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The fallowing is an excerpt of the speach made by

President Jiang Zamin an 11 November 1994 in Malaysla

he world  needs
peace, development,
social progress, eco-

nomic prasperity and -
provement in standards of
living. This is the call of the
times and the universal as-
piration of the world's
people. We believe that if
Ching, the biggest develop-
ing country with one 5k
of the world's population, is
able to rise above poverty
and realize modernization,
it will be & major contriby-
tion to human development
and progress. China is an
importent factor in achiev-
ing world peace and stabil-
ity. A developed China will
represent a positive step for
peace.

‘The world today is expe-
riencing  profound  and
complicated changes. On
the one hand, the trend to-

wards & multi-polar world
is continuing, Economics
play an increasingly impor-
tant role in internationat
relations, and the force for
development has become
the mainstay of interna-
tional relations. On  the
other hand, hegemonism
and power politics still rage
on. Regional hot spots flare
up here and there, and the
world is by no means
peaceful. Many countries
are still plagued by new
conflicts, turbulence and
economic difficulties.

East Asia, in sharp con-
trast 1o other parts of the
world, is enjoying political
stability, sustained  eco-
nomic growth and increas-
ingly active exchanges and
cooperation at various lev-
els. Countries of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN), in par-
ticular, have drawn atten-
tion to their booming
economies and increasing
toles in international poli-
tics and economics. As a
neighboring country, China
is happy 1o see ASEAN's
achievements.

As we are on the thresh-
old of the 21st century,
people around the world
are wondering what kind of
world will the new century
usher in. We think that the
rapid development of East
Asia, particularly ASEAN,
offers some food for
thought.

East Asian nations are
different from each other in
their sacial systems, levels
of development, historical
heritage, cultural origins,
religious beliefs and values.
These differences, however,
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to understanding or coop-
eration. Rather, they add
diversity and vigor 1o intet-
national exchanges and co-
operation,  Facts have
proven that as long as the
Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence—mutual  re-
spect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity, mutual
non-aggression, non-
interference in each other's
internal affairs, equality and
tautual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence—are  strictly
observed, nations can over-
come their differences.

The Five Principles were
jointly initiated in the mid-
1950s by China, India and
Burma. They were adopted
and expanded in the Ten
Principles of the Afro-Asian
conference and in the decla-
ration of the establishment
of ASEAN. Forty years
later, despite great changes
in the world, these five
principles are  becoming
even more vital and impor-
tant

We are happy to note the
increasingly vacal calls for
strengthening regional eco-
nomic cooperation with the
capid growth of East Asisn
economies. ASEAN  has
taken the lead and made
much progress in develop-
ing tegional economic co-
operation. The changing
times are exparding our
horizons and reshaping the

ways we think. Today, it is
impossible for any country
to develop its economy i
isolation as econowies are
becoming increasingly in-
ter-related and interdepend-
ent.

The only viable means
for economic growth and
common prosperity is to be
dedicated to  international
cooperation, to supply each
other's needs and make up
for ones deficiencies by
learning from other's strong
poines in accordance with
the principles of equality
and mutual benefit. We are
in favor of the proposal ad-
vanced by most countries
that regional economic co-
operation at various levels
should be open, not closed;
should be by mutually sup-
portive and complementasy
rather than mutually exclu-
sive; and should not be
conducted only with devel-
oped  countries.  Instead,
cooperation among devel-
oping countries should be
vigorously promoted.

Many East Asian coun-
tries are still underdevel-
oped. If their economics
take off, it will be a strong
impetus for the regional
economy and create greater
opportunities for regional
cooperation. We  should
strengthen our cooperation
and mske every  effort
toachicve common  pros-
perity in East Asia.

Tn recent years, ASEAN
has played an increasingly
important role in promoting
vegianal economic  Goap-
eration and maintaining re-
gional peace and stability,
emorging as an active force
on the international arena,
China respects and supports
ASEAN's propossl 10 es-
tablish a zome of peace,
freedom and neutrality in
Southeast Asia and its wish
to  establish a nuclear
weapons free zone. We ap-
preciate ASEAN's efforts in
promoting dislogue on re-
gional peace and security.
And we support and par-
ticipate in tho endeavars of
ASEAN's regional forum
China  has  consistently
stood for the settlement of
international disputes
through peaceful negoti-
ations and opposed the
threat or use of force in in-
tornational relations.

As for some complicated
international  issues, we
think it advisable to find
practical sofutions to them
through friendly consulta-
tion and negotiation in the
overall interests of main-
taining peace and stability.
This wall benefit the long-
term interests of the world
community while accom-
madating the interests of
all parties concerned. As
for the differences which
cannot be resolved imme-

diately, the parties con-
N
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cemed should try to shelve
them for the time being and
find common ground with~
out prejudice to the devel-
opment of normal state-to-
state relations.

An important aspect of
China's foreign policy is to
maintain friendly relations
with neighboring countries.
China hopes to see a pros-
perous, stable and floutish-
ing Southeast Asia and a
stable and rapidly growing
China will benefit the re-
gion's stability and prosper-
ity. China has established or
resumed normal  relations
with all countries in this
region. Two-way economic
exchanges and cooperation
have intensified with in-
creased contacts and en-
hanced mutual understand-
ing, trust and friendship.
More importantly, people
have increasingly realized
the advantages of economic
cooperation.

China and the countties
of ASEAN also share ex-
tensive consensus on the
‘maintenance of regionsl se-
curity and stability and have
conducted fruitful coopera-
tion in the peacefid settle-

ment of some regianal hot
spot issues. Facts have
proved that stronger ties
between China and South-
east Asian countries based
on the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence have
not only benefited people in
this region but also con-
iributed to peace and de-
velopment in the world as a
whole.

The Chinese people have
traditionally been a peace-
loving nation. Like South-
cast Asian nations, China
was  humiliated, divided,
bullied and exploited by the
big powers. We value inde-
pendence, sovereignty and
equality. More than two
thousand years ago, the
Chinese sage Confucius
taught that “peace is su-
preme”and "do not do ta
others what you would niot
bave them do to you"
Contemporary  historical
developments have proved
thet any violation of the
principles of equelity and
mutual respect, wanton in-
terference in other’s internal
affairs, expansionism and
hegemonism are doomed.
The only viable way for a

nation 1o seek survival and
development s to eagage in
economic construction, im-
prove people's fivelihood
and enhance international
mutually-beneficial  caop-
eration.

China needs a long-
lasting peaceful interna-
tional environment for its
development, China's inde-
pendent foreign palicy of
peace will remain un-
changed even if China be-
comes rich and prosperous
in the future, Our palicy 1o
develop  good-neighborly
and friendly relations with
surrounding countries s by
0o means an expediency,
but rather an inevitable
choice we have made in line
with the call of the times
and in view of the fongterm
interests of the peoples of
China and other countries
in this region.

The Chinese peaple are
willing to work together
with the peoples of South-
east Asia and other parts of
the world to usher in a
world of peace, equality,
cooperation, stability and
prosperity in the next cen-
tury. |
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China Proposes Nuclear Package

The fallowing is a statement by Glan Qichen, Vice-premier and
Foreign Minister, and chaimman of the delegation of the Feo-
ple's Republic of China, at the 49th Session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly an September 28, 1994

he world is still undergaing profound
changes and the transition toward
I multipolarity is accelerated. Eco-
nomic factors are playing a bigger role in in-
ternational relations. Relaxation of tension
has become the main trend of the world to-
day. However, hegemonism and power poli-
tics vontiaue to hold out. Regional hot spots
flare up intermittently. Destabilizing factors
tend to multiply, thus compounding the
volatility of the international sceme. The
maintenance of peace, strengthening of co-
operation and promotion of developrment
remain the major challenges of our era.

To eliminate regional hot spots and setile
international disputes are the world's priori-
tics and common concemn with which the in-
ternational community has been trying to
deal in one way or another. Experience has
shown that such practices as interference in
other countries’ internal affairs and resort to
pressure, sanctions or even force at will can-
not render any help, but can only increase
complication and difficulty in the way of a fi~
nal solution. Tn the interest of maintaining
regional peace and stability, the international
community and regional organizations
should take an appropriate and effoctive ap-

proach, that is, to promote dialogues and
negotiations between parties ditectly con-
cerned 50 as to reach a solution acceptable
1o all sides. This has been best illustrated by
the breakthrough achieved in the Middle
East peace process and the progress made
on the Korean nuclear issue.

United Nations peace-keeping operations
can play a positive role, but not all of them
have been successful. Experience and lessons
in this regard should be summed up. It is our
consistent view that peace-keeping opers-
tions should strictly conform to the princi-
ples of the UN Charter and the norms of in-
ternational relations. Such operations should
be undertaken with the consent and coop-
eration of the parties concerned, and an im-
partial and unbiased attitude should be
maintained. No peace-keeping operstions or
humanitarian aid programs should be permit-
ted to interfere in the internal affairs of any
country, still less to use force and get em-
broiled in a conflict between the parties. A
tesson should be drawn from what befell the
UN peace-keeping force in Somalia

Here I wish to underiine the importance of
strict adherence to the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence as the basic means to

-
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ples, namely, mutual raspect for sovereigaty
and territorial integrity, mutual non-
aggression, non-interference in each other's
internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit
and peaceful coexistence, were jointly niti-
ated by China, India and Burma four decades
ago, and were subsequently embodied in the
ten principles formulated by Asian and Afti-
can countries at the Bandung Conference
and in the purposes and principles espoused
by the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) and other regional organiza-
tions of the developing countries. History of
the past four decades has testified to the im-.
mense vitality of the Five Principles. All na-
tions, notwithstanding their differences in
social systems, ideologies, values or religious
faiths, can live in amity and carry oul mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation as long as they
abide by these principles. Failure to do 50
will lead to Frictions, confrontation or even
military conflicts. In a world as diversified as.
ours, nations have no alternative but to ad-
here to the Five Principles of Peaceful Coex-
istence and to find common ground while
shelving differences in order to live together
amicably and pursus common development.

The world people have long lived in the
shadow of a nuclear halocaust due to the all-
out nuclear arms race between the two su~
perpowers during the Cald War, resulting in
& massive stockpiling of muclear weapons.
Now the international situation has drasti-
cally changed. Not only can we avert another
world war, but the chances have increased
for the complete prohibition and thorough
destruction of nuclear weapons and for
mankind to ultimately eliminate the threat of
a nuclear war,

China has always stoad for the complete
prohibition and thorough destruction of all
weapons of mass destruction. The Chinese
government holds that a convention on the
&
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complete prohibition of nuclear weapons
should be concluded in the ssme way as the
convenlions banning all biofogical and
chemical weapans, respectively. As a signa-
tory to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons, China is in favor of its
extension. Yet a mere extension of the treaty
is obviously not sufficient. With a view to
ultimately ridding mankind of the threat of
nuclear war and ushering in a nuclear-
weapon-free world, the Chinese government
proposes the following:

_-All countries that possess nuclear weap-
ons should pledge unconditionally ot 1o b¢
the first to use nuclear weapons, and should
immediately start negotiations to conclude a
treaty on nov-first-use of nuclear weapons
against each ather;

--Efforts for the establishment of nuclear-
free zones should be supported and all nu-
clear powers should undertake not to use of
threaten to use nuclear weapons against any
non-nuclear-weapon state or tuclear-free
zone;

--Negatiations should be undertaken with
a view to concluding a comprehensive nu-
clear test ban treaty not later than 1996;

—-The principal nuclear powers should im-
plement their existing nuclear disarmament
treaties as scheduled and go on ta drastically
cut back their nuclear stockpiles;

~-Negotiations should be undertaken o
conclude & convention banning the produc-
tion of weapon-grade fissile materials,

--A convention on the complete prohibi-
tion of nuclear weapons should be signed
under which all nuclear powers should urn-
dertake the obligation to destroy all their
nuclear weapons under effective  intera-
tional supervision; ad

_International cooperation in the peaceful
use of auclear energy should be vigorously
promoted simultaneously with the efforts to
prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons
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ess.

The above points make up an intcgrated
and interrelated nuclear disarmament proc-
ess. We hold that alf states, no matter
whether they possess muclear weapons or
not, are entitled to participate fully in this
process. Since mankind has boen sble to
rmake nuclear weapons and tap nuclear en-
ergy for peaceful purpose in the 20th cen-
tury, we are confident that in the 21st cen-
tury they will certainly be able to completely
ban and destroy nuclear weapons and fully
harness nuctear energy to enhance their own
welfare. Before the advent of the new cen-
tury, we stand ready to join the other nuclear
as well as non-nuclear states to blaze the
way toward this lofty goal and make our due
contribution to its ultimate realization.

Tt i now sn intecoational trend to give pri-
otity to economic problems. Hence all
countries are dovoting themselves to eco-
nomic development and expansion of inter-
national coaperation. This year world econ-
omy has started a recovery and East Asia
continues to maintain a high growth rate.
But there is unevenness in the world as a
whole. Tt is disturbing to note that the im-
poverishment of some developing countries
bas aggravated. In the interest of common
development, we call for the abolition of
protectionism and discrimination in interna-
tional economic relations and trade. Neither
global multilateral trade arrangement nor
regional economic and trade cooperation
shoutd be exclusive. The principles of open-
mess, equakity and mutual benefit should be
upheld. The World Trade Organization
(WTO) to be founded next year should, from
the outset, be a broadly representative and
open trade institution based on equality and
mutual benefit. World economy is an inter-
dependent  whole. Developed  countries
should make more tangible contribution to

MR 1995

global economic development and expansion
of international ecotomic cooperation. Pri-
‘marily they should take effective measures to
open their market, provide development
funds, transfer technology, increase assis-
tance to the developing countries and reduce
their debt burden, thereby contributing to
their economic growth, social stability and
relief from poverty. Such actions wil in tum
bolster the econamic growth of the devel-
oped countries themselves. The international
community and the United Nations should be
more concerned with development matters
and particularly should actively help the de-
veloping countries to achieve prosperity. We
appreciate the Agenda for Development
submitted by the Secretary-General this year
pursuant to General Assembly resolutions.
We hope that our deliberations thereon will
serve to reinvigorate world economic devel-
opment and international coaperation.

The Chinese government takes economic
development a3 the central task of the whole
nation and makes reform and opening its ba-
sic state policy. This year we have taken a
new scries of major steps to intensify the
reform and opening, which have the effect of
ensuring & sustained, rapid and healthy eco-
nomic growth. Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), foreign trade valume and invested
overseas funds in the first six months regis-
tered increases of 11.6 percent, 25.5 percent
and 54,9 percent respectively sompared with
the cotresponding period of last year. We
will step up our all-directional opening-up
and continue to work for warld prosperity.
We have beon striving for an eerly resump-
tion of our contracting party stalus in the
General Agreement on Tarifis and Trade
(GATT). A solution of this matter will be in
the interest of both China and the world as a.
whole. China needs to cooperate with the
rest of the world which in turn needs such an
important trading partner as China. A World

7
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Trade Qrganization (WTO) without China

will be inconceivable. Human society contin-
ues to go forward and make progress. But
social ills still stand out starkly like poverty,
unemployment, deteriorating environment,
population explosion, refugees, illegal immi-
gration, drug trafficking, crime and injurious
and unfir treatment of social groups like
womnen, children and the disabled. Some of
these problems have become even more
acute, and have cried out for a remedy by the
world community through international co-
operation. We consider it necessary 10 step
up such cooperation. Because conditions
vary, differeat countries face different sociat
problems, Esch country has to draw up so-
cial development policies adaptable to its
own conditions, International cooperation in
this field should adhere to the principles of
mutual respect, equality and mutual benefit
without political strings or interference in
domestic affairs. Developing countries ac-
count for the majority of the world's popula-
tion and are in a worse plight socially. This is
where the emphasis of the United Nations
social programs should be placed.

In recent years we have actively sup-
ported and participated in important interna-
tional conferences on environment, human
rights and population under the auspices of
the United Nations. We will actively take
part in the World Summit for Social Devel-
opment to be held in Copenhagen next
March, The Chinese government attaches
great importance to the Fourth World Con-
ference on Women to be held in Bejjing in
September 1995, The Chinese people, our
women folks in particular, are looking for-
ward to this grand event with tremendous
enthusiasm.

In response to the call of the documents
of the 1992 United Nations Confirence on
Environment znd Development, the Chinese
government has analyzed the actual condi-
8

tions in the country and drawn up Agenda
21-White Paper on China's Population, Envi-
ronment and Development in the 21st Cen-
tury, which will be an important guide in the
formulation of our medium- and long-term
national economic and social devefopment
plan.

To ensure and protect human rights is an
egsential part of a nation's social policy. My
government makes it 2 basic policy to con-
stantly enhance the people's enjoyment of
human rights commensurate with our eco-
nomiic and social development. We always
hold that the principle of universality of hu-
man rights must be viewed in the context of
the actual conditions of a given couniry.
Conditions vary from country to country. It
is inevitable and normal that there is diver-
gence of views on buman rights issues, We
are in favor of dialogue on the basis of
equality and mutual respect so as to increase
mutual understanding. We are against using
human rights a8 a pretext to interfere in the
internal affairs of other countries.

Next year will mark the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the United Nations. Both
the world and the United Nations have un-
dergone drastic changes in the half century.
The United Nations is the most representa-
tive inter-goveramental organization of sov-
ercign states, Membership of the organiza-
tion is equal irrespective of size, strength or
wealth. Notwithstanding its shortcomings,
the status and role of the United Nations in
global intenational affairs remain icreplace-
able by any other international organizations
ot groupings. It is the hope of the world
people that the organization will better fulfll
the mission conferred on it by the Charter
and make even greater contribution to the
‘maintenance of peace and promotion of de-
velopment.

To cope with the greatly changed intema-
tional situstion and grim chalienges ahead,
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UN institutions should undergo relovant and
necessary reforms. In our view, any such
reforms should serve to maintain and en-
hance the positive role of the UN in interna-
tional affairs and improve its efficiency. At
the same time, the reforms should take full
account of the concerns and interests of the
developing countries which make up the
majority of the membership so that their role
may be enhanced. The function and role of
the General Assembly as the main forum of
delegations should be strengthened. Reform
of the Security Council must be aimed at
facilitating a better performance of its fanc-
tions under the Charter. Any enlargement of
the Council's membership must fully conform
to the principle of equitable geographical
distribution to ensure & broader representa-
tion. In order that actions by the Council can
‘better reflect the collective will and common
aspirations of the entire UN membership, it
is necessary to increase the transparency of
the Couneil's work and strengthen  commu-
nications  between  the Council and the
General Assembly and other UN institutions,
To prepare for the commemoration of the
50th anniversary of the United Nations,

1993

China has set up a national committee in ac-
cordance with the relevant UN resolution.
We hope that the commemoration in vatious
countries in the coming year wilt be used 1o
review the experience of the past and look to
the future so that we may carry forward the
purposes and principles of the Charter and
enable the organization to do a better job in
maintaining  peace and  promoting
development, It was sad that the first half
of our century witnessed two world wars
with disastrous consequences to mankind.
The ensuing Cold War cast a dark shadow of
war menace over the world for the greater
part of the second half-<century. It is
gratifying, nonetheless, that we have been
able to fulfill the historic mission of
eliminating the centuries-old colonial system
from the earth within this century. This is
unquestionably the greatest achievement of
the contemporary human society. Looking
ahead to the 21st century, we are Fully
confident of the future of humanity. The
Chinese people will make common effort
with all other peoples of the world 1o usher
in a new century of peace and prosperity. |




[image: image10.png]SPECIAL FEATURE

:March 1995

World Arms Control and Disarmament:

New Situation and Old Problems

by Luo Renshi®

Along with the ending of the Coid War, woild arms control and disarmament have
seen breakthroughs in recent years, However, old problams hava yet 10 be soived
and new probiems are emerging. The tasks of ams control and disarmament are still

anduous.

he nuclear freaties between the
United States and Russia open a
I new prospect for nuclear disar-
mament, but there is still a long way to g0
to achieve (horough elimination of the
threat of nuclear war. According to two
disarmament treaties of 1991 and 1993 be-
tween the United States and the Soviet Un-
ion (Russia), the two countries are obligated
to reduce their strategic nuclear warheads to
3500 and 3000 respectively by the year 2003.
By 1994, according to a report in the Ameri-
can journal Arms Conirol Today, nuclear
warheads had been reduced to 8,300 from
the 12,118 of 1991 by the United States, and
to 96,00 from 10,909 by Russia. Achieve-
ments have also been scored in dismantling
the muclear weapons of the former Soviet re-
publics in Kazakhstan, Belarus and Ukraine.
However, the muclear weapons re-
maining in the two major countries are
enough to destroy the world  several times
over, even wilh the complete enforcement of
the nuclesr disarmament. It s a matter of
more concern that the two countries, while
cutting down the number of their nuclear
weapons on the one hand, are improving

their quality on the other and both are devel-
oping miniature puclear weapons, In the
meantime, the two countries are upping their
ballistic missile defence capability in the name
of establishing regional anti-ballistic missile
network. Establishing deferce against mis-
siles means strengthening nuclear capabilily
and changing the balance of nuclear forces
Therefore, this may lead to another round in
the nuclear arms race. It is a new trap in the
pracess of nuclear disarmament

The reduction in European conven-
tlonal forces has changed the long unsta~
ble situation of confrontation between
massive forces in Central Europe, but
many countries are developing their ca-
pability for sending armed forces over-
seas, (herefore increasing the danger of
military intervention, According 1o the
treaty on reduction of conventional forces
reached by the 22 countries of the former
two blocs in Europe, 50,000 conventional
weapons of five categories (tanks, armoured
vehicle, atillery, planes and helicopters)
should be reduced. Up 1o now, 60% of the
stipulated reduction has been completed. 1n
terms of military personnel, many Europoan

* The author is & senior research fellow of the China Institute for International Strategic Studies
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required figures. It is thus possible to avoid
the danger of a major war breaking out in
Eurupe. However, since the end of the Cold
War, the United States, Russia and the major
European military powers have stressed
forming constructing rapid reaction forces
and improving their capability to transport
armed forces a long distance overseas. The
United States has established a- mobile rapid
reaction force with 50,000 soldiers ready to
be dispatched to local conflicts at any time.
Russia has also planned to set up air-liffed
mobile strategic forces. The formation of
mobile forces in different countries has accel-
erated the growth of their air forces and na-
vies,

Remarkable achievements have
been scored in multilateral disarmament
negotiations, but the United States and
‘Western countries are Tocusing arms con-
trol prevention of protiferation and direct-
ing the spearhead sagainst the Third
‘World countries. Multilateral disarmament
negotiations took place mainly at the Confer-
ence on Disarmament based in Geneva at-
tended by representatives from 39 countries.
At present, 150-0dd countrics have signed
the Chemical Weapons Convention, which is
anticipated 10 come into effect in early 1995,
This is the first traaty hed in the field of
disarmament on prohibition of a complete
category of weapons of mass destruction
Negotiations on a Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty started a1 the Geneva Disarmament
Conference in 1994 and trealy drafting is un-
derway. China advosates reaching sgrecment
6o later than 1996. Negotiations for a con-
vention on banning production of fissite ma-
terials for weapons has been anthorised by
the United Nations and are about to begin. Tt
would be an important step for the complete
prohibition and thorough destruction of nu-

March 1995

clear weapons if agreements could be
reached in the course of both negotiations.

Since the Gulf War, the United States
and some Western countries have stressed
that a few Third World countries developing
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and
missiles pose threats to their security. They
thus advocate turning the emphasis of amis
control against the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction and their delivery sys-
tems. Among the anti-proliferation agree-
ments, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,
which came into effect in 1970 and has 166
signatory states, will become due in 1995
Preparatory work conceming the extension
of the Treaty is underway at present. In ad-
dition, a few Western developed countries
promulgated the Missile Technology Control
Regime in 1987. Western countries headed
by the United States make constant suple-
mentations and modifications to the regime
and demand universal adherence by all coun-
tries. Tn spite of playing a role in maintaicing
regional and global peace and stability, these
anti-proliferation treaties and regime have
affected Third World countries in terms of
their need for proper defence and the peace-
ful use of advanced technology due to the
injustices of some regulations and the dou-
ble-standards  in  their implementation.
Therefore, the West’s emphasis against pro-
liferation as a priority is in fact directing the
spearhead against Third World countries,
thus intensifying the contradictions between
Northand South.

The arms control model of “co-
operative security” is attracting attention,
but the West takes advantage of it and
strives to popularise the “Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Eurape
(CSCE) expericnces™, Co-opetative secu-
rity refers to the improvement in military re-
lafions and prevantion of conflicts by non-
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the Cold War, 4 series of “co-operative se-
curity” measures have been established in
Burope, such as an increase in arms transpac-
ency, confidence-building measures, open
skies and various security mechanisms, In
Europe, any military exercises involving per-

sonnel exceeding 13,000  should be an-
nounced to every country. Each country has
the right 1o conduct a certain number of sur-
veillance flights over other countries. Alt
these practices play a role in relaxing the
situation in Euwrope. Now, some “co-
operative security” practices have been taken
by some countries in the Asia-Pacific, Mid-
dle-East and Latin American regions.

However, the Western countries try
hard to popularise the CSCE model in the
United Nations and on some other occasions,
and strive 1o transplant some “co-operative
security” measures practised in the special
circumstance of Europe to other regions.
This apparently goes against the UN’s fun-
damental principle of consultation. Joint ne-
gotiations by countries in the region ought to
decide how to apply co-operative security
measures to suit to the security situation of
that region.

As mentioned above, ~significant
changes have taken place in the global arms
control and dJisarmament. However, while
some old problems remain unsolved, new
problems keep on emerging, the major one
being that the existing disarmament
agreements specify limitation only on
guantity, but not on quality. Some coun-
tries, the United States and Russia in particu-
lar, not only keep on improving their huclear
weapons and developing anti-myissite systems,
but also strive for developing high-tech con-
ventional equipment and to apply to new
weapon systems high-technology such as
stealth, laser, intelligence, direct-energy and
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bio-system. Hence, the arms race with its
focus on improving quality has not come
to an end.

In addition, the United States, Russia
and major Western military powers still stick
10 their “deterrence strategy”, making it dif-
ficult to cut down further either nuclear or
conventional arms. Since the Cold War, the
United States has been developing its muclear
deterrence strategy instead of giving it up.
Adjustments have also been made in Russian
nuclear strategy. In a situation of high-tech
conventional  weapons  development,
“conventional deterrence” has had redou-
bled artention. Such deterrence theary pro-
vides 2 basis for expanding military strength
and is the fundamental barrier for further dis-
armament.

Meanwhile, some major powers are
dumping their weapons oversess, off-
selting the positive meaning of disarma-
ment and inereasing instabiity in regioual
military situations and the danger of
conflicts. With the assumption that 2 world
war is not likely, the world arms market is
generally in a weak state. But major arms
exporters such as the United States, Russia
and France, paying great attention to the high
profits from the arms trade, through which
they enhance their political influence, con-
timie to dump overseas with new type of
weapon equipment and weapons cut from
their own arsenals. Up to now, the United
States has exceeded the former Soviet Union
25 the No. 1 arms exporter in the world. Ac-
cording to materiais published by the Stock-
holm International Peace Research Institute
and the U.S. Defence Ministry, the United
States exported weapons warth US$ 13.5
billion and the Soviet Union was US$ 149
billionin 1988, US. arms exports in-
creased {0 be continued on page 16)
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Outstanding Achievements

mn

Priority Construction

by Chen Jinhua"

ince the founding of
SN:W China, and under

the leadership of the
Central Committee of the
CPC and State Council,
China has accelerated  the
construction of key prajects,
especially since implemente-
tion of the reform and open-
ing-up policies. Over the past
45 years, the state has com-
pleted 5000-0dd farge and
medium-seized projects, in-
cluding a batch of extra-large
strategic projects such as the
Daging Oil Field, Baoshan
Tron and Steel Complex,
Atomic and Hydrogen bomb
development projects, satel-
lite development and launch
projects, Three-North Shel-
ter-belt, Gezhouba Power
Plant on the Yangtzhe River,
and Sanmenxia Power Plant

on the Yeitow River. The
projects have played & lead-
ing role in national economic
development and social un-
dertakings. On the occasion
of celebrating the 45th Anni-
versary of the founding of
New Chin, reviewing the
achievements of major con-
struction projects, summariz-
ing fundamental lessons and
gaining an understanding of
new ways to do a better job
are extremely important to
ensure the expanded devel-
opment of the national econ-
omy and social undertakings,
and reslization of the sec-
ond-stage strategic goals.
Construction priorities re-
fers to the fact that the State
undertakes construction of
the key projects and of the
key industries during differ-

“ The author is the minister in charge of the State Planning Commission

ent periods, in line with the
overall status of the national
economy and social devel-
opment, besed on national
strength and capabilities and
by pooling all available re-
sources. Over the past 45
years, the Central Committee
of the CPC and the central
government have paid due
attention to ensure that
completion of major projects
occupies an important place
in  economic construction
and resources are pooled to
speed up construction. In the
19505, under the conditions
of relatively weak national
economy with limited finan-
cial resources, we pooled re-
sources in order to carry out
156 key construction proj-
ects in the metallurgical, ma-
chine-building,  automobile




[image: image14.png]manufactucing, coal, power
generation and national de-
fense sectors. The effort
provided the basic founda-
tion for industrialization. By
overcoming difficulties in the
1960s and 1970s, we com.
pleted a large batch of prior-
ity backbone prajects, includ-
ing the Daging Oil Field,
Panzhibua Tron and Siee)
Complex, Livjixia Hydro-
power Plant, four large-scale
chemical fiver plants, thirteen
large  chemical  fertilizer
piants, the No2 Automo-
bile Plant in Hubei Province,
and Chengdu-Kunming
Raitway, During the same
period, we launched & mejor
construction effort in & mum-
ber of other areas, including
the weaponry, civil aviation,
space aviation, nuclear and
electric power and ship-
building industries, which
helfped  to increase the
strength of national defense
and raise the national tech-
nology to a new level. In the
1980s, the reform and apen-
ing-up policies of the CPC
revitalized construction of
major  projects.  Between
1982 and 1993, the Stste ar-
ranged the construction of
420 major projects, with in-
vestment  accounting  for
about ong-half of total
planned figure for the large
and  medium-sized enter-
prises. Construction of the
projects, and their eventual
production have played an
14

extremely important role in
enhancing national economic
strength, promoting opening-
up to the outside world, re-
adjusting  the  industrial
structure, eliminating of re-
lixing botllenccks adversely
effecting economic develop-
ment and ensuring sustain-
able, healthy and rapid na-
tional economic growth.

Between 1950 and 1993,
investment in  state-owned
fixed asset totaled 4,421.5
billion yuan, with the period
fealuring the construction of
5,079 large and medium-
sized enterprises with addi-
tional fixed assots of 2,866.1
billion yuan. The national
economic. growth rate and
production volume of major
products  gained leading
positions in terms of world-
wide totals. China is rapidly
gaining economic might and
increasing respect from the
international community.

A. Construction of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Wa-
ter Conservancy Projects

Since the founding of New
China, we have completed
the first and second stages of
the internationally acclaimed
Three-North Shelter-beit
Project, and constructed a
large number of water con-
servancy projects, hence the
ecological environment and
flood prevention capabilities
in various regions have been
improved. The State has in-
vested about 150.0 billion

yuan for capital construction
in the agricultural sector,
with the effort greatly im-
proving basic conditions nec-
essary for agricultural pro-
duction. By the end of 1993,
sanual grain production to-
taled 456 million tons, elevat-
ing it to a leading position
worldwide.
B, Science, Technology

and Education

The State has a number of
important laboratory projects
completed, including _ the
Beijing  Electron  Collider
Project, the National Syn-
chronic Radiation Lab, Bei-
jing Aviation Research and
Development Lab. The new
tabs filled the void of na-
tional scientific research and
marked a new development
period for high technology.
Over the last 10 years, the
State has invested 1,336 mil-
fion yuan in eight projects at
major national universities
such as Qinghua and Beijing
universities in the Chinese
capital and Fudan University
in Shanghai

C. Energy Construction

At the end of 1993, follow-
ing 45 years of construction,
the nation's installed pawer
generating capacity stood at
184.51 million kw, a 100-
fold increase over that of
1949, with the annual pro-
duction of electricity exceed-
ing 80O billion kwhr. China
thug has become one of the
few countries in the world
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erating capacity of over 100

million  kilowatts. Major
projects in the petroleum in-
dustry, including the Daging,
Shengli, Xingjiang, Zhong-
yuan, Liache and Huabei Oil
Fields have gone into pro-
duction one after another. By
the end of 1993, the coun-
ry's petroleum  production
totaled 145 million tons,
thereby making China one of
the world's major oid produc-
ing countries. Constmction
of the coal industry was also
highly prominent, with the
production of raw coal rising
from 32 million tons in the
carly period following the
founding of New China to
over 1,150 million tons in
1993, thus elevating China to
the first ranking as a major
coal producer in the world.
D. Construction of
Transportation and Tele-
communication
Prior to 1949, China's rail-
way system stretched a mere
10,000 km However, the
45-year construction effort
led to completion of & basic
national railway framework
stretching over 30,000 km,
including 11,000 km of dou-
ble-track lines, and 8,500 km
of electrified lines. By the
end of 1993, the country's
highway network had ex-
panded from a mere 130,000
km in 1949 to well over 1.08
million km, including previ-
ously nonexistent express-

ways stretching 1,130 km.
Between 1979 and 1993,
China completed the con-
struction or refurbishing of
534 shipping berths, includ-
ing 195 deep-water berths,
with the 317 million tons of
new handling capacity effec-
tively fulfilling the demands
of opening-up and economic
development. Over 70 air-
ports and related ground fa-
cilities have either been con-
structed or converted since
implementation of the reform
and opening-up policies, with
civil aviation routes now
stretching over 5.1 billion
km, Fixed asset investment in
the post and telecommunica-
tion sectors exceeded 96.7
billion yuan. A modemn com-
prehensive post and tele-
communication network has
basically taken shape, with
Beijing serving as the hub of
cable, fiber optic, microwave
and satellite facilities radiat-
ing throughout urban and ru-
ral areas across the country.
E. Construction of Raw
Materials Industry
Construction of major proj-
ects spurred the rapid devel-
opment of the country's raw
materials industry. In 1993,
the total output of varicus
raw materials rose dramati-
cally with steel output hitting
88.68 million tens; produc-
tion of 10 major nonforrous
metal recording 3.4 million
tons; chemical fertilizers
(standard fertilizer) standing

at 99.45 million tons, ranking

second in the world; the
processing capacity of petro-
leum rising to 163 million
tons, ranking fourth glabally;
and the production of ethyl-
ene hitting 2 million tons,
ranking ninth internationaly.
F. Construction of the
Machine-Building,  Elec-
tronics and Textile Indus-
tries
A prominent aspect of
construction  since  the
founding of New China has
been the completion of a big
batch of backbone projects in
the machine-building indus-
try, with a remarkable im-
provement in terms of qual-
ity, quantity and the technical
level of products. Renova-
tion and construction involv-
ing the introduction of for-
eign technology has greatly
enhanced China's automobile
manufacturing industry, with
annual production rising to
1.3 million units, and making
the sector a pillar industry of
national economic develop-
ment. The introduction of
advanced foreign technology
has also enable the electron-
ics industry to make rapid
progress in the manufacture
of micro-clectronic chips,
computers and color TV
sets. Construction and de-
velopment of the textile in-
dustry has made important
contributions to improving
the living standards and
quality of life of the people.
15
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had risen to 2.2 million tons,
thereby elevating the country
to a position of one of the
wortd's major producers.

G. Social Undertakings
and Quality of Life

China has made great pro-
gress in regard to medical-
care, with the number of
hospital beds rising from only
84,600 in 1949 to over 3.10
million in 1993. In terms of
urban housing, apartments of
some 100 million square
meters of floor space have
been constructed annually in
cities and towns since 1979
A total of 1.78 billion square
meters of floor space and
auxiliary facifities have been
built, with investment reach-
ing 411.1 billion yuan. Per
capita housing in cities and
towns jumped from 3.6
square meters in 1978 to
some 7.5 squate meters in

1993, with per capita hous-
ing in rural areas rising sub-
stantially from 8.1 square
meters 10 20.8 square me-
ters.

‘The periad between now
and the year 2000 is consid-
ered a key time for realizing
industrialization and mod-
emization, and there is a
clear  understanding  that
whether o not the national
cconomy can maintain sus-
tainable, stable and healthy
development, and  the
monumental strategic task of
quadrupling the GNP can bs
cealized, depends mainly on
the development of priority
construction projects.
Therefore, the management
of major construction proj-
ects must be perfected in
accordance with the unified
directives of the Party Cen-
tral Committee and
State Council,

The initial effort will in-

volve comprehensively the
adaption of means for plan-
ning and market regulation in
order to promote the prime
configuration of resources
and 10 arrange key construc-
tion. Secondly, efforts to re-
structure investment channeis
should be expanded, areas
allowed to use foreign funds
should be broadened and in-
vestment channels for fund-
ing the construction of major
projects be further extended
In the interim, the use of
foreign funds for the con-
struction of major projects
should be strengthened. Na-
tional  industrial  policies
should play a dominant role
throughout the 1990s, and
selected  basic  industries
should be opened to foreign
cooperation in an innovative
and steadfast approach so as
10 accelerate efforis to im-
prove weak Jinks in national
economic development. W

(continue from page 12) *

to US$ 18.7 billion in 1991 while Russian
exports decreased to USS$ 5 billion. In 1993,
U.S. arms exports reached US$ 32.4 billion
‘while Russia’s was at 4.5 billion. According
to the Wall Street Journal of 21 June 1994,
the U.S. share in the world arms market went
up 1o 60% from 25% at the end of the 1980s.
Meanwhile, the United States had the fargest
share in weapon exports to Third World
countries accounting for 56% in 1992 and
73% in 1993, At present, Russia, France
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and Britain are working hard to catch up in
the arms market, and the competition is
fierce. Without consideration for world and
regional security, and even openly violating
international agreements, some countries are
dumping arms to a faction without aggree-
ment of the sovereign siates, posing threats
to the unity and security of these countries.
The transfer of weapons and military tech-
nology in large amounts with no constraints
has become 8 hazard in the internafional
community. m
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by Jiang Yaping

het reviewing agricultural devel-
opment during the 45 years since
the founding of the People's Re-

public of China, the most outstanding and
commonly recognized achievement is that
the country has been able to feed about 25
percent of the world's population with only
7 percent of the globe's arable land. The
foundation supporting the monumental
achievement has been the histocic develop-
ment of the Chinese agriculture and major
agricultural products.

Grain has long been China's major agticul-
tural product in terms of output volume.
The country's total grain output in 1949
stood at 113.18 million tons, with the out-
put in 1993 increasing four-fold to 456.44
million tons. Cotton output has witnessed
even greater increase with the 1993 output
reaching 3 76 million tons, an eight-fold in-
crease over the 1949 figure of 0.444 million
tons. In addition, the total output of oil-
bearing crops during the same period in-
creased six-fold from 2.56 million tons to
17.61 millicn tons, In fact, the total output

of almost all other agricultural product in-
creased by the similar rate.

China's increased output of primary agri-
cultural products is of particular signifi-
cance due to the fact that it was achieved
despite a decrease in available farmland, a
continually growing population, increased
industrial demand for raw materials and in-
creasing demand for better standards of
living.  The significance has been embad-
ied in the China's per capita possession of
agricultural products. Over the past 45
years, even though the population grew by
over 600 million persons and available
farmiand fell by 20 million hectares, the per
capita possession of grain increased from
208.9 kg in 1949 to 385.1 kg in 1993, while
possession of catton from 0.8 kg to 3.9 kg
and oil-bearing crops from 4.8 kg to 14.2
ke.

The above-mentioned development has
greatly enhanced China's ranking in terms of
worldwide agriculture. By 1993, the coun-
try's total output of grain and oil-bearing
crops ranked first in the world, wilh cotton
output holding a third place.

Since implementation of the reform and

.
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apening policies in 1978, China has twain-
tained a high growth rate in the output of
primary agricultural products. For example,
grain output first climbed ta 300 billion kg
and a short time later to 400 billion kg. It is
thus impossible 1o ignore the merits of re-
form and opening-up accruing to Chiva's
modern agriculture.

Historic increase in the total output of
primary agricultural products fully demon-
strates the remarkable progress China has
made in raising the production level of
modern agriculture. The obvious continuity
and stability of the growth of the agricul-
tural products demonstrated the fact that
the Chinese current agriculture has primarily
achicved a stable and comprehensive pro-
ductive capability,

Related reseasch carried out jointly by
the State Council and the Ministry of Agsi-
culture revealed that 93 percent of the in-
crease in output was the direct result of
‘material inputs such as chemical fertilizers,
irrigation, draft animals, plastic film, pesti-
cides, farm machinery and improved seeds
and species. When discounting factors such
85 draft animals and traditional irrigation,
modern material inputs, which resulted from
modern industrial technology and agricul-
tural research, accounted for 70-80% of the
total increasc. The Tesearch data has also
been vetificd by joint studies conducted by
Prof. Zhu Xigang and experis from the
United States and the Netherlands.

The most beneficial contributions of mod-
ern technology, material inputs, and scien-
tific and technological achicvements have
‘been the dramatic increases in the per unit
vield of agricultural products. Over the past
45 years, China's per hectare grain output
has jumped from 1,035 kg in 1949 10 4,131
kg in 1993, cotton from 165 kg to 750 kg,
and rape-sced from 495 kg to 1,309 kg,
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The increased per unit yield reminds peo-
ple of the fact that & major part of China's
quiet "Green Rovolution,” or modern agri-
cultural exploration has at long last gained a
solid foot hold in the continuous growth of
the per unit yield These aspects are
amongst the most important characteristics
of China's agricultural modemization,

The produce increases and the develop-
ment of Ching's agriculture are inseparable
from the support and development of mod-
em industry. China's traditional agriculture,
which had sitiply maintained the status quo
for several thousand years, stepped into (he
modern era of large-scale indusltial con-
struction some 45 years ago. Entering the
new era was indeed a goad luck for Chinese
agricohure,

However, in the early days, Chinese agri-
culture in fact nurtured the large-scale op-
erations of China's modern industry. Assis-
tant Prof. Chen Fen from China Academy of
Agriculture points out that agriculture made
historic contributions to both urban indus-
trialization afier 1949, and to rural indus-
trialization after 1978,

Generally speaking, agricultures contri-
butiens to the national economy Center on
1wo main aspects, providing food for the
people and raw materials for industry
However, Chinese agriculture has made a
special contribution, namely, providing a
primitive capital accumulation for the de-
velopment of the country’s industrial sector,
a process which began from scratch. The
special contribution was realized (hrough
su-called *price scissors”, or artificially set-
ting higher prices for industrial products
and lower prices for agricultural products
compared with the real value. And the sur-
plus labor value was transferred to indus-
trial sectors during the inter-exchange of
products in order fo accelerate industrial
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development.

Related studies show that, in line with the
publicly accepted criteria, the “price scis-
sors" were used to transfer ffom agriculture
to industry in 1957, 1965, 1971 and 1978,
the accumulation of 13¢ billion yuan, ac-
counting for 60 percent of the national
revenue in the corresponding period.

Due to the fact that the efficiency of in-
dustrial production has not as yet reached
an ideal level, the reverse nurturing, which
should have commenced in 4 much easlier
period, has not as yet materialized, and ag-
riculture in fact continues to nurture indus-
ry. Experts estimate that anoual agricul-
tural contributions to industry currently ex-
coed 100 billion yuan,

Another important fact is that rural indus-
trialization in China, the second wave of in-
dustrialization in modem period, is being
shouldered by farmers and the agricultural
sector. The capital, land and labor for es-
tablishing township enterptises come di-
rectly from the meagre agricultural surplus
of farmers and from resources  trans-
ferred  from agriculture itself. The vol-
ume, length of time and wide-ranging
scale of the contributions of the agriculture
to national industrialization in China are
phenomenon never before seen in the his-
tory of worldwide economic development
The accomplishment is without doubt a
source of distinguished glory for modem
Chinese agriculture

‘While traversing the road to moderniza-
tion, Chinese agriculture has been faced
with a number of severe challenges. Al-
though China ranks at the forefront in

March 1995

terms of agricultural yield per unit area, it
falls far behind in terms of labor productiv-
ity.

Tt is highly likely that due to the existing
national conditions, the gap between China
and the world's advanced agricultural na-
tions will stay for e long time. Under the
current background of the increasing inte-
gration of the warld economy, the problems
and perplexing conditions arising are indeed
realistic. For example, the cost of agricul-
tural products is rising and hundreds of mil-
lions of farmers can ot but continue to
farm the very limited arable land.

Without doubt, after learning many ies-
sons and gaining sufficient experience,
China is clearly and definitely oriented to-
wards technological services and the model
of material inputs required for agricultural
‘modernization, However, even greater ef-
fort must be extended Lo ensure that serv-
ices and inputs are effective, sufficient, in
accord with the national situation, and are
carried out in a timely manner. The agricul-
tural modemization will be seriously af-
fected by the shortage and rising cost of the
means of production and materials, insuffi-
cient agricultural research force, inadequate
technology-promoting personncl and the
low level of labor competence.

1In addition, environmental pollution and
the effect on the quality of agricultural
products creared by the inputs of modem
agriculture pose even greater and long-term
challenges, and portend even higher costs
for Chincse agriculture. Therefore, Chinese
agriculture shall have a heavy burden to
shoulder and 4 long road to traverse. M
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by Li Anding

orty-five years are but

a flash in terms of the

Chinese history. How-
ever, since the founding of
New China in 1949, the
country has witnessed dra-
matic changes in social de-
velopment with the eradica-
tion of hunger, illiteracy, dis-
vase and inequality which
had plagued Chinese society
for thousands of yeass.
China, which now stands tall
amongst the world's nations,
is characterized by com-
Pletely new images of social
progress, advanced culture
and healthy population.

China has not only eradi-
cated chranic malady of hun-
ger and poverly, but also
succeeded in providing ade-
quate clothing and food to
some 22 percent of the
worlds population with only
7 percent of the globe's ar-
able fand. The vast majority
of Chinese peaple have been
provided with basic daily ne-
cessities such as food, cloth-
ing and housing. The notri-

0

tion intake of both urban and
rural residents has improved
reatly 10 2,328 kitocalories
and 68 grams of protein per
person daily.

A series of measures
adopted by the central gov-
emment to alleviate and
eliminate poverty has re-
sulted in & drop in the num-
ber of poverty-stricken rural
residents from 250 million in
1978 to the current 80 mil-
lion. The family planning
policy has achieved distine
guished success in China,
ranking first in the world in
terms of population. The
natural population growth
sate decreased from 25.83
per thousand in 1970 to
11.45 per thousand in 1993
while the birth rate decreased
from 33.43 per thousand to
18.09 per thousand. The per
capita life expectancy has
risen from 65 years to 70
years.

The development of edu-
cation has helped hundreds
of millions of Chinese people

shake off ignorance and illit-
eracy. In 1986, China began
the implementation of its 9-
year compulsory education
program in a planned way
and step by step. In 1993,
97.7% of school-age chil-
dren were enrolled in school.
Thus far, over 200 million
young farmers have acquired
various levels of education or
technical training. Each year,
mare than 1 million students
take work post after graduat-
ing from institutions of
higher education.
Environmental protection
has been adopted as a na-
tional policy, and great effort
has been extended to ensure
the coordinated development
of the national economy and
the environment. China has
instituted strict controls on
industrial pollution, compre-
hensively renovated urban
environment,  promoted
ecological  agriculture  and
accelerated afforestation
projects. By the end of 1993,
the forest coverage had
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jumped to 13.9 percent, and
some 766 natural reserves of
various types covering a total
of 661,800 square kilometers
had been declared.

The history of Chinese
being referred to as “the sick
men of East Asia” is gone
forever. China is actively
steiving for the realization of
its strategic goal that every
Chinese citizen will have ac-
cess to medical care services
by the year 2000, In 1993,
the country had an average
2.4 hospital beds and 1.58
doctors for each thousand
people. Some 85 percent of
all children have received in-
oculations providing immu-
nity to various diseases, and
efforts to control AIDS and
venereal diseases were im-
proved. Numerous major in-
dices for hygiens and health
are equal to the advanced
levels among the countries
at similar development stage
like China, and the gap be-
tween China and developed
countries continues to nar-
Tow,

The State has adopted
sffective measures to de-
velop and utilize its labor
force effectively, and is ex-
tending great effort to ensure
the reslization of fall em-
ployment. In recent years,
the unemployment rate in ur-
ban areas has remained at 4
low level of 2-3 percent
Reform of the employment

system has expanded the de-
cision-making powers of the
enterprises  related to the
employment of staff for vari~
ous occupations and the
freedom of the labor force to
chose jobs. Correspondingly,
the wege system has been
reformed and the eaming of
workers has been substan-
tially raised.

Since the 1980s, the so-
cial security system has been
in the process of reform and
transformation in terms of
mechanism,  structure  and
payments. Endowment insur-
ance has been adopted with a
combination of basic en-
dowment insurance and en-
terprise  supplementary en-
dowmen: insurance. Workers
in stateowned enterprises
have been provided with un-
employment security, and a
baich of production basis for
self-salvation has been con-
structed, and  retraining
bases have been opened to
help workers to find new
jobs. China's sacial security
system has also provided of-
phans, the elderly, the di
abled, young and unfortu-
nate residents in  various
communities with necessary
living services and guaran-
tees.

The Chinese government
has dedicated  itself for re-
solving problems  stemming
from inadequate  housing,
Qver the past few years, the

reform of the investment,
construction and distribution
of housing increased the &v-
erage floor space of urban
residents to 7.5 square me-
ters in 1993, up from only
3.6 square meters in 1978,

China pays great attention
to issues related to the life
quality and progress of cer-
tain groups such as women,
youngster, the elderly and
the disabled. Chinese women
currently account for some
44 percent of the total work
force, and a medical care
network has been established
for women and children.
Measures are being cacried
out to solve the problem of
the aging population. Re-
habilitation, education and
employment opportunities to
be provided to the disabled
have gained the attention in
the society as a whole.

The prosperity and prog-
ress of more than 92 million
people from China's 55 eth-
ni¢ minorities have played an
important role in the social
development in this vast
country of multi-ethnic
groups. The Chinese gov-
ernment adheres to policy of
the regional autonomy of
ethnic minorities, and has
promulgated  and  imple-
mented the Law on the Re-
gional Autononty of Ethnic
Minorities, which guarantees
the rights to be enjoyed by
the ethnic minority people. B
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Communist Party of China (CPC) and

the government have faced an arduous
task reforming and transforming the histori-
cal remnants of the old economic and social
systems in order to insure the complete im-
plementation of the policies for equality and
unisy of &l ethnic groups, and promiote their
devetopment and progress. The CEC ard the
government have successfully formulated a
series of principles and policies which meet
the unique necds of all minorities in astono-
mous regions. For example, they have
guided the members of ethnic minoritics
through social reform required fo climinate
the feudal landlord (tenant-owner) system,
feudal surf system, slave system and other
lingering remnants of primitive society, thus
having basically eliminated the nobility and
its political system based on theocratic rule,
banner (county) alliances, appointments of
hercditary headmen under the dominance of
the autocratic household division and rule of
mountain headmen, having cstablished vari-
ous forms of the sociatist economy and led
ethnic minorities along the socialist path.

In the words of senior leader Deng
Xiaoping: As & result of democratic reform
and socialist transformation, all elhnic
groups in China have one after another fol-
lowed the sacialist road and have established
new relationships characterized by socialist
unity, friendship, mutual assistance and co-
operation,

2

S ince the founding of New China, the

Pollowing the Third Plenary Session of
the 1lth Party Congress, work related to
ethuic minorities entered a new development
stage. The primary task of work in the new
era is 10 develop productive forces, while
firtly implementing the principles of reform
and opening-up, and promoting economic
development in minority areas by closely
combining self-reliance with substantial sup-
port and aid from the government and the
country's developed areas. The process of
reform resulted in the establishment of vaci
ous forms of the household responsibility
system in minority areas. The family house-
hold contract responsibility system was the
mejor form adopted in agricultural areas,
while long-term policies in pastoral areas
were based on redistributing animals with a
set value to family households for private
ownership, breeding and marketing, as well
s the contracting of grasslands. The house-
hold responsibility system greatly cahanced
the enthusiasm of farmers and herdsmen for
production and operations. Simultaneously,
urban economiic restrycturing was contimu-
ously deepening in regions of ethnic minori-
ties. Since the 14th Party Comgress, the
autonomous regions have focused on the
goal of establishing a socialist market econ-
omy. The regions have made progress in ef-
forts to revitalize large and medium-sized
enterprises, as well as in establishing mar-
kets, in restructuring planning, budgeting
and financial systems, which have added im-
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petus 1o the inherent vitality of economic
development in minarity areas. Actual prac-
tice has praved that reform is the engine of
the development for areas of ethnic minori-
ties.

Statisticai record shows that the 1993 to-
1al value of the industrial and agricultural
products for the country's five autonomous
regions hit 415.8 billions yuan. The living
standards of ethnic minorities improved dra-
‘matically with the annual per capita income
of farmers and herdsmen rising to 696 yuan.
The industrial structure in the autonomous
regions has also been subject to reform, with
the industrial output value accounting for
66.3% of their 1993 total, a big rise over the
14.8% of 1949 figure. In 1992, the govern-
ment adopted a sirategy of opening border
trade in five autonomous regions--Tnner
Mongatia, Ningxia Hui, Xinjiang Uyger, Ti-
bet and Guangsi Zhuang Autonomous Re-
gions, as well as Qinghai, Yunnan and Guiz-
hou Provinces, all of which are home to
ethnic minorities living in compact commu-
nities. The new policy effectively opened
frontiers of opening up and allowed the
aforementioned regions to end their long
history of remotcness. They quickly grasped
the new opportunitics and actively joined
forces with neighboring countries to estab-
lish extensive multi-level cconomic coopera-
tion, technical and cultural exchanges, tour-
ism and iabor exports. Thus far, they have
opened well over 100 border trade ports of
entry and transportation channels, in addition
to establishing a score of border markets
The new policy has led to a 100 percent an-
mual growth in the total volume of border
trade. For example, in 1993, the total cross-
border trade volume in the autonomous re-
gions and threc provinces approached
US520 billion.

In addition to opening up 1o the outside
world, the autonomous regions and the three
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provinces have further deepened their reform
as well as opening-up domcstically, intro-
ducing technology, fands and skilled workess
from coastal regions, accelerating the esiab-
lishment of market mechanism, and enabling
national minority areas to join both the do-
mestic and international markets.

The Inner Mongolia Autonomaus Region
has introduced market mechanism and thor-
oughly expanded the marketing of animal
husbandry products. As a result purchases
and sales of the products continuc to grow
and economic efficiency of the scotor has
improved significantly. The 1993 per capita
income of herdsmen in the autonomous re-
gion jumped to 1,164 yuan, up 296 yuan
over the 1991 level prior to the release of the
prices controls on animal products. The in-
crease was basically attributed to the im-
proved circatation system.

Muslims in the Ningxia 1lui Autonomous
Region, who arc known for their business
acumen, have [cfi their inland homes to en-
goge in all-dimensional, mylti-channels and
multi-forms of horizontal economic coordi-
nation and cooperation. Over the past 10
years, Ningxia has signed over 3,800 con-
tracts for horizontal economic and technical
cooperation. The contracts, linked with some
20 autonamous regions and provinces across
the country, have attracted investment of
450 million yuan, with added (axes from co-
ordinated projects rising as much as 248 mil-
lion yuan. In addition, some 15,000 techni-
cians have been either trained of ncwly em-
ployed outside the Autonomous Region.
Ningxia's tetal volume of urban and rural
teading at fair markets in 1993 reached 148
billion yuan.

Two years ago, the Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region adopted 2 development
strategy of building the Region into a big
domestic and international market by taking
advantage of its geographical and resource
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tunner for promoting industrial growth,
enabling businesses to _flourish and expand-
ing foreign trade, and on introducing invest-
ment from abroad and expanding domestic
cooperation. The Region has opened 14 in-
temational trade ports of entry, and has ac-
tively conducted cross-border trade with 7
neighboring countries, with the total trade
volume for 1993 standing at US$910 million,

The comprehensive economic strength of
the Tibet Autonomous Region has impraved
significantly afong with the introduction of
modern industrial enterprises in the power
generation, metallurgy and textiles sectors. A
series of special policies and a massive infu-
sion of resources by the central govermnment
have led 10 the completion of over 280 new
enterprise projects. Business is flourishing,
and the totat number of family-run industrial
and business operations soared to over
40,000 in 1993, while the total retail sales
volume surpassed 1.9 billion yuan, a four-
fold increase over that of 1990, The Tibetan
economy has entered a new stage of close
integration with the national economy, while
the region has expanded its opening effort,
and maintzining the momentum of attracting
foreign funding and expanding domestic
economic integration. Last year alone, the
region’s contrated investment totaled 67.11
million yuan and US$9.63 million, while the
total volume of trade reached US$103 mil-
Tion.

In 1992, the central  government an-
nounced its decision to transform the
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region into a
{arge seaport in southwest China. Since then,
Guangxi implemented the decision by joining
with Sichuan, Yunnan, Guizhou provinces
and the Tibet Autonomous Region to draft a
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new stralegy of uniting in promotion of
opening-up, promoting development by
opening-up, taking full advantage of coastal
superiority, expanding mutually beneficial
economic cooperation, serving the grand
southwest area and making inroads to
Southeast Asia. The current trade and devel-
‘opment pattern centered on the coastal cities
of Beihai, Qinzhou and Fangcheng have pri-
marily teken shape, and financial and trade
relations with over 100 coutries and regions
are established. Last year, the number of
newly approved foreign-funded projects, the
foreign investment in contracted projects znd
the volume of foreign funds actually aflo-
cated alt surpassed respective total figures in
the past, The total foreign fands  actually
Put 10 use soared to US$924 million, & two-
fold increase over that in 1993, recording the
highest growth rate among the 12 constal
cities in the country.

The continuing deepening of the reform
and expanded opening-up in_ethnic minority
areas provide fertile land for the socialist
market economy to mature, All sutonomous
regions, prefectures and counties inhabited
by national minorities are cultivating and de-
veloping domestic markets in line with the
development needs of the socialist market
ecotiomy. At the same time, they have ex-
tended great effort to -accelerate the con-
struction of infrastructure related to the en-
ergy, transportation, posts and telecommuni-
cation and raw materials sectors in order 10
attract more foreign funds, and have taken
full advantage of local and border trade as
well as various other flexible forms of trade
in order to greatly expand cross-border trade
with the neighboring countries and regions
50 38 to enter and expand their niche in the
international market.
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hina has recorded monumental

achievements in education and has

attracted global attention in the 45
years since the founding of New China,
especially since the Third Plenary Session
of the 11th Party Congress in 1978.

The country has recorded notable
breakthroughs in primary education and
has dramatically enhanced the quality of
Chinese citizens. At present, either five or
six year primary education is in place
actoss 90 percent of the nation, with 76
percent of counties having a 98% comple-
tion rate for primary school and an 80%
rate for secondary school A mine year
compulsory education program is in place
in large and medium-seized cities and eco-
nomically developed areas. The rapid de-
velopment of vocational education has
dramatically altered the previous unitary
structure of secondary education, with the
new system training a large number of
qualified junior middle school level tech-
nicians needed by the country's continuing
economic development. By 1993, some
18,400 vocational schools had been estab-
lished across the country with 8.186 mil-
lion students in school.

Institutions of higher education have
truined a large number of highly qualified
specialists for the Chinese modemization
drive, and have increasingly displayed their
role as & backbone force necessitated to
ensute the country's scientific and techni-
cal progress. In 1994, the country's over
1,000 institutions of higher education had
2.6 million students, in addition to 0.1
million post-graduate students. Since the
implementation of the reform and opening-
up in 1978, 10 million students, 260,000
M.S. students and 10,000 Ph.D students
have graduated from these institutions.

Adult education has been subject to
vigorous progress which has directly and
effectively raised the technical and cultural
quality of urban and mural labor force
Since the founding of new China, 180 mil-
lion people have been free from iflteracy,
with the illiteracy rate for people between
the ages of 14 and 45 having dropped to 7
percent. Adult education continues to ex-
perience rapid progress, and now there are
1,183 institutions of adult education with
over 1863 million students studying in
school. @
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INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE

Hotes On 74 Tncte To Jafan

‘Huang Xuehui”

t the kind invitation of the Nagasaki

Congress Against A-and-H-Bombs

(Gensuikin), 8 4-member CPAPD
delegation headed by its Vice-President Mr.
Lin Huaxuan paid a goodwill visit to Japan
from October 17 Lo 24, 1994, Highly valuing
the first return visit of the CPAPD guests,
the host organization accarded the delegation
a warm and cordis reception and arranged 8
well-planned itinerary for their visit. During
their stay in Japan, in addition to having
‘broad contacts with the leaders of peace or-
panizations, the CPAPD guests exchanged
observations on matters of commun concern
with govermnent officials, Dietmen and
trade unjon leaders. Mr. Kubo Wataru, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Social Democratic Party
and member of the House of Councillors met
with the delegation al the Headquarters of
the Party. He stressed that reduction of ar-
maments is not only a stand of the CPAPD,
but also a basic policy pursued by the Tomi-
ichi Administeation. He also expressed his
appreciation to the CPAPD delegation for its
efforts in developing friendly cooperation
between the two countries. Journalists from
Yomiuti Shimbun, Asahi Shimbun, Mainichi
Shimbun, Nagasaki Shimbun, Nishi Nihon
Stimbun and other mass media followed the
tracks of the CPAPD delegation and gave
full coverage to its activities in Nagasaki

* The author is CPAPD senior researcher.

26

The complete success of the visit was con-
ducive not only 1o enhancing relations be-
tween the CPAPD and the peace organiza-
tions of Japan, but also to promoting mutual
understanding and friendship between the
two peoples.

All those Japanese people from all walks
of life with whom wherever the delegation
met highly praised the great achievements of
friendly cooperation in vasious fields since
the normalization of relations between the
two countries. At the welcoming banguet
given by the host organization, Mr. Shigeto-
shi Twamatsu, the Gensuikin Vice-President
and honorary Professor of Nagasaki Uni~
versity, reviewed his own personal experi-
ence in campaigning for the cause of friend-
ship and stressed with emotion that it was
well worth expending all his energies for the
establishment and development of friendly
relations between Japan and China. He ap-
pealed to Japanese citizens to treasure the
hard-won successes, to adapt themselves 10
the historical trend of the times and to con-
tinue their struggle for everlasting fiendly
coexistence between the two countries. In
their conversations with members of the
delegation, Japanese friends showed that they
fully understood the strong reactions of the
Chinese Government and people against the
attendance by the Taiwan senior official,
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permitted by the Japanese Governement, st
the opening ceremony of the Asian Games in
Hiroshima. They assured the CPAPD dele.
gation that the broad masses of the Japanese
people always cherish & sincere affection tox
wards the Chinese people and hate to see the
friendly and cooperative relations between
the two countries and peoples being dam-
aged. In meeting with the CPAPD delega-
tion, govemment officials of Okinawa Pre-
fecture and Naha city spontaneously demon-
strated that they felt delighted at their first
chance to meet with guests from the capitsl
of China. They emphasized that Okinawa is
geographically close to China, that friendly
contacts between the Okinawan people and
the Chinese people can be traced back to an-
tiquity, and that vestiges of Chinese civiliza~
tion can be found in all aspects of current
social life in Okinawa. Thus the Okinawan
people have a close affiity with the Chinese
people. They are perfectly satisfied with the
establishment of sister-relations and frequent
contacts between Okinawa Prefecture and
Fujian Province, and between Naha city and
Fuzhou city. They hope for mare contacts
with other Chinese provinces and cities, so as
to make greater contributions to economic
development and peace in the region by
bringing into full play their suplementary role
in bilateral cooperation.

The delegation leamt that the TS.A.
turned Okinawa into its most powerful stra-
tegic stronghold in the Far East with more
than one hundred U.S military bases built
after the American occupation in July, 1945
During the Korean War and the Vietnam
War, this stronghold served as a military
training ground, a base for launching attacks,
a logistics support base, a station for trans-
ferting military supplies, & communications
relay centre, and so on. The U.$ government
turned over to the Jupanese government the
administrative jurisdiction of Okinawa in

1972 with the exception of 87 military
bases. The local guide told the delegation
that there remain 45 U.S military bases, in-
cluding bases for military training, military
aitports, communications centres, ammuni-
tion depots, naval ports, and 5o on. Agricul-
tural production has been hampered and eco-
nomic development has been hindered since
nearly one-fourth of the total area is occu-
pied by these U.S military bases. For half a
century, the Okinawan people have lived in
the shadow of war terror and their life and
property have been seriously threatened ail
this time by the U.S military bases crowded
like pieces on a chess-board. The delegation
saw U.§ military sircraft on Kadena base fre-
quently taking off and touching down and a
criss-cross network of antennae at a local
communications centre much ke a huge spi-
der web hanging in the sky. It is said that the
extra-super electric wave transmiting from
the centre is powerful enough to be able to
cover one-half of the Earth's surface. A
friend in Okinawa said that the international
situation a3 & whole has been approaching
detente since the end of the Cold War be-
1ween the East and the West, but more than
50 thousand U.S armymen and their depend-
ents still remain in Okinawa. The villa-style
houses stretch out row upon row at the bar-
racks. The Japanese government made not
only a financial allocation for building the
houses, but has also supplied the military
bases with running water and electricily free
of charge. The privileges enjoyed by the U.S
armymen have aroused strong indignation
among the Japanese people, the Okinawan
people in particular. As a government official
of the Okinawa prefecture remarked, a hun-
dred per cent of the Okinawan people de-
mand the gradual reduction and eventual to-
tal dismantlement of the U.S military bases
on their land. B




