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N THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION

Cao Xiaobing

Tn recont Years, international situation
has undcrgane drastic and fundamental
changes. Tn comparison, the situation in the
Asia—Paific region has been relatively sta-
ble.

1. No new *hot spot” has emerged in
Asin. Agresments on political settlement of
the Cambodia and Afghanistan problems
bave been reached. Although some diffic
culties and wps-and-downs still exist, they
do not have the nature of international con-
frontation.

2. Tho procoss of disarmament has been
startod. Duriog 1985-47, china took the ini-

dative in cutting its armed forces by onc mil-
fion men, the former Soviet Union declared
1o cut its armed forees stationed in Asia by
200 thousand, the US cul its Torcss in the
West Pacific by 11 thousand and withdrew
its theater muclear weapoms from south
Korea, the DPFK declared to cut its forces
by 100 thousand. Measures on improving
border situation have been taken among na-
tions like china, Russia, India and Pakistan,

3. The relations berween big powers
have been improved. The relations between
US and Russia, china and Russia are devel.
oping.what deserves mentioning are the visit
to Japen by Jiang  Zemin, the
Secretary—General of the Chinese COmmu-
nist Party, the first visil of the Japancse Em-
perar 1o china and the cstablishment of dip-
lomatic relatians between china and South
Korea last Year,

4, Many States are readjusting their in-
ternal and cxtemnal policies, making efforts

-

10 keep their political situation stablc snd
paying attention to impraving relations with
their neighbors. China s enjoying a stable
political  situation  snd  relatively
good=neighborly relations since the found-
ing of the nation, Most of the ASEAN
countrise had their general clections or pres-
idential clections in a fairly peaceful atmos-
phere.

S. A lot of nalions arc practicing the
palicy of rovitalizing economy 1o develop
the nation, und maintaining the momentum
of & high growth rate. The economic sela-
tions betweon  different countries and
sub-regional blocs are becoming even more
close. Tn 1992, the Asia—Pacific economy
Erow about 3.5%, While the trade increased
by over 10%. The grawth rate of china’s
GNP was 12.8% and that of Malaysia 8%

Howover, some de facto and potential
unstable and unceratin factors are atil ex-
isting.

——The practice of Begemony and
Ppower palitics is not lessened although the
military forces of the superpowers in Asia
are reducing.

—*Hat spots” arc till cxisting. To
climinale them, arduous efforts have 1o b
madc.

-Among some nations, territorila
disputes and acutc national and religious
countradictions remain. They may lead 10
turbylence.

——The problem of the division of the
nation is still existing on the Korean Penin-
sula.




[image: image3.png]—No effective regional security
mechanism has been established in this re-
gion.

To maintain peace and security in the
Asia—Pacific region and promotc comman
development, efforts should be made to
complets the Following task

1. To keep on eliminating *hot spo
The Paris Agreement on the Cambodia issuc
should be fully implemieated. Tn June 1992,
befieving that the 1wo key issues concerning
withdrawal of foreign troops and strength-
eaing the coaperation within the Cambodia
Suprcme Committee have not been setdled,
the Democratic Cambodia refused to im.
plement the second phase csassfire. In Oc-
tober, it deslared to appose the general cloc-
tion, blaming that it was short of neutral po-
litical environment. In-view of all these and
o prevent new large soale civil war, the doar
10 mational reconciliation should still be kept
open. Neither side should be attacked and
excluded and there should be no sanctians.
On the issue of Afghanistan, recently all the
military Muslim partics involved in the war
have reached agreement on permancnl
ceascfire. T hope all the partics will attach
greal impartance to the interest of the coun-
try and the nation ip arder 10 realize real
peace in Afghanistan. On tho issue of
Korean Peninsulg, both parties werc moving
towards delente, but the situation has be-
come tense because of the verification prob-
k. Both parties should sesk for a proper
solution thraugh dialogue under the aim of
‘non-nuclearization of the Korean Peontisula.
To prevent the issue becoming mare compli-
cated, dialogue is better than putting
perssures.

2.To solve nationsl contradictions, reli-
sious diffcrences and territorial disputes by
peacelul means, Dislogue, discussion and
negotiation are all desirable means, and the
use of military Forces or intervention of ex-

ternal military foross should be oppased. All
the problems of a nation should be settled
independently by the nation itself. All prob-
Tetns {volving two nations should be sattled
by bilateral cfforis. All the regional prob-
lems should be sctiled by negotiation within
the regions. The principle of “Shelving the
disputes and conducting joint exploration”
can be applied to territorial disputes which
cannot be witled shortly to avoid creatiag
tense situarion (such s teh Problem of
South Chiva Sea ).

3.Ta steive for promoting disarmament
and arms control Although there is no direct
confrontation betwoen Russia snd the
United States, the two coumtries are stll
possessing @ farcly large scale end
restructured military forces with offensive
capabilities, Russia’s military forces are over
700 thousand and its Pacific Fleet has maro
then 500 warships. The American forcs sta-
tioned in the Pacific is about 180 thoussnd
strong and its navy has more than 200 war-
ship. Al these can be cut an a large scale.

It i understandable that some
Asia—Pacific nations arc increasing their de-
fense capability dus to the changes in inter-
national situation and the requirement of
natianal security, but the increase should be
controlled at a proper level in order to pre-
vent arms race. The proliferation of mass
destructive wezpons and their lschnalogy
shauld be controlled. The United States and
France, violating their agrosments with
China and the norms governing internation-
al relations, sold weapons to Taiwan, It dis-
rupted the proces of the poaceful unification
of china, produced a very bad impact,
should be resolutely opposed.

4. To seize opportunitios to develop
cconomy. Al states should promote ex-
changes on trade, lavestment and technalo-
£y transfer on the hasis mutual reepest, ben-
efit, apening up, and development, Devel-
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[image: image4.png]oped countries should provide more cco-
somic 2id to developing cauntrics for (be
sake of mutual benefit. The Asia—Pacilic ro-
glon is large in size, disperse in nation distri-
bution and has & great disparity in devel.
oping lovels and bence there should be prop-
o and corrospanding ways of cooperation.
The "iriangle of economic development * re-
cently emerged in Asia is onc of them, which
can be gradually developed into a larger re-
ieml coaperation,

5. The call for establishing regional so-
curity mochanism is increasing. This reflects
the common desire of all nations to main.
tin rcgional scourity by transcending their
differences an sacial system, religious belief
x5 well as culture and it should deserves dis.
cussion, The United states put forward sug-
gostians 1o establish a new Pacific Commu.
nity and a multilateral forum to discuss se-

curity issues. Japan suggested 1o establish
dialogue mechanism for ensuring the securi-
ty in Asia. Russia suggested 10 set up an or-
ganization for multilateral discussion upon
Asia-Pacific security. The suggestion put
forward by ASEAN countries. At prescnt,
bilateral and multilateral dialogucs can be
taken to promote confidence; sub-regional
meetings can be held to deal with the issuce
concerned and multi-channel research und
discussion undertaken among
non-gavernmental peace orgunizations, ro-
search institutes and scholars. Tn 2 word,
with the common efforss, the nations and
people in the Asia—Pacific region can cer-
tainly make contributions 1o mainiaining
peace and stability in this region as well the
world o the basis of the UN eharter and
the  Five principles  of  Peaceful
Co—cxistance.
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CPAPD REPRESENTATIVE
AT.U.N, N.G.O. DISARMAMENT
CONFERENCE

(April 21, 1993 New York)

Mr. Chairman,
Friends,

First all, it is an honor for my col
Ioagues and myself to sttend this conference
on Disarmament, Peacc—Ruilding  and
Global Security on behall of Chincse
Peoples Assaciation far Peace and
ament. We are plessed Lo have the opportu-
nity ta discuss in depth new realitics for dis-
armament and global peace and security
with friends from various countrics. At the
same time, T would fike to take this oppor-
tunity 10 express our gratitude the NGO
Committe an Disarmament for its prepara-
tary and organizing work of the conferonce.

Nuclear weapon is & monstrous brain
child of man's creativeness and his
ircationality. The peopls the world aver
have striven for nearly half & ceatury for its
1otal prohibition and thorough destruction.
However during the Gold War period of
confrontation between the two superpowers
and the two military blocs, this aspiration of
the people and their painstaking efforts had
time und again suffered frusteation. The mu-
clear arms reduction had led o more rather
than Jess unclear weapans. And nuclear dis-
armament had come noxt (o s dead end,

The collapsc of the Soviet Union and
the dissoiution of the Warsew Pact put an
ead 1o the bipoiar patter of confrontation
whercby the world is maving in the direction
of muitipolary. This gives risc to the hope

isarm-

that mankind will move further towards
truc control and reduction of nuclear arms,

At prosent, there arc some gratifying
changes that have happened in the arce of
international  disatmament and amms
control. The United States and Russia bave
concluded the Start T and 11 treties, by
which the reduction of offensive strategic
weapans both sides aro commitied 0
amounts to two thirds of the total. It is be-
yond doubt a positive step towards the di-
rection of thorough destruction of muclear
‘weapons, a major progress wekome to the
international community and the people of
the world. It is also the hope of the interna-
viona) commuaity and the people of the
world that the terms of those treaties will be
honoted and earnestly carried out. At the
same time, the process of Eurapean disarm-
ament is under way. Bath the United Statcs
and Russia have made some reduction of
their militacy presence in Europe and
Asian-Pacific region. The Convention on
the Tatal Prohibition and Thorough De-
struction of Chemical Weapons ha been
concluded. Some of the countries neighbor-
ing one another have strengthened confi-
dence—building and security measures, and
some of them have reduced their troops in
the border aress.

The above mentioned positive changes
indicate that the process of international
arms control and disarmarment moves hand
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terns, the two aspects are of certain correla-
tion. As far as nuclear disatmataent is con-
cerned, the collapse of the ald pattern of the
world has improved its overall external con-
ditions. However the true realization of total
destruction and through prohlbition of nu-
clear weapons is pending the establishment
of & new world order. It should be noted
that the end of Cold War daes not mean
that the principles of power politics and
inequality that had prevailed in the old
world order has automatically walked off
the historical aren. Differences still remain
as for what a new world arder should he
consteueted. Tt will take some lime heforc o
nwe warld order of peace and sceurity, boing
Jost and fair, could came about, Thercfore,
ame should not be aver—optimistic with the
prospects of 1otal probibition and tharough
destruction of nuclear weapons yet bul
shauld go all oul striving far iL.

Tt should be noted that the process of
he two major nuclear powers to take the
Jead in reducing nuelear weapons has ust
hegun and is still very unstable. The trealies
for two—phase reduction of their offensive
strategic weapons will nat be realized untl
carly next contury. Fven if a reduction
cames true in accordance wily the treaties,
cither f the two countrics will still possess
between 3000 and 3500 nuclear weapons,
which in quantity is much more than the
possession af all ather nuclear weapon
countrics combined, let alone the continued
advantage in quality. That is to say that a
full implementation of all the unclear dis.
armament agreements Toached 30 far be-
tween the United States and Russia will not
alter the fact that they still possess the latg-
est and most sophisticated nuclear arsenal,
advanced weaponry and capacity of devel-
oping space weapons. As such, the nuclear

—e—

pattern will remain uneven and unbalanced.
Both of the countrics (hercfore continue to
have & special respansibilility for nuclear
disarmament. The intcrnational comunity
shauld urge them la further cut back on
their nuclear arsenal by  large measure, to
make sure the destruction of the reduced
nuclear wathcads, o stop the improvement,
production and  deplayment of muclear
weapons and 1o stop the development of
space weapons. In our opinian, in shaping a
new warld arder for the future, it is very im-
portant to bilance the nuclear strategic pat-
tem af the muclear countries at . much
lowrc level, The sooner this moment arrives,
the carlicr the time will be tipe for the total
and tharough destructionof nuclear weap-
ans.

At present, as a result of disrunted bal-
ance of lorces, the world remains intranquii.
Some af the old contradiclions and confran-
tation have ceased to exist whereas new con-
tradiciions and confrontatian have come
about, forming new Mlash points. Expecially
some areas af the past Savict Union and the
past Yogoslavia have faflen (o be a new
“seismie belt”, wnd in some arcas of (he for-
mer a large aumber of nuclear weapons arc
cither deployed or in stockpile, which can
not but keep peopie worrying. Under these
ciroums tances, some uncertainty and insta-
bility do exist in the process of world nuclear
disarmament. 1t s our hope that the “Hlash
point” areas will soon be stabilized and re-
turn to normal path of economic reform and
sacial development, with order restored and
reconstruction under way. It is not only cal-
led for in order to end the old order and
move o & new one but alsa a necessary
guarantee to prevent unclear weapons form
getting out of hand o thal the process of
nuclear disarmament which has alrcady be-
un will not be reversad.
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the old world order was the rivalry betweon
the two superpowers for hegemony over the
world, This was the source of both the
intraquility of the world and tbe unlimited
expansion of nuclear and conventional ar-
‘mament. If hegemonista and power politics
are nat removed, then conflicts and confron-
wation will hardly be avoidable, which gives
rise 10 such deeds as contending for puclear
supremacy, searching for nuclear monapoly
and practicing nuclear blackmail. We firmly
stand for that the establishment of & now
world order should be in the spirit Of the
UN. Charter and be based on the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, the core
of which is noa-interlerence into the lnter-
nxh affuirs of olher countries and respect for
the right of the people of cach cauntey to
docidz on their own destiny. Countrics, large
or small, sirong or weak, rich or poor, are
cqual members of the international commu-
nity, all having the right to contribute to the
making of a new international order. It will
not work for one big country or several big
cauntries 1o monopolize the international
alfairs. The United Nations should bave an
important rolc la play in cstablishing & new
order, At the same time, in coaformily with
the goal of making such a new international
order, muclear hegemonism and auclear
power politics should be opposed to. All mu-
clear weapou states should declare no first
vse of nuclear weapons and not 1o use or
threar of using nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear Weapon states of regions, for
which an international agreoment should be
reached. They shouid support propositions
for the establishment of siuclear fre¢ zones,
respect the swrus of existing nuclear frec
zones and undertake pertinent obligations.
Any comiry thut has deployed nuclear
weapons abroad should be urged 0 pull

Back all ilo nuclear weapons. All cauttries
with space capacities should go by the pria-
ciple af peacclul af use space, stop the de-
velopmeal, lesting, production  and
deployment of space weapons immediately,
and make commitment ot ta cxicnd weap-
on systemms into the space. All this can serve
45 a measure of sincerity in reeeting nuclear
hegemonismm, forgaing the policy of nuclear
deterrence and not sccking nuclear suprem.
acy. Tt can b twken 2 a transitional step in
promoting the move towsrds the ullimate
goal of total destruction of nuclear weapons.

The two mogatrends of peace and de-
velopment are correlated and mutually in-
fluencing each another. Likcwisc, a new pa-
litiea) world order snd & new economic
warld order are mutually causative, Under
the circumstances of bipolar confrontatian,
the issuc of peace had averwhclmed that of
dovelopment, which had cavered up the
sharpness of contradictions over the latter.
At persent, the contradictions belween the
North and the South aver the issue of devel-
opment have been standing out incerasingly,
the gap between the rich gnd the paar being
widened further. The per capita income of
the rich countries that account for onc sixths
of the worlds population is ffty—four times
a3 much a3 that of the poor countries (hat
aceount far three fifths of the world popul
tion. Tt has heen proven by facts over time
that withoul a revitalization of the devel-
oping cconomies, the people there will not
be able to live and work in peace and con-
tentment, but rather will remain at the verge
of hunger, paverly and turmoil. Then there
wil be Do guarantee (or world peace. At
such, econamic prublems will be constantly
converted 10 sharp political confrontation
and conllicts belween countries, which s an
important attributive to the fact that arms
tace and nuclear proliferation can hardly be
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[image: image8.png]truly prevented. Today, cconomic problems
are increasingly altaining the character of
political security Therefare, hand in band
with the establishment of a now political
world order, we should engage ourselves in
eswblishing a new cconomic world order,
whtich should be just and fair, equal a0d mu-
wally beneficiai, in arder to help the devel-
oping countrics ta be free from want and to
realize developmenl as soan as possible. For
this, the developed countries have an
unshirkable responsibility. Only if most
countries in the world, in one way or anath-
er, achieve success in  economic
development, can the world be more tran-
quil and secuze. Only by then, will it be pos-
sible for weapans uf mass destruction in-
eluding nuclear weapons 10 be withdrawn

from the historical arena as redundant.

Mr. Chairman, friends,

Luis a firm policy of China, which takes
economic development as the focus of its
national encrgy snd carrics out reform and
open—up, to work for a long-term peaceful
inerpational environment, The Chinese peo-
ple have camsistently stood for total prohibi-
tion and tharough destruction of muclear
weapons. A now political world order of
peace, stability, justice and fairness and a
new economic world order of oquality snd
mutuzl benefit will be conducive to the reai-
ization of the above gogl. For this, we would
like 1o make comman cfforts with all friends
Present, pulting together our hearts and our
minds.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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At the 49th meeting of the UN Human
Rights Commission early this year and th
Vienna World Conference on  Human
Rights in the middle of June, The Chiness
delegates made clear China's basic position
on human rights.

1. The concept of buman rights is a
product of historical develapment. Tt is
losly assaciated with specific social, politl.
cal and ceonomical conditions and spesific
history, culturé and values of a
givencountry. Different historical develop-
ment siages have different uman rights re-
quircrments, Countries at different develop-
‘ment stages or with different historical radi-
tions and cullural backgrounds also have
different understanding and practice of hu-
man rights. Thus, one shouid not and can-
Dot take the human rights standard and
modol of cortain countries as the only prap-
e ones ‘and demand all atber countrics o
comply with. When judging & country’s hu-
man rights situatian, ane should ot take it
out of the context of the history and the real
national conditions of the country.

2. The right to subsistence Is the fore-
most human right. The right to subsistencs,
as the term suggests, is man’s right to live. If
the ‘man’ daes not cxist, who will enjoy b
‘rights’? It is meaningless to talk about hu-
man rights when there is no human exist-
ence. Sa, to secure people’s right to subsist.
ence was, and is still the top human rights
problem far the broad third world countries.
Facts have proved that it is still an issue of
top priority and utmost urgencyor the de.
veloping countries 10 avoid hunger and cold,
10 gt vid off paverty and to acquire a decent
living condition.

Dovelopmeat i one  of the
preconditions for universal human rights

The dovelopment of anation, anationality
and &nd individual should in conformity
with and facilitate each othor, The govern.
ment of cach country has the respansibility
to formulate apropriate dovelopment. strate.
gies according Lo its nationa) situations so
to advance the economic and social devel
opment and Lo create conditions for its pec-
plo to fully enjoy human rights. For the veat
sumber of developing countries,. the major
criteria for judging the buman rights situa-
tion should be whether their policics and ac-
tions aro instrumental i promoting eco-
nomic and social progress, help their people
mest the basic needs for faod and clothing
and improve the yuality of life.

Most countrigs have tecognized that
the right 1o devcippment is an inalicnable
human right. But thatright s far from being
achisved sinog ther: are will many obstacles.

3. The rights and obligations of a citl-
2en ary indivisible, While enjoying bis legit-
imate rights and freedom, a citizen must ful.
Fill Bis saclal sesponsibilities and obligations,
There are o absolute individual rights and
freedam, except those preseribed by and
withia the framework of law. Besides, pro-
tecting and enbancing human rights and ba.
sic freedom is one of the aimsof the United
Nationy’ Charter. It is 1ot in contradiction
with the Charter’s priaciple of respecting na.
tional sovereigaty. So, any of its provisions
o6 human rights should Dot understood
encouragment or acoeptance of any form of,
or any excuse for activities that will under.
‘mine the sovercignly and security of & coun-
try.

4. The worscning disparity and
unfairnoss of the world economic structure
and the enlarging gap between the North
and the South arc restricting the people in
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[image: image10.png]the developing countries fromenjoying bu-
‘man rights. Meanwhile, the various forms of
nationalism, feudalism, power politics, for-
cign invaion and ocoupstion, encroachment
on other countries’ sovereigaty and territo-
sial integrity, and intervention in their inter-
nal affairs, etc. are all palitical barricrs
which prevent people of different countrics
from enjoying human rights and freedom.

5. According to the UN Charter and
the norms of internations! Jaw, all countries,
large or small, strong or weak, rich of poor,
‘have the right to choose their own political
system, road to development and valucs,
and this should nat be interfered with, To
wantonly accuse another country of abusc
af human rights and imposc the human
righte crileria of onc’s own country or re-
gion an olher countrics or Tegions are tan-
tamount ta &n infringement upon the sover-
cignly of other countrics'and interference in
the lallers internal affaivs. This can result in
political instability and social unrest in other
countrics. IF the savercigaty of & stato is not
wfeguarded, human rights of its citizens aro
out of the question. The view that human
rights’ question goes beyond national
boundaries and the principle of aon-inter-
forence in other's intornal affuirs s not ap-
plicablo to the issue of hutan rights as well
a8 the practice along this line are, in essence,
a form of power politics, They fun counter
to the purposes and priaciples of the UN
Charter sad to the noble cause of protecting
‘tuman rights.

For the purpose of strengthening inter-
sationa! caoperation in the field of human
rights and promoting activilics in the protec-
tion of human rights in the international
communily as @ whol, the Chinese deloge-
tiam put forth the following four principled
prapasals at the World Conforence on Hu-
ma Rights.

1. The international community should
give its primary attention to the massive
s violation of humsn rights rosulting
from forcign aggression and oceupstion aud
continue to support those people stil! under

— 10—

foreign invasion, colonial rule ar apartheid
system in their just struggle for national
selidetermination, Tt should also commit
itself to the elimination o the massive gross
violations of human rights ensuing from re-
gional conllivts.

2. World peaco and stability should be
promoted and  favorable international en-
vironment created to achicve the goals in
human rights. To this end, countrios should
establish & new Lype of internationa! rels-
tionship characlered by mutual rospect,
cquality, amicable coexistoncs and mutual
beneficial cooperation in accordance witn
the UN Charter and the normas of interna-
tional law, All intornational disputes should
be solved peacefully in a fuir and reasonable
manner and in the spirit of mutual accarn-
modation and mutual understanding, and
consultation on equal footing, instead af re-
sorting to force or threat of force. No coun-
1ry should pursus hegemony and pawer pal-
itics or engage in aggression, expantion and
interference. This is the way o ensure rc-
gional and global pesce and stability and to
effectively prevent armed conflicts which
may incur massive violations of human
rights.

3. The righte of develaping countrics to
development should be respested and guar.
anteed. To create a good internalional eco-
‘nomic environment for the initial economic
development of developing countries, the in-
ternations] community should commit itself
10 the cxtablishment of a fair and rational
new intermational ccanomic order. Devel-
oped countries, in particulax, have the Te.
sponsibility 1o help developing countries
through practical measures in such areas a3
dob, capital, trade, aid and technology
transfer, to overcome their economic diffi-
cultics and develop their economy. This
the way to gradually narrow the gap be-
tween the North and the South which may
otherwise be widened and finally to bring
about common development and prosperity.

4. The right of ezch country to formu-
Iate i1s own policies on human rights protec-
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o be respected and guatanteed. Nobody — However, the discussions should be con-
should be allowed 10 use the human rights  ducted in the spirit of mutual respect and on
issue Lo exert poliical and economic pres-  an equal footing.

sures on other countries. The human rights
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The world noeds peace. countiies need o develop, socioty nceds
1o progress, economies nead to thrive and living standards noed
Io improve. These have become the universal demands of the
world's people.
By Jiang Zemin
Catligrapher: M, Liu Wanguo, member uf Chinese Calligraphers’ Association
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The founding of the People’s Republic
of China in 1949 put an ond to the long trag-
i Wotory of invasion and opprestiong
against the Chiness people of differcnt na-
tionalitics, The human rights situation of
bundreds of miltions of Chinoss people has
been fundamentally improved and thelr ba-
¢ rights and freedom guaranteed.

There arc throp distinctive characteris-
tics in China’s buman rights. First, They are
extensive in 8c0ps, including not only civil
and political Tights, but gl econmic,
cultural and social rights. Second}y, they are
fair for ovorybody. Chine guarsntess that
cach and overy Chinese citizen, regardloss of
gonder, family background, ethnic swius,
occupation, Property status aad religious be-
ticf and cducation, can equally enjoy all citi-
2e0's right. Thirdly, they are genuine. The
state provides institutional, legal and mate-
tial guarantees for the realization of buman
rights. In addition to enjoying all citizens’
rights provided by the Canstitution and law,
the minarities arcalso calitléd to same spe-
cial rights such as autanomy,

Of course, svery Chinese citizen must
Falfil his or her social responsibilitics and
obligations while enjoying the legitimate
rights and freedom.

Ching respects and abides by the basic
principles of the UN Charter and the Uai-
versal Declacation of Human Rights. Tt has
attached importance 0 and has actively in-
ternational cxchanges and cooperstion as

rights. Mesnwhile, China appreciates and
supported the principles on human rights
put forward by the non—aligned countries,
believing these principles ace indispensable
for ensuring the international activities in
the fleld of humen rights will develop on a
correct track. Chins it williag 1o further
strengthen exchanges and coaperation with
ather couatries on human rights snd 1o con-
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tributs its share to the elfective promotion
and protection of human rights in the inter-
‘Dational community and 1o he achievement
of the lofty goal that peaple thraughout the
world will be able to fully cnjoy their basic
‘human rights.

On 20th March, the 49th mesting of the
UN Human Rights Commission decided to
take 10 actions on the draft resolution on
“Human Rights in China’ put forward by
the Usited Siates and some other Wotern
counteies, thus Foiling an attempt by a hand-
Tul of countrics to interfere in China’s inter-
nal affaics under the pretest of huwen
rights.

The Chinese delegates pointed out that,
the anti~Chins draft was intended 1o
politicalize the issue of human rights and
was & typicat case of using the issue of hu-
man rights to exert political prossures and
interferc in the internal affirs of other
countries. It is apparent that the purpose of
this move by a few Western countrics was
not o protoct human rights or to show can-
cern for the fatc of Chinese people. On the
contrary, it was designed to put political
presures on China and interfere In its inter-
nal affirs, in attempt to forcs the Chinese
people to changs their road of development
which they have chasen by themselves and
ave proved suited to their national condi-
tions, The issue of human rights in essence is
an lssue within the scope of & country’s na-
tlonal pavereigaty, which constitutes the ba-
sit for the realization of huran rights. Oaly
when the country’s sovercignty is fully re-
spoctod, can the implementation of human
rights be genuinely guzanteod. Today, some
countries politicaliz cand use the lssue of
human rights to interfero in other's internal
aMfairs, This is the prastice of power politics
in the field of human rights, and is opposed
by most countrics in the worid-
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Tibet has been an inseparable part of Chinesetorritory since the 13th century. In the long
viver of history, Tibet had been a society of foudal serfdom, a society which was darker thn
the Buropean serfidom of the Middie Ages. 95 porcent of the Tibetans enjoyed no basic guar-
antee for survival. It is only after the Democratic Reform in 1959 in Tibet that millians of
sl had become true masters of their country and their ow fatc. Just like other nationalitics
in China, they enjay full political, economic, socia) and cultural rights. Tn recent yoars, what
has happened in this piece of ancient land? What about the life of Tibetans as a member af the
great famaily of the Chinese nation? From this issue of PEACE we will begin to publish some
reparts an TibeL,

The Change of Tibet

Tibet is lacated in the frontier of the
Soulhwost China with an area of 1.2 million
square- kilomcters which accauats for one
cighth of thetotal land ares of China. As
carly a in the Tth century, the Hans and the
Tibotans had established broad and close re-
Iations. Tn the early 13th century, the Cen-
tral government of the Yuan Dynasty uni-
fied China and the Tibetan nationality bo-
camc a member of the great family of the
Chinese nationalites. For the past 700 years,
the Tibctan nationality and other nationali-
ties of the whole Chinese nation have shared
weal und woe and staod together in times of
prosperity and difficulties.)

On May 23rd, 1951, the Central
Peoplc’s government and the original
Tibctan local government reached an

Agreement on Measures for the Peaceful
Liberation of Tibet after negotiation. The
Agreement oxpiicilly stipulaies that “Tibet
exercises regional nutional autonamy under
the Icadership of the Central gavernmeni”,
According to the spirit of the Agreement,
the Democratic Reform was carcied 6ul in
1959 which put an end to ths long Feudal
sefdom. Consequently, millions of serfs be-
came masters of the country, The Tibetan
Autonomaus Region was cstablished in Sep-
tomber 1965. A great numbor of patriotic
personages from religious and upper circles

and serfy in the past held posts in the gov-
ernments at different levels.

In the last 40 years or sa, the Tibctan
cconomy has made significant pragress. The
people’s living standard has heen improved
sicadily because of the hard work of the
Tibctan people themsclves and the enor-
mous help of the Central government and
other fraternal proviaces and auionomaus
rogions, In the past, cven a sewing needle
could not be made i Tibsl, bul now thete
aro hundreds of modern enlexprises in the
field of power generating, wool texiile,

A joyful festival
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[image: image14.png]‘mining, clectronics, building material, chem-
icals, comstruction, paper makingprinting
and food processing, The Tibstan handicraft
industry has also developed. Beforo the
peaceful liberation, there was not a decent
highway in the whole rogion except one liak-
ing tho Jokhang Monastery in Lhasa with
Norbu Links, the Dalai Lama’s Summer
Palace. In the past four decades, the Central
Government has invested mare than 3 bil-
lion yuan ia the construction of highways in
‘Tibet. Now, a bighway aet work with Lhasa
at the centre bas taken shape with 15 arterial
highways and 300 feeder rouds. Domestic
sirlines from Lhasa to Befing, Guangzhon,
Chengdu and Golmud and 8 internations]
sirline from Lhasa to Kathmandu have becn
opened. The develapment of communica-
tion has put an end to the inacesssiblity of
Tibet. The development of industry and

communication has promoted the develop-
ment of the wraditonal farming and animal
husbandry. The 5ife of the farmers and
herdsmen have expericnced carthshaking
changes. Quite a féw peoplc are now living a
well-off life,

Tn the past 40 years, the Central gov-
crument not enly carrisd out a preferential
palicy towards Tibet, but also provided
great help of man power and material. In
terms of finance, the Central government
provided more than 20 billion yuan. Al fra-
tcrmal provinces and other nationalities also
scnt gaods and scientific and technological
warkers 1o help build key projcts and de-
velop cullural programes, education and
healih care. We beliove with the develop-
‘ment of our Socialist modernization, th loak
of Tibet will change with each passing day.

Appropriating Special Funds
For Renovation of Religious Centres

Tn the past decade, the Chiness government and the Tibetan Autanamous Region have
successively appropriated more than 210 million yuan in special funds in the renovation of
more than 1400 religious centres of temples and monasierics among which the amount of
‘money for the renovatlon ofthe Potala Palace alane reached 60 million yuan. The renovation
of tho Potala Palace is expected to be completed in June ar July 1994

In 1973, a latge-scale renovation of the 1300—ycsr—old Jokhang Monastery was carried
out under the care of the late Premier Zhou Enlai, In recent yesrs, tho government onee again
provided 3 million yuen to maintgin it. There is an oldest temple named Samys Monastery on.
the bank of the Yarlungzangha River, The government appropsiated 6 million and more than
100 kg of goMd to renovate it. The projoct was completed in 1989. Now temples and monaster-
ies of all religious sects in Tibet have bocn rebuilt and repaired. Tn this renovation, the gov-
ernment has provided a large amaunt of gold, silver and jewelsry. Just take the renovatian of
the Trashilunpe Monaslery for example, the Central government appropriated 6.2 million
yuan in special funds , 109 kg of gold, 2000 kg of silver and  large quantity af jwelry .
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Paying Attention to the Development of
Public Health Care

“The public health cara in the old Tibet was extremely backward. In an area
ot 1.2 million square kilomstess. thers were only thres government—run Tibetan
madicine institutions and a fow private clinics with less than 100 practitioners. It
folk doctors are included there were altoghsther sbout 400 practitioners. At that
tine there was hardly any Western medicine. The backwardness of public healih
care had tesulted in the TampanCy of infectious diseases. f Some years, the
daath rato was higher then the birth reta in the whle region.

Since the peaceful liberation of Tibet. tha central government has attached
great impartance to the development of the public health care in Tibet. Evary
year, the state appropriats farge amount of money in special funds to provide free
medical cara for all Tibetans and has strangthanad the work of matemity and
child care and epidemic prevention, At prasent, 8very county in Tibat has its owen
hospital and nearly 800 of the 898 towhships have their heaith cara centres. The
remaing 196 townships will complete construction of their heaith care cantras
hy the end of this year. Tho medical care system estsblished gradusliy over the
nast years has imbroved the health of the Tibetan people. The avaraga life ax-
pectancy has risan from 36 vears in 1951 to 66 years st present.

The wraditicnsl Tibetan medical scionce has the weputaion of baing “a germ ol
ths tiaditional Chinese medical science”. For 40 years after the liberation of
Tibet, the stata has persisted in developing the Tibetan medical science. In 1980,
the government allogated 10 millian yuan for building a hospital of Tibsten med-
icine in L hesa: The hospital was wall cquipped with both teeditionsl snd modern
facilities such as fiuatoscapy and electracardiogram for diagosing and weating.
In tecant ten years, the government has once again proviced a groat smount of
funds for the construction of 5 autonomous regianal hospitals and 8 county
hospitals. Tha combination of the traditianal Tibotan medicine and Wastern med-
icine has enriched the Tibetan medical science.

The medical education has also developed steadidly in Ticet. More than
6,000 heaith workers have been trsined in nearly 10 medical and health schools.
Sams of them have been to universities in Baijing for fruther raining andstugy.
1n 1988 Tibet Univarsity established its college of Tibetsn madicine which pro-
vides two fevels of medical sducation. university level end secondary scool lavel,
The college also funs an—job training course for medicsl coctors.
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[image: image16.png]The Letter to President Jiang Zeming
by Takashi Hiraoka, Mayor
of Hireshima City

April 23, 1993

Your Excellency,
Tiang Zeming,

President of the Peoples's Republic
ofChina,

‘We feel greatly honoured to send the
orchids from Hiroshima, a city of peace and
exiend gur friendly greotings ta you. Mcan-
while, we wish 10 ecxpress our decp
respectsio you for your devotion to world
peace.

The citizens of Hiroshima have beon
untiring in their appeal for the abolition of
nuclear weapons and tho csiablishment of
lasting world peacs since they suffered from
the atomic explosion in 1945. They havc
‘made unremiting efforts ta build the city in-
10 an international city of pesce and eulture.
‘We are aware that the current international
situation has come into an important period
of creating a peaceful environment on the
globe. As a peace messenger, Hiroshima will
redauble its efforts and make & further step
forward.

T order to let the people of the world
know more about the aspiration of the
Wirashima people for peace and support our
action, we have been observing the
Hiroshima Flower Festival from May 3rd to
Sth overy year since 1977, which is & grand

peace colcbration with flowers and songs.
This year will bc our 17th Mlower festival.
More than 1.5 millian peaple including wur.
ists from various countries come 1o partici-
palc in the aetivily every year.

We are extremely grateful this yoar i
Particular for the acrival of Chongging Song
and Dance Eosemble and the Misses
Changging. Their performances made the
activity more colourful.

Prosenting orchids  cultivated  in
Hiroshima can alsa pramote understanding
amang the waeld peogle an the Importance
and value of peace. And this is an event of
the Mower festival. T am convinced the activ-
iy of presenting flowers will spread
throughout the world the aspiration and
idcul af the Hiroshima people for peace and
Nappincss.

Hirdshitna city will hold the 12th Asian
Giames in Qetober, 1994, It is our sincere
Bope that your country will send more
athlets 1o participats in the games.

Finally, may all your hearts wishes be
fulfitied and the fricndship between Japan
and China be furthe strengthened.

Mayor of Hiroshima City

“Takashi Hiraoka
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[image: image17.png]Impressions On My Visit To New York
By Chen Huaifan

In lste April this year, invited by
American EconomistsAllied for Arms Re-
duction (BCAARY), a five ~ member deloga-
tion ofthe Chinese People’s Assaciation for
Poace and Disarmament (CPAPD)visited
the United States. [ was one of them. Since
we stayedin New York for most of the days,
here I would like to talk more about our ox-
‘periences in this city.

The Howpitality of Our Hosts

The plane landed -smoothly on the
Kenedy International Airport. Op medting
our hosts — Dr. Mrs Schwartz , Ms.Slater
and Mr. Heber, we felt all the more cordial,
shaking hands and embracing cach otber.
‘There is a0 border line for pesce and friend-
ship.

Qur Bosts told us they had to separate
us and send us to the homes of ECAAR
membets, where they might not be as luxu-
rious as big hotels. 1 was delighted 10 stay
with American familles as it was realy @ few
experience 1o me. One of our purposes of
this trip was to make more friends, 50 it was
a rare opportunity for us tostay In the
homes of our hosts, 10 be with them allthe
time, and to share their family happiness.

When T was taken 1o the bouse of
Madam Marerle Greenfieldit was about
midnight, She wag o amiablel In a flash
mybed was ready with her help. She said
what T noeded most was slecp, and T could
use every facility in the house. A mament
later, I was wandering in my dream,

The next day, Marceke prepared a typi-
cal Americanbreakfast for me. We talked at
the table and she recalled ber. visit to the
Great Wall, the Summer Palacc and the
FarbiddenCity and 5o on. All the Chinese
handcrafts displayed in the room vividly ex-
pressed her love for chinesc culture,

Later, I stayed in the houso of Dorric
and Ben. They were o amiabie sud consid-

crale 10 me that T felt as i they weremy par-
ents. Bven T mysell felt being spailed but
they said mysiay was 1o short and they in.
tended 10 da 3o, T was much movedby their
kindness.

Tousing Mankattes

The next day, accompanied by Alice
and Marcele, we headed forMankaticn, with
full zest,

Passing through the baticry park, we
ceme to the vast moulb of Hardson River,
In a distance, the Statuc of Libertystood on
a small island, holding her torth alall, as if
recting her fricnds coming afar. We board-
ed 8 tourboat, sailing to the island. A sea
breeze stroke my facc and the waier met
with the sky on the horizan.T felt much re-
freshing and excited,

Leaving the Statue of Liberty, we wore
justin time to takeanother boat, to the Blli
Istand, which used tobe the first stap for the
eatly immigrants 10 tbe US. During the 60
years from 1892 to 1954, 12,000,000 peopie
landed horo, whose desedentsaow account
for 40% of the population in the United
States. Inthoso days, unless they could af-
ford 25 dollars to take a firstor second class
cabin, most of the immigrants had fo be
physically examined and questioncd here,
which would last for 3-5 hours, 2%
ofwhor might be returaed home dus to dis-
cases or some ather reasons.In the Immigra-
lian Museurn, the guide told us that the
suitcasesof early immigrants had to be strict-
Iy checked by the immigrant officials, afier
‘which things might be found lost, and some
‘wereeven ¢xloried in their presence. For the
lucky ones wha gotthe permission to enter
the United States 1o make a living,they were
not certain zbout their future. Afier mo-
ments of joy,they came 10 faee endless wor-
ries, If the Statue of Liborty symbalizes the
American dream of opportunity, the Ellis

—1—





[image: image18.png]Islandwould stand far the caurage wnd cn-
ergy to turn thal dream intorcality. So, ”
Ellis Tsland is a land of hope and a land of
tears

T Manhatten, skycrappers stoad vver-
ywhere towering to the skics, of which (he
107-storied World Trade Center is the
champion.The stream of vehicles, the hur-
tied pace of people andalmast cvorything
gave a strong feel of a modern metropolis,
which was so different from the
ImmigrationMuscum, Qur American friends
always say they bave onlya history of two
hundred years. But in this short periad
ofhistory, the American people have created
miracles. Perhapsil was just the cambination
of the “American Dream * and
theuncertainty of survival, that had gener-
ated such great creativeness. The United
States is a distinctive nation which has
created a unique history.

Later, we came to the top of the World
Trade Center to have a bird's—eye view of
Manbatten. In the busy New York
StackExchange we. felt the tempa of the
warld  cconomy.  Through  visiting
theFederal Hall, the City Ifall and the Fed-
eral Court we scquired some knowldgs
abaut the procedurc of American legislation
and court. We sat down in the Saint
Patrick’s Church 0 fisten to a choir. Walk-
ing along the street in China town, we were

A CPAPD delegation in New York
{ The second from right is the author)

s

proud of ourcompatriots for their. wisdom
and creativeness. They established their sta-
tus in the American society through their
intcllogence andhard work, and mado their
cantributions ta New York city.

Meeting itk Professor
Leontief

During our stay in Now York we paid a
visit to Dr. Wassily Leontief, who is  Nobel
laureatc, a famous cconomist andECAAR
trustee. He told us ho loved China and he
wsed to belp Chinato build railways. When
aked to give bis comments on
China’ssocialist market economy, he noted
that on the way to marketeconomy, china
should deliberately consider a development
model suitable for its own cconomy. Mean-
while, Prof. Leontiofalso reminded us of
paying  atteation to  onvironment,
science,oducation 4nd social justice.

Concerning the issuo of millitary cost,
he said onc advantage that the Japancsc
economy had was that it did not have the
burden of a large millitary budges. Millitary
investment was not a kind of reservation but
an investment without autput. Mcanwhile it
was very difficult to divert the money from
millitary 1o civilian use.

There is 3 Chincsc saying which gocs, *
Listen to your talk is more rewarding than
ten years of reading.” I felt Prof. Leontiel’s
words were just ke a precious present
which T will kecp forever,

In the following days in New York, wo
participated in the UN NGO Disarmament
Conference, ~ *  New  Reality:
Disarmament,Peacebuilding and Global Se-
curity” at the UN. In a panclontitied * What
Transformations in the International System
Are  Prerequisites for the complete
Elimination ofNuclear Weapons?”, Mr. Zbu
Dacheng, head of our delegation,made a
speech which was much appreciated. 1 was
deeply impressed by New York city and
much movedby the hospitality of our friends
there. Here [ would like to express our sin-
cere thanks 10 all our friends who helped us
in New York and in other places.

Wasslly
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By Liu Yumin

China now has 100 million people
above the age of 60, 0% of whom are living
in the countryside. Tt is cstimated that by
theyear 2000, the old peoplc in China will
1each 130 million.China will be on Use fist of
thie countrios with an ageing mopulation.
Then how about the currcnt situatinn of the
old in Chins? Nol fong ago, Chine
Gerontology RescarchCanicr, made a sur-
vey of the life of senior citizens in 12 prov-
inces, and cities such s  Beijng,
Tisnjin,Shanghai, Jisngsu, Hubei, and
Sichuan etc, where the economic develop-
meat of is of high, medium and low lovels,
A the five provinces and citios bave already
ot an ageing population,the finding is quite
Typical.

‘The survey shows §3.2% of the old in
urbanareas and 77.5% in rural areas felt
content with theirpresoot life. 78.4% of
them considered theirhoalth good or
‘normal. This ratio is about tho sameboth in
urban and rural aress. The Tosult of the
surveyalso shows that in terms of healih
care, 71.6% of the old in cities felt quit
convenicnt ta ses a doctor, g0 tohospital o
buy medicine, 12.2% felt convenient and
16.2% [elt inconvenient, while in the rural
arcas the percentage is 68.5%, 19.3% and
12.2% respestively. With respoct to health
case cxpentes, the average annual spending
for the old in rural arcas is 198 yuan much
Jower thay the 508 yuan for the urban aged
peaple. In terms of everyday expenscs, the
old in cities spend 47.4% on food, 18% for
their children, 11.1% on health care, 8.3%
on clothing, $.3% on housing, water and
elecricity, 3.7% on daily ncosssities, 1.2%
on entertainment and 5.3% on others. In ru-
rl aea it B 542%; IL7%, 12.7%,

WI%20%, 43%, 01% and 32%
separately. Concorning the relationshipwith
thelr childron, 83.5% of the investigated in
urbanareas tegarded their children as
dutiful, while in the ruralareas it was 81.7%.
46.9% of the former could get economichelp
from their children and 73,8% for the latter,
Communityhelp can be part of the income
of the okd. In this aspect the urban arcas arc
Ingging behind the rural arcas. Only 1.6% of
the old can got help from the community in
cities while inthe countrics, it i 25.5%. Tn
China, those aged Who have 10 children or
no incame are entitled to the Five Guaran-
tocs i.c. guaranteed free food, clothing, med-
ical care, hausing and burial expensos acc.
Because of our growing economy, more and
mare aldpeople would like to get  new job
sfler retiremient. Those who havetechnical
skills are partioularly welcomed. The survey
showsthat 18.1% of the retired will find
job in cities and 22.4% in the countryside.
In this way the retired can continue to make
coniributions to the society on different
Posts.

According  to the  Chiua
GerontologyRescarch Center, though the
old throughout China have heen basically
provided with enough food and clothing, yet
there is still much room for improvement in
terms of economic help, daily care and
cultuzal entertalament. So China’sNational
Committee o Okl Ago Issucs has proposed
that in the comingdecade, prepararions
should be made to meet 4 society With an
ageing population in the fields of theoretic
work, palicy, law,welfare and ocial services
cte.. Thelegislation for the od should be fur-
ther cnhanced and correspondingpolicies
formulated o bring the wisdom and
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[image: image20.png]theintelligence of the old into full play by
organizing them to involve in social devel-
opment. A community hased system of daily
service, entertainment and physical cullure,
health care should be established.

The system of administrating the afTairs
af the o shauld be furtherreformed and
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improved, and the basic theorelic research
of old ageenhanced. A social security system
with Chiness characteristicsshould be estab-
Tished For the old in light of the actual condi-
tions and by combining the efforts of the
staie, cotlective and individualin China.
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