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On Tuly 13, 1995, dusing a visit to
Germany, Jiang Zemin, President of the
Chinese People’s Republic of China was
invited to make a speech entitled “China’s
March Forward And the World” at the
German Society for Foreign Affairs and
Asia-Pacific Committee of the German
Economy. The Following is an excerpt of
his speech on the world sitation, norms
governing international relations and the
basic foreign policy of China

1. On the World Situation and Norms
to be Observed in International Re-
lations

Jiang said, “The bell of the century will
soon sound 21 chimes. We share a feeling
that the pace of world history has quick-
ened. World peace, development and social
progress are the main theme of the times
rallying the world people in & common
fight”

“Yet the anticipated uriversal peace did
not come with the end of the Cold War. Lo-
cal trmail and armed conflicts have broken
out and spread. Hegemonism and power
politics are far from demise. Many develop-
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ing countries are sill living in the grim
shadow of poverty. The devastation of the
twao world wars in the first half of this cen-
tury taught the people a profound fesson.
Such tragedies must never be repeated
Make the coming 2lth century one of
peace, security, constant development and
prosperity—this is a momentous issue that
the world’s people and statesmen should
seriousty consider- and tackle in commaon.
We believe that only by proceeding from the
reality of the world, summing up the lessons
of history and responding to the calls of the
world people, can we find the proper way
on maintaining world peace, sceuring com-
maon development and promoting mankind’s
progress.”

“The current world scene is tife with
contradictions and unpredictables. The eth-
nic feuds, territorial disputes, religious
strife, the scramble for rescurces and trade
friction hitherto submerged during the Cold
War have now erupted in many places with
some even having a global impact. Thess
are facts of life. The problem is how to re-
solve them. Tt has been borne out by prac-
tice that the use or threat of force or power
politics cannot resolve international dis-




[image: image3.png]putes, but will lead to widening or spread
of the conflicts and hostilities. The only
proper way is to seek a peaceful solution

through negotiations, ‘Follow rules of ci-
vility and value peace’ is an adage of our
ancient sage Confucius. However complex
problem may be, as long as the parties pro-
ceed from the averriding interest of main-
taining peace and stability and set their eyes
on the long-term interests of their own and
peoples of other countries, a just, teasonable
and practicable  solution can always be
found through patient and amicable consul-
tations. ™

“The world today is maving toward mul-
tipolarity. -The era when one or two big
powers ot power blocs could dominate
world affairs or manipulate the destiny of
other countries is irreversibly past. All
countries, big or small, tich or poor, strong
or weak, are equal members of the interna-
tional community The aftaics within the
scope of a nation’s sovereignty should be
handled by that nation. Werld affairs should
be dealt with by all countries through con-
sultations on an equal footing, 1f everyone
adheres to the principle of mutual respect
and non-interference in each other’s internal
affairs in international relations, the world
will be spared from any feuds and disputes
and state to state relations will return to
normal track. On the other hand, if anyone
persists in meddling with another country’s
internal matters, or even attempts to ob-
struct and sabotage the process of another
country's unification or development, he
will ultimately get the opposite result and
must pay a heavy price. This is an inexorable
logic of intcrnational relations that has re-
peatedly been bore out by facts. ”

*Ours is a world of many splendors with
a congregation of countries having different

SeptegEe
social systems, cultural traditions, religious
fuiths, values and stages of development,
Differences and diversities make for the
world’s multiplicity, which in turn generates
4 drive to interchanges and common prog-
ress among countries. Learning from each
other is useful while imposing on others is
unworkable. Only when everyone respects
other countries’ national conditions and de-
cisions of their peaple’s own volition, can
countries coexist in amity and our world be
blessed with tranquillty and peace. ™

“Ours is also a world of ever-
increasing mutual contacts among countries.
With the rapid development of economic
exchanges and revolution in science and
technology, our planet seems to be shrink-
ing. No country could remain aloof from
the international community, or eut itself
off from the overall progress of world sci-
ence and technology or refrain from inter-
national exchanges on the world market
International economic exchanges and
global or regional economic cooperation
should be conducted on the basis of equalily
and mutual benefit and in the spirit of com-
plementary and mutual support rather than
mutual exclusion. All manifestations of trade
protectionism or discrimination should be
renounced. Frequent resort to trade sanc-
tions is particularly ohjectionable . To cope
with the many challenges facing mankind,
we need to explore new ways and means
for strengthoning multilatcral and  bilsters!
cooperation, build up a momentum and push
ahead with it. Developed countries have
the obligation to help less privileged coun-
tries enhance their economies and narrow
the North-Scuth gap. This is not only an
important mesns for achieving common de-
velopment but also a requisite for the main-
tenance of world peace and stability.”
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I. Upon Development Prospect and
the Basic Foreign Policy

Jiang said, * We are a peace-loving na-
tion anxious to develop our country. A sta-
ble, prosperous China constitutcs a positive
factor and  staunch force championing the
cause of world peace and common devel-
opment. "

“China has a long way to go and it will
not be easy. China’ s modern history was
replete with episodes of heroic sacrifices
and valiant feats In the struggles against
foreign aggression. The Chincse people
sought the way for national salvation for
aver a contury before they finally won lib-
eration and uvational independence and
turned a new page in Chinas history. From
the founding of New China to the middle of
the next century the Chincse people have to
sirive for one hundred more years beforc
they can accomplish sociatist modernization
That will be another great leap in China’s
history. According to the threes-stage mod-
emization strategy enunciated by Comrade
Deng Xisoping, the chief architect of
Chine’s reform and vpening-up, we . have
achieved ahead of schedule the goal set for
the first stage -doubling the 1980 GNP in
1990. The GNP is to double again in the
1990s. This goal set for the second stage
will also be reached ahead of schedule. By
that time the standards of living will be
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relatively adequate, We will build on this
and confidently merch toward the goal set
for the third stage.—to accomplish modemi-
cation in the main. Guided by Comrade
Deng Xiaoping’s theory of building social-
ism with Chinesc charecteristics, the Chi-
nesy people will certainly attain their cher-
ished goal of wrning Chind into a prasper-
ous, democratic and cultural developed
modem nation, and will not fail to make
greater contribution to world peace, dev-
opment and progress.

“China constantly pursues an independ-
ent foreign policy of peace. We refrain
from forming an alliance with any country
ot group of counties. We turn our back
on any military bloc. We oppose all mani-
festations of hegemonism, power politics,
and all acts of aggression or cxpansion.
We will never seek hegemony or commil
expansionism. In the future when we be-
come ceonomically developed, we will not
deviate from our independent foreign pal-
ey of peace and will never pose any threat
to any country. The Chinese government
pledges itsclf o untiringly promote
friendly coaperation with all countries in
the world on the basis of the Tive Princi-
ples of Peaceful Coexistence, and to work
unremittingly with peoplc of all cuuntries
for world peace, stbility, development
and human progress. "M
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Edilor's Note :

Tho year of 1995 marks the 0t anniversary of the victory of the world-twide anti-fascist
war and the 50th anniversary of the victory of the Chinase Pecpleis War of Resistance
Against the Jupanese Aggression. From e Lugou Bridge Fuident on Jul 7, 1957 to the
Japtsnase surrender in Seplember 1945, ths Chinese peogle, shaving a bitter hatred against the
comnen enewy, persisted in. cight-year long hord struggle cgainet the Japancss invasion,

ThaWar of Rasisiance Against the Japanase Agpression was nat only o nation-wids resis-
tance war of the Chiness prople, Ind alsy & wigor compnent of the wnli-fuscist war of the
whele world. Chins, as one of the countries in the anti-fascist war and the mair ons apainst
the Japanese apgrassion in dsia, made great sacrifics ondl ndelibls contribusion to the vie-
tary . the globad anti-faseiat wa.

Tuomiler bo refrest the oy of O crive committed by the Jagnnese militarists and o
comemorate the ylorious historical chaptor of the Chinese peopleis anti-Japansse aggression
and the S0tk anniversary of tha victory of the wartd-wide GREi-fastist war, some reenant
articles and picturas are guidlishad as follows.

. Historical Blood-shed, Great Contribution
{An excerpt)
by Xu Xin

China's War of Resistance Against
Tapanese Aggression was the longest and
ficrocst struggle on the largest scale waged
by our nation aginst the imperialist ag-
gression over the last 100 years. It was
the struggle in which our nation won
complete victory over the adversary. It
composed a brilliant chapter on he history
of China's War of Liberation and the
world's anti-fascist war.

China's War of Resistance Against
the Japanese Aggression was an Insepa-
rable Mijor Component of the World's
Anti-Fascist war

The Chinese People's Resistance
Against the Japanese Aggression, a na-
tional war of liberation, made a great
contribution to the victory of the global
anti-fascist war.
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the strategy of the Japanese imperialist’s
"Northard Attack" and forcefully sup-
ported the national defence war of the
Soviet Union in the European theatre.
Before the Second World War broke
out, Japanese imperialists had made con-
quer of China and Asia their strategic goal.
"The Outline for the National Defence
Policy”, made by the Japanese General
Départment of Chief of Staff in 1936,
puinted out that the priority goal was to
force the Soviet Union to give in and ef-
forts would be made to implement the
policy aimed at China and the Southeast
Asia. The Five-Minister Conference held
on August 7, 1936 declared that it was Ja-
pan's basic policy to amack the Soviel
Union, conquer China and compete for
world hegemony. Tn order to clear the
way for implementing the strategy of at-
tacking the Soviet Union, Japan and Ger-
many signed "the Agreement on the Pre-
vention of Communism" and actively pre-
pared for atiacking the Soviet Union. At
that time, the Soviet Union felt extremely
.worried about it. However from 1931 to
the July 7 Incident in 1937, the Japanese
imperialist didn’t put it into action al-
though they made lots.of noise. It is true
that the Saviet Union strengthened their
east line of defence, while the rout reason
was that the Chinese people hit hard Japa-
nese aggressors in Northeast China during
its war of resistance against the Japanese
aggression.  So the Japanese invaders
cauldn't-concentrate their effort to launch
attack against the Soviet Union.  Accord-
ing to the statistics, the Anti-Japanese Al-
lied Army of Northeast China fought Tapa-
nese and puppet army over thousand of
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Firstly, the Chinese people's pro-

baliles, defeated hundreds of “punitive op-
eralions” by the Japanese aggressors and
annhilated 2 large oumber of enemy
troops. Japanese aggressors had to spend
1,400 million Japanese Yen in war budget
and 170,000 soldiers were lost in  five
years. After the “Lugou Bridge Incident®,
Tapan launched its full-scale attack in
China and many Japanese Kanto army
were dispaiched to other battlefields in
China,  Encircling Moscow, Germany
asked Japan to take joint action to aitack
the Soviet Union from the east and the
west, and this was a good time for Japan
to tnvade the Soviet Union, but Japan was
unable to do so since the main force of the
Japanese army was trapped in the mire of
Chinese people’s anti-Japanese war. Upan
having the definite information Lhat Japan
was unzble to attack in the North, Stalin
seized the rare opportunity and decided to
transfer 39 divisions, 12 navy infantry bri-
gades (500,000 troops altogether) from the
east front to the west front to aid Moscow
in its battle of defence.

Secondly, the Chinese people's pro-
tracted war put off Japan's "Southward
Attack" plan and contributed much to
the victory of the allied forces in the
Pacific War.

The Pacific War brake out on Decem-
ber 7, 194f, The US and Brilain made
great efforts to defeat the fascist in the
Pacific War. But some western historians
neglected the great contributions made by
the Chinese people. This is neither fair
nor tallies with the historical facts.

The history of the Second World War
telis us that China tied up (he main force
of the Japanese aggressive army and
greatly assisted the allied forces in its
combat action in Pacific bartlefield. We
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Towing facts: At the end of 1941, the total
armed forces of Japan reached 2.4 million
strong, among them, 300,000 were navy,
a part of the navy was sent to Pacific bat-
tlefield, the rest was held in China, Out of
its army of 2.1 million men, 400,000
stayed home, 1.3 million were trapped in
China. It was only 400,000 armymen that
Japan could send to Pacific battlefield.
Even at the crucial point of the most
fierce and dangerous days in the Pacific
battlefield, two thirds of the Japanese army
were pinned down ar the Chinese baltle-
field and Japan's "Southward Attack” plan
was postponed time and again so the allied
forces at Pacific battlefield passed its
“dangerous period”. Former US president
Roosevelt s2id in his memoir that If there
were no China, or China was defeated,
one may imagine how many Japanese di-
visions could be transferred to other bat-
tlefields. They could take Australia, In-
dia... They could take these places casily
and push to the Middle East.

Thirdly, the Chincse people's pro-
tracted war difectly assisted the neigh-
bouring countries in thelr struggle
against Japanese aggression.

From 1941 to the beginning of 1942
Japanese invaders launched attack on the
British army in Burma. Then the British
Government asked for assistance from the
Chinese army. The US was also in favour
of China sending troops 1o fight in Burma.
1n Janvary 1942, 26 countries including
China, Britain, the United States, the So-
viet Union, the Netherlands etc. signed in
‘Washington. D.C. the Declaration on War
with the Axis of Germany, Japan and ' It-
aly. In February 1942, China sent expe-
ditionary army to Burma to fight Japanese

invaders. In three years, 160,000 Chinese
soldiers fought in Burma, including the
Chinese detachments in India. They res-
cued British No. 7 Division of 7,000 sol-
diers, recovered over 50 towns in North of
Burma and annihilated 50,000 Japanese
troops. This was powerful support to the
allied forces of British-India Army Group
to recapture Manually, and a sucoessful
co-ordination with the allied forces in
completing its task of counter-attacking
Northem of Burma,

The Battlefield of China was the
Main Battlefield of War Against Fas-
cism in the East

The Second World War is the great
historical strugele against fascist aggres-
sion of Germany, Ttaly and Japan. During
the struggle, European countries with the
Soviet Union as the backbone force,
shouldered the major task to resist German
and Italian fascisls, while China was the
backbone force (o resist Japanese fascists,
and the battlefield of China was the main
battlefield of war against fascism in the
East,

China's  anti-Japanese battlefield
was opened the earliest. From September
18 Incident in 1931, Chinese people began
to plunge themselves into a partial anti-
Japanese war, Under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China (CPC), the
peaple of Northeast China formed Anti-
Japanese Volunteers Army and the Anti-
Japanese Amalgamated Army to carry out
guerrilla warfare against Japanese invaders
under very harsh conditions. Encouraged
by the anti-Japanese movement of whole
China, the Nineteenth Route Army in
Shanghai resisted bravely against Japanese
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invaders attacking Shanghai. No. 29
Army and No. 17 Atmy in North China
fought the Japanese iavaders attacking
Shanhaiguan, Xifengkou and Gubsikou
and waged the famous Great Wall Resis-
tance. Having co-operated with the CPC.
General Feng Yuxiang composed the Ch
nese People's Anti-Japanese Allied Army
to fight in a life-and-death struggle against
the Japanese aggressors.  After the July 7
Incident in 1937, the Chinese people
starled the nation-wide anti-Japaness war
and the war of resistance swept across the
country, While the European front didn’t
start its resistance until September (93¢
and Pacific War broke out only after De-
cember 1941. Thus, the anti-Japanese
war occurring in China much earlier held
back the Japanese ambition and put off the
out-break of the Second World War,

China's anti-Japanese war was the
longest fighting in the World War II,
From the partial resistance following the
September 18 Incident in 1931 to the na-
tion-wide arduous resistance beginning in
1937 until the Japanese surrender on Sep-
tember 2, 1045, Chinese people never
stopped for a minute resisting Japanese in-
vaders though with very little foreign aid,
but finally achieved the victory over Japa-
nese aggressors through three stages of de-
fence, deadlock and strategic counterat-
tack, and from partial resistance to nation-
wide resistance, from scattered struggle to
unified offence. No country like China
experienced so long a lime of combating
fascism.

China's baitlefield pinned down and
wiped out the largest number of Japa-
nese troops. China's battlefield was the
vastest and fiercest one for resisting Japa-
nese aggression. In China, the Japanese

R

aggressors paid a high price for each step

forward. In north China, Chinese army
and peopls launched Taiyuan Defence Bat-
tle; the Bighth Rout Army under the lead-
ership of the CPC annihilated thousands of .
the aggressor troops in the successful battle
over Pingxingguan. In the batlle of
Huangtuling, over 900 Japanese troops
were annihilated, including a brigade
commander, lieutenant General rank. Tn
East China, it took Iapanese invaders,
with 270,000 troops, scores of warships
and 172 warplanes, three months to oc-
cupy Shanghai at a price of 9,000 death
and 30,000 wounded. In the famous Battle
of Taierzhuang, two Japanese crack
troups, No. 5 and No. 10 Divisions were
defeated and 20,000 troops were annihi-
lated. In Wuhan Battle, the Japanese
casualties reached 200,000, In the rear
base areas, the CPC made great efforts to
overcome different kinds of difficulties and
persisted in guerrilla warfare. The anti-
Japanese democratic base areas smashed
about one hundred large scale mopping-up
operations of the aggressor troops. The
Eighth Route Army launched "Battles of
100-regiment” which lasted for 3 and half
months and annihilated 46,000 enemies
troops and dealt a heavy blow against the
Japanese agpressors.  According to the
statistics, from 1931 to 1945, Chinese
people fought Japanese over 165,000 bat-
lles, big and small battles, in front-line and
back-line battleficlds, and annihilated 1.5
millions Japanese troops which accounted
for 70% of the Japanese casualties in the
Second World War.  Chinese people an-
nihilated more Japanese capable troops
than that put together by over 20 countries
in Asia and Pacific battlefields,
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Lin Zhibo

Japan was a typical militarist country
in modern history. The origin and devel-
opment of its militarism has a close bear-
ing on its war of aggression against Cliinia.

‘The formation of modern militarisin
and its contlnental policy targeting
Chins

Japan is an island country with 2 total
area of 377,000 square kilometres. It un-
derwent a long: warring period in history
when each of the Daimiyo states ocoupied
part of the territory and waged numerous
wars against one another. The samurai
class, which specialised in war and fight-
ing thus came into being during the proc-
ess. The Samurai regimes dominated Ja-
pan for nearly 800 years since 1192.

Although the Meiji Reform in 1868 put
an end to the nuling status of the samurai
class as well as (he existence of the Samu-
rai ranks, bushido, the Samurai spirit was
nevertheless inherited by the new ruling
class and continued its dominance of the
Japanese socicty. It had made a profound
impact on the formation of the Japanese
militarism later.

Out of its pressing demand for overseas
resources and markets, alongside the influ-
ence of war-worshipping tradition, the
Meiji government, from the very begin-
ning, made it a state policy to vitalise the

nation through military means. To reach
the goal of “enriching the country and
strengthening the armed forces”, it pursued
a strategy of "befriending distant states
while attacking those nearby" and strove
for the dominant position in East Asia.
Serving this pupose, the Meiji govemn-
ment made every effort to expand armed
forces and, soon embarked on the road of
militarism.

By the time of late 19th century and
early 20th century, Japan had been comi-
pletely militarised in political, economic,
cultural and other fields.

The Japanese militarists made it a ba-
sic state pelicy to seek expansion oveseas,
targeting primarily at the China’s mainland
that was separated from Japan by sea.

Ascending in the rank of the world
powers after its victory of the 1894 war
with China, the aggressive ambitions of
Tapan also rose drastically. Militarisis
spared no efforts in pushing up a new
surge of war by advocating turning the
*seclusive Japan® into the “Japan of the
world” “and the “expansionist Japan".
Since then, Japanese militarisn  staged
continuous aggressions against China and
became the fiercest enemy of the Chinese
people.

Tn 1900, Japan sent troops of 22,000
to China as a member of the joint force of
8 powers to brutally suppress the Yihetuan

9
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Uprising and forced the Qing govemment
10 sign the "Xinchou Treaty (1901) ", In
1904 and 1905, Japan foughs & war with
Tsarist Russia in Northeast China and won
over the privilege on the east Liaoning
Peninsular and the southern part of North-
east China from Russia. Later, it ex-
panded its spheres of influence to the
northern part of Northeast China and the
cast part of Inner Mongolian region, thus
linking the eastern Inner Mongolian region
with the southern Manchu region. Japan
called it "Manmo” and regarded it s its
exclusive prey, In August 1914, World
War I broke out. Japan took the chance to
send its forces to Shandong Province of
China under the banner of fighting war
against Germany. Tt conquered Qingdao,
took Jiaoji raiiway under control &nd re-
placed Germany as the privileged power in
Shandong.  In January of the following
year, taking advantage of Yuan Shikei's
eagemess of becoming Chinese Emperor,
Japan put forward the malicious 21 arti-
cles” to China in an attempt to turn China
totally into its dependency. This marked
the change of the Iapanese policy from
joining world powers in the aggression
against China to seeking sole hegemony in
China;

From June 27 (o July 7, 1927, the
Baron Tanaka cabiriet convened the orien-
tal conference in Tokyo. The theme of the
confercnce was to discuss and draw the
policy and plan of completely taking over
"Manmo",  Afler the conference, Tanaka
compiled the notorious "Tanzka Memo-
ral”.  The memorial undisguisedly re-
vealed Japan's presumptuous attempt and
aggressive stops of fist  occupying
“Manmo, then controlling whole China,

foltowed by conquering Asia and seeking
hegemony in the world.

The ideas of the "Tanaka Memorial”
were s00n put into practice. In June 1928,
the Japanese Kanto army attacked Zhang
Zuolin, the commander of the Feng Army
in the Huanggutun Incident, attempting to
occupy the three provinces of Northeast
China by taking advantage of the turbu-
lence. On September 18, 1931, the Japa-
nese army created the world shocking
"September 18 Incident” which formally
set_ off the second Sino-Tapanese war.
Then it occupied the three provinces of
Northeast China and sct up the puppet
Manchuria State. In 1933, the Japanese
invaders advanced further south and an-
nexed Rehe; in 1935, they created the
Northera Chine Incident and instigated the
“special status” of Northern China in an
atiemnpt o split the [ive provinces of the
region from the whole country. The Chi-
nese nation was driven Lo the brink’s of
defeat.

The establishment of fascist militarism
and the overall war of aggression
agalnst China

Japan's continental policy fundamen-
tally determined that the Japanese milita-
rism would wage aggressive wars against
China. With the growth of fascist forces
in Japan after World War I, the traditional
militarism became fascist, thus further
stepping up its pace of war,

Fascism emerged in lapan in the post-
World War I period. After the end of the
War, Japan was confronted with various
contradictions. In the international arena,
US, Britain and other countries contained
the growth of the Japanese military forces
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Japanese Army to withdraw from Shan-
dong, 50 as (o stop Japan from having sole
supremacy over the Far East. With the
victory of the October Revolulion achieved
by the Russian proletariat, socialist system
was established.  Reyolutionary move-
ments in China entered into a vigorous
new period with the out-break of "May 4
Movement' and the founding of the
Communist Party of China. Al these
constituted a major obstacle to Tapan's at-
tempt of comipletely controlling the Far
East. In the domestic arena, Japan cntcrod
a crisieridden period starting from the
1918 Kome Sordo (Rice Commotion).
Under such circumstances, the Japanese
rulers determined to maintain their rule
through terrorist politics, and 1o ease the
domestic contradictions by waging wars
against foreign countries, It was against
such & special background that Japanese
fascism emerged, grew and spread abnor-
mally.

The Japanese fascism was the oulcomc
of that specific hisiorical pericd of post-
World War 1. The integration of newly
emerging fascism with the old militarism
turned out a fascist militarism which was
more bellicose and adventurous.

With the cstablishment of the fascist
militarist regime, Japan took greater
strides in preparing for the aggressive war
upon China.

First, it revised the “National Defence
Principle", unfolded the 'National Policy
Outline” and stepped up arms expansion.
It was provided by the National Policy
Program that the fundamental state policy
of Japan lied in the integration of defence
and diplomacy to guarantee the empire's
position in East Asia and further expansion

southward 10 the sea.. This was in fact a
policy of large scale annexation on the east

hemispbere, In line with the demand of
this expansionist policy, the amended Na-
tional Defence Pulicy of June 1936 put
forward the plan of Showa New Military
System, which stipulated thas the Japanese
armed forces would be expanded to 50 di-
visions of the army, 142 squadrons of the
air force, 12 capital ships, |2 aircraft car-
riers, 194 other varieties of warships and
65 squadrons of marine air force, so that
the srength of the three forces would
reach the world top level.

Second, having worked out the 1937
Plan of War against China, it decided 1o
send more toops 1o northern China and
step up war preparation. After the Febru-
ary 26 Incident, the Shirota cabinet de-
cided to raisc the strength of the Japanese
troops in North China, According to the
Japancse records, Japanese troops stationed
in China increased from 1,771 to 5,774
strong by June 1936. Yet according to the
investigation made by the Shanghai Sheng-
bao Daily in September 1936, the figure
was more than 14,000.

Third, with Japan reaching an anti-
communist agreement with German fas-
cists, the international fascist alliance tock
initial shape. On November 25, 1936, Ja-
pan and Germany concluded the “Anti
Comintern Treaty” in Betlin. Japan for-
mally joined in the fascist camp and found
its ally to stage a large scale war of ag-
gression.

At the night of July 7, 1937, the Japa-
nese army started the Lugou Bridge Inci-
dent in Southwest Befjing, then Beiping.
This marked the out-break of the well-
plotted all-round war of aggression against
China by Jupan, B
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From September 18 Incident in 1931
to July 7 Incident in 1937

Invading China and dominating the
world were the established policy of the
Japancse militarist government. From the
September 18 Incident of 1931 to the Tuly
7 Tncident of 1937, this policy was put
into practice.

The September 18 Incident and
Loss of Northeast China

From June 27 to July 7, 1927, Baron
Tanaka , the Japanese Prime Minister and
Army General, presided over the Orient
Meeting in Tokyo. At this meeting, a se-
cret document, then known as the motori-
ous Tanaka Memorial, was fornulated and
submitted to the Japanese emperor. The
Memorial stated:" We must first congucr
Manchuria and Mongotja in order to con-
quer China. We must first conquer China
it order to conquer the world. If we suc-
ceed in conquering China, minor Asiatic
countries and India, as well as Soulh Sea
countries will fear us and in twr surren-
der. Then the world will realize that cast-
erm Asia is ours, and will not dare to vio-
late our rights." This is Japan's gencral
plan of aggression pur forward in th
Tanaka Memorial.

According to this plan, the Japanese
troops gartisoned in Northeast China blew
up a railway near Liutiaogon somewhere
12

1o the nosth of Shenyang at 10:20 pm of
September 18, 1931. However, they in-
tentionally accused the Chinese troops of
attacking the Japanese garrison forces,
Early next morning, they launched a blitz-
krieg on the Chinese troops stationed in
the North Camp and the city of Shenyang
upstaging the September 18 Incident which
shocked China and the whole world. This
marked the Japanese fascist's most impor-
tant move in implementing its “continental
policy” and Jaunching a large scale global
war,

On September 24, the Japancse gov-
erament undisguisedly claimed in a state-
ment that the Japanese troops "must gain
the initiative by striking first in order to
eradicate all sources of dangers'. Under-
standing the true intentions of the Military
authority and the Government, the Japa-
nese troops in Northeast China expanded
their invasion in the three northeastern
provinces. Within one week after the Sep-
tember 18 Incident, 30 cities in Liaoning
and Jilin were occupied, 12 railway lines
were controlled either completely or par-
tiatly by the Japanese. The Chinese North-
east Army, in hundreds of thousands, re-
treated to the south of the Shanhaiguan
Pass without fighting back, As a result, the
Japanese troops occupied all the three
provinces of Liaoning, Jilin and Heilongji-
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without much difficulty.

As the next step, the Japanese insti-
gated Xihe, Zang Shiyi and Zhang Jinghui,
al traitors to China, to knock together lo-
cal puppet governments respectively in
Jilin, Liaoning and Heilongjiang prov-
inces, At the same time, they secretly took
Puyi, the last Emperor of Qing dynasty, to
the Northeast and planned to establish a
‘puppet regime there. After incessant plot-
ting, the puppet Manchuria State headed
by Puyi wes founded on Mach 1, 1932.
On September 15, Japan declared official
recognition of the puppet State of Man-
churia (State of Manchutia was changed
into the Empire of Manchuria on March 1,
1934), and thus established Japan's calo-
nial rule together with its military and eco-
nomic privileges in Northeast China.

The occupation of the Northeast was
the first step of the Japanese ambiltion for a
global war. In order to expand its aggres-
sive war and divert the international com-
munity’s attention, and at the same time
force China's Kuominlang government to
recognize its occupalion of Northeast
China, the Japanese troops, while carrying
out the strategy of "conquering Manchuria
and Mongolia“, mounted a sudden offen-
sive in Shanghai, several thousand miles
away from the Northeast. With the large
scale attack to Zhabei, Jiangwan and Wu-
songkou of Shanghai, they created the
"January 28 Incident”. The Chinese pea-
ple, military and civitian, heroically rose
1o resist the Japanese aggressors, frustrated
their frenzied fascist arrogance and shat-
tered their plans of invading central China.
However, the Kuomintang authorities
made concessions to the Japanese and
signed with them the humiiating Shanghai

|

Cease-fire Agreement on May 5 of the
same year. Henceforth, the Japanese were
granted the long-term privilege of station-
ing troops in Shanghai, achieving a central
bridgehead for the coming all-out aggres-
sionagainst China.

As soon as securing their seize of
Northeast China, the Japanese fascist, in
compliance with their policy of all-out ag-
gression against China, began to streteh
their tentacles southward to the inland.

For achieving thelr complete annexa-
tion of North China and to make it the
"sccond puppet Manchuria State”, the
Japanese resorted 1o various means. Back-
ing on their military superiority, they fo-
mented political splits and instigated the
North China "self-governance movement”,
and meanwhile speeded up their plunder of
resources in North China.

The July 7 Incident and Out-break
of the Nation-wide War of Resistance
Against the Japanese Aggression

While steadily closing in to Norih
China, Japan speeded up the pofiical, eco-
nomic and military preparation on it own
territory for an all-out aggression against
China,

On October 25, 1936, Nazi Germany
and Ttaly signed a secret agreement in Ber-
lin and formed the Berlin-Rome Axis. On
November 25, Nazi Germany and fapan
signed the Anti-Comintern Agreement in
Berlin, Since then, the fascist aggressive
forces in Germany, Japan and Ttaly began
10 act in collusion with each other. Con-
sidering their own interests, Britain and the
United States continued their appeasement
policy of "non-interference” which en-
couraged the fascist aggression. At the
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izing its armed forces, wishing to avoid di-
rect confrontations with fascist Germany,
Japan and Italy at too early a date. This
international situation gave Japan an op-
portunity to launch an all-out aggressive
war against China.

In June 1936, the Hireda cabinet de-
cided to expand lhe Japanese military
forces in China by 3 folds, from 1,771 to
5,774 men strong and to change the ori
nal yearly rotational garrison to a perma-
nent one, The Japanese reinforced troops
made a hasty landing in China in early
June 1936 and were deployed in places of
strategic importance such as Tanggu,
Luanxian, Shanhaiguan Pass, Qinghuang-
dao, et

Starting from May 1937, the Japanese
troops stationed in  Fengtai had been prac-

ticing with live ammunition day and night,
making the situation like a ising storm.

On the night of July 7, 1937, the Japa-
nese troops stationed in Pengtai carried out
2 provocative military mzneuver in the
area between Huilongmizo and Dawayao
near the Lugou Bridge where the Chinese
troops garrisoned. At around midnight, the
Japanese demanded that they be allowed to
search the town of Wanping for an alleged
missing Japandse soldier, When this uarea-
sonable demand was rejected, the Japanese
opened fire at the Chinese troops. This
was the July 7 Incident, which shocked
China and the whole world and marked the
beginning of Tapan's all-out aggressive war
against China. Driven to the end of toler-
ance, the Chinese troops fought back.
China's 8-yearlong war of resistance
against  Japanese  aggression  hence
started. ®

Spring 1945, Eighth Route
Ammy recovered Xizhaitangli,
Wanping County
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The aggressive war against China
launched by the Japansse militarists
over 4 half century ago not only lilled
and wounded 2 large number of the
Chinese army and the anti-Tapanese
armed forces, but also conducted sav-
age burning, illing, raping and looting
as well as slaughtering the Chinese ci-
vilians with biological and chemical
weapons, thus inflicted the most seri-
ous and unprecedeated suffering and
destruction upon the Chinese nation,
which remains the most traumatic ex-
perience and memory of the Chinese
people.

On May 9 this year ar the Opening
Ceremony of the Mesmorial Museum
for the Great War of the National
Defence in Mascow, the Chinese
President Jiang Zemin declared to the
world in his speech: 35 million of the
Chinese army and people were either
killed or wounded during the War of
Resistance Against the Japanese Ag-
gression. These stafistics include the
casualties in the battlefield, but the
major part is the histerical tecord of
the fascist atrocities committed by the
Japanese aggressors. The casualties of

e 35 million Hives plus 4 loss of over
500 hillion US dollars of national assets
are indeed the disaster imposed on the
Chinese nation by the Japanese milita-
rists for realizing their ambition of
occupying whole China, dominating
Asia and seeking hegemony in the
world.

The Chinese Army Made Im-
portant Sacrifices in the Battle-
fieid

During the period of the War of
Resistance  Against ‘the Japanese Ag-
gression, the Chinese army carried out
over 20 lacge-scale campeigas, more
than 200 major operations and about
200,000 battles, annihilated the Japa-
nese troops totaling over 1.37 million
and about one million puppet troops. In
the meantime the Chinese troops, es-
pecially the antj-Japanese armed forces
led by the Chinese Communist Party-
(CPC) took a magnificent loss with the
total casualtics of more than 3,80 mil-
fion.

Since Wuhan was captured by the
Japanese in Oclober 1938, the anti-
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Japanese aggression in the rear areas
led by the CPT gradually became a
major battleground of the nation-wide
anti-Japanese aggression and a back-
‘one force in guiding the national war
of resistance, 'Therefore, the Eighth
Route Army and the New Fourth
Army as well as the anfi-Japanese
armed forces constituted the strategic
priority target of the Japanese aggres-
sors in China. The army and civilian in
the liberated areas carried -out out-
standing struggle ‘and paid great sac-
rifice for nationul salvation and the fi-
nal victory. Confronted with tremen-
dous difficulties during the pesiod from
1941 t0 1942, the anti-Japanese army
and civilians in the rear areas smashed
132 Japanese mopping-up operations
each involving troops of over 1,000 to
10,000 and 27 large-scale Japanese
mopping-up campaigns each made up
of 10,000 to 70,000 troops. However,
becavse of the frequent, large-scale
mopping-up campdigns, the "nibbling”
operations and the batbarous policy of
“Silling all, burning all, and looting all”
by the Japanese troops, the anti-
Japanese base areas were gradually re-
duced, their population dropped fram
100 million to 30 million, the towl
force of the Eighth Route Army and
New Fourth Army dropped from
500,000 to 400,000. In the "May first"
counter mopping-up operations in cen-
tral part of Hebei Province, the Eighth
Route Army defeated 11,000 Japanese
and its puppet troops, but also suffered
great logses. And in the Jizhong area
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the anti-Japanese {roops were decreased
by 46.8%. the local party and gov-
ernment organs suffered great destruc-
tion, the number of civilian casualties
and those who were captured totaled
50,000.

In the front battlefield of the war of
resistance against the Japanese aggres-
sion, even though the Chinese highest
command carried out a passive and
one-sided policy of resistance, some
patriotic officers and soldiers of the
Koumintang army, in the spirit of pa-
triotism and national salvation, waged
operations in Songhu, Xuzhou, Wuhan
and Changsha. The officers and soi-
diers of those troops paid great sacri-
fice in their combat against the Japa-
nese aggressors,

"Punishing”, Blood-washing, Slaugh-
tering and Mopping-up Operations~
Atrocities of Unparalleled Savagery

In their aggressive war sweeping
across China, the Japanese aggressor
troops carried out butchering of un-
paralleled savagery against the Chinese
pecple. Wherever they went, they
burned, killed, raped and looted the
most barbariously, millions upon emif-
lions of Chinese irinocent civilians were
slaughtered by the Japanese invaders.

“Punitive” operations against the
inmocent civilians:The three Northeast
Provinces were reduced to the cotony
of the Japanese militarism in the year
of 1931, more than 30 millton compa-
triots coufd not but live under the brutal




[image: image17.png]Pedice No39

rule of the Japanese Kanto Army for as
long as 14 years. During that period,
the Japanese Kanto Army launched
"punitive” operations one after an-
other. They often drove hundreds of
thousands of civilians onto a place and
shot them all on a slight provocation.
On September 16, 1936, about 2,000
troops of the second contingent of the
Japanese Kanto Army in Fushun en-
circled the Pingdingshan town in
Fushun city, dragged everyone of the
3,000 villagers of the 400 households
onto a piece of grassland, and slaugh-
tered them collectively with machine
guns and rifles. Those who were not
killed by the bullets were bayoneted to
death, On the next day, the Japanese
barbariany dropped the bodies down
into to a nearby valley, burnt them
with gasoline, then exploded the hill
top to cover up the atrocity ...

From 1935 to 1939, the Japanese
Kanto Army created 13,451 concentra-
tion camps in the Northeast, over §
million villagers were driven to the
camps, who suffered cruelty of all
kinds. Therefore, on the vast land of
the Northeast, many depopulated areas
were created.  While in the fenced
camps, the number of those who died
of coldness, hunger and were killed
were numerous. Taking Fushun
County for example, the total number
of civilians whe died. of coldness, hun-
ger, illness and killed accounted for
over 30% of the county’s population,

Blood-washing the occupied ar-
eus: After half of China was occupied

by the Japanese aggressors, they devas-
tated-and brutaily killed the civilians of
the occupied areas with all possible
means in the vast areas of Northern,
Central and Southern part of China. In
the 30 days from September 9 to Octo-
ber 9 in 1937, the Japanese aggressors
blood-washed 7 county seats including
Yanggao, Tianzhen, Zouyun, Linggiu,
Souxian, Ningwu and Yuanping,
slaughtered over 16,000 civilians,
and the atrocities of burning, raping
and looting were too much to be re-
corded. At about the same period in 40
days from November 4 to December
12 in 1937, the Japanese aggressors
went wild and butchered over 300,000
Chinese civilians in a number of cities
and towns along the transportation
lines in the triangle area of Nanjing,
Shanghai and Hangzhou., More than
10,000 empty-handed civilians were
massacred by the 18th and 6th Divi-
sion of the Japanese troops in the early
days of occupation of Wubu. After oc-
cupying Wuhan in October 1938, the
Japanese aggressors often arrested and
killed innocent civilians at will, It was
discovered in recent years that in
Tanjiaohu alone, there were over 60
burying ditches, and 831 skeletons
were found in the 24th ditch. Many of
the skeletons were beheaded, some
were still bound with wire or hand-
cuffed. Numerous pieces of historical
evidence verify that the occupied areas
under the Japanese cruel oppression
were no more than a huge slaughtering
ground, where millions upon millions
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of Chinese were massacred by the
Tapanese aggressors, and the bones of
the victims could be seen everywhere.

City-wide killing: World-shaking
Nanjng massacre is @ complete expe-
sure of the savage and cruel nature of
the Japanese aggressors. After cccupy-
ing Nanjing in December 1937, the
Japanese troops carried on 6-week
long bloody killing against the Chin
ese civilians and the disarmed army-
men.

In line with incomplete statistics,
during the massacre, the Japanese
troops slaughtered the Chinese civilians
and disarmed army men in large
groups, totaling 190,000, It was fairly
hard to number the scattered kiltings.
However, over 150,000 bodies were
collected. Therefore the tolal number
of victims amounted to 350,000. The
Nanjing Massacre was an organized
and planed crime. It was schemed by
the Japanese government then and
carried out by the war criminal , Mat-
sui Iwane, the commander of the Japa-
nese troops in Northeast China. After
the Japanese troops carried out the
massacre in large groups in Nanjing,
the majority of the victims were thrown
into the Yangtze River, the rest were
buried after being cremated with gaso-
line in order to destroy the evidence.

According to reliable sources, in the
five days between December 14 to 18,
1937, the Japanese troops burned over
150,000 bodies, including 2,100 vic-
tims who were badly wounded but
were still alive, Of which, 100,000
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bodies in  Xiaguan District were
“disposed” by thc Nanjing Tang-

bouchang Command of the Japanese
troops and 50,000 bodies in downtown
area were "disposed” by the Japanese
combatant troops..

Unbridled mopping-up operations
against the liberated areas: In order
to raot out the anti-Japanese resistant
forces led by the CPC, the Japanese
aggressors enforced the policy of
“burning all, killing all, and looting
all’, the genocide operation against the
anti-Japanese base arcas. From the end
of 1938 to 1940, the Tapanese
aggressors launched 109 large-scale
mopping-up operations with more than
1,000 troops each against the anti-
Japanese base areas in North China,
over 500,000 Japanese troops were
involved in these operations. More
than 40,000 civilians in Ting County
of the Jin-Cha-Ji Border Region were
slaughtered by the Japanese troops in
the mopping-up operations from Sep-
tember 1938 to June 1939, From Sep-
tember 1939, the Japanese troops
enforced a 3-monthdong  Autumn
moping-up  operations against the
Northern part of the Jin-Cha-Ji Border
Region, where the victims were count-
Jess. According to the incomplete sta-
tistics, during the 8 years of the snti-
Japanese war in the 7 base areas of
Central China, more than 3.18 million
civilians were massacred and 2.76 mil-
lion people were taken away as laborers
during the Japanese cold-bloodied
mopping-up operations.
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Cruel oppression of the Chinese
Iaborers: In order to extend the
aggressive war and maintain the co-
lonial rule in China, the Japanese
militarists enforced the most inhuman
labor policy with all possible means of
chealing or arresting in the occupied
arcas, seized in  every year a large
number of "Chinese grown-ups® and
shipped them to Northeast and North
China and even all the way to Japan,
and  forced them to work as slaves.
The cruelty encountered’ by and the
number of death imposed upon the
Chinese Iaborers aader the savage op-
pression and exploitation of the Japa-
nese fascists could hardly be found in
buman history. According to confes-
sion of the Trasportation Minister of
the puppet “Manchuria State™, the
Japanese, through agencies such as
“Greator East-Asia Company”  and
"North China Labor Association”,
shipped 8.57 million Chinese grown-
ups to the Northeast China from 1931
to 1943, of whom 2 million died of
cruelty.  The dead laborers were
thrown into (he nearby hill gullies of
the mines, fherefore the gullics
gradually became mass burying pits. It
was not only frue with the mines ruled
by .the Japanese, this kind of mass
burying pits could be found in all Japa-
nese controlled areas: with large  num-
ber of Chinese laborers. Up to now,
over 80 such mass burying grounds
ave been discovered in China, where
more than 700,000 Chinese victims
were huried. The mass burying pits are

militarists in - China, which frenzied
plundered the Chinese natural resources
and oppressed the Chinese labor.
Indiscriminate bombing and uni~
maginable destruction: While expand-
ing the aggressive war against China,
the Japanese troops wantonly trampled
on the international law, frequently dis-
patched airplanes to  drop bombs
against the Chinese lown and cities,
which produced large number of civil-
ian death. The Japanese air raids af-
fected almost whole China except Xin-
jiang, Tibet and Taiwan in accordance
with the administrative division then.
These air raids attempted to destroy
cilies and towns and fo conquer the
Chincse people, which caused great
nuntber of death to urban and rural
civilians. From July 1937 1o July
1943, the Japanese sir raids produced
casualties  of 760,000, including
330,000 killed and 420,000 wounded.

Clandestine Use of Bacteriolugical
and Chemical Weapons-—Maost Barba-
vous and Tnhuman Kiltting

During the aggressive war against
China,  the Japanese  militarists
brazenly violated the international law,
developed and used  the bacteriologi
and chemical weapons, secrelly en-
gaged in bacteriological and chémical
warfare, killed numerous Chinese army
men and civilia

As early s in (9205, the Japanese
militarists incessantly schemed to con-

quer Ching, cx-USSR and other
1o
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Asian  countries by bacteriological
weapons. Since then, great efforts were
given to the development of the germ
weapons after well-organized prepara-
tions. Bacteriological labs were set up
and guided by the Japanese Kanto
Army in 1933 in Northeast China. Be-
fore long, two bacteriological contin-
gents  were organized as follow-up
measures, of which one is named "the
Kanto  Army Epidemic Prevention
Headquarter”  while the other is
known as "Kanto Army Veterinary
Prevention Headquarter”. After the
July 7 Incident in 1937, the Japanese
Commanding Headquarter ordered the
establishment of many branches of the
bacteriological ~ contingents  across
China. In 1941, the above-mentioned
two Headquarters were renamed the
Unit 731 and the Unit 100, and the
Contingent 659 of the Kanto Army
was known as the umbrella name of the
two secret units. For a long time, the
bacteriological contingents  stationed
across China conducted the most in-
human and cruel bacteriological war-
fare experiments of modern times.
They carried out experiments on large
number of people alive in a planned
way. Trom December 1942 to August
1945, the infamous Unit 731 used
3,000 1o 4,000 people alive as objects
for testing germ weapons.

After successful development of
bacteriological weapons, the Japanese
fascists defied the world condemnation
and used these weapons in Northern,
Eastern and Central part of China. In
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July 1940, the Unit 731 airdropped 70
kilos of typhoid germ, 50 kilos of
cholera germ and 5 kilos of flea and
bugs affected with bubonic plague in
the residential arcas in Ningpo, thus a
man-made plague was spreading fast in
that area. In October the same year,
the Japanese froops once again air-
dropped wheat and cotton and etc. af-
fected  with  bubonic plague in
Ningpo. About a weck later, man-made
plague developed fast, which took
many lives of the local people. Be-
tween July and August 1942, the Unit
731 dispatched detachments to Nanjing
to airdrop 130 kilos of anthrax, paraty-
phoid and bubonic plague germs to
the water sources, low-lying land and
residential areas in Chongging, and
Jinhua, Longyou, Quxian, Yushan,
Pujiang along Zhejiang-Jiangxi Rail-
way line, thus brought a man-made
epidemic in the areas and large number
of civilians died in the epidemic. In
winter 1942, the Unit 731 spread flea
and bugs affected by bubonic plague
into the farmland, water source and
villages in Nongan County, Jilin
Province, then blockaded the affected
areas and burn the villages down to the
ground, thus caused the death of 4 to 5
thousand.

The Japanese aggressors not only
used the bacteriological weapons, but
also chemical weapons to massacre the
Chinese people. They set up toxicant
manufacturing factories and chemical-
weapon assembly lines in Taiyuan,
Yichang, Jinan, Nanjing, Hankou, and
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cially involved in chemical warfare
were stationed in Shanghai, Yichang
and Taiyuan, These troops were armed
with chemical ammunitions of visitant,
irritant and asphyxiating agents, such as
various caliber of chemical  shells,
mortar shells, hand-grenades, toxic
containers and toxic boxes of mustard
gas phosgene. According to incomplete
statistics, the Japanese used chemical
weapons on 1,131 occasions in 77
counties of 14 Provinces and cities in
China. In May 1940, during a- fierce
battle in Taian County, Shandong
Province, the Japanese troops continu-
ously fired chemical shells onto the
battleground, 300 anti-Japanese soldiers
were poisoned and most of them died
of the poison. In August the same
year, on Zhugou battlefield of Zhexian
County in the same Province, the
Japanese troops fired chemical . shells
of asphyxialing and irritant agent,
caused death of 350 Chinese

army-
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men and many more villagers. In mid-
October 1940, in Yichang, Hubei
Province, the Japanese used both shells
and bombs filled with toxic agent,
1,600 Chinese were poisoned, among
whom 600 died. The Japanese troops
not only used chemical weapons in the
battlefield but also against innocent
civilians. In September 1941, the
Japanese invaders released foxic gas
in Dujiazhuang - village of Wanping
County, Hebei Province and more than
400 students and villagers were poi-
soned. In order to defeat the Chinese
resistant forces engaged in tunmel war-
fare, the Japanese forced a large
amount of asphyxiating ageot into the
tunnels found in Beitan Village in
Dingxian County, Hebei Province,
thus more than 800 people, old and

young, woman and children were
killed on the spot.
All these atrocities are deeply

branded in our memory and shall never
be forgotten. ™

Chinase childten from Lisoning.
Prarince bayoastted to dsath by
Jap troops during World War I1.
The hodlax ware lncinetated 00
Iarge pies of firewool.
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-+ Speech by Zhang Zhijun and Huang Xuehui” at the Hiroshima Conference
Organised by the Peace Studies Association of Japan, June 1995

istory is a good teacher. History
Hmakes people wiser and helps

people think wisely of the present
and of the future.

This year is the 50th anniversary of the
victory of the world anti-fascist war, and it
is also the S0th anniversary of the victory
of the Chinese People's War of Resistance
Apainst the Japanese Aggression.  As
peaple throughout the warld are observing
the occasion in various ways, we would
like to take this opporlunity to present
some historical facts of the Japanese ag-
gression against China and the experiences
of the Chinese people in the war. We
hope that it will help people remember
what had actually happened in China.

On July 7, 1937, the Japanese invad-
ing army provoked the Lugougiao (Marco
Polo Bridge) Incident and laughed a foil-
scale war of aggression against China, The
incident was by no means accidental or
isolated. It was the continuation of the
ongoing Japanese aggression against Ching,

since 1874 when Japan first violated
China's sovereignty by sending its troops
10 attack Taiwan. It was also a major step
following the Japanese occupation in 1931
of the three provinces in north-eastern
China to-conquer the whole of China and
the rest of Asia. Besides, it was the inevi-
table outcome of Japan's attempt to con-
tend with the United States, Britain and the
other European powers for the control of
China and rest of Asia and the world at
large.

Prior to the second half of 19th cen-
tury, Japan, like China, was bullied by
European and American colonialism. But
soon after the Meiji Reform, Japan em-
barked on a fendal-militarist road, foous-
ing on military buildup and aggression
and became locked in a rivalry with Euro-
‘pean and American powers for partitioning
China and controlling Asia. Annexing Ko-
rea, ocoupying Manchuria and Mongolia,
and conquering China thus became an ob-
jective of the Japanese militarists.

" Zhang Zhijun ix a coordinator and Hunng Xuehui is a Senior Researcher of the CPAPD.
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In 1894, Japan launched a large-scale
undeclared war against China and forced
the Qing government to sign the humiliat-
ing Treaty of Shimonoseki which de-
manded China pay a large sum of indem-
nity and open more trading ports, in addi-
tion to conceding to Japan the Liaodong
Peninsular and Taiwan together with the
adjacent islands and the Penghu Islands.

In 1900, Japan was among the Eight

Allied Powers in attacking Tianjin and
Beijing, and then pillaged Beijing.
" In 1901, Japan joined the European
and American imperialist powers in parti-
tioning China and forced the Qing gov-
emment to sigh a humiliating treaty.

In 1915, Japan raised the nolorious
Twenty-One Demands in an atempt to
turn China into Japan's exclusive sphere of
influence,

In 1931, Japan provoked the Incident
of September 18 and Launched an armed
aggression against China, occupying the
three provinces in the Northeast.

It was against this historical back-
ground znd when Britain and the United
States were busy dealing .with German
fascism in the west that Japan started ‘the
full-scale war of aggression against China
in 1937, The war launched by Japanese
militarists was the most fierce and brutal
aggression ever happened to China, caus-
ing horrendous sufferings to the Chinese
people.

Oppression led to resistance.  When
the Chinese nation was pushed to the verae
of death by the Japanese aggression, peo-
ple of all nationalities and social sectors in
China came together, displaying extraordi-
nary cohesion and unity while putting
aside their past differences. The Chinese
Communist Party and the Guomintang

Ja]

co-operated in forming the national united
front against Japanese aggression. The
Chinese peaple rose and fought heroically
for mational salvation and independence.
They fought hard for eight long years, and
with the suppost of the Soviet Union and
the close co-operation of America and
other allies, foiled the attempt of the Japa-
nese militarists to conquer China and
dominate Asia. The victory of the Chinese
people over the Japanese aggression was
the first complete one in the history of
China's struggles against foreign invasion.

A just cause enjoys abundafit support
while an unjust cause finds little help. The
Chinese people’s war of resistance enjoyed
world-wide support, including that of
many gaod and honest Japanese. The
unity of some 50 countries-Soviet Union,
China, the US, Britain, France, etc. and
the formation of the international united
front embracing all peace-loving nations
against fascism brought (o victory the trial
between just and evil, and bétween prog-
ress and reaction. The victory laid the
foundation for the relation for the relative
peace for the following 50 years.

History shows that when a nation
Jaunches aggression and oppression against
olher mations, the aggressor nation will
evenlually pay a dear price. This was also
irue of the Japanese aggression against
Chins. The Japancsc militarists in Jaunch-
ing the aggression not only inflicted tre-
mendous hardship and misery to other na-
tions, but also caused the Japanese peaple
to suffer the terrible consequences of the
aggression, In the war, millions of Japa-
nese people were killed or wounded, about
half of the national wealth was lost, and
the Japaiese nation came 1o the verge of
destruction. The atom bombs dropped in
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki alone killed close
0 200,000 civilians. That indeed was a
geeat tragedy in the history of mankind.
However, the atom bombs could not write
off the record of aggression and crimes
committed by the Japanese militarism
against the Asian people and the Chinese
people in patticular, For Japan, only by
facing its past squarcly and self-examining
and shouldering the responsibilities for its
past aggression can it have adequate moral
strength in condemning the atom bemb at-
tacks.

Looking back is for purpose of look-
ing ahead. In China at present, the people
are observing the SOth anniversary of the
victory of the War of Resistance against
Japanese Aggression in various ways.
These activities are aimed at educating all
the people, particularly the younger gen-
eration and encouraging them to give more
thoughts on issues of peace, so as lo turn
their aspiration for peace into conerele ef-
forts in safeguarding world peace and
promating economic development, These
activities also aim at prescrving (he lasting
and stable friendship between our two
peoples, enhancing prosperity of our two
great nations and contributing to peace in
the Asia-Pacific region and the rest of the
world.

China and Japan are close neighbours
separated by a sirip of water but with a
long bhistory of friendly exchanges, and
have made valuable contributions to the
Oriental. civilisation. Even at the time of
Japanese aggression, the friendship be-
tween the people of the two countrics did
not cease.  When Dr. Sun Yatsen, the
forerunner of the Chinese democratic
revolution, was in Japan early this centary,
he enjoyed the sympathy nd support of
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many Japanese friends. During the Chi-
nese people’s war of resistance the Japs-
nese progressive forces worked hard o
support the Chinese people in their strug-
gle. The Chinese people have always
stood by the view that the aggression
committed by Japan against China was
caused by the Japanese militarists, and that
both the Chinese people and Japanese
peaple were victims of that aggression.
We firmly believe that the Japanese people
desire friendship with China. However,
after the conclusion of world War 1, as &
result of the stubborn American obstruc-
tion and the hostile policy pursued by
some Japanese authorities, the relations
between China and Japan made a detour
costing more than twenty years. Thanks to
(he persistent efforts of the far-sighted
statesmen and people of the two countries,
the relations finally became normalised in
1972, putting an end to the half-century
long conflict and apening a new chapter of
friendship between the countries.
Long-term stable friendship and co-
operation between China and Japan have a
teaditional basis and are required all the
more in today's world. China and Japan
differ in social system, but that does not
constitute @ conflict of fundamental inter-
ests. As the two countries are at diffevent
Tevels of economic, scientific and techno-
Togical development, and difference cxists
in natural resources, economic and indus-
tril structure, there is mutual need for co-
operation today and tomorrow in economic
development on the basis of equality and
mutual-benefit, China and Japan can learn
from each other, help supply each other's
needs and develop side by side. The Sino
Japanese Joint  Statement, the  Sino
Japanese Peace and Friendship Accord,
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the two countries, i.e, "peace and friend-
ship, equality and mutual benefir, mutual
trust, and long-term stability”, have served
and will continue (o serve as the guidelines
and foundations for the relations between
China and Japan,

The past 23 years since the normali~
sation of relations has witnessed an all-
round development in the friendly co-
operation between China and Japan, cover-
ing political, . economic, scientific and
technological, and cultural field. In 1994
the total bilateral trade volume reached
47.89 billion US dollars and Japan has be-
come China's largest trade partner and
China has moved up to (he second place in
JTapans list of trade partners. By June
1994, Japan had signed 8,610 projects of
direct investment with China, with agreed
investment totalling 10.7 billion US dol-
Tars, of which 6 billion had been actually
realised. Ini terms of government financial
co-operation, the Japanese governnient has
provided threc governmental loans ta
China, totalling more than one trillion yen.
‘With China deepening its reform and
opening wider to the outside world and
enjoying steady coonomic growth, the eco-
nomic and trade co-operation between
China and Japan will definitely enlarge. As
the same time it should also be noted that
the sharp appreciation of, the yen has in-
creased the burden on China's repayment
by a big margin. The appreciation has
also dovalued the benefits of the Japanese
loans. This is something which calls for
the allention of the Japanese government
and needs an appropriatc solution,

What needs particular atiention of the
Japanese government and the people s the
fact that the development of Sino-Japancse

Septemb
relations over the past 23 years bas not
teen plain saiting. From time to time it
was affected by interference which should
not have happened. As one of the sources
of World War I1, Japan inflicted horren-
dous miseries on the Asian pzople, particu-
larly the Chinese. This is a historical fact
that nio one with a clear conscience and ra-
tionality has ever denied. Aggression is
aggression.  There is no excuse for it.
What causes concern is that even up to this
day fifty years after the end of the war,
no thorough account has been made in Ja-
pan of the war record of the Iapanese
militarists. From time to time we have
seen some politicians even al cabinet level
have tried in every way (o lamper with
history, voter up or justiy Ihe cvils of ag-
gression.  Under such influence, some
people fail to take an objeclive attitude to.
the past. What's more, some aati-Chinese
elements in Japan have colluded with the
Taiwan authority in the plot of *two Chi-
nas” or “one China one Taiwan,” All this
runs counter to the principlcs and spirit of

-the Sino-Japanese Joint Statement and the

Sino-Japanese Pcace and Friendship Ac-
cord. Tt seriously hurts the feelings of the
Asian people and of the Chinesc people in
particular who had suffered al the hands of
Japanese aggression. Naturally it has met
with the great indignation of the victim
countries as we as the opposition of the
Japanese people. 1L is our view that oaly
by facing its past squarely, making a thor-
ough self-examination of the crimes of its
militarist aggression, offering a sincere
apology to the victim countries,  drawing
lessons from that period and adhering to
the road of peace, can Japan obtain the un-
derstanding and trust of the international
community. And only by so doing s can
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tion and elevation.

As major countrics in the Asia-Pacific
region, both China and Japan have an im-
portant “international -duty for peace and
development in this region and rest of the
world, The countries in the region have
placed great hope on China and Japan, ex-
pecting them to make greater contribution
to peace, stability, devclopment and pros-
perity of the region. Therefore, long-lerm
friendship and co-operation between China
and Japan and between their peoplc are in
the fundamental interest of the twa coun-
tries and two peoples, and are conducive to
peace, stability and development of the
Asia-Pacific region and the rest of the
world. It is our believe that as long as our
two countries observe the five principles of
peaceful coexistence and abide by the
Sino-Japanese Joint Statement and the
Sino_Japanese Peace and Friendship Ac-

cord, as long as we learn from history, re-
spect and be sincere with each other, and
seek common ground while putting differ-
ence aside, our two nations can set an ex-
ample of long-term and peaceful coexis-
tence of countrics with different social
systems, and we can become partners and
friends on the basis of equality and mutual
benefit, in’the cconomic, scientific and
technological, and cultural fields in the
remainder of this century and beyond,

From the post-war relations between
China and Japan, we can draw a usefui
conclusion, i.e. the mutual understanding
and friendship between peaple is the foun-
dation and driving force for state to stae
relations. People to peoplc contacts can
help state to state relations and in turn the
development of state ta stac relations will
broaden the scope of people's peace ef-
forts. ®

The Authors have a photo ieken oy momenta vith the leader of Peace Studer Associarion of Japan
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On May 31, the Chinese People’s Association
for Peace and Disarmament(CPAPD) held the
Fifth Joint Meeting of Meniber Organizations on
the occasion of its 10th anniversary. More than
150 poople attended the mecting, among them
wers Li Peiyao, President of the CPAPD and
Vice-Chairman of the Standing Commitece of the
National Pecple’s Congress; Zhao Puchu and
Ding Guangon, both Vico-Chairmen of the
National Committee of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference andHonorary
Presidents of the CPAPD; Li Shuzheng, Head of
e Liaison Department of the Central Comumittee
of the Communist Party of China, 10 Vice-
Presidents of the CPAPD; representatives from.
25 member organizations, CPAPD Shanghai,
Liaoning and Sichuan Branches, the Ministry of |
Foreign Affairs, China Institute for International
Stratcgic Studies and the media circles.

‘The Joint Mocting started with Opening Re-
marks by Presidont Li Peiyao, then a Work Re-
port by Vice-President Zhu Shanqing and Report
on Amending the Constitution of the CPAPD and
on Expanding the Member Organizations by
Vice-President Jiang Guanghua. Vice-Presidents
Gaochao, Wang Shusian, Chen Haosu and Lin
Huaxuan spoke rospectively, Some representa-
tives from member organizations and other insti-
tutions also spoke regarding the 10-year history
of CPAPD and its work in the future. The
mecting cnded in a warm atmosphere

At the invitation of the Peace Allianco of
Rumania, A S-member delegation of the CPAPD
headed by Vice-Prosident Jiang Guanghua paid
a good-will visit to Romania during 13--18 June
1995 and was accorded a warm weloome by the
Alliance,

During their visit, Prof. Radulian, President
of the Peace Alliance of Romania, held talks with
tic delegation wpon issues concerning infema-
tional peace and sccurity, and explored how to
prometc fricadly bilateral cooperation. In addi-
tionto Bucharest, the delegation also paid a visit
to Taleea, a county located on the Danube Dela,
where the delegation visited an enterprise, a
vine-yard and & market of agricuftural produce
and efe., The visit helped to promote mutual un-
dorstanding and friendship through active ex-
changes and sceking common ground while put-
fing aside difference, and tumed ont to be &
complete success.

When the delegation had a stop-over in
Paris, Mr. Jiang Guanghua paid a call on Na-
tional Sceretaries of le Mouvement de la Paix of
France, Mr. Danicl Cirera, Mr. Daniel Durand
and others. The two sides had a friendly ex-
change of views on the issucs of peace, disarma-
ment and other matters of common concom, and
discussed the ways for enhancing the fricadly
relations and cooperation between the two or-
ganizations

At the iavitation of the Association of Peace
Studies in Japan, the CPAPD sent two represen-
tatives 10 aftend the Hiroshima Conference from
June 15 1o 19 this year. The theme of this confer-
ence is Peace Studies in the 21th Century: From
the Viewpoint of S0 Years Afier Asia-Pacific
War. The representatives presented a paper enti-
tled “Drawing Lessons from the Past, Looking
Ahead to the Futurc, Proscring Lasting Fri
ship and Promoting Development for Al and
exchanged views extensively on issucs such a3
peace study and davelopment.
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Mme. Allice Walker Making Donations to the CPAPD

Allice Walker, an American friend, born in Shanghai in the 19205, left China for
homeland after Shanghai was occupied by the Japanese sggressors. After the People's Re-
public of China was founded, she came back to China in 1960s and worked for the
Nanjing Amity Foundation and contributed to the strengthening of the Sino-American
friendship.

Upon learning from her friends the establishment of the Chinese People's Association
for Peace and Disarmament(CPAPD), she wrote to the CPAPD and called China her sec-
ond homeland in her correspondence. We began to mail to her "Peace”, an English pub-
lication of the CPAPD. Then she wrote to us hoping to offer her passible help regarding
the publication of Peace as voluntary contribution. Before long, she mailed to the CPAPD

$50 cheque for helping the publication of Peace.

In June 1994, the CPAPD received a notice on the donation will of Mme. Allice
Walker from American Ketron & Zatman Law Firm. We felt great sorrow for the loss of a
senior fighter for the cause of peace and an old friend of the CPAPD,

Last May, the CPAPD received the donation of 50,200 US dollars in cash. In line with
the will of Mme. Walker's, the CPAPD will spend the'money on promoting the cause of
peace. ™

Attending the Pugwash Annual Conference

Mr. Chen Jifeng, CPAPL Secrctary-general, and another staff attendod the 45th
Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs held from July 23 to 29 in Hi-
soshima, Japan. Over 150 participants, getting logether in Hiroshima Intornational
Conference Center, took part in 4 heated discussion of the Conference theme "Toward a
Nuclear Weapon Free World". Mr. Chen Jifeng delivered a spocch entitled "On the
Non-First Use of Nuclear Weapons and other Issues, met with leaders of the Pug-
wash and had broad contacts and exchange of views with the participants, and thus
has made many new friends. M
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