Peace Tent,
forums, elc. sponsored by sister organisa-
tions from overseas.

Leaders of the CPAPD met with either
leaders or representatives of the Vietnam
Peace Cominittee, American Peace Links,
Women's International League for Peace
and Freedom, and International Associa-
tion of University Presidents, exchanged
views with them in a cordial and friendly
atmosphere.

The aforementioned activities of the
CPAPD not only helped 1o enhance mu-
twal understanding and amicable relations
wilh the counterpart institutions, but also
reinforce its sensc in the struggle of the
world women siriving for equality, dovel-
opment and peace.
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Unforgettable Huairou NGO Forum

by Lisng Jigjun’

Before the New Year's Day of 1996,
letters from other side of the ocean and
New Year's cards from friendly neigh-
bouring countries serving as bulletins of
glad tidings, indicated to me the Fourth
‘World Conference on Women held in Bei-
jing last year was a great success. The
Conference demonstrated the emotion and
power of women all over the world, pro-
moted the global women's movement, and
expanded influence of Chinese women in
the world. Over half a year has passed
since the close of the Conference, how-
ever, sisters in all countries are still being
immersed in_happy memories.

1am a scholar doing research on in-
ternational relations, T utmost concern my-
self with international political, economic,
military  affairs and major diplomatic
events, and have attended some interna-
tional conferences as well, but have hardly
realised that the situation, aspiration and
pursuit of women, accounting for 50 per
cent of the world population, are also part
of major world affairs, Having attended
the Huairou NGO Forum, I feel deep in
heart that women’s issues are important
indeed, calling for concern in the whole
world,

Equality, development and peace are
the main objectives of the Nairobi Strate-
gies, What does it mean by putting equal-
ity in the first priority? It means that with
the social progress and development of
mankind, the status of women in many
countries has been raised, new awakening
has been achieved by women in their
struggle for freedom and equality. How-
ever, in general, the large majority of
‘women in the world are still unegual to
men and even subject to different kinds of
sufferings as a result of the effect of his-
tory, tradition and socio-economic devel-
apment.

As great English poet Shelly once
wrote: If women are slaves, shall men be
freed? Women and men each holds half
of the sky, an inclination to either side
will cause imbalance. As a result, the hu-
man wisdom and talents will not be put
into full play, neither will the social pro-
ductive forces be liberated thoroughly.
Being a female, how could T keep idle
while many sisters in the world are still in
an unequal status or even being enslaved,
how could T refuse to join hands with sis-
ters to struggle for equality in the world?

Another strang “appeal at the Huairou
NGO Forum was “We Want Peace, Not

" The author is a Research Fellow of China Research Institute on Contemporary International

Relations.
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Warl”, Every day in the Peace Tent, on
show were cartoons and posters calling
for peace and opposing war, groups of
women were pathering together to discuss
peace issucs. Occasionally antiwar parades
were organised along the street  before
Longshan Hotcl. I participated in the
wotkshop “Women and Peace” sponsored
by the Chincse Peoplc’s Association for
Peace and Disarmament, and also pre-
sented 2 paper at the workshop. Naturally
1 had more opportunities (o join discus-
sions on issues of peace and war, and was
deeply impressed that women all over the
world were against war. For instance, pa-
pers distributed by Tapanese women dele-
gates apologised for the Japanese invasion
against China, Korea and other countries
in Southeast Asia, and appealed  that
Japanese people would discard war for-
ever. Women delegates from the Republic
of Korea collected signatures from partici-
pants in an effort to prevent Japan from
becoming a permanent member of the UN
Security Council on  account that the
Japanese government had commitied the
crime of war and inhuman atrocities, and
bad neither apologised for nor compen-
sated the sex slaves confined by and for
the Tapanese invaders during the war. Sis-
ters from the US also expressed their ha-
tred of war. A senior American woman
delegate said her husband was wounded in
the Philippines during World War 11,
which engraved on her mind with sad
memories. Another senior lady said she

(Continucd from Page 30) issues of common
concern as well as on peace, security,
stability and development in the Asia-
Pacific, particularly in Northeast Asia,
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APHETS95:

got a divorce for her ex-husband was a
naval officer bent on aggression overseas.
In this regard, it is also of great signifi-
cance for the Nairobi Strategies to put
peace as it’s another objeclive, because
women constitute a positive force for
peace and against war.

Of course, 1 alse noliced misunder-
standings on the issue of peace and war by
women from some countries. Tor an ex-
ample, during a lour of the Marco Polo
Bridge in Lhe western part of Beijing, a
Japanese sister told me that she was bom
before the war, and knew what war
meant, but she could not understand why
fellow human beings could be so cruel to
each other. Another Japanese delegate
criticised China for its policy on nuclear
test at a workshop entitled “For A Nu-
clear-Weapons-Free World”, saying she
hates to see the second Hiroshima or Na-
gasaki. This revealed that some speakers
were not clear that it was the war started
by the Japanese militarists that led 1o the
use of the atom bombs, neither were they
clear of the Chinese nuclear policies. It
seems that the world women's organisa-
tions still have much to do on understand-
ing of the issues of peace and war in
depth.

Memories flash back whenever I re-
call my experience in Huairou. May the
objectives  stipulated in the Nairobi
Strategies be realised as scheduled, may
women all over the world bring peace and
development into the 21st century.

expanded their common ground and en-
hanced mutual understanding.

The delegation also toured Kyung and
Cheju. The visit was 2 complete success.
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International Exchange

A CPAPD Delegation Visits
Vietnam and Laos

Al the invitation of the Victnam Peace
Committee (VPC) and the Lao Committee
for Peace, Solidarity and Friendship with
Peoples (LCPSFP), a 7-member delega-
tion of the Chinese People's Association
for Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD),
with Mr. Li Peiyao, late Vice-Chairman
of the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress and the CPAPD Presi-
dent as its head, paid a friendly visit re-
spectively to Vietnam and Laos from No-
vember 13 to 23, 1995 and paid a courtesy
call on the old friends of the Chinese
people during its brief stopover in Bang-
kok on the way home. The high-ranking
leaders of the ruling Parties, the Govern-
ments and the peace organisations of the
two countries attached great importance to
the visit of the CPAPD delegation led for
the first time by its late President Mr. Li
Peiyao since he had taken the post. The
delcgation was accorded a warm and cor-
dial reception with the programme of sub-
stantial activitics arranged by the host.
During the counlerpart conversations,
President Li and the leaders of the VPC
and the LCPASFP briefed each other the
current national political and economic
situation, and had a frank exchange of
views on further bilateral co-operation and
other matters of common interest. Mr,
Nong Duc Manh, Member of the Political
Burcay of thc Communist Party and
Chairman of the National Asscmbly of

Vietnam, Mr. Pham Van Dong, Consult-
ant to the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of Vietnam, Mr. Le Quang
Da, President of the Motherland Front of
Vietnam; Mr, Khampheth Phengmeuang,
Member of the Political Bureau of the
People's Revolutionary Party of Laos and
Vice-Premicr, Mr. Somsavath Lengsavath,
Minister of Forcign Affairs and Head of
the International Liaison Department of
the Central Committee of the Poople's
Revolutionary Party of Laos and Mr
Khambu Sumisay, Vicc-Chairman of the
National Assembly of Laos, met scpa-
rately with the CPAPD delegation. In the
cordial and friendly atmosphere, they re-
viewed the traditional friendship between
the two Perities and Governments and
between the two peoples, and expressed
their common aspirations for strengthening
and developing the bilateral relations. Be-
sides Hanoi and Vientiane, the delegation
took a journey to Haiphong City and. Ho
Chi Minh City in Vietnam, and Luangpo-
rabang City in Laos where they met with
the leaders of the local governments and
peace organisations, visited some factorics
and enterprises and acquired a better un-
derstanding of the new political, cconomic
and social developments and the livelihood
of the Vietnamese and Luo peoples. Dur-
ing their stay in Bangkok, the CPAPD
delegation headed by its late President Li
paid a courtesy call on (continued ko pags 6)
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A CPAPD Delegation Visits the

Republic of Korea and Attends a Bilateral Seminar

At the invitation of Korean Council
of Area Studies, a six-member CPAPD
delegation visited Republic of Korea from
November 24 to December 1, 1995 and
attended a bilateral seminar entitled Asia-
Pacific Security during the visit.

The bilateral seminar centred around
specific topics such as situation in Notth-
east Agia and reunification on the Korean
Peninsuta, complete destruction of nuclear
weapons in the world, and Asia-Pacific
security, .

The discussion was hosted by
Dr.Yung-Hwan Jo, Professor of future
studies. Also present were aver 30 experts
and scholars from the host country, The
scholars from the two countrics submitted
papers on the aforcmentioned three sub-
Jects.

Mr. Chen Jifeng, Secretary General of
the CPAPD, presented a paper entitled
On the Non-first Use of Nuclear Weapons
and Other Issucs, with focus on conclud-
iog a treaty on non-first use of auclear
weapons. He appealed to all nuclear-
weapon states to undertake obligation of
non-first use of nuclear weapons as well as
no use or threat of use of nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear weapons states and
nuclear weapon-free zones.

Mr. Shen Zhiyuan, Co-ordinator of
the CPAPD, submitted a paper entitled
Situation in Northeast Asia and Reunifica-
tion on the Korean Peninsula. He pointed
out that the basic trend of the siluation in
Northeast Asia was moving toward stabil-
ily and relaxation, but the Korean Penin-
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sula was still locked in political and mili-
tary confrontations. Peaceful settlement of
the reunification issue on the Peninsula
was not only in the interests and aspira-
tions of the people on both sides, but also
in the interests and aspirations of the peo-
ple of all countries in the Northeast Asia.
As far as ine reunification issue is con-
cerned, China does not seek self-serving
interest, but sincerely wishes both sides to
achieve reunification through dialogue and
consultation.

Dr. Kong Genghong, associate re-
search fellow of the Research Centre of
the Contemporaty World, provided a pa-
per entitled Situation of Asia-Pacific Se-
curity, Confidence-building Measures and
Efforts by China. He emphasised that
China had taken a lead in the military
confidence-building measures in the Asia-
Pacific region, China with Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tadzhikstan
have signed detailed agreements on the
military  confidence-building  measures
along the borders. China and Tndia have
agreed to move their actual control posi-
tions along the border back some distance,
and made joint ¢fforts for turning the bor-
der into a peaceful and trade border.
China limits its national defence budget to
the lowest level in meeting with the needs
of national defence.

Professors Kim Hakjoon, Kim Chen-
Jung, Lee Seo-Hang and Huh Nam-Sung
submitted papers on the relevant subjects.
The participants had heated discussians
and explorations on (centinued to page 28)
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A CPAPD Delegation Visits Japan

At the invitation of the Hiroshima
Peace Culture Foundation, a S-member
delegation of the Chinese Peaple’s Asso-
ciafion for Peace and Disarmament
(CPAPD) headed by Cao Junjie, Co-
ordinator of the CPAPD, paid a goodwill
visit to Japan from December 6 to 13,
1995. Takashi Hiraoka, Mayor of the
City of Hiroshirma and President of the Hi-
roshima Peace Culture Foundation, met
with the delegation. Minoru Ohmuta,
Chairman of Board of Directors of the
Foundation  presided over the working
session with the delegation, during which

{Continued from page 25) to the dth World
Conference on Women and the ‘95 NGO
Forum.

Representatives of the member organi-
sations also spoke at the seminar, ex-
pressed their high hapes on the UN in
safeguarding peace and propelling devel-

the two sides exchanged views on issues of
common concem and future exchanges
between the two institutions. Tn Hi-
roshima, Shimane, Osaka, Tokyo, the
delegation paid homage to mausoleums of
victims of atomic bombing, solicited
some survivors; visited the museum of
peace data and were briefed of the current
life of the survivors; toured the Institute of
Radiation Effects and the Nuclear Power
Station in Shimane. The visit promoted
mutual undersianding and friendship be-
tween peoples of the two countries.

opment. They also commended the con-
tributions of China, one of the founding
member states and permanent members of
the Security Council, to the UN in deal-
ing with important international prob-
lems.
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Letters From Readers

AprL 1996

An Idea Triggered by a Trip to China

By Miho

“Where are you from? How long have
you becn in Boijing?” These were the
questions that taxi drivers were sure 1o ask
me while T was studying in China during the
last summer holiday. They were all very
friendly to me. Some of them, acting as my
Cinese teachers, corrcoted my Chinese
pronunciation, and a few even ook a wrong
turn because of being carried away by our
conversation,

What impression the Chinese people
had on the Japanese people, this was
something [ had no idea whatsoever before
going to China. However, their amicable
altitude dispersed my worties very quickly.

One day, as I was speaking to 2 taxi
driver in my broken Chinese, he threw out a
sentence, which still remains fresh in my
mind. That is : “ [ trust the Japanese peo-
ple” Then, I was taken by surprise by his
expression and could not realise what he
was driving st. Reading my puzzled face, he
continued: “The Japanese people are very
polite. That is why 1 love the Japanese pas-
sengers” A smile came across his face, 1
was 100 excited to say anything.

Returning home, [ settled down, and
then slowly recalled my Chinese teip, the
driver’s words echoed in my ears again and
again. This time having felt differently of
‘what he had said, T wondered if he had
judged the Japanese and other foreigners by
the criteria of the personal economic bene-
fits.

The author ix a studcnl in Hiroshima University, Japun

Sasaki

Another event was also deeply branded
on my mind. After a four-week course in
Beijing, T took a train trip to Suchou, and 1
‘was asked by a senior Chinese on the train:
“ Do you have any idea of what the Japs-
nese troops did in the past in China? Why is
the Japancse government not sincere in
admitting the past wrong-doings? The
questions were asked in a clear-cut and
straightforward manner, and were bard for
me to take. Yet, [ understood this was from
the bottom of their hearts of the average
Chinese people.

These two trifles lead me to the consid-
eration of the present Japan-China rela-
tions. Nowadays, the Chinese economy has
recorded a quick growth, therefare, China is
quiet in the need of Japan and vice versa.
Tapan and China are good partners of eco-
nomic co-operation and trade. However, if’
the Japanese government only considers its
image and refuses to admit the past wrong-
doings ta the Chinese peaple, T personally
believe that Japan and China are unable to
build genuine friendly relations. It is not
casy for anyone to have exchanges with
others by disregarding his or hers wishes
and face-problem, necdless to mention the
state-to-state relations. Yet, if everyone
could act from itself and conduct exchanges
with others in a frank and sincere manner,
then T believe that the state-to-state rela-
tions would also be able to develop on the
basis of genuine mutual understanding and
mutzal support.




