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FEATURE ARTICLE

Security Situation in South Asia

After Anti-Terrorism War in Afghanistan
By Fei Yongyi*
More than 11 months have passed since the tragic terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001. The world community faces complex and inter-related security challenges. In South Asia, the first stage of the war on terrorism launched by the U.S. in Afghanistan has drawn to a decisive end. The Taliban regime is overthrown, and Al Qaeda—the major base of international terrorism has met with heavy losses. The second phase of anti-terrorism war is being planned and prepared amid a din of drums and gongs. In the past six months and more after the war on terrorism was launched, the political situation in some South Asian countries has undergone great shocks, the security patterns of these countries need to be readjusted correspondingly. The development of the security situation in South Asia has aroused extensive concern in the international community.

1) There is still a long and arduous way to go to uproot terrorism and achieve peaceful development in Afghanistan. The process for peace and stability in Afghanistan has just set out. Confronted with mountains of problems, the Afghanistan government takes the restoration of the law and order and national reconstruction as its prior most tasks and tries to balance its pro-U.S. posture. Kabul is carrying out an all-round diplomacy to normalize its relations with Asian and Arabic countries, including those who supported Taliban regime in the past so as to establish a favorable peripheral security environment for itself. It is most encouraging that the provisional government headed by Mr. Karzai is formed at last in Afghanistan, however, it is not easy to maintain political stability in a country stricken by poverty, civil wars and conflicts among the tribes and ethnic groups. The imbalance of power sharing among the political factions will possibly give rise to outbreak of a new civil war, the hard-won peace in this country will be in danger again. There are as many as 5 millions of Afghan refugees scattered over the neighboring countries. The refugee problem is indeed a big burden to Afghanistan’s economic development and to its efforts of normalizing relations with neighboring countries. Under the conditions that Bin Laden is still at large, Taliban is not totally uprooted yet, and the U.S. military operation is far from ending, the security situation in Afghanistan will remain uncertain and the possibility of reversal of political situation in Afghanistan could not be ruled out totally. Whether the general election could be smoothly held on time within the two--year transitional period, a government representing the interests of all ethnic groups of the nation be formed and a lasting peace be achieved remain a question, and will inevitably make an important impact on security and stability of this region.  

2) Relying on its’ special political and geological relations with Afghanistan, Pakistan went with the tide and obtained a favorable security environment for itself. Along with deepening of anti-terrorism war and sharpening of the social contradictions, Pakistan is facing more and more challenges, some inherited negative factors of security are gradually reemerging. Pakistan is an important country in South Asia. Sharing a long and loose common border with Afghanistan, Pakistan was one of the three countries that recognized Taliban regime, and regarded as an important supporter of Taliban. Faced with pressure of international community and threats and inducement of the U.S. after 9.11 event, the Pakistan government headed by General Musharraf, with the support of different circles in the country, made a correct assessment of the situation, suspended its support to Taliban for the sake of the utmost interests of the nation, joined the international anti--terrorism coalition headed by the U.S.  By taking part in combating international terrorism and carrying out extensive diplomatic activities, Pakistan has broken through diplomatic isolation, won the support and understanding of the international community, especially those western countries headed by the U.S. and smashed the scheme of some foreign countries attempting to label Pakistan as a terrorist country. The political and security situation of Pakistan has been improved. General Musharraf’s position has been strengthened. Due to various reasons, there are a certain number of people in Pakistan, especially in the religious circles, sympathizing with and supporting Taliban. The war against terrorism is developing in depth and breadth, the center of the battlefield is being moved from Afghanistan to other parts of the region. Many Al Qaeda members and leaders have sneaked into neighboring Pakistan and are continuing their terrorist activities in border areas. The U.S. is bringing pressure to bear on Pakistan through various means, urging General Musharraf to have a show down with all those extremist Islamic organizations that support Taliban. The U.S. threatens that it is unable to achieve the end of destroying Al Qaeda if the war on terrorism could not be extended to Pakistan,  and demands Pakistan to give no sanctuary to Al Qaeda and its leaders. Submitting to the stick-and-carrot policy of the U.S. General Musharraf banned a dozen of extremist Islamic organizations, expelled some senior officers who supported Al Qaeda from the military government. With the improvement of the political situation in Afghanistan, the political circles of Pakistan are again paying more attention to domestic issues. Some extremist religious groups and political parties are vigorously agitating for the repeal of Pakistan’s Afghanistan policy. The legitimacy of General Musharraf’s presidential position is questioned, the restoration of civil government and party politics are demanded. The conflicts between government and religious groups and political parties are sharpening. General Musharraf is facing more and more political pressure. The sharpening of the contradictions between government and all circles of the society as a whole will inevitably give rise to political instability and disturbance. With half a million Indian troops stationing along the borderline, the prospect of Pakistan’s security situation is rather worrisome.

3) By seizing the opportunity of anti-terrorism war, India has become a “global strategic anti-terrorist’s partner” of the U.S, and further improved its relations with the U.S.  India has tried to link the anti-terrorism war with the violence in Kashmir, attempted to label Pakistan as terrorist country, so as to cut down Pakistan’s strategic importance in this region. But India’s security is confronted with more internal troubles than external ones. The complicated and intricate religious, ethnic conflicts pose a serious threat to India’s security. By giving all out support and cooperation to the anti-terrorism war, India improved its military cooperation with the U.S. Furthermore, both India and the U.S declared to strengthen all round strategic cooperation. With the Northern Alliance supported by India came to power in Afghanistan, and the special relationship between Afghanistan and Pakistan came to an end, India’s influence over Afghanistan and regional affairs has been greatly increased. India has gained a more advantageous position in conflict with Pakistan, as well as in the regional security arrangement. However, the challenges to India’s security and stability do not only come from the feud and hostility between India and Pakistan, but more from the deep-rooted social, communal and religious contradictions within India. During the latest communal riot which was aroused by the extremist Hindu group in western India in February this year, there were more than 700 people killed and several thousands wounded, the losses of property was immense. The riot greatly shook the political situation and the ruling position of BJP, which has close links with the extremist Hindu group and should take the inescapable moral responsibility for the outburst of the riot.

4) Taking the opportunity of combating terrorism, the U.S. has entered South Asia on a large scale, and is striving to expand its presence and influence. The U.S. has picked up geo-politics again, and has made a dramatic change to its South Asia strategy. New balance has taken place in the strategic pattern of South Asia. Considering Pakistan’s geographic importance and its special relations with the Taliban regime, the U.S. has rapidly readjusted its pro-India policy after 9.11 event, and taken the initiative in improving its relations with Pakistan. The U.S. recognized Pakistan military government and the legitimacy position of president Musharraf, provided Pakistan with large amount of financial aid and military assistance, and therefore, realized its aim of forcing Pakistan to cut its relations with the Taliban regime and making Pakistan a “frontline country” in international anti-terrorism war. Actuated by present strategic need, western countries headed by the U.S. are adopting the policy of cozying up to Pakistan. The U.S. is exerting pressure on India and Pakistan over Kashmir conflict to avoid the escalating of tension between two countries and maintain a relatively stable regional security situation. The U.S. is striving hard to prevent any complex situation from diverting the attention on the anti-terrorism war so as to safeguard the favorable situation of anti-terrorism campaign. The U.S. is playing the balancing game between India and Pakistan. From the long-term strategic interests, the U.S. will not change its fundamental strategy of attaching more importance to India than to Pakistan. It is quite clear now that the overthrowing of Taliban regime is not the final objective of the U.S. military action. Afghanistan has been turned into an important stronghold for American presence in this region. The anti-terrorism war has provided the U.S. an excellent opportunity for expanding its influence in South Asia, meddling in Central Asian affairs and realizing its strategy of energy in Central Asia.

5) The U.S. military involvement in South Asia is aggravating the complicated situation of this region, adding variables to the prospect of this region. Great changes are taking place in the political and security pattern of South Asia. The anti-terrorism war has disproportioned the existing balance of force and the security framework. From the very beginning of the anti-terrorism war, the U.S. has been deliberately planning to undermine the traditional position and influence of Russia and China in this region. The ever-increasing military and political influence of the U.S. in this region has been continuously weakening Russia’s advantageous position in South Asia, especially in Central Asia. The stationing of the U.S. troops in South and Central Asia is posing a fatal threat to the hinterland of Russia. China is a victim of terrorism. The co-operation between China and the U.S. in combating terrorism has gained positive results up to now, reduced to some extent the pressure of international terrorist forces on China. However, with the stationing of the U.S. troops adjacent to southwest China for the first time, the security of China’s southwestern frontier is becoming more complicated.

6) The situation is also grave regarding nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction in this region. The tension remains high between India and Pakistan—both countries are equipped with nuclear capabilities. The complexity of challenges to peace and security of this region is such that efforts at finding genuine multilateral solutions will be needed to reduce the military standoff between India and Pakistan and prevent other major regional conflicts and the possible use of nuclear weapons as the international community seeks long-term solution to safeguarding the security and well-being of all.

(The article is completed in July 2002)

(Continued from page 8 )     missiles. However Iraq is continuously improving its missile technologies.

 “Nuclear Armament” Clamours in Japan

On April 6th, 2002, Ozawa Ichiro, Chairman of Japanese Liberal Party declared,  “Japan can build several thousand nuclear warheads over night”. In May, Mr. Fukuda Yasuo, Minister of State, Chief Cabinet, said, “Japan can have nuclear weapons”. On June 3rd, Kawaguchi Yoriko, Japanese Foreign Minister, expressed, “what Mr. Fukuda Yasuo said about Japan’s nuclear armament is nothing wrong”.

The clamours of nuclear armament in Japan recently are no coincident. It is the result of the rampancy of Japanese militarism and expansion of Japanese military power. It means the attempt to “arm with nuclear weapons” can still find certain support in Japan. So it is necessary for the international community to keep vigilance on it.  

Challenges to the International Non-proliferation Regime

By Hou Hongyu*
It Can Be Said the USA Is A Key Challenger to the International Non-proliferation Regime

The Nuclear Posture Review demonstrates that the USA will implement its new nuclear strategy, which is bound to be a serious blow to international arms control and non-proliferation regimes.
First, the new nuclear strategy of the USA, which stresses nuclear deterrence and nuclear warfare, thus lowering the threshold of using nuclear weapons, will increase the insecurity of the non-nuclear weapon countries and likely lead to further proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. The USA has not only listed in the NPR its nuclear strike targets: China, Russia, Iraq, DPRK, Iran, Libya and Syria, but also has broadened the terms of using nuclear weapons. During the Cold War, the USA openly declared seven conditions of using nuclear weapons: the early warning systems have received information that the adversaries are to attack USA’s territory with nuclear missiles; potential adversaries are to use nuclear weapons in their pre-emptive strikes; its adversaries are the first to use nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction in a conventional warfare; the USA strategic offensive forces are to be destroyed to the extent that they are unable to wipe out the enemy in its counter attack; in conventional warfare, the non-nuclear, heavy-armaments of the USA and its allied forces are to be annihilated or in the danger of being wiped out; the space or land based facilities of information systems are destroyed; accidental or illegal use of nuclear weapons. Now, in the NPR, the USA has added three more conditions to its use of nuclear weapons: to strike targets that can survive conventional strikes; to respond to the attack of weapons of mass destruction against the USA; to use nuclear weapons in unexpected military developments. With these three new conditions, especially the last two, the USA can carry out its nuclear strikes much more randomly.

Second, there is a retrogression in the US nuclear security assurance to the non-nuclear-weapon states and the USA has abandoned its promise of not using nuclear weapons against non-nuclear weapon states made in 1978, which is bound to increase the insecurity of the non-nuclear weapon states. According to the NPT of 1968, the nuclear weapon states are committed not to use nuclear weapons against the non-nuclear weapon states, which is regarded as a negative security assurance. Far back in 1978, during the Carter administration, the USA made a commitment not to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear weapon states. The Clinton administration even promised not to be the first to use nuclear weapons. However among the 7 nuclear strike targets, there are 5 NPT signatory states. This means the USA has given up its earlier promise.
Third, the USA refuses to ratify the CTBT and attempts to make preparations for resuming nuclear tests, which has drawn a bleak picture for the CTBT going into effect. Although the USA maintains moratorium on nuclear testing, the Bush administration has made it clear that it will not ask the Senate to ratify the CTBT. At the 15th Preparatory Meeting of the CTBT organization, the USA declared that it would only join the construction of the international monitoring network in the inspection system and stopped joining on-the-spot inspection by the treaty and stopped providing finical support for the CTBT on-the-spot inspection. The USA refused to attend the conference for promoting the CTBT into effect by the UN last November. Although the US does not clearly specify that it will resume underground nuclear testing in the Nuclear Posture Review, it does point out if necessary, the USA would accelerate the preparation for resuming nuclear testing and shorten the current preparation time of 2 to 3 years to 18 months. The US attitude towards the CTBT has created a series of obstacles for the CTBT to go into effect at an early date, and the integrity and authority of the CTBT are seriously weakened. Once the USA resumes nuclear testing, the CTBT will completely collapse.
Fourth, speeding up research and development of the NMD and the TMD by the USA has promoted vertical and horizontal proliferation of missiles and their related technologies to the allies of the USA. In order to protect itself, its military forces stationed overseas and its allies, the USA continuously proliferates advanced weapon systems and technologies, including missile systems and missile related technologies to Taiwan area, to South Korea and Israel. The USA and Japan jointly develop missile defense technologies. Technologies of missile defense and missile technologies are inter-linked and technologies used for missile defense can also be used to improve or develop offensive missiles. Therefore, selling missile defense system overseas by the USA actually proliferates missile systems and its related technologies.

The Intensified Conflicts between India and Pakistan Are Dealing A Heavy Blow To International Non-proliferation Regime

Refusal to sign the NPT and the CTBT by India and Pakistan is not only increasing the danger of a nuclear conflict between them, but also endangers the international non-proliferation regime.

Since nuclear testing in 1998, India has been speeding up the strategy of minimum nuclear deterrence with emphasis on developing nuclear weapon delivery systems. According to the Institute of Science and International Security in the USA, India already possessed about 65 nuclear warheads by the end of 1999 and stored 1600 kilograms of unsafeguarded fissile material by the beginning of 2002, which is enough to make 400 nuclear warheads.

On January 17th, 2002, Indian navy chief of staff Singh declared that India had already possessed reliable nuclear “triad” second strike capability and built a capability of comprehensive nuclear delivery system including land-, sea- and air-based short, intermediate and long range missiles. Pakistan has initially formed its land and air based nuclear delivery systems. It is estimated that Pakistan has already possessed solid- and liquid-boost nuclear missiles capable of reaching Indian cities.

In order to get support from India and Pakistan to fight the war against terrorism, the USA declared to lift its sanctions against the two countries imposed after their nuclear testing in 1998 and decided to sell military radar systems worth US$ 146 million to India. The US decision actually gives tacit consent to the nuclear status of the two countries and this will exert influence on the international non-proliferation regime.

The Hidden Danger of Nuclear and Missile Proliferation on the Korean Peninsula Still Exists

The problems of Korean Peninsula have been always a potential hot spot. Though the USA and the DPRK have reached some framework agreements, the DPRK promised to suspend the rocket test, the USA still maintains sharp vigilance. President Bush has carried out a hard-lined policy towards the DPRK since he took office. The USA still uses the DPRK as a pretext to develop the NMD and has also listed the DPRK as one of  the “axis of evil” and targets of nuclear strike. The US policy towards the DPRK has worsened the situation on the Peninsula. While adopting a tough policy to the DPRK, the USA has relaxed its restrictions on South Korean missile technology development. South Korea officially joined MTCR in March 2001, which means South Korean has a free hand to develop missiles with a range of less than 300 kilometres and a payload of less than 500 kilograms. South Korea tested a short-range missile in January 2001 and decided to buy 111 ground-to-ground short-range missiles from the USA on January 4th, 2002. The development of missile technologies by South Korea will lead to a chain reaction, which will have negative impact on the non-proliferation on the Peninsula. 

Nuclear and Missile Proliferation in the Middle East Is Nothing Optimistic

The problem of Israel is the crux of the Middle East problems. If the problem of Israel is not solved, the danger of nuclear proliferation in the Middle East can not be thoroughly eliminated. The USA applies typical double standards to the nuclear and missile proliferation in the Middle East and has taken a laissez-faire attitude towards Israel. Israel has become the only country in the region to have possessed nuclear weapons with all kinds of delivery systems. In 2000, Israel secretly completed its first cruise missile test from a submarine, which could carry nuclear warheads. This shows Israel has become the third country (after USA and Russia) that has the capability of firing cruise missiles from submarines. 

Israeli possession of nuclear weapons upsets the strategic balance in the Middle East, threatens the national security of its neighboring countries and stimulates its neighbors to acquire nuclear weapons secretly. For a long time, the USA has suspected that Iran has been secretly developing nuclear weapons. Iran has successfully fired a missile with a range of 1300 kilometres, which can reach Israel. Now, it is said that Iran is developing a new generation missile with a range of 2000 kilometres. Just before his journey to Russia last May, President Bush criticized Russia for its nuclear cooperation with Iran. Under the USA pressure, Russia held non-proliferation talks with Iran on 30 May 2002. Iraq is still under UN sanction and is strictly  monitored  in  its  development  of 

                                             (Continued to page 5)

A Perspective from the Chinese Historical Experience:

The Exchanges of Different Civilizations 

and their Common Development
Liu Yumin*
Since the event of 9·11, international terrorism has been a hot topic in the international community. At the same time, the Clash of Civilization put forward by Samuel P. Huntington in his book entitled The Clash of Civilizations and the Remarking of World Order once again attracts the public attention all over the world. According to Huntington, the root cause of world’s conflicts after the Cold War shall no longer be economic frictions, political confrontation or ideological differences, but essentially will be a conflict between different civilizations of the world. He also particularly argued that Confucianism might ally with Islamism to confront Western civilization. In this paper, I will, through reviewing historical evolution of the relations among Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism in Chinese history, offer my personal understanding on the exchange, assimilation and development of different religions and civilizations.

I. Civilizations depend on each other for existence and develop in the course of complementing and tolerating each other. 

In the history of human civilization, the 

splendid Chinese civilization has always been famous for its long history with extensive knowledge and profound scholarship. The continuous development of Chinese civilization in 5000 years should be partially attributed to an important role of external civilizations. Talking about three Chinese major religions with Confucianism playing a dominant part,  Buddhism and Taoism subsidiary, resulting from thousands of years of cultural evolution, we can not but start from the fact that Buddhism was introduced to China during Han (206BC-220AD) and Tang (618AD-907AD) Dynasties. These two Dynasties represent unprecedented prosperous periods in Chinese civilization. The then Chinese economy was developing by big bounds and the famous Silk Road reached its golden age at that time. As China was assimilating foreign material civilization, it also accepted the spiritual cultures created by foreign civilizations. The introduction of religion into China constituted an important part of cultural exchanges between China and foreign countries. Buddhism, introduced to China, exerted far-reaching influence on the Chinese people culturally. From then on, the Chinese traditional culture was not only enriched by new elements thus becoming more exuberant and grandeur, but also received new dynamics of development, and entered a new era of frequent exchanges and learning from each other between the Chinese and foreign cultures. 

After being introduced to China during Han and Tang Dynasties, Buddhism together with Confucianism and Taoism, the two major representatives of Chinese traditional culture, complemented each other though they were different and integrated with each other though they were exclusive. The three religions gradually reached co-existence through reconciliation and development. It is the acceptance of Buddhism by Confucianism and Taoism that to some extent decided the rise and fall of Buddhism in China. One thing must be mentioned when discussing Chinese traditional culture absorbing and accepting Buddhism from abroad. That is the translation of thousands of Buddhism Sutras over several centuries, which must be a huge project, not only became a unique wonder in the history of world culture, but also left valuable cultural legacy to the entire humanity. What is more important is that during the process of translation, the Chinese people also conducted in-depth studies over the Sutra, and added their own understandings and explanations. It can be said that the Chinese traditional culture tolerates Buddhism from foreign countries with a fairly open and positive mind, hence making Buddhism an important component of development of Chinese culture after Han Dynasty.  

    In order to take root, grow and spread in China, Buddhism as a religion from overseas, must go through a process of transforming into something Chinese. It should not only adapt to the Chinese economy and politics of that period, but also incorporate into the Chinese traditional culture, conduct self-transformation to integrate its philosophy, ethic and morality, and practice methods in Chinese way so that it could gradually become a part of Chinese civilization. Actually, since Buddhism’s introduction into China, it has gradually adapted to the Chinese social reality and needs and traditional culture background, underwent a process of becoming something Chinese while enriching and developing its own traditional culture, just like the old saying goes: When in Rome, do as the Romans do. So finally, it became integrated with the Chinese traditional culture. During this long process, Buddhism gradually accommodated to Chinese traditional culture, a lot of Buddhist thoughts were expressed in Confucian and Tao traditional terms and concepts or some Confucian and Tao thoughts were even directly quoted in Buddhist Sutra translation. In addition, some adjustments were made in addition to Buddhist thoughts and concepts. For example, Buddhism originally talked much about standing aloof from worldly affairs, but came up with ethic and worldly views too after accepting Confucian concepts. This is an important demonstration of Confucianizing Buddhism in China, which to a great extent represented the process of Buddhism becoming localized in China. Therefore, Chinese Buddhism was both different from the Chinese traditional culture and from Indian Buddhism.

Looking at the Chinese traditional culture after introduction of Buddhism into China, Buddhism did not only affect Chinese philosophy, but also exerted heavy influence on Chinese literature, poetry, music, architecture, painting, sculpture etc., and it became a part of Chinese traditional culture. For example, a lot of commonly-used phrases in Chinese language come from Buddhist expressions, such as Reality, Enlightenment, Equality, Bother, Disentanglement, Thoughts, Thinking, Absolute, Relative, Idealism, Pessimism and so on. According to incomplete statistics, special terms resulting from translation of Buddhism into Chinese amount to more than 35000 and Buddhist phrases constitute more than 90% of the total foreign phrases in the development of Chinese language. In addition, famous Buddhist grottoes such as Dun Huang Grotto, Yun Gang Grotto, Long Men Grotto, etc., become well-known treasures of the Chinese culture in the world. It is worthwhile noting that Chinese Buddhism was also introduced into neighboring countries like Japan, the Korean Peninsula and Vietnam through cultural exchanges, and exerted great influence on those countries.
II. The positive factors of different religious cultures inevitably lead to  religion pluralism and common development.

Each ethnic group has its unique social ideals, life goals and values, which all together shape its unique cultural habitude. That is usually embodied through different cultural forms such as philosophy, ethic, religion etc. However, all wonderful ideals share much in common.

The historical evolution and development of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism in China indicate that there is inevitability underlying their long-term existence. The reasons for these three religions continuous existence and development in several thousands year lie in the fact that they include some positive factors inside themselves, which could meet some needs of society and life.

Confucianism is the mainstream of Chinese traditional culture and one of its major characteristics is the rich humanist spirit that emphasizes the realistic society and life. While, its one manifestation is “human as the fundamental factor”, stressing human value and initiative, paying attention to the exploration of human nature and forming a set of theories concerning humanism with the theory of human benevolence as main body. According to the theory, human beings share a common fundamental quality that there is the possibility of acquiring ideal personality through self-cultivation. In addition, the theory regards personality as the most valuable and upholds that man should have lofty ideals, be broad-minded and should be gentle, kind, serious, thrift, thoughtful, strict with oneself, generous with others, lenient and merciful, forgive past misdeeds of others, kind to others and brave to endure humiliation in order to carry out important tasks. The Confucian school advocates that man should give their nature of benevolence full play so as to consciously resist negative social influences. Rulers should administrate country mercifully through carrying out ethical and moral education in the constituency. Confucian school argues that there is nothing eternal and everything changes by the interactions between opposite factors such as “Yin” and “Yang”, hotness and coldness, etc.. The Confucian school also holds that small changes together can make a profound change. 

 Regarding state-to-state relations, Confucianism advocates friendship and harmony toward foreign states, and builds an ideal world of impartiality: the whole world is one community, the capable and virtuous are selected and promoted, and trust and harmony built…It pictures such a wonderful society, in which there is no exploitation, no oppression, no military forces, and no conflits and wars; people love each other;  (Continued to page 18)

CHEN SHUI-BIAN'S RECENT SEPARATIST

REMARKS CONDEMNED

──Compiled by Wu Keshneg*
 Very recently, Chen Shui-bian's separatist remarks have arisen strong condemnation across both sides of the Straits and throughout the world.

   Taiwan's two trouble makers 
 On August 16, Xinhua released a commentary saying that Taiwan leader Chen Shui-bian's "one country on each side" statement is nothing but a legacy of his predecessor Lee Tung-hui's "state-to-state "concept. "Lee and Chen are using each other to create new troubles to jeopardize the cross-strait relations and regional stability." 

Both Lee and Chen made separatist statements at a recent meeting held by advocates of "Taiwan independence". This shows Lee and Chen have masterminded the "Taiwan independence" movements on the island and in other places of the world. 

      Lee and Chen's collusion illustrates that the two trouble makers have formed an alliance for "Taiwan independence". Their goal is to prevent the failure of the "one country on each side" statement. 

Seminars slam Chen's "Taiwan inde-

pendence" speech 

 The separatist statement of Chen Shui-bian, leader of the Taiwan authority, will surely be rejected by the Chinese people, according to some seminars held on 15 August in Beijing. 

The seminars were organized by the China Council for the Promotion of Peaceful Reunification, the All-China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese and the Huangpu Military Academy Alumni Association to criticize Chen's "one country on each side" remarks. 

Wang Wenyuan, vice-chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and chairman of the council, pointed out that Chen's remarks exposed his real feelings toward "Taiwan Independence" supported by his predecessor Lee Teng-hui who aired his "state-to-state" fallacy. Both statements have the same evil intent and are strongly objected to by all Chinese including Taiwan compatriots. 

Wang said that the realization of reunification of the motherland is desired by all Chinese people including overseas Chinese and no force can stop it. Heads of overseas bureaus of the council from the Philippines, Russia, Thailand and Hong Kong attended the seminar, holding that Chen's "one country on each side" remarks, like the "state-to-state" speech of Lee, will come to a dead end, if they insist on going down the wrong road. 

Lin  Zhaoshu,  Chairman  of  the  All-China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, criticized Chen Shui-bian's remarks, saying that both sides of the Taiwan Straits belong to one China, and Taiwan belongs to all Chinese people. The 1.3 billion Chinese people including Taiwan compatriots can only decide the future of Taiwan. He hoped Taiwan compatriots would see through the real motivation of a handful separatists claiming "Taiwan Independence". 

 Li Yunchang, Chairman of the Huangpu Military Academy Alumni Association, said that since Chen Shui-bian took his post, Taiwan's economic situation has deteriorated with increasing unemployment. Chen is trying to exacerbate cross-Straits relations and make trouble at the cost of the economic interests of Taiwan people. This is completely opposite to the main trend of Taiwan people who are pursuing peace, stability and development, and would like to have good cross-Straits relationships. 

    Exposing Chen’s separatist strategy

 In HONG KONG: Alexander Y. H. Chang, President of the Hong Kong branch of the China Peaceful Reunification Association, on August 15 told a forum that Chen Shui-bian's recent separatist speech has laid bare his premeditated plan for Taiwan independence and is an updated version of Lee Tung-hui's "two states" theory. Chen's comments of August 3 shows that his defiance of all Chinese people and violate their interests and wishes, and should be exposed and condemned. 

Chen should bear full responsibility for maintaining the interests and the safety of the Taiwan people as well as boosting economic development and raising people's living standards. However, Chen's remarks have put the lives of 23 million Taiwan people at stake and threatened stability and peace in the Asia-Pacific region. Sovereignty and territorial integrity are not options that can be voted on in this way, he argued. 

Chan Boon-teong, the Association's Executive President, echoed Chang's view and said that it is internationally acknowledged that Taiwan is an inseparable part of China. Taiwan's future cannot be decided by a handful of politicians. Rather, the long-term future of Taiwan can only be one of peace, stability and development once the island has returned to the motherland. 

Lam Hei-ling, a consultant of the Association in France, said that most overseas Chinese she knew agreed with the one-China principle and hope for cross-Straits economic co-operation. But Chen still ignores the public opinion in favor of peace, stability and development, and is pushing the island to the brink of disaster. Lam Hei-ling urged Chen to accept the one-China principle and the 1992 consensus reached by the Association for Relations Across the Taiwan Straits and the Straits Exchange Foundation, its Taiwan counterpart, in an effort to resume talks as soon as possible. 

 
Hakka group condemns Chen's remarks

    In Hong Kong: Chen Shui-bian's recent separatist remarks go against people's yearning for peace and stability across the Straits and should be condemned. Any activity aimed at Taiwan "independence" violates the interests and wishes of the Chinese people, including Taiwan compatriots, and is doomed to fail. Hong Kong, which has successfully implemented the "One Country, Two Systems" policy, can serve as a role model for Taiwan's reunification with the motherland. This is the stand taken by the Tsung Tsin Association Hong Kong (TTAHK), an association of Hakka people living in the SAR. 

Yu Kwok-chun, a TTAHK member and chairman of Guangdong Association Hong Kong, said that Chen's speech had laid bare his attempts to push Taiwan towards "independence". "Chen does not wish to see the fact that more and more Taiwan people, especially businessmen, are seeking the "three direct links" as well as economic ties with the booming mainland; and that the island's economy is sinking." his reckless and irresponsible action has not only inflamed cross-Straits relations, but also put lives of Taiwan people at stake. 

K. W. Lee, executive chairman the Fujian Association in Hong Kong (FAHK), said Chen's defiant remarks have seriously sabotaged relations between the two sides of the Taiwan Straits and affected stability and peace in the Asia-Pacific region. "Most people in Taiwan I know agree with the 'one-China' principle, and hope for cross-Straits economic co-operation and development," Lee said. "But Chen still ignores public sentiment which favours peace, stability and development, and is pushing the island to the brink of disaster." 

HK NPC deputies condemns Chen Shui-bian's remarks 

 Some 20 deputies to the National People' s Congress (NPC) in Hong Kong On 16 August attended a forum to refute Chen's recent splittist remarks, and expressed the belief that any attempts for "Taiwan independence" could in no ways reverse the historical trend of the reunification of the motherland. 

Tsang Hin-chi, a member of the NPC Standing Committee, said that Chen should rein in at the brink of the precipice in order to avoid becoming a sinner in the Chinese history. 

Chan Yau-hing, chairman of the Chinese General Chamber of Commerce, said that Taiwan is part of China. Taiwan's reunification with the Chinese mainland is the common aspiration of all the Chinese at home and abroad. Chen's separatist remarks betray the entire Chinese nation, and once again pushes the relationship between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait into dangerous circumstances. 

 
Lau pui-king, an associate professor with the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, said that China's reform and opening-up over the last 20 years have greatly enhanced the country's status in the international political and economic arenas, and the economic and cultural exchanges and cooperation between the two sides of the straits have been growing. It is because Chen‘s "Taiwan independence" is losing the market and Taiwan's economy is deteriorating so that he preached the fallacy with the aim to reaping gains by creating tension in the cross-Strait relationship.

Macao NPC delegates condemn Chen Shui-bian's remarks 

Macao's delegates to the National People's Congress (NPC) gathered on August 15th to denounce the separatist remarks made by Chen Shui-bian, a member of the Taiwan authorities.

 The "one country on each side" fallacy voiced by Chen is "sheer nonsense" as the "one China" principle has been widely acknowledged in the international community, said Ho Iat Seng, a member of the NPC Standing Committee. 

Most Taiwan people hope to develop local economy, improve living standard, and maintain a stable relationship with the motherland. However, Chen has neglected the wish of Taiwan residents and has imposed the myth of "Taiwan Independence", which is upheld by a group of pro-independence diehards only, instead of the island's 23 million people, he added. Taiwan has never in its history been an independent country and its sovereignty belongs to 1.3 billion Chinese people including those in Taiwan. 

Tong Seng Chiu, a senior NPC delegate, said, "The Macao compatriots will exert full support for the staunch stance of the central government and contribute to national reunification with deeds." People from all walks of life voiced indignation on Chen's split remarks and strong wish for national reunification, he said, adding that Chen's pro-independence conspiracy is doomed to failure. 

       Chiu Chow says Taiwan should be part of China

    The long-term future of Taiwan can only be one of peace, stability and development once the island has returned to the motherland. This is the opinion held by representatives of the Federation of Hong Kong Chiu Chow Community Organizations. 

The Chinese people have never felt more proud of being Chinese, said Chan Wai-nam, chairman of the organization, at a forum on cross-Straits relations on August 15. Taiwan compatriots are expected to greatly benefit from the reunification between the mainland and the island. 

Chan said, "During my recent visit to the island, many Taiwan compatriots told me that they all wish to realize "three direct links" and reunification as soon as possible as they are well aware that Taiwan's independence will lead the island to a horrible disaster." As a matter of fact, Taiwan's return to the mainland is the one single event promising the best future for the island.

Yip Shu-lam, a federation member and also president of the Hong Kong Puning Classmen's Association, slashed at Chen Shui-bian's incendiary speech on August 3. Chen's insolent call for a referendum on the island's future demonstrated that he is an outright diehard separatist, Chen and his followers should rein in before they have gone too far down the wrong path. Any activity aimed at Taiwan "independence" violates the interests and wishes of the Chinese people, including Taiwan compatriots, and is doomed to fail. Yip called upon Hong Kong people to continue their contribution to the country's reunification. 

Taiwan people in US upset

     A joint statement issued by the Chinese Benevolent Association of US and the Kuo-mintang US Chapter, said Chen's words and deeds in the past two years had gone completely against the "four nos" pledges he had made during his "inauguration" -that Taiwan would not declare independence, change the "national title," enlist the concept of "state-to-state" relations between the island and the mainland in its "constitution," or promote any referendum to change the status quo in regard to independence. 

Chen's recent remarks can be regarded as another claim of "Taiwan independence" which is doomed to failure. Such remarks will push the 23 million Taiwan compatriots to disaster by further escalating the crisis across the Taiwan Straits, the statement stressed. 

"Chen's remarks actually went far beyond his predecessor Lee Teng-hui and it is time to speak out our opposition on that." Chen has misread the situation, as most people in Taiwan and overseas Chinese won't agree with his remarks, said Wu Guobao, director of the Chinese Benevolent Association of the US. 

The U.S. and Taiwan Start Quasi-military Alliance

By Wang Weixing

“The U.S.-Taiwan military relationship is moving towards military alliance.” This is not only an alarmism, but an irrefutable fact. On May 10th, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Fiscal Year 2003 Defense Authorization Act, which contains items strengthening U.S.-Taiwan military cooperation. According to its 120th item—“improve the defensive abilities of Taiwan”, the act flagrantly demands that the U.S. military “implement a comprehensive plan to conduct joint operational training for, and exchanges of senior officers between the Armed Forces of the United States and the military forces of Taiwan.” The plan has a wide range of projects, activities and maneuvers, which is focused on cooperation of threat analysis, power distribution, logistic support, information collection and analysis as well as strategic action plan. Meanwhile, the U.S. Senate passed the Fiscal Year 2003 State Department Authorization Act, which reinforces arms sales to Taiwan, requesting the U.S. President to sell four Kidd-class destroyers to Taiwan. This is virtually an intention to establish a quasi-military alliance between the United States and Taiwan, leading the U.S.-Taiwan relations towards official military alliance. The Chinese people can not but be on high alert for it.

The military cooperation has been notably  accelerated  and the  commitment  to

Taiwan security is more definite. 

According to statistics, the total value of U.S. arms sale to Taiwan from March 2000, when Chen Shui-bian came into power, to May 2002 is US$10.272 billion. Just within 2001, the U.S. altogether sold five packages of weapons to Taiwan, which are worth up to US$ 7 billion and more. The nature of the sold weapons also changed from defensive category in the past to offensive category. Particularly, the United States declared on 25th April, 2001 that it would sell a huge batch of offensive arms to Taiwan, including 4 Kidd-class destroyers, 8 diesel-powered patrol submarines, 12 P-3C anti-submarine patrol aircraft, 100 RGM-84L Harpoon missiles and etc., with a total value of more than US$4 billion. In July, the U.S. sold 50 sets of advanced Joint Tactical Information Distribution System (JTIDS), specially used for improving and upgrading the joint commanding headquarters of the land, air and navy forces, and their respective command centers and for improving and upgrading the communication trunk lines between battle planes, battle ships and ground units, so as to make it an important part of advanced tactical datalinks. This indicates that the U.S. and Taiwan forces could use identical battle commanding systems to finish the linking, which could lay a foundation for the integrated “joint operation” of Taiwan military forces and the “allied operation” together with the American forces in the future. 

At the same time, the military cooperation and exchanges between Taiwan and the U.S. are becoming more active than before. In 2001, the U.S.-Taiwan military exchanges completed more than 90 projects and the U.S. sent 9 assessment teams to Taiwan to evaluate the defense system and operational capability of Taiwan navy, air and land forces. The U.S. began to openly dispatch active officers of colonel level to Taiwan to take part in the Hankuang No.17 military exercises since last year. Soon after that, the U.S. also sent groups of experts to join the Lianyong Three-Services Combined Training, the Patriots II missile test-firing, the Vanguard operation exercises and so on. This year, the U.S. even dispatched military officers of General level to Taiwan Heng Mountain battle commanding center to fully participate in the Hankuang No. 18 military exercise and gave instructions on the spot. It is reported that the operational concept of the Hankuang NO.18 military exercises turn out to be totally designed according to that on the cross-Taiwan Straits War in 2005 mapped out by the American Rand Corporation in a report. The report divides the War into four stages: contending for the control of commanding height of sky, and of sea, raiding the Taiwan Island and landing battle. In fact, participating in these military exercises, the U.S. side intended to check the work of Taiwan army’s JTIDS, the mastery of weapons and weapon vacancies, the operational reaction capability and the simulation of the War. The U.S. is obviously helping Taiwan army complete all its military preplans hand by hand. 

According to some statistics, Taiwan has in resent years successively sent nearly 1000 military officers of colonel level to American military academies and bases for advanced study and training, and tactical training. Since 2001, the trainees’ level is raised to General, totaling 250 for the whole year. In last March, the U.S. even invited the Taiwan “Defence Minister” Tang Yaoming to attend the “U.S.-Taiwan high level meeting” held in America to discuss the issues of U.S. arms sale to Taiwan and Taiwan’s defence. In April that year, the Asia-Pacific Security Research Center of CINCPAC for the first time invited the Taiwan active Generals to America for training. Several days later, a senior official of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff arrived in Taiwan for the first time to hold secret talks with senior officers of Taiwan “Defence Ministry”, etc.. At the connivance and support of  some American politicians, Chen Shui-bian increased the military exercises from an average of 47 times a year in the past to more than 300 times last year since his empowerment. In the first quarter of this year, 92 military exercises, targeting the Mainland, have been conducted. 

As soon as he came into power in 2001, the Bush Administration changed U.S. “ambiguous policy” towards Taiwan observed in the past 20 years or so and claimed that the U.S. would resolutely implement the Taiwan Relations Act to raise Taiwan’s defence capability, and that  “if Beijing uses military forces on Taiwan, the U.S. has the obligation to assist Taiwan in defending itself.” In May of the same year, the passed  State Department Authorization Act specifies that the U.S. would grant Taiwan an equal status as the U.S. major allies in NATO. The Pentagon officials affirm that the U.S. has laid down a series of emergency reaction plan particularly for Taiwan area and once the U.S. president gives an order, the U.S. forces would try their best to assist Taiwan in defence. The Nuclear Posture Review released by the new administration early this year even listed China as one of the 7 countries on whom the U.S. will consider using nuclear weapons. According to the NPR the U.S. will use nuclear weapons on China when military conflicts occur across Taiwan straits. 

Strengthen military deployment around Taiwan in a bid to obstruct the peaceful reunification 

There are hard facts to prove that in order to check the process of solving the Taiwan issue, the U.S. military deployment has been shifted from the third ring Pacific Hawaii to the second ring Guam on the basis of starting the U.S.-Taiwan quasi-military alliance. Seen from the history, Guam has all along been an important base for the U.S. military in the West Pacific. When the U.S. launched a war, whether it was Korean War or Vietnam War, Guam always served as the nearest logistics base for the battlefront. Last year, the U.S. military planed to invest nearly US$90million to expand Guam’s air and naval bases. It is also reported that the U.S. military has a US$150million investment plan for several years to come, which will be used to expand docks and facilities of Guam so as to upgrade Guam’s ability to assist the U.S. home-based forces in cross-oceanic operations. Besides stationing 64 air-launched cruise missiles on Guam, the U.S. will make Anderson base an overseas relay station for its B-2 and B-52 strategic bombers, and will expand the battle groups of aircraft carriers, and add 3 more huge amphibious battle ships and 3 more nuclear submarines. According to the speed of submarines, it will take nuclear submarines 3 days from San Diego to Hawaii and 5 more days from Hawaii to Guam. If the U.S. deploys submarines in Guam, it can not only save 8 days, but also directly protect the 7th Fleet and launch attacks on enemy more precisely and deeper in a wider range. The main purpose for the U.S. to accelerate its military deployment on Guam is, according to the Chief of CINCPAC Blair, to “effectively contain Chinese missile and maintain the U.S. military presence in Taiwan Sea so that it can arrive on Taiwan in a short time.”

(Abridged translation of an article of World Affairs No.13, 2002)

(Continued from page 11) everybody has lofty morals, ready to help each other; each one is in his proper place; the society is unified and stable with everything in order… The ideal society mapped out by Confucianism contains a lot of truth that still has important values today and reflects people’s good wishes for human fairness and justice and rational aspirations for social politics. 

      From the Chinese historical experiences mentioned above, it can be seen that there is a interdependent relationship between different civilizations, which share much in common even though they have a lot of differences. Therefore, to achieve harmony, dialogue and exchange between different civilizations should be based on equal footing, mutual respect and mutual understanding, assimilation and integration. Only with equality, tolerance and open-mindedness toward each other can one civilization advance in the course of human progress. In short, a harmonious development of different civilizations can only be achieved through concerted efforts.

In Commemoration of 100th Birthday of

 Zhou Peiyuan


Zhou Peiyuan, former Vice-Chairman of the Eighth National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and President of the Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD), was born on August 28th, 1902 in Yixing County, Jiangsu Province and passed away on November 24th, 1993.

Zhou Peiyuan made outstanding contributions to the development of China’s education, to the consolidation and development of the Chinese patriotic united front, and to promotion of friendly international exchanges and to maintenance of world peace.


The Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament, Zhou Peiyuan Foundation and China International Association for Promotion of Science and Peace (CIAPSP) sponsored a forum commemorating Zhou Peiyuan’s 100th Birthday and issued a commemorative stamp in honor of Zhou Peiyuan. Present at the forum are Zhu Shanqing, CPAPD Vice-President and Member of the National Committee, CPPCC, and Gao Chao, CPAPD Vice-President and CIAPSP Vice-President, Tan Songlin, Executive Vice-Chair of China Association for the Advancement of International Friendship, and Yang Zhihai, Vice President of Association for Caring the Younger Generation as well as about 80 people from over 30 institutions.  


In his commemorative speech, CPAPD Vice-President Zhu Shanqing said, today, we are gathering here to hold this seminar to mark the 100th birthday of Zhou Peiyuan’s so as to commemorate his immortal contributions to the development of science and education of our country, and to maintenance of world peace, which is a very meaningful event. Prof. Zhou was a renowned scientist, educationist and social activist. He loved the motherland, people, science and peace. He contributed his life to the cause of science, education, the socialist construction and the maintenance of world peace, and made unforgettable contributions.


CPAPD Vice-President Zhu Shanqing continued, I had an honor to accompany Prof. Zhou to visit foreign countries on two occasions. The first one was to participate in the 35th Pugwash Conference held in Brazil in 1985. Prof. Zhou’s attendance meant the resumption of relations between the Chinese peace organization and personages and the Pugwash Conference, and reappearance at the world peace arena.  Warm applause was given to Prof. Zhou being introduced to the Conference by Pugwash President at the Opening Ceremony. At the commemorative meeting of 30 anniversary of Russell and Einstein Manifesto, Prof. Zhou and one representative from the USA and Russia each were invited to speak. The second one was to attend the International Nuclear-Weapon-Free-World Conference held in Berlin in 1988. He made a speech on our nuclear policies, especially the “non-first use policy”, which demonstrated the inspirations of the Chinese people loving peace.  His speech was warmly received from the participants and the host organizations.

Vice-President Zhu Shanqing emphasized that the CPAPD has been active for the past 17 years, and its accomplishments can not be separated from the correct leadership of Prof. Zhou, and his contributions will ever be remembered.

Gao Chao, CPAPD Vice-President and CIAPSP Vice-President said in his speech, that Prof. Zhou died 10 years ago, we still miss him very much. I had the honor and privilege to work under the leadership of Prof. Zhou for over 10 years. He devoted his life to the undertakings of China’s science and education and world peace.  Reverent Zhou’s working spirit and patriotism are still encouraging us forward. He taught us to make contributions to world peace, science development and human progress. I can recall that Prof. Zhou once earnestly expressed his views to the members of a delegation on visit to a foreign country that nowadays the international peace movements were surging high, which was closely linked to science and technology in the wake of their daily rapid development in nuclear age. Internationally, many scientists have thrown themselves in the movement and the intellectuals of our country should also participate in it. 

China International Week of Science and Peace was started in 1989 in line of a UN resolution and is conducted for 13 years running so far. Its continuation can not be separated from Prof. Zhou’s encouragement and promotion. Prof. Zhou wrote letters to the leadership of the Party and government to solicit their inscription for the activities of the China International Week of Science and Peace. General Secretary Jiang's inscription is “ Develop Science, Revitalize China, Maintain Peace and Benefit Mankind”, which has become the objective of the event. Comrades Li Peng, Qiao Shi and others have also inscribed for the event. Prof. Zhou laid the groundwork for the healthy and continous development of the International Week of Science and Peace also instructed us to carry out colorful and diversified activities in different forms. Reflecting the theme of “Loving the Motherland, Loving Science and Loving Peace”, equal attention has been given to popularizing education in patriotism and science among the young generation.

Speech at the Seminar in Memory 

of Zhou Peiyuan’s 100th Birthday

By Zhu Shanqing,*
Dear friends,

Today, we are gathering here to hold this seminar in memory of the 100th birthday of Zhou Peiyuan so as to commemorate his immortal contributions to the development of science and education of our country, and to maintenance of world peace, which is a very meaningful event.

 Prof. Zhou was a renowned scientist, educationist and social activist. He loved the motherland, people, science and peace. He contributed his life to the cause of science, education, the socialist construction and the maintenance of world peace, and made indelible contributions.

We still cherish fresh memory of Prof. Zhou’s participation in social activities in the early period of the founding of new China. Then, the country was under a full-scale construction. Prof. Zhou was not only active in the campaign of socialist construction, but also did a tremendous amount of work in building a peaceful environment for the national reconstruction.  As far as I can remember that then promoted by Comrades Soong Ching Ling, Guo Mo-ruo and others, the Chinese People’s Committee for Defending World Peace invited celebrities from all circles to conduct international friendly exchanges and publicize new China. Prof. Zhou was an active member. He also attended the first large-scale international meeting after the founding of new China​---the Asia-Pacific Regional Peace Conference held in 1952 in Beijing. Soong Ching Ling was the leader, Guo Mo-ruo and Peng Zhen were deputy leaders of China delegation consisting of celebrities from all social circles. Prof. Zhou was also on the delegation.

Prof. Zhou was also one of founders of Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs--- consisting of scientists. In 1955, Einstein, an American scientist and Russell, a British scientist issued the Manifesto to call on scientists in the world to oppose application of nuclear energy to military purposes. Responding to this call, an international conference of scientists was held in 1957 in Pugwash, a Canadian fishing village, which was attended by 22 delegates from 10 countries. Prof. Zhou was one of the delegates. At the conference, Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs was officially set up and Prof. Zhou was elected a Council Member.

Friends:


In the 1980s, the international peace movement was unfolding their stormy struggle against the two superpowers in their deployments of nuclear missiles in Europe, large-scale anti-war campaigns were sweeping the world in one high tide after another. Promoted by the older generation of social activists represented by Prof. Zhou, the Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament was founded. Prof. Zhou was elected its first president. I had an honor to accompany Prof. Zhou to visit foreign countries on two occasions. The first one was to participate in the 35th Conference held in 1985 in Brazil. Because reasons known to all, the Chinese People’s Committee for Defending World Peace suspended its activities for some time, and as a result its relationship with Pugwash was also shelved. Prof. Zhou’s attendance at Pugwash annual conference in 1985 meant the resumption of relations between the Chinese peace organization and personages and the Pugwash Conference, and reappearance at the world peace arena.  Warm applause was given to Prof. Zhou being introduced and welcomed by Pugwash President at the Opening Ceremony. At the commemorative meeting of 30 anniversary of Russell and Einstein Manifesto, Prof. Zhou and two representatives, one from the USA and one from the former USSR were invited to speak. The second one was to attend the International Nuclear-Weapon-Free-World Conference held in Berlin in 1988. He made a speech on our nuclear policies, especially the “non-first use policy”, which demonstrated the inspirations of the Chinese people loving peace.  His speech won high appraises from the participants and the host organizations. During an interview, he said that the nuclear weapons should be viewed in two perspectives, if they are possessed by the peace-lovers, they can help to maintain peace; but if they are possessed by the warmongers, they can serve to launch a war. This is his brilliant exposition on the relationship between weapon and man.


The CPAPD has been active for 17 years, the development and accomplishments of the CPAPD can not be separated from the correct leadership by Prof. Zhou, and his contributions will always be remembered.


Prof. Zhou left us a very valuable spiritual legacy. His selfless devotion, his quest for truth and pioneering spirit, his devotion to promote education won our deep respect and inspire us forward. We must take Prof. Zhou as our example, and work whole-heartedly in pioneering spirit and make concerted efforts to create a peaceful international environment for the China’s modernization drive in the new century.  

FROM THE CHINESE PRESS
An American Couple Providing

a Happy Home for 37 Chinese Children

Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell come from the United States of America, to Xiaoyizhen, a poor area in Yuxi region, Fujian Province and have set up a home for 37 Chinese children.

In early 2000, the local civil affairs office approved the application by Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell, who had worked for just 4 years in a College in Zhengzhou, for establishing a welfare home.  It is certified by the contract that the American couple has the obligation of raising the children by the home till they reach 18 years old, but assumes no civil responsibilities.

With help of the local civil affairs office, Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell have rented the necessary housing and a 150 square-meter courtyard as a playground for the children. On 14 February, the first group of 12 orphans was taken to the “Home for Hope”.

In August 2000, Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell accompanied by the leaders of the local government were on a trip to visit orphans. They met He Longqiang, an 11year-old boy, who suffered from a serious harelip, feeling humiliated. His psychological problems made him hardly communicate with others. The couple decided to accept him into the home wishing to give him a chance for a better future. In last March, a 6-month-old Ma Shihao was left behind in the hospital because of the harelip. The doctors concerned contacted Mr. Nesenbell, together they found the boy’s parent. Then, Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell came to offer keen help, would have the boy operated and admitted into the “Home for Hope”. In early July, Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell took the boy to Beijing for plastic surgery, and one more surgery is needed.  Mr. Nesenbell hopes to take the boy to Beijing for the second operation in the coming fall. 

The expenditure for the “Home for Hope” in 2000 was US$79000, in 2001 was US$81000 and in this year will be US$160000 because the Home will be moved in a new place. The new home is a closed school, with a two-story building and a big sports ground, about 5 kilometers away.  

Mr. Nesenbell told journalists that he was given a nick-name of “dabaixiong’, meaning “ a big white bear”, he simply take the “Xiong” as his family name.  There are 3 children whose family name is Xiong.  So Mr. Nesenbell keeps the children living with them to take care of them.  

 Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell speak highly of every child in the Home and believe that there are not many differences between them. Maybe some are little brighter than others are, but every one has some specific strong points. Treating the children as their own blood, Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell keep in mind the birthdays of all. He stores the information of the 37 children in the computer, the birthdays are scattered in every month. Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell celebrate children birthdays in accordance with the Chinese calendar and celebrate the birthdays on weekend if there are a few throughout the week.             (Continued to page 31)
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES

CPAPD President He Luli Visits DPR. Korea


At the invitation of the Korean National Peace Committee, He Luli, Vice-Chairperson of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress and President of the Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD) led a 7-member CPAPD delegation on a good-will visit to Democratic People’s Republic of Korea May 13—17, 2002. The delegation was warmly welcomed by Ri Chong Il, Vice Chairwoman of the Korean National Peace Committee  (KNPC) and Councillor of the Korean Committee for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries (KCCRFC) and other comrades form the KNPC and also the Chinese Embassy staff headed by Ambassador Wu Donghe,. 


On the day after the arrival of the delegation, comrade Mun Jae Chol, KNPC Chairman and KCCRFC Acting Chairman, hosted the welcoming banquet in honor of He Luli and her party. Comrade Kim Yong Nam, President of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly, DPRK, met with He Luli and her party. Ri Chonbg Il, KNPC Vice Chairwoman accompanied the delegation through the visit. The delegation was also provided with a very rich program including visit to Mangyongdae, the Kumsusan Memorial Palace, the Tower of Juche Idea, Monument to Party Foundation,  Grand Monument on Mansu Hill, Changdok Senior Middle School, the Mansu Studio, the Pyongyang Metro, Panmunjom, Mangyongdae Schoolchildren’s Palace, Victorious Fatherland Liberation War Museum, Pyongyang Maternity Hospital, the Friendship Tower, Revolutionary Martyrs Cemetery on Mt. Taesong, and the Mass Gymnastic and Art Performance “Arirang”. The visit was a complete success.


At the welcoming banquet, both CPAPD President He Luli and KNPC President Mun Jae Chol made very friendly remarks. CPAPD President He Luli said, in this Spring season full of flowers everywhere, we come to your beautiful country for a friendly visit at the cordial invitation of the KNPC. I would like to express our sincere thanks for the considerate arrangements and warm hospitality on behalf the  CPAPD. The PRC and DPRK are good neighbors linked by mountains and rivers. The traditional friendship between the two countries is established and cultivated by the leadership of the elder generation, has stood the test of history and taken deep roots in the minds of the two peoples. She emphasized that under the new international situation in the new century, continuous development and consolidation of the bilateral friendship are conducive to economic development of the two countries, to peace and stability in Asia and the world at large. The CPAPD is ready to make unremitting endeavor to consolidate and develop the traditional friendship between the two countries and enhance friendly cooperation between the two the two peace organizations.

At the meeting with Kim Yong Nam, President of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly, both He Luli and Kim Yong Nam expressed their wishes to further the traditional friendship between our two countries established and nurtured by the elder generation of the leadership and promoted by the incumbent leadership of the two countries and the peace-loving peoples of the two countries are ready to make concerted efforts to promote peace, development and stability in Asia and in the world as a whole.  

A CPAPD Delegation Visits Russia and Romania

At the invitation of the Romania Peace Alliance and the International Association of Peace Foundations(IAPF) in Russia, a 6-member CPAPD delegation headed by Mme. Huan Guoying, Vice-President of CPAPD paid visits to the above mentioned two countries from May 31 to June 13, 2002  successively. In Romania, the delegation met with Mr. Petrescu, Vice President of the Chamber of Deputies; Mr. Mihai, President of the Romania Peace Alliance(RPA); Mme. LiLiana Pagu, Vice President of RPA: Prof. Lucian Grigorescu, Secretary General of RPA; Mr. Catalin Mardare, Prefect of Bacau;  Mr. A. Cucu, President of the Parliament of Dambovita and other friends from RPA and local hosts from different parts of Romania. The delegation was deeply impressed by the hospitality of the hosts and their efforts to pursue peace and development. 

In Russia, the delegation first met with Mr. Karpor, President of the IAPF, and Mr. Maslin, Vice President of IAPF. Then the delegation  had the honor to meet Mr. Stroyev, Honorary President of the Council of Russian Federations, Chief Executive of Orlovskaya Oblast. The delegation also paid visits to the Institute of World Economy and International Relations, where Prof. Nodari A. Simonia, Director of the Institute and Prof. Alexander K. Kislov, Director of the Peace Research Center of the Institute met with the delegation. Issues upon  nuclear weapons reduction, missile defenses, and Russian’s foreign and domestic policies were touched upon. Before coming back home, the delegation was able to meet some leaders of the presidiums of different parties at the Duma and Professor leonid I. Abalkin who briefed the delegation upon the economic policies of Russia. The delegation was quite grateful to the hosts who worked out such wonderful programs and was deeply touched by the warm friendship and feelings between  the Chinese and Russian people.

A FMPFO Delegation Visits China


A 5-member delegation of Federation of Mongolian Peace and Friendship Organizations (FMPFO) headed by Mr. Ch. Batjargal, FMPFO President, was on a friendly visit to China April 29 to May 6, 2002. During the visit in Beijing, He Luli, Vice-Chairperson, Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress (NPC) and President of the Chinese People(s Association for Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD), met with the visiting delegation. CPAPD Vice-President Zhu Shanqing hosted a working session with Federation President Ch. Batjargal and his party. Besides Beijing, the delegation also visited Guiying and Chengdu where Gong Xianyong, Deputy Director of Guizhou Provincial People’s Congress and Chen Linzhang, President of Sichuan Provincial Friendship Association met the delegation.


Expressed a warm welcome to the visiting delegation, NPC Vice-Chairperson  He Luli hoped that the friendly cooperation between the two peace organizations should be continuously expanded and developed.  She said that the exchanges between NGOs are an important complementary to the State relations, the extensive multi-channel, multi-form exchanges of the NGOs are conducive to communications of the peoples’ feelings, to enhancing mutual trust and mutual understanding, to furthering development of state relations, and complementary to the exchanges of the government officials. NPC Vice-Chairperson He also briefed the guests of the Fifth Session of the Ninth National People’s Congress. At the working session, CPAPD Vice-President Zhu Shanqing focused on China’s reform and opening-up, the establishment of a socialist market economy and the strategy of the mid-west development, and also exchanged views on issues of common interest such as the international situation, Asia-Pacific security and anti-terrorism.


The delegation also visited an agricultural high-tech zone, an economic development zone and factories. Satisfied with the visit, the delegation believed that the visit significantly deepened their understanding of China and specially the mid-western region. The exchanges between the two organizations would be beneficial to further development of friendly cooperation between the two peace organizations.
Summit for Survival: Responding to Nuclear Threats,

Environment, Development and Health Issues

CPAPD Delegates Present at the 15th IPPNW Congress
From May 1 to 5, a 2-member delegation headed by Prof. Hu Yamei, Vice President of China Medical Association and former President of Beijing Children’s Hospital participated in the 15th Congress of the International Physicians for the Prevention of  Nuclear War (IPPNW) held in Washington D.C.. Nearly 500 participants from 33 countries were present at the Congress the theme of which is “Summit for Survival”. The topics of the Congress ranged from peace and disarmament issues to issues related to development, environment and health. Representatives from the CPAPD attended the plenary sessions and joined in the discussions  at workshops, voiced views upon issues of nuclear weapons, missile defenses and the prevention of the weaponization of outer space.

During the Congress, the prevention of nuclear threats became the core issue of survival. The US Nuclear Posture Review was one of the priorities to be focussed on at the Congress. There was strong opposition to the US nuclear strategy and to its unilateralism. New elements were added to the international campaign against nuclear weapons.

In addition to nuclear issues, the NGOs also expressed concerns on social issues like environment, development and health, and discussed the relationship among the three, emphasizing the interdependence between man and nature, between state and state, and between people to people.

According to the Washington Declaration, the mainstream ideas of the Congress is that now mankind is confronted with the threats of hunger, pestilence, poverty, and war,  which are joined by new threats like weapons of mass destruction, landmines, small arms, and global environmental damage, all driven by global inequalities and the yawning gap between the Global North and the Global South.

The Congress decided to hold the next Congress in Beijing, China in 2004. And the Chinese delegation issued invitations to all IPPNW delegates.

A CPAPD Delegation Visits Vietnam and Laos


At the invitation of Vietnam Peace Committee (VPC) and the Lao Committee for Peace and Solidarity (LCPS), a 5-member delegation of the Chinese People(s Association for Peace and Disarmament (CPAPD)  led by CPAPD Vice-President Liu Jingqin on a good-will visit to the two countries in August 2002. During the visit in Vietnam, Vice-President Liu Jingqin and his party were met by Juong Guang Duog, Member of the Political Bureau, Central Committee of the Vietnamese Communist Party, and Vice-Chairman of the National Assembly, Hong Ha, Member of the Standing Committee of the Theoretical Committee, CCVPC and Vice-President of Vietnam Peace Committee (VPC), and Vu Xuan Hong, Member of the National Assembly and President of Vietnam Union of Friendship Organizations. During the visit in Laos, Vice-President Liu Jingqin and his party were met by Fisavath Keobounthanh, Member of the Political Bureau, Lao People’s Revolutionary Party Central Committee, and Chairman of the Central Committee of the Lao Front for National Construction, and B. Sangsomsak, Vice President of Lao Federation of Trade Unions and LCPS Acting President, met with CPAPD Vice-President Liu Jingqin and his party. 


In addition to the capital city of the two countries, the delegation also visited  Quang Ninh, Tien Jiong and Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam and Champassak in Laos. Vice-President Liu Jingqin and his party met with local leaders and focused their visit on agriculture and villages to further understanding of the society and people as a whole. In the contacts with the leaders of the Vietnamese and Lao Party and government and people from different circles, the delegation attached importance to understanding of the political, economic and social situation of the two countries, gave briefings on the current domestic situation of China, especially the study and implementation of the “Three Represents” thought and the Speech on 31 May, and greeting convocation of the 16th Party Congress, as well as the views on the present international arms control and disarmament and the principled stand on important issues such as anti-terrorism. The delegation also had working sessions with the leadership of the VPC and LCPS, briefing each other the work of its organization and explored the possibility of expanding exchanges and cooperation. 


The visit of the delegation helped promote the friendly cooperation between the CPAPD and the VPC and LCPS, enhance the mutual understanding and friendship between the Chinese people and the peoples of Vietnam and Laos, and also initiated the contacts with the relevant organization of Thailand. The visit was completely successful.

Some Highlights and Impressions

 of Japan World Conference Against A & H  Bombs 

By Wu Kesheng  & Wen Desheng*

At the invitation of the Steering Committee of 2002 World Conference against A & H Bombs, Wu Kesheng and Wen Desheng from the CPAPD attended the international meeting and mass rallies held in Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the related activities. With “ Working Together for a Peaceful and Promising World Without Nuclear Weapons” as the theme, the Conference is also divided into three sub-themes, struggling for early elimination of nuclear weapons and against nuclear war, countering international terrorism and striving for peaceful settlement of international conflicts, and relief and solidarity with Hibakushas and poverty relief.


  The first phase of the conference is the international meeting held 2—4 August in Hiroshima, which was attended by over 60 foreign delegates from 24 countries in Europe, Asia, American and Oceania and 6 non-governmental international organizations as well as about 300 Japanese participants. The meeting also received 7 congratulatory messages from head of 7 countries. The second and third phases of the World Conference were the mass rallies and the related activities held in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 5—9 August. Now some highlights of 2002 Japan World Conference.

Our impression of this year’s Conference is that the speeches and discussions at the meetings mainly focused on the nuclear policy of the Bush Administration. Almost all the participants strongly criticized that the Bush nuclear policy is increasing the possibility of nuclear war.

Mr. Yasuo Ogata, House of Councilors Member, Japan and Member of the Committee of Chairpersons of the Organizing Committee of World Conference against A & H-Bombs, says that “the Bush administration has embarked on a dangerous undertaking. Having followed the path of unilateralism and overwhelming nuclear superiority, it even includes the actual use of nuclear weapons among its options.” “The world is faced with a serious challenge: there are now lower hurdles for using arms and waging war, and even for nuclear weapons.” Councilor Yasuo Ogata appealed to the peace-loving forces throughout the world to stop the U.S. preemptive strikes and its attempt to use nuclear weapons.

 Mr. Horishi Taka, Member of the Steering Committee of the Organizing Committee of World Conference against A & H Bombs, says in a summery at the closing session of the international meeting that in defiance of the voices calling for the abolition of nuclear weapons, the U.S. Government is preparing scenarios to launch nuclear first strikes in pursuit of its hegemonic objectives. The Bush Administration has set out new nuclear policies, including the withdrawal from the ABM Treaty, rejection of ratification of the CTBT and promotion of Missile Defense, all designed to establish absolute, nuclear supremacy.”  “It includes contingency responses assuming nuclear attacks on 7 countries, including non-nuclear weapons states, and recommends the development of small nuclear weapons designed to destroy underground facilities.”  “The problems of ‘terror’ and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction are being used as excuses to trample international laws and the UN Charter whereas these are problems that, by rights, should be resolved through common efforts by the international community”. “In fact, the U.S. is preparing to make pre-emptive attacks which may include the use of nuclear weapons. He also points out that it is an international duty for the Japanese people‘s movements to oppose every step leading to war, to defend Article 9 of the Constitution and to continue to appeal for the abolition of nuclear weapons”. 

The two mass rallies held in Hiroshima and Nagasaki drew particular attention from the media. The mayors of both cities made speeches strongly critical of the Bush nuclear policies. Mayor Tadatoshi Akiba of Hiroshima says, “as a saying goes that “those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it”, the probability that nuclear weapons will be used and the danger of nuclear wars are increasing.” “ The United States government has no right to force Pax Americana on the rest of us, or to unilaterally determine the fate of the world. On the contrary, we, the People of the world, have the right to demand ‘no annihilation without representation’.” “Article 99 of the Japanese Constitution stipulates that the Emperor or the Regent as well as Ministers of State, members of the Diet, judges, and all other public officials have the obligation to respect and uphold this 'Constitution’.”  “ The government is bound to reject nuc1ear weapons absolutely and to renounce war”. The Mayor Iccho Itoh of Nagasaki says that “the government of the United States has unilaterally withdrawn from the ABM Treaty with Russia in the name of terrorist countermeasures, and is moving forward with the missile defense programs. The United States has also rejected ratification of the CTBT, and has suggested the possibility of developing a new generation of compact nuclear weapons, and engaging in preemptive nuclear strikes.” “Other concepts such as the redeployment of many warheads subject to deactivation according to the Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty with Russia, also run counter to the disarmament efforts of the international society”. “The Three Non-Nuclear Principles must be passed into law without delay. The Nagasaki City Council has adopted a resolution calling for such legislation. The Japanese government should embark on the creation of a Northeast Asian nuclear-weapon—free zone, and should clearly present to the international society a posture of non-reliance on the ‘nuclear umbrella’”. 

In accordance with reports by the media, Japanese PM Koizumi labeled the speech by Nagasaki Mayor as his personal view, but Iccho Mayor refuted by saying that his speech represented the opinion of the constituency. 

Mr. J. Gerson from American Friends Service Committee said in his speech “It is now clear that these Cold War retreads—the recklessly ambitious Bush Administration—were leading us into an extraordinarily dangerous period of imperial reconsolidating, aggression and possible nuclear war.”  However, “with conferences, protest vigils, the April 20th demonstration, growing opposition to a war against Iraq, and new energy generated by the recently released ‘ Urgent Call to End Nuclear Danger’, opposition is growing to the Bush Administration’s global military crusade and to its ‘arrangement for the 21st century”. Mme. Rita Lasar, Member of September 11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrow refuted that idea of taking September 11 event a world-changing event by saying that “I often heard in the months following the disaster, the horrible event of September 11 changed the world. It may surprise you to hear this, but I do not think they changed the world. And to the extent that Americans believe that 9.11 changed the world, it is because they do not know much about the world in which they live in.” “ Indeed, I am in my lifetime have never felt the United States to be so isolated politically and culturally as it is today”.


Besides, Head of seven States such as New Zealand, Vietnam, Bangladesh and Malaysia sent congratulatory messages. They expressed their support to the objective of the World Conference and commended the unremitting efforts by the Japanese organizers. Mr. M. Mubarak, Assistant Foreign Minister for Multilateral Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Arab Republic of Egypt, Ms. R. Hussain, Disarmament Ambassador, Malayisia and Mr. Q. A. Quadir, Charge D’Affairs of Bangladesh were also present at the World conference and made speeches. They appealed to President Bush to stop neglecting the treaties and agreements signed and ratified by the previous administrations and the cooperation principles for arms control and disarmament. Six international NGOs such as Asia-Pacific Christian Peace Conference, Women’s International Democratic Federation, International Association of Democratic Lawyers and World Peace Council were also represented. 

Our last but not the least impression of the World Conference is that more young faces were shown at the activities, reflecting the interest of youth in the efforts of anti-nuclear peace campaign. We were deeply impressed by a teen-age participant who demanded to know the reason that Hiroshima and Nagasaki are met with such a bad luck, and wished to learn the historical truth. This is evidenced that there are more and more young Japanese are giving a serious thought to the issue of maintaining regional and global peace today.

(Continued from page 23 )

Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell have registered to set up a Welfare Foundation so that they can help poor orphans. Consequently, quite a number of corporation and individuals have contacted Mr. and Ms. Nesenbell, and donated money or materials to them.

Countering so many difficulties in the work, an American couple come from afar to set up a welfare home in China. Displaying devotion and affection to orphans, they have won great respect and high appraise among the Chinese people. 
* Senior Research Fellow, CPAPD


*  Research Fellow, the Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament
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