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FEATURE ARTICLES

Some Thoughts at the Threshold 

of the New Century

Yu Sui,  Senior Guest Research Fellow, CPAPD

At the beginning of the new century and the new millennium it is quite common for every country or even every person to retrospect, to ponder, to foresee and to plan for the future. The extraordinary 20th century saw the vicissitudes of life and experienced both untold hardships and widespread devastation.  At the same time, it witnessed the creation of splendid wonders. It left much to regret but also brought great hopes for mankind. History is a continuous process. The turn of the new century presents a great opportunity to take a giant stride forward. It can serve as a driving force for people to be more original and creative in making fresh progress. It can fire people’s imagination and firm their determination. 

This paper intends to present, from the perspective of international politics, some views on a couple issues of special concern.

I On the General Picture of the Changing International Situation

 
War and peace are the basic issues of the international situation. Past experience, if not forgotten, is a guide for the future. The major lessons of the two world wars in the 20th century are: The two world wars resulted from rivalry and hegemony seeking. The warring adversaries were not divided along the line of similarities of social systems. The outcomes of the wars ran counter to the original expectations of those who launched the wars and ultimately hegemony and power politics ended in failure.

For many years especially since the end of the cold war people often say that the international situation, in general, has moved towards relaxation. The reasons given by them are: The forces for peace are growing on unprecedented scale. The role of the economic factor has increased greatly. War and military force have become increasingly unpopular. It is possible to put off or even avert a world war. The inter-state relations in general have been established on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence, which have been increasingly accepted by the international community.

It is my view the fact that the general trend of the international situation has turned to relaxation is, first and foremost, due to the reduced momentum of global military confrontation. Moving from tension to relaxation does not mean relaxation has replaced tension in a comprehensive and absolute way. It is still possible within the scope of relaxation there exists certain degree of tension in some quarters for certain period of time. The relationship between the whole and the part, between relaxation and tension is full of dialectics. There is neither absolute relaxation nor endless confrontation. Sometimes, people may have certain doubt about the judgement that the world situation in general has eased up. This is because in some regions frictions and conflicts often erupt, even with great intensity, which can be traced back to the two sources of disasters in today’s world. Globally, hegemony and power politics constitute the first source, whereas regionally, it is national separatism, religious extremism and international terrorism. The hot spots caused by territorial, ethnical and religious factors have, more often than not, the background of hegemony seeking. 

In the foreseeable future, the U.S will continue its quest for the role of the only world leader.  From the global strategy of the U.S, it can be seen that the cold war mentality of a serious proportion still exists. In the new century, American hegemonism will continue, under the pretext that the cold war has ended, to churn out theories of expansionism and aggression such as human rights above sovereignty, which is rooted in the notorious theory of limited sovereignty. In fact the so-called theory of human rights above sovereignty has been employed to justify the wanton use of military force to trample on sovereignty of other countries and seek hegemony outside the traditional regions of defence in the name of humanitarianism and in defiance of international laws, the basic norms governing international relations and the mandate of the UN.

In fact, sovereignty and human rights are inseparable and should be respected equally. On several occasions the leaders of China and Russia have issued joint declarations maintaining that the rights of the people in various countries to chose in light of their actual situation, the social system, the values and the road of development should be respected without any conditions, and that it violates the purpose and principles of the UN to interfere with the internal affairs of other countries under the pretext of humanitarian intervention and the protection of human rights.

National separatism, religious extremism and international terrorism tend to be instigated and used by the outside forces. Therefore, they constitute serious elements that give rise to regional hot spots following the end of the cold war. With the emergence of new nation states after the cold war national expansionism in some countries has grown viciously. Religious fundamentalism has gained ground as a result of religious fanaticism. Terrorism has become a common scourge. With more and more countries concentrating on development, disputes relating to national territories and natural resources have been on the increase. According to the UN statistics, five million people lost their lives in civil wars over the last ten years in the world as a whole. 

In order to contain effectively these two sources of disasters, it is imperative to strengthen the core role of the UN in the international affairs. It is possible and necessary for the UN to become the most authoritative international institution in maintaining the world order and fulfil its responsibility of co-ordinating and supervising the world affairs. It should not be allowed to go beyond or override the UN.

As long as the sources of frictions and conflicts still exist it is hard to get rid of regional hot spots. The adverse effect of regional conflicts or wars on the overall international situation should not be underestimated. But they can not change the general trend of the international situation. To negate the relaxation of the general international situation amounts to negating the fact the peace and development remain the major themes in today’s world.   

It was Mr. Deng Xiaoping who brought to light these two major themes of the times, i.e. peace and development, which are fast unfolding in today’s world. At the same time, Mr. Deng stressed that neither the problem of peace nor that of development has been solved (January 1992). This means that the changing of the major themes of the times, that is from “ war and revolution to “ peace and development is a gradual process. There is a long way to go before lasting peace and steady development can be achieved.  Peace is the prerequisite for development, whereas development is our goal. Development is the top priority. The Chinese leaders have time and again made the appeal that it is important to bring a peaceful and stable world into the 21st century, which entails opposition to hegemony and power politics and calls for averting and eliminating regional hot spots, or at least minimising their adverse effects. This is an essential requirement of peace and development. 

II On the Trend of Multi-Polarization and Globalisation

The world multi-polarization and the economic globalisation are two major trends in today’s world.     Multi-polarization is an objective reality and is in vain to negate or resist it. Economic globalisation is independent of man’s will. It is futile to fear or try to avert it. Multi-polarization took place before the cold war and has been growing after the cold war. In the new century its momentum of development will be maintained. The notion of “ one super power and several major powers” is a kind of description of the present situation of multi-polarization and is not invariable. There is no disagreement that the one super power means the US. The US has vehemently preached a uni-polar world led by it. The definition of the “several major power” means forces or centres of forces that can exert varying degrees of influence on the world. And its number will increase in the new century.  The multi-polarization process has been under the obstruction of the super power. Therefore, its course of development is tortuous. At present, the number of countries that have recognised the multi-polarization or have stood for the establishment of multi-polarity has been on the increased. They include not only China, Russia, France but also Syria, Cuba, Venezuela, etc..

The U.S. relative to the bipolar world in the past and the uni-polar world preaches the theory of polarisation today. There will be a fairly long transitional period before a multi-polar world will be finally formed. Facts have shown the theory of multi polarity of the world has increasingly demonstrated its scientific nature and vitality. 

Existence determines consciousness. It is not surprising there are different views when the world pattern is undergoing transition with some uncertainties. There is one basic principle that should be made more clearly, i.e. the concept of superpower and that of uni-polar world should not be mixed up. It is necessary to get out of the influence of the theory of the uni-polar world of the U.S.

 The momentum of the economic globalization is irresistible. Globalisation has developed together with economic integration and liberalisation on the basis of a high level of the development of market and information. According to the view of Marxism, since its birth capital has called for the internationalisation of production and market. In the Communist Manifesto Karl Marx states “The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of the world market given a cosmopolitan character to production and consumption.” At present, all countries no matter developed or developing has adopted policies that have promoted consciously or unconsciously the economic globalisation. While the developed countries have restructured their economic policies and accelerated technology innovation, the developing countries have adjusted their development strategy and carried out policies of opening up. These two groups of countries have all contributed to the acceleration of economic globalisation. Economic globalisation is a double-edged sword. On the one hand it can quicken the development of the world economy. On the other hand, it can aggravate the imbalance in the global competition. It brings more benefits to the economically developed countries by opening up broader markets for their commodities and investment. But at the same time, it may cause troubles such as the widening gap between the rich and the poor. Developing countries will face some difficult situations, but if they adopt right policies, it is possible for them to utilise foreign capital and technology to further their readjustment of industrial structure and switch to high technology and products of high added value. Opportunities and challenges coexist, it all depends on whether people can utilise them to their advantage or not.

 
The grim fact is that if a country does not integrate itself into the world economy it is difficult for it to achieve big development. The secretary general of the UN has made the appeal that globalisation should be humane. The president of the World Bank Mr. Worlfenson sighed at the current phenomena that the richer a country gets the more selfish it becomes. The developing countries especially need to strengthen their supervision and protection and treat the protection of their economic security as the most urgent task.   What mankind need is the economic globalisation with quality, mutual benefit, peaceful co-existence and a win-win situation for all countries. 

Economic globalisation has created a conspicuous gap between the developed and the developing countries. The gap between the rich and the poor has also been enlarged in the developed countries. According to the Report of Human Development issued by the UNDP, the developed countries with 20% of the world population account for 86% of the world GNP and 82% of the world export, whereas the developing countries with 75% of the world population only account for 14% and 18% separately. The poorest 20% of the world population merely take up 1.196% of the total world income. The per capita annual income in the developed countries is as high as twenty thousand U.S. dollars, even exceeds thirty thousand U.S. dollars while in the poor countries there are 1.3 billion people with a daily living expenses less than 1 U.S. dollar per person. These gaps reflect the negative impact of the economic globalisation.

Poverty is one of the causes, which led many developing countries into chaos and instability. Now, the developing countries want to raise their economic status in the North-South relations as a result of their increased political role in the international affairs. On Nov. 16, 2000 some heads of state expressed the view at the APEC held in Brunei that because of the rapid development of digitalisation in economy in the past year the new gaps between the countries are becoming a reality. In the new century, the world is confronted with the huge problem of how to achieve common prosperity.

III On the Readjustment of the Pattern of the Relations among the Major Powers

After the end of the Cold War, the basic feature of the relations among the major powers can be described as the coexistence of cooperation, competition, frictions and compromise. Influenced by the multi-polarization and economic globalisation the readjustment of the relations among the major powers will be more profound and more complicated.

The role of geo-factor will increase, and the geo-economic considerations will increasingly take precedence over geo-political considerations. All major powers as well as other countries focus their main attention on improving and developing national economy, on enhancing their military strength so as to safeguard economic security and expand economic interests. All major powers are striving to achieve their respective long-term goals and maximising their strategic gains. They have all sped up the readjustment of economic policies, the reform of industrial structures, the promotion of the development of science and technology and as well as the expansion of external economic ties. As a result, economic globalisation and regionalization have been facilitated. But at the same time trade wars have been intensified.

The role and the status of the major powers will be further strengthened. And their internal affairs, such as the change of the president of Russia, and the difficult labour in the election of the president of the U.S., will affect the outside world.  Both antagonism and interdependence will produce much impact on the world affairs. In today’s world, the emergence and shift of regional conflict have profound background of the major powers. The increased role of the major powers can not negate the enhanced status of the developing countries in the world affairs. The readjustment of the relations among the major powers will naturally follow some principles. It proceeds from each other's interests, but respect for common interests should be served as a prerequisite. Healthy bilateral relations lie in the fact that they are not directed against a third party. The rational operation of a trio-angle relationship lies in not playing cards, i.e., not attempt to unite one party to oppose anther party. All major powers should accept dialogue and consultation as solutions to frictions and differences among themselves rather than resorting to force or the threat of force. Of course, one’s deeds do not always match one’s words. In the process of readjusting the relations among the major powers how to deal with hegemony will be a long-term task.

 
The relations among the major powers will be framed into a certain pattern. It is necessary to establish a new type of relations, which is non-confrontational and non-hostile but mutually beneficial. Any bilateral relations will certainly affect a third party and thus create more complicated perspectives, which will both restrain and promote each other’s interests. It is important to maintain a relative and dynamic equilibrium. But it is not easy to achieve it.

The adoption of a balanced national policy has become a kind of trend in policy making for the major powers in the new century. Balanced policies, either internal or external will best serve the national interests and the objectives of those in power. In adapting to multi polarisation and economic globalisation balanced policies will be determined by balanced interests. The starting point of balanced policies is the highest national interests. All countries will try to mobilise all positive factors and avoid all negative ones so as to obtain the maximum interests. Countries in general will follow the principles of striving to become stronger internally and engaging competition and coexistence externally. This is a kind of symmetrical equilibrium. Economic globalisation will inevitably give rise to all-directional diplomacy, which results from inherent balanced relations between the base and the superstructure. For many participating countries, the essence of the Asia European Summit is to seek a balance with the role of the U.S..

For the U.S. which spans across two great oceans and Russia which stretches across the two vast continents, Geo-factors require them to maintain a balance in their foreign policies. The next military budge of the U.S. will reach 310 billion U.S. dollars so as to strike a balance between its economic strength and military role. In the geo-strategy of the U.S. the expansion of NATO and the strengthening of the U.S.-Japan security agreement constitute a kind of expansionist equilibrium. The European Union has vigorously pushed for the integration in an effort to maintain a balanced relationship with the U.S.. At the beginning of its independence, Russia adopted the policy of  “leaning to the West”, which turned out to be a failure. From an opposite perspective, this can precisely illustrate that the balanced diplomacy can best embody national interests and lead to success. Economically, Russia intends to integrate itself into the world economic system beginning with Europe as its first step. At the same time, Russia wants to reduce its dependence on the West. Militarily, it attempts to carry out a limited containment against the U.S. on the basis of a strategic balance with the U.S.. China has accelerated the reform, the opening up to the outside world and the development of her western region so as to attain a balance between her political influence and the level of the economic development. Japan wants to be a world power. Hence, it attempts to strike a balance between its political status and economic strength.

In bilateral relations, the principles of equality, mutual benefits and a win-win situation also reflect balanced interests. In the quest for national interests bilateral relations will not develop normally if there is no respect for the other side. Hegemonism has met with strong opposition because it runs counter to the principle of balanced interests and it stands for the big bullying the small, the rich oppressing the poor and the strong lording it over the weak.

IV  On the Short Term Prospect of Russia

Russia as the main inheritor of the Soviet Union, is the largest country being transformed from one social system to the other. It is also the country with most uncertainties. Therefore, it is quite natural that the prospect of Russia’s development attracts special attention of the international community. People link the future of Russia to President Putin. Although it can not be said that Putin is the only capable man in Russia, he is indeed a rare elitist. Leaving aside the way how Yeltsin chose his successor, Yeltsin added credit to his personal merits as result that he chose Putin as his successor. For us there are two criteria to judge him. Number one: whether his words and deeds are in conformity with the actual conditions and interests of Russia. Number two: how all these will affect China’s interests. In light of the above-mentioned criteria, we have reason to adopt a positive attitude towards Putin and his policies. Since becoming President, Putin has acted in three different ways compared with his predecessor. First, to make changes, namely he has changed the erroneous policies formulated in the Yeltsin years. Second, to maintain stability, as result, the political situation in Russia has now been stabilised to a much large extent.  Third, to move forward, consequently the whole society has advanced, first and foremost, the economy has moved upward. Putin has inherited the readjusted policies of the later period of the Yeltsin years. That is, economically, he has reined in the laissez-faire capitalism characterised by complete privatisation and the shock therapy. Now, Russia has clearer orientation in terms of practising social market economy. Politically, the ideological hostility and organisational attack against the socialist forces represented by the Russian Communist Party have been lessened. Efforts have been made to enlist more and more support from the Russian Communist Party. Putin even sent a message of congratulation to the seventh congress of the Russian Communist Party. Diplomatically, the readjustment has been made to change from the policy of leaning to the West to being all-directional. Now Russia has strengthened its work in the Asia- Pacific region.

The pragmatic nature of Putin’s policies manifests in a concentrated manner the three schools of thoughts now prevalent in Russia today, namely, liberalism, socialism and nationalism. In certain sense, liberalism finds expression more in the economic field, socialism more in  political field, nationalism more in the diplomatic field. It appears that the essence of the development strategy formulated by Putin is as follows: to treat the national interests as the focal point and to regard making the country strong and the people wealthy as the mission, the national spirit as the driving force, maintaining strong political power as the backing to rely on, economic development as the prerequisite, unity of the whole society as the means and the historical lessons as a guide for the future, so as to attain the goal of rejuvenating Russia’s big power status in the world through choosing a path of  development in light of the actual conditions in Russia  and creating a favourable international environment. As Russia takes the national interest as the core interests and the economic development as the prerequisite, it has formulated the foreign policy that ensures its domestic objectives above its objectives abroad. Since taking the office Putin has made Russia’s foreign policy multi-directional and more pragmatic. As it is mentioned above balancing is much stressed, which includes the balance between Europe and Asia at the global level, the balance between Europe and the U.S. in the Western world, the balance between China and India in Asia, the balance between the ROK and the DPRK on the Korean peninsular, etc.. Today, Russia has already elevated its multi-directional diplomacy to the theory of maintaining equilibrium. However, in practice, the equilibrium that Russia seeks to maintain is always relative. In the near future, the situation in Russia can be described as follows: Politically, the factors for stability will gradually increase though some fluctuations may occur. The outstanding problem will be the relationship between the central federal government and the local entities with the problem of Chechnya as the most difficult one. Economically, the growth of the economy represents the mainstream but there will be ups and downs. The key issue is how to restructure the enterprises and to overcome the interference of the financial and oligarchic forces and to deal with the shadow economy effectively. Diplomatically, its relations with other countries will be further improved, but there will still be some troubles, among which the relations between Russia and the U.S. are most complicated. The principle that the U.S. has adopted in dealing with Russia is to weaken Russia’s comprehensive national strengths and squeeze and reduce its strategic space.  The counter-measure that Russia has taken is to confront and resist it but not overdo it, to make compromise but not to lose face.

Putin has brought Russia to a new turning point. In the new century, it is inevitable that Russia will march towards rejuvenation on the basis of good government but the road is long and tortuous. 

TMD and Its Impact on Security

 in the Asia-Pacific Region
Chen Jifeng,   CPAPD Secretary General

The course and future prospects of political and economic development in the Asia-Pacific region bears important impact on the whole world. Therefore, the Asia-Pacific region is a region attracting global attention in the arena of international relations. Especially with the advent of the 21st century, how will the Asia-Pacific region present itself, be it in peaceful coexistence and common development or in mistrust and tense relations or even in armed conflicts with each other, all of which are  important issues of common concern in the world.

For a fairly long period of time since the end of the Cold War, countries in the Asia-Pacific region have  maintained  relative political stability and rapid economic development, and the big powers in the region have made greater efforts to readjust their relations, hence, state to state relations have been improved to varying degrees and the regional hot issues have cooled down at large, either have been settled or alleviated.  In overall perspective, all the Asia-Pacific countries desire to improve relations, thus inter-state relations are basically stable. The regional multi-lateral security dialogues and cooperation in particular are increasingly active, and the multi-layer and multi-channel cooperation of different forms is unfolding step by step. The formation of the pattern in which various forces are restrained by each other contributes to maintaining stability. The preservation of relative peace and political stability helps create sound conditions for rapid economic development in the region. Obviously, this is the positive aspect or the mainstream in the Asia-Pacific region.

However, like other regions in the world, the Asia-Pacific region is neither tranquil nor peaceful. In view of the trend of development, it can be said that the security problems in the Asia-Pacific region are right at the historical crossroads. Especially development and deployment of TMD will certainly produce negative effects on the regional security situation. This has drawn concerns from relevant countries in the region. This paper intends to make some explorations on  TMD and its impact upon security in the Asia-Pacific region.

I. The Intentions of the Development and Deployment of the TMD System

TMD originated in the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) proposed by the Reagan administration. Following the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the USSR, the Bush administration revised SDI into GPALS. After a thorough review of the SDI in 1993, the Clinton administration declared the termination of the SDI era and decided to focus on development of missile defense systems, namely, NMD and TMD. In August 1998, not long after the DPR Korea launched a rocket flying over Japan's territory, the U.S. and Japan reached an agreement on joint research and development of TMD technology. 

Proceeding from their respective national strategic interests and driven by their political, military, security or even economic (military-industrial complex) interests, the U.S. and Japan have made a political decision for the joint development of TMD. What are the hidden motives of the U.S. and Japan?

TMD and the United States(The U.S. holds that there are certain  hostile states or potential hostile states in the world trying to acquire or develop ballistic missiles able to reach and strike at the U.S. territory, the U.S. overseas forces or its allies, which may constitute "global challenges and threats" in the years to come. According to the assessments made in the CIA report in September 1999, the countries that can impose missile threats on the U.S. are mainly  Iran, Iraq, DPR Korea, Russia and China. 

Being the sole superpower in the present world, the U.S. is superior in economy, military, science and technology, etc.. No country in the world is in a position to constitute grave threats to it in a fairly long time to come. In fact,  the development of the TMD system by the U.S. is not only for protecting its huge overseas armed forces and allies, but is also important strategic measures to maintain its superpower position and ensure its absolute supremacy in military technology, contain  big-power adversaries, and weaken countries of concern . 

East Asia is one of the nucleus regions covering the U.S. security interests and strategy. The U.S. is linked to East Asia in various ways concerning its political, economic and military relations and enormous economic interests. The U.S. enthusiastic promotion of joint development of TMD  with Japan and attempted deployment in the region are closely related to its Asia-Pacific security strategy. Traditionally, the U.S. strategy has focused on Europe. However, in the recent years, the Asia-Pacific region has been marked by fast economic growth and constant rise of its strategic importance.  Therefore, the U.S. is intensifying its efforts to push through its Asia-Pacific strategy with  gradual increase of strategic input into the Asia-Pacific region including East Asia. 

In addition, East Asia is a region where the 4 big powers, namely the United State, Japan, Russia and China converge. Right in the region there are U.S. strategic allies of Japan and ROK, and Russia, DPR Korea and China, which are considered as adversaries or potential adversaries by the U.S.. To drag Japan into the joint development of TMD is also aimed at deterring and containing Russia, DPR Korea and China so as to establish U.S. strategic supremacy in the region and ensure for the U.S. the dominating role in regional affairs.   

It is also necessary to point out here that some people inside or outside the U.S. government list issues in the Taiwan Straits as main destabilizing factors in the Asia-Pacific region after the end of the Cold War. Certain American figures even  regard it as source of tension in the Taiwan Straits the measures taken by the Chinese government within its sovereign rights and the deployment of missiles on the mainland. In order to safeguard the strategic interests in the Asia-Pacific region, the U.S. views Taiwan as an "unsinkable aircraft carrier", pursues the principle of "maintaining peace without reunification" in an attempt to keep China separated for a long time to come.  Therefore, by bringing Taiwan into its TMD program, the U.S. can on the one hand render support to Taiwan's defense and on the other contain the military might of China's Mainland so as to obstruct China from achieving the grand objective of reunification.

TMD and Japan(Since DPR Korea launched the Daepo Dong-I Missile in 1998, Japan has become increasingly enthusiastic over the development of TMD. Japan claimed that DPR Korea missiles constitute a thereat to its security.

Being the principal military ally of the U.S. in East Asia, Japan has been placed under the protection of the U.S. nuclear umbrella for several decades. Moreover, the technical competence of  Japanese military forces and the perfection of armaments and equipment of the Japanese SDF far exceed those of the DPR Korea. In terms of missile threat, DPR Korea's  missiles, be their quality or quantity, can hardly constitute a real threat to Japan's security. In fact, Japan's attempt to develop TMD with the U.S. is a manifestation of its political, military and security strategy. As far as Japan is concerned, after attaining the goal of an economic power, Japan has been dreaming to become a political and military power. The adoption of the U.S.-Japan New Guidelines for Defense Cooperation is exactly an action for attaining  the objective.  

In accordance with the definition of  the "events in the surrounding areas" in  the New Guidelines Related Bills adopted by the Japanese Diet in 1999, Japan may provide logistic support to the emergent events in surrounding areas ( for example, armed conflicts in the surrounding areas or the surrounding areas on the brink of armed conflicts and etc.), which may have grave impact on Japan's peace and security. In line of explanations given by some Japanese politicians, the so-called  "emergencies in the surrounding areas" include Taiwan.

Therefore,  Japan's development of TMD in collaboration with the U.S. will enhance armaments technology and maneuverability of the Japanese military forces and provide service to the operations in the "surrounding areas" defined by the New Guideline, and get involved in the affairs of the Taiwan Straits, thus enhancing its role in the regional affairs of the Asia-Pacific and meeting its purpose of becoming a political and military power.

TMD and Taiwan(Taiwan's inclusion into the TMD program is a grave concern to China. China is firmly opposed to any form of inclusion of Taiwan into the TMD system, because this move is an interference in China's internal affairs and  infringement upon China's sovereignty and territorial integrity.

 The Taiwan authorities, changing its ambiguous attitude,  clearly expressed its readiness to acquire the TMD system and related technologies. According to the report of the Taipei Times, Lee Teng-hui claimed  at the  meeting of Taiwan's KMT Central Standing Committee, the installation of the TMD system would not only meet the needs of the present situation, but also conform  "more to the interests of the national long-term development". Lee Teng-hui also claimed, Taiwan would join TMD. In view of the above-mentioned situation, the Taiwan authorities are well prepared to accept the TMD system,  components and  related technologies. The aim of Taiwan's attempt to acquire TMD and related technology is obvious, that is to strengthen the strategic relations with the U.S.,  enhance its military capabilities and resist China's reunification on one hand, and to show to the people on the island its capability to provide "security guarantee" so as to serve its political objective of splitting China on the other.  Just as the Taipei Times bluntly commented,  the TMD system would now help consolidate Taiwan's status in the international community as an  "independent sovereign country".

II. The Negative Impact and Grave Consequences of TMD Development and Deployment on the Security in the Asia-Pacific Region

The development and deployment of TMD in the Asia-Pacific region will generate a series of negative impact on the political configuration, big power relations and security in the region. The main reflections are as follows:

(A) Adversely affecting big power strategic balance in the region. The joint development of TMD sets a new record in the U.S.-Japan military cooperation, surpassing the level of cooperation during the Cold War period, and in fact proliferates the strategic military technology. Following the end of the Cold War mechanism, the relative stable strategic balance should have progressed further. But the development and attempted deployment of TMD in East Asia will be bound to tip the strategic balance between big powers in the Asia-Pacific region, particularly in East Asia, resulting in threats  to security and stability of countries concerned in the region.

Damaging the efforts of confidence building among big powers, bringing about much of new complications and problems for Sino-U.S. relations, Russian-U.S. relations, Sino-Japanese relations, Russian-Japanese relations and U.S.-Japanese relations and deepening suspicion and confrontational sentiments among them, hence, harming gradual progress towards cooperation and security in the region.  The execution of the program will certainly cause a grave setback to the Sino-U.S. bilateral relations nurtured with great efforts by the two countries for many years in the past. With the deteriorating bilateral relations between China and the U.S., the negative influence is self-evident. 

(B) Triggering off a new round of missile arms race in the region. In a sense, TMD is the reflection of lack of needed political confidence in the international relations. In such political environment, development and deployment of TMD by one party will naturally irritate and give impetus to the other party for development, improvement or purchase of more sophisticated missiles.  In addition, the technology for anti-missile system and missile system are compatible and interrelated in many aspects. If necessary, during the course of developing TMD, some of the technology can be used for manufacturing and improving missiles. In this sense, development and deployment of TMD are really a green light to proliferate missiles and missile technology. As far as the functions are concerned, TMD jointly developed by the U.S. and Japan may become components of NMD, and become the "forward position" of NMD in the Asia-Pacific region. In the interests of their  national security, relevant countries can not but maintain vigilance against the development and deployment of TMD and may take counter-measures that each country considers appropriate.

(C) Quickening Japan's pace towards a big military power. In recent years, the Japanese military might has been constantly on the rise and its defense budget now ranks second in the world. The development and deployment of TMD on the Japanese territory can enhance the Japanese capabilities in early warning forecast, information collecting and military quick response, thus creating objective conditions for Japan to move toward a big military power. If Japan becomes a military power, the rightist forces in Japan who have so far refused to admit Japan's aggression committed during World War II will probably gain ground, thus paving the way for Japan to embark on the militarist path. Do Japan's status as a big military power  and embarking on the military path meet the U.S. strategic interests? Will Japan take further steps to develop nuclear weapons at the instigation of the TMD program? All these issues are worthy to be concerned and considered.

(D) Intensifying the tense situation again on the Korean peninsula. The long-time division and severe military confrontation on the Korean peninsula are products of the Cold War. It is gratifying to note  that with the first summit meeting between the leaders of DPRK and ROK, the situation on the Korean peninsula is moving towards relaxation.  However, it is no doubt that the joint development of TMD is an irritant and  a threat to DPRK, and is not conducive to the settlement of the problems. Moreover, it will increase mistrust and suspicion and sharpen contradictions, again making situation on the  peninsula more complicated and intensified.

(E) Deteriorating situation across the Taiwan Straits. Integration of Taiwan into TMD will inflate arrogance of "Taiwan independent" forces to separate the motherland and set up huge obstacles to the grand cause of reunification of China. Once Taiwan acquires or deploys TMD, the Taiwan authorities will come up with erroneous judgements and whip up its boldness and determination for declaring independence. The more the pro-independent forces of Taiwan are encouraged, the more likely the military conflicts will occur across the Taiwan Straits. If the U.S. and Japan get involved in the military conflicts between the two sides across the straits and come into direct confrontation with China, that will result in very severe consequences. Therefore, the inclusion of Taiwan into the TMD system will seriously deteriorate the situation in the Taiwan Straits and jeopardize the security and stability in the whole Asia-Pacific region. Besides, attention should also be paid to sales of PAC-3 missiles and long-range warning radars to Taiwan, a breaking-up-the-whole-into-parts form of including Taiwan into TMD system. China is firmly opposed to it.

The sustained peace and stability in the Asia-Pacific region is of utmost importance, and the only way out is to abandon the Cold War mentality featured by differences in social systems, ideologies, values and economic development stages, to establish new security concept, (namely strengthening of one's own security should not be at the cost of weakening security of other countries) and to actively promote regional security cooperation based on the peaceful coexistence and mutual benefit.  The Asia-Pacific countries should strengthen the multi-channel and multi-form security dialogue, enhance mutual understanding and consensus, and gradually expand  cooperation. In other words, the Asia-Pacific countries should enhance mutual trust in terms of strategy, and continuously push forward cooperation in terms of actions.  Through increasing dialogue and cooperation, Asia-Pacific countries should gradually expand convergence of their national security interests and the regional security interests so that all countries in the region can achieve greater security effects with less cost and establish common security mechanism. The security interests of the Asia-Pacific countries are complex and in conflict with each other. Because of this, countries concerned should proceed from the long-term interests and objective reality and handle the differences coolly and rationally, and make wise decisions in order to prevent the potential elements of contradictions and frictions from turning into real conflicts and to ensure peaceful coexistence and common prosperity and development for all countries in the region.

The Situation of International Arms Control

and Disarmament in 2000

Hou  Hongyu

There was neither major progress nor grim setback in the situation of international arms control in 2000. But the struggles were extremely sharp and the world still faced a grim situation of international arms control. The international forces became even more unbalanced with the U.S. strength expanding and its defense expenditure increasing. The U.S. stubbornly insisted on development of NMD. U.S. President Clintion decided to postpone the deployment of NMD due to technological problems and consideration for the presidential election. Because of waning national strength, Russia changed its policies of arms control by ratifying START II and CTBT and decided to unilaterally cut its strategic nuclear weapons by a big margin. In current international security, the problem of NMD is still the focus of struggles. The struggles between the U.S. and Russia as well as between the U.S. and China are particularly acute. The NPT Review Conference was held in the UN headquarter and the 5 nuclear weapons states undertook obligations to destroy all their nuclear weapons. The CD in Geneva failed to reach a compromise on negotiation agenda and the multilateral disarmament process stagnated. In detail, the situation of arms control in 2000 showed the following features:

I  The Development of NMD by the U.S. Is Still the Focus of Struggle in the Process of International Arms Control

1. The U.S. stubbornly insists on development of NMD.  In spite of facing strong international opposition, the U.S. stubbornly insists on development of NMD. It conducted twice missile intercepting tests and attempted to get broad support for deployment of NMD by making greater diplomatic efforts to sell the idea. On September 1, U.S. President Clinton declared to postpone the deployment of NMD due to technological problems, strong international pressure and consideration for internal election politics. However, postponing deployment of NMD does not mean abandoning deployment. Deployment of NMD by the U.S. is just a matter of time since it is a set national policy.

A. Development and deployment of NMD is a major part of the U.S. national security strategy. The National Missile Defence System Bill signed by President Clinton stipulates that once the technologies have matured, NMD must be deployed. The fundamental purpose of the U.S. deployment of NMD is: （a）to seize the commanding elevation with the help of anti-missile defence and seek global military supremacy for offences and defence to guarantee the U.S. absolute security and deter any enemy, thus consolidating its status as the sole superpower; （b）to counter the missile threats from the  "states of concern"; （c）to counter China and contain China’s limited nuclear weapons and obstruct China’s reunification; to counter Russia and contain the U.S. allies.

The purpose of President Clinton's decision to postpone the deployment of NMD is to divert the attention of international opinion, hence, wining more time to improve the relevant technology, drawing Britain over to the U.S. side to disintegrate the opposition of U.S. European allies, carrying out negotiations with Russia on amending the ABM treaty and making preparation for the deployment of NMD by the next administration. In reality, Clinton’s decision has not affected the timetable for the completion of the deployment of NMD. If the following President finally decides to deploy the system, the U.S. still can complete the initial deployment of NMD in 2006 or 2007.

B. The domestic support for the development of NMD in the U.S. is powerful. In recent years, driven by “increasing missile thre”,“continuous pressure in Congress”and “the gradual mature anti-missile technologies”, there appears a unanimity on development of NMD among government, military and Congress in the U.S.. The vanguard supporters for the development of NMD are conservative think tanks, with the military, arms dealers and the right wing Congressmen sparing no effort to push forward NMD. The U.S. Department of Defence tries to do its utmost to keep the U.S. defence industry powerful, stimulate competition, cut down high costs and raise its ability to develop new generation of weapon systems.

Those who are not in favour of development of NMD in the U.S. are mainly former government officials, scientists and international experts with vision. They believe that the cost of deploying NMD is too high, will lead to unprecedented global arms race, and constitute threat to the U.S. security and global stability. They doubt of NMD’s effectiveness and worry that NMD is unable to protect the U.S. effectively. Meanwhile development of NMD is met with strong international opposition.

2. International Community Strongly Opposes  the U.S. Development of NMD.

As soon as the U.S. put forward the NMD program, it has met strong opposition from the international community. Development and deployment of NMD by the U.S. will violate the ABM treaty, consequently and directly result in breaking the international strategic balance, grimly damage trust and cooperation between big powers, lead to a larger scale global arms race and waste all the efforts the international community has made for decades to promote the process of the international arms control and disarmament, thus seriously jeopardising world security and stability.

Russia and China are firmly opposed to the development and deployment of NMD by the U.S., and have issued a joint statement on the issue. Many U.S. European allies like France, Germany and Italy showed opposition to the U.S. NMD program. At the UN 2000 NPT review conference, the U.S. was strongly criticised by the delegates and the U.S. became completely isolated. 

A.  Russia resolutely opposes amending ABM treaty and development of NMD by the U.S..

In 2000, in order to solve the problem of amending ABM treaty and smoothly implement the NMD program, the U.S. conducted several rounds of talks with Russia and President Clinton also paid a special visit to Russia. But, the contradictions between the two countries remained intact and no substantive progress was made.

Russia does not believe in the argument given by the U.S. that the NMD system is directed at the countries like DPRK, neither does it accept U.S. explanation that the NMD system is limited. Russia believes the NMD system is directed at Russia and China. Therefore, Russia firmly opposes amending the ABM treaty and development of NMD by the U.S.. The ABM treaty is crucial to Russia since it defines the nature of the strategic balance between Russia and the U.S., namely, whether Russia continues to be a big nuclear power on the equal footing with the U.S., or reduced to the second rate nuclear power and possess no status or rights to  consider itself an equal counterpart with the U.S..

For purpose of preventing the U.S. from developing NMD, Russia has adopted both hard and soft tactics toward the U.S.. On the one hand, Russian President Putin publicly states that if the U.S. withdraws from the ABM treaty, Russia withdraws from the START II and INF treaty. This means Russia will not only stop to cut its strategic missiles and may resume the use of the missiles that had been dismantled or are to be dismantled, thus keeping the land-based multi-head strategic missiles which the U.S. fears most. Under such circumstances, Europe will become the hostage of the confrontation between Russia and the U.S.. Meanwhile, Russia speeded up deployment of new-type strategic missiles. On the other hand, Russia has made many proposals for cooperation, trying to disintegrate U.S. NMD program. For example, Russia has suggested Russia and the U.S. would jointly establish a global missile and missile technology control mechanism, and Russia, Europe and the U.S. jointly establish a non-strategic cooperative missile defence system, and declared that the DPRK obligated to give up its missile program on condition that the international community helps it launch satellites, leading the U.S. to lose a major pretext for developing NMD.

B.  China firmly opposes development of NMD and deployment of TMD in Taiwan by the U.S.

As far as maintenance of global strategic balance and stability and the challenge of direct threat are concerned, the development of NMD by the U.S. will damage China’s strategic security interests and severely weaken China’s limited strategic deterrent force. The U.S. may even use NMD to blackmail China. In the Asia-Pacific region, providing Taiwan with advanced TMD by the U.S. will lead to U.S.-Taiwan military cooperation, de facto military alliance, set off unprecedented setback for Sino-U.S. relations or even military confrontation, and provide pro-independent forces with sentiment of security, hence, obstructing China’s reunification. The joint development of TMD by the U.S. and Japan actually is mainly for fending off China and Russia and extending the strategic space of China and Russia.   

Therefore, China firmly opposes the development of NMD and amendment of the ABM treaty by the U.S.. China has served stern warnings to the U.S. on its development of NMD in bilateral and multilateral diplomatic occasions. 

C. U.S. European allies not in favour of development of NMD. President Clinton made a special visit to Europe to peddle its NMD program to its allies and achieved little. Europe’s opposition to U.S. development of NMD is mainly as follows: Europe worries that the NMD program may set Russia and the U.S. off discontinuing implementation of the existing arms control agreements, Europe may face direct threat of strategic weapons; the U.S. develops NMD in order to protect itself while the European countries do not have such a protection, so“the principle of equal risks”shared by NATO members will be shattered, and NATO responsibilities to Europe security will inevitably be weakened. The relative consensus opposition of NATO member countries in Europe to the U.S. development of NMD suggests that, with the deepening process of European integration, differences on the issue of security between the U.S. and Europe may expand in the future.

II  Russia Tries to Gain Initiative in Process of Arms Control and Disarmament due to Its Weakening Comprehensive National Strength

Russian Duma has ratified START II and CTBT. Russia declares that it will unilaterally cut its nuclear warheads to 1500. The Russian measures have not only promoted the restart of the stagnated nuclear disarmament negotiation between Russia and the U.S., but also won initiative in the process of arms control and disarmament. The reasons that Russia took such measures are as follows: Firstly, to ease its national budget pressure. Because of sharp fall of comprehensive national strength, Russia shall shoulder heavy economic burden if continuing to maintain its huge nuclear arsenal. In the future, possession of 1,000 to 1,500 strategic nuclear weapons is enough to guarantee Russia’s security. In addition, cutting nuclear weapons by a big margin, Russia can reduce defence expenditure, upgrade its conventional weapons, raise Russian army’s salary and stabilise the military morale so as to strengthen combat capability. Secondly, to promote international arms control process and start the negotiation of START III as soon as possible in order to restore strategic balance between Russia and the U.S.. Thirdly, to prevent the U.S. from developing NMD. While ratifying START II, the Russian Duma also attached some conditions linking Russia’s commitment to the implementation of START II with the U.S. unconditional observance of the ABM treaty. All these efforts are aimed at compelling the U.S. to abandon its NMD program.

III  NPT Review Conference Was Held and Nuclear States Obligated to Thoroughly Eliminate Their Nuclear Weapons

NPT Review Conference was held in the UN headquarter. The conference mainly discussed the issues of the universality of the treaty, nuclear non-proliferation, nuclear disarmament and nuclear free zones, but achieved no substantive progress.

A vast number of developing nations and non-governmental organisations strongly demanded the big nuclear powers to eliminate their nuclear weapons, actively implement arms control measures like“interim steps”and “fissile material cut-off”. Under strong pressures, the conference reached a very important agreement, namely China, Russia, Britain, France and the U.S. issued a joint statement, in which the five nuclear powers will continuously honour the obligation stipulated in the NPT treaty and make efforts to realise the goal of thorough destruction of nuclear weapons through negotiations. The five countries are determined to take forward-looking measures to safeguard international peace and security and will continue to make joint efforts with the developing countries to ensure the process of the NPT review a success. The conference adopted a final document, in which the nuclear weapon states undertook a clear-cut obligation to freeze nuclear tests before the CTBT going into effect and increase transparencies of nuclear capabilities. With these achievements, the contradictions between the nuclear states and non-nuclear states were eased. This NPT Review conference will exert important influence on development of the future nuclear disarmament and the efforts of non-proliferation.  

IV  Korean Missile Problem Eased

The situation on the Korean peninsula changed dramatically, with the realisation of North and South summit, President Putin's visit to the DPRK and the improvement of relations between the DPRK and the U.S.. In the field of arms control, the DPRK suggested that it would give up the missile program with conditions attached. The DPRK leader indicated to President Putin that if the international community helps it launch satellites, the DPRK would give up its missile program. The DPRK also indicated to the U.S. if countries concerned compensate it for the losses, the DPRK would stop exporting missiles. Although Korean missile problem between the U.S. and the DPRK has not entered the stage of essential negotiation and bargaining, the DPRK missile problem has become further eased. 

V  Increasing World Military Expenditure Exerted Negative Influence on Global Security

In recent years, the process of world arms control has suffered setbacks, especially that the U.S. insists the development of NMD and the outbreak of Kosovo War raised the military role in trans-state relations, generated new momentum of world military expenditure increase and exerted negative influence to global security.

In order to seize global military commanding elevation, the U.S. successively increased its military expenditure from 276.2 billion U.S. $ in 1999 to 289 billion U.S. $ in 2000, and it’s military expenditure for 2001 reached to 305.40 billion U.S. $. The absolute figures of U.S. defence budget and the increasing rate also grew year by year. The U.S. defence budget recorded new high since the end of the cold war and this trend seems to stay for some time to come. With improvement of national economy and the outbreak of the Chechen War, Russia’s defence budget has increased from 2.1 to 3.5 percent of its GNP. India greatly expanded its defence budget by 28% from 10.5 billion U.S. $ in 1999 to 13.5 billion U.S. $ in 2000. India is investing a huge sum of money in developing its nuclear weapons and missiles and recently signed a huge arms contract with Russia for an aircraft carrier and advanced warplanes and tanks, which will intensify the arms race in the sub-continent. Besides, Europe and ASEAN countries, Japan and ROK are also increasing the national defence budget. Viewing continuous increase of military expenditure in the world, there still exits many unstable factors in the international security environment and the process of international arms control and disarmament still has a long way to go. 

 (Hou Hongyu is a CPAPD researcher)
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NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

China Implements 

Western Region Development Strategy

It is known to all that implementation of the strategy for the western region development with an eye to accelerate development in the central and western part of China is an important component of China’s modernization drive, a major decision by the Communist Party of China for the new century following an overall consideration of the whole situation in China, and a major national development strategy of the country to restructure regional economy and narrow the gap of economic development between different regions. Being of great economic and political significance, this strategy will exert profound impact on the future of China.

Last year witnessed the first year of the implementation of the western region development strategy, a brief introduction of which is as follows:

In addition to one municipality, the western region of China embraces 11 provinces and autonomous regions, namely Chongqing municipality, Sichuan Province, Guizhou Province, Yunnan Province, the Tibet Autonomous Region, Shaanxi Province, Gansu Province, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, Qinghai Province, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region and the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. The above-mentioned area covers 57% of land, 25% of cultivated land, 56% of grassland and  36% of forests of the whole country, while its population only accounts for one quarter of the whole country. Being a vast, broad and mysterious landmass, the western region of China is rich in natural resources compared with that of the eastern region. For instance, with rich energy resources, various climates and special species, this region has a long history in agriculture produce with regional characteristics. The wool and sundry grains from the west, cotton, fruits and honey dew melons from Xinjiang, tropical and semitropical crops from the Southwest, and tobacco leaves from Yunnan all have long enjoyed a reputation. Meanwhile, the western region abounds in tourist resources and has a distinct advantage to develop tourist agriculture. However, owing to factors such as geographical and natural environment, economic foundation and history, etc., the western region has been a comparatively backward area in the economic development.  

Putting forward the famous strategic plan, namely the “two overall situations”, Deng Xiaoping held that the eastern area should be the first to develop, then assistance would go to the backward regions. “One overall situation” is that the eastern coastal area speeds up opening to the outside world to achieve a quicker pace of development while the central and western areas should take this overall situation into account. The “second overall situation” is that when development along the east coast reaches a certain level, for example, by the end of the 20th century when the whole country achieved a living standard of being fairly comfortable, then more endeavours will be made to  help the western region to spur development, and the eastern coastal region should also be submissive to this overall situation. 
In June 1999, President Jiang Zemin put forward general principles of accelerating western region development, i.e. “to integrate western region economic development and social progress with the maintenance of social stability and the enhancement of solidarity of all ethnic groups, to integrate western development with realisation of the strategic objectives of the country’s third-stage development, to gradually increase support to the western region through allocation in terms of transfer payment on prerequisite of  stable increase of the country’s financial strength, to push forward the co-ordinated development of the population, resources, environment, social and  economic progress in the western region through different phases and with specific objectives, on the bases of giving full play  initiatives of the western region itself and by providing policy guidance and attracting input of domestic and overseas investment, technology and human resources.”

Last October, when making report on explaining the Proposal for the 10th Five-year Plan on the National Economic and Social Development, Zhu Rongji, Premier of the State Council accentuated that western region development is an arduous historical task based on the thoughts of “two overall situations” by Deng Xiaoping. While the western development strategy being implemented, emphasis should be placed on infrastructure construction, ecological and environmental protection and construction, and the development of science & technology and education. Efforts should be made to speed up the projects of transmitting gas and electricity from the western to the eastern region, which will constitute a strong driving force for the western development. To recover some farmlands with forests and pastures and to protect ecological environment of the head-streams of rivers are an eternal lasting cause concerning sustainable development of the western region and even the whole country, thus special endeavours should be made to ensure success.   

During present period and some time to come, the key tasks of western development are as follows: to speed up infrastructure construction, to enhance protection and construction of ecological environment, to consolidate the rudimental status of agriculture, to readjust industrial structure, to develop tourism with distinctive characteristics, and to develop science & technology, education, culture and public health.

Last December, having formulated policies and measures on the implementation of western development, the State Council issued a Notice. The Notice detailed the principles on drawing up concrete policies and priorities to support, the policies on increase capital input, policies on improving investment environment, policies on expanding opening up within China and to the outside world, policies on attracting talents and developing science & technology. These are the unified policies and measures promulgated by our country.  From January 1, 2001, the western region will enjoy many favourable policies and measures on capital input, investment environment, opening up within China and to the outside world, science & technology, education, etc..

According to the Notice, based on the above mentioned policies and measures, the Western Region Development Office of the State Council will race against time to study and promulgate detailed rules and field guidance together with concerned departments, which would be put into operation after ratification by the State Council. The governments of different levels in the western region should implement the unified policies on western region development projects according to the said rules of the central government.

The Notice emphasises that the above-mentioned policies and measures will be applicable mainly for 10 years to come. The western region development strategy will be further perfected as being implemented. All these policies, measures and detailed rules will be put into operation from January 1, 2001.

As stated in the Notice, for a certain period to come, the key tasks to implement the western development strategy are as follows: to speed up the infrastructure construction; to enhance protection and construction of ecological environment; to consolidate the rudimental status of agriculture and readjust industrial structure; to develop tourism with distinctive characteristics; and to develop science & technology, education, culture and public health. Efforts will be made to ensure a good beginning by making a breakthrough on the construction of infrastructure and ecological environment within 5 to 10 years’ time. By the mid-21st century, the western region will be turned into a new area characterised with economic prosperity, social progress, stable livelihood, ethnic solidarity and more beautiful mountains and rivers. 

What should be especially pointed out is that improving the ecological environment of the western region is a top priority for western region development. As stated by Tian Fengshan, Minister of Land and Resources, the improvement of the ecological environment will not only be propitious to the localities, but also benefit the country as a whole. Minister Tian pointed out that as one of the priorities, within 10 years, 50 million mu (1hectar=15mu) cultivated land on more than 25 degree mountain slopes will be totally re-covered by forests and grass. After several decades’ efforts, the western region will be covered with more beautiful mountains and rivers, and people all over the country will see clearer sky and rivers.

With an aim of improving the ecological environment in the western region, the central government is making efforts to readjust the structure of fiscal expenditure. Xiang Huaicheng, Minister of Finance said at the International Seminar on Global Environmental Funds and Ecological Environment in Western China convened on May 22 last year, the state will increase investment for the protection of ecological environment in the western region from 7 billion yuan (RMB) last year  to 12 billion yuan this year. According to Xiang Huaicheng, the 12 billion yuan allocated by this year’s budget is mainly for the protection of natural forests and the construction of ecological environment, including the control and prevention of desertification, and the investment will reach 100 billion yuan in the coming 10 years. The leaders concerned from the State Development Planning Commission, the Ministry of Water Resources, the Ministry of Agriculture and the State Environmental Protection Administration introduced measures of each department on ecological environmental protection in the west. Representatives from the Global Environmental Funds also expressed readiness to support China.

In addition, according to relevant regulations of the State, the food-grains, subsidies for seeds and saplings and cash subsidies needed by projects to return farm land to forests and pastures, to protect the natural forests, and to control desertification approved by the State will mainly be paid by the central finances. Certain subsidies will be given to the local governments by the central authority to make up for losses of revenue inflicted by the above-mentioned projects.

There are still some other measures on the environmental protection in the process of western region development as follows: the policy on planting trees and grass on barren mountains and uncultivated land and returning farm land to forests and grassland is that one who actually does the job and the management enjoys the rights to use the land and the rights to own the trees and grass. All kinds of economic organisations and individuals may apply for the rights to use the state-owned barren mountains and uncultivated land according to law to engage in ecological protection works so as to restore the coverage of forests, grass, etc.. When construction investment is available and the work for forestation is ready to start, the rights to use state-owned land may be acquired through remising, with the remising fees being reduced or exempted. The rights to use the land will not change in 50 years, can be extended at the end of the term and inherited or transferred with compensation. Redemption should be made according to law when the State takes back the using rights of land for the sake of national construction.   

Unified management should be enhanced on water resources with strict enforcement of the system of planned use and distribution of water to promote the rational utilisation and development of water resources. The rules to charge urban sewage and garbage disposal should become universal with the money collected only used for sewage and garbage treatment. Efforts will be made to protect the water resources on the upper reaches and headwaters of rivers and prevent pollution in these areas.

As for those 15 categories of seriously polluting small-scale enterprises forbidden to further operate specified by Rules of the State Council on Environmental Protection, and the small-size thermal power stations to be closed or ceased operating and the small glass-making factories, small cement factories, small oil-refineries and small iron and steel plants needed to be straightened out as demanded by the State Economic and Trade Commission, none of them is allowed to be listed as a project in the western region development.

The local governments should reinforce supervision and management on the 15 categories of seriously polluting small enterprises and their eliminated equipment, which were closed or banned operating according to the Rules of the State Council. To the 15 categories of banned small enterprises and the eliminated equipment, the local government departments in charge of environmental protection and of economy and trade should set up and implement a system of registration and destruction of eliminated equipment. Specific ways and measures to destroy the equipment should be worked out and the equipment is forbidden to transfer to the western region. Regarding transfer of wastes, the Notice demands the localities to strictly abide by the rules of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Prevention and Treatment of Solid Pollutants; to strictly implement the decrees on reporting and ratifying the transfer of solid wastes; to enhance the comprehensive use of the wastes, formulate and implement preferential policies on the use of the wastes, strictly control the transfer of the solid wastes, forbid dumping, piling up and disposing solid wastes from other countries. Environmental and administrative departments in provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities in the western region should strictly control solid wastes entering each administrative region, and strengthen supervision.    

A RELIGIOUS CULT IS UNIVERSAL ENEMY OF MANKIND

Monstrous Crime of the Falun Gong

In the evening of 21 January 2001, the New Year eve by the Chinese lunar calendar, the Chinese people, having re-furnished their living quarters with red lanterns and immersed in festival joy, happily greeted the advent of the first Spring Festival in the 21 century. However, just during this enjoyable and gratifying days, and beyond imagination of the ordinary people, some Falun Gong addicts collectively committed suicide by setting themselves on fire at the Tiananmen Square in Beijing, the national Capital. In flames, some were screaming: Falun Dafa Scripture is the charter for mankind, some were shouting: I am for eternal completion, and I am going to heaven. There are seven participants in the suicide, among whom, two were prevented from setting themselves on fire by efforts of the policemen on duty, one died on the spot and four suffered serious burns. Right after the fire was put out, the wounded participants were taken to the best hospital specialising for burns treatment to receive the emergent Medicare. Beijing government officials asks the hospitals concerned to treat the 4 self-murderers at any cost and try best to save their lives. Medical teams composing of well-known burns experts were formed by the concerned hospital authority, which had special wards prepared and the Medicare was given around the clock. After the medical first aid for several days and nights, the 4 Falun Gong self-murderers are out of the shock period. According to the medical leadership, the body conditions of the 4 Falun Gong self-murderers have stabilised after all the efforts from the doctors, but they are not totally out danger due to their large-area burns and very serious conditions. 

Among 4 for the attempted suicide, two have particularly won sympathy and much regret. One is Chen Guo, a 19year-old university undergraduate, who is in her prime years. Another is Liu Siying, a 12-year-old pupil. Chen Guo was a pretty girl, studying at the Chinese Central Conservatory, known as the cradle for the Chinese musicians. According to her teachers, Chen should have a promising future since she posses music intelligence. However, after setting herself on fire, she suffered burns covering 80% of her body, among the burns 50% is third degree. Her two hands were badly injured and her face distorted. A promising artist suffered such a destruction because she was seduced to a evil pit by the Falun Gong cult. Liu Siying used to be a lovely girl, promising and lively, and a top pupil in her class, was very much appreciated by her teachers and classmates. However, she who was following her Falun Gong die-hard mother into the “nirvana” to become a “Falun Gong Princess” , now is suffering 40% extensive burns and inner injury.

Both Chen Guo and Liu Siying followed their mothers to exercise the Falun Gong. Why did they participate in the collective suicide? Please listen to what Liu Siying’s Falun Gong-mate at the age of being her “uncle and aunt” told her: the fire will not hurt you and only flash through you, and you will reach the nirvana at a snap of a finger” , “the nirvana is a fantasy world, where you will at least become a Falun Gong princess and be attended by many servants”. After the attempted suicide, Liu Siying answered a few questions from a reporter: “Why did you want to set yourself on fire?” Liu replied: “going to nirvana”. “Where is the nirvana?” “No idea.” “ What it is like?” “It is a fantastic community, gold can be seen all over the place and the roads to nirvana are paved with gold”. “Why should the roads be paved with gold?”  “ It was said so by my Falun Gong aunts  and uncles”. “Why should you fail to reach there?’ “My mom cheated me.” Unfortunately, in the afternoon of 17 March, Liu Siying was suddenly getting very ill, and died at the 19:45  in spite of  first-aid by doctors.

The incident of the Falun Gong exercisers’ collective suicide took the Chinese people by surprise. But what is more surprising is that Li Hongzhi, the evil ring leader of the Falun Gong, who has been “teaching” his Falun Gong disciples to “care for no life or death”, “ to go to nirvana for eternal completion,” has abandoned them relentlessly. After the incident, Zhang Erping, the Falun Gong spokesman in the United States and Jian Hongzhang, a Falun Gong leader in Hong Kong in separate interviews parroted each other by saying: The collective suicide has nothing to do with the Falun Gong, those who had attempted for suicide are not Falun Gong practitioners. The two claimed that the “collective suicide is hand-produced by the Chinese government.” However, the personal experiences given by the attempted self-murderers are hard evidence. Liu Baorong, one of the attempted self-murderers, having exercised Falun Gong since October 1995, testifies that “every one of us knew why we were in Beijing’, “ were ready to commit suicide and go to heaven for some time.” As for the reason why they set themselves on fire, Liu Baorong quoted Li Hongzhi as repeating in his articles and speeches: There are still some people “isolating themselves”, if I remain isolated, I shall never reach my “eternal completion”. Liu holds that “the eternal completion” is to go to nirvana, a beautiful thing completed in a flash without any feeling of agony”. Therefore, she chose to participate. Liu Yunfang, another attempted self-murderers told reporters: We were well prepared for committing suicide and stepping into the nirvana.” All the self-murderers came from Kaifeng, Henan Province. In  line of their own explanations  before coming to Beijing, they had well schemed and prepared for the suicide. They together fixed the time and place to meet and order the train tickets. Arrival in Beijing, there were people meeting them at the train station and arranging their accommodation and also helping them with the well-organised preparations for the materials and actions the self-murderers need to take for the suicide …

Talking about the Falun Gong cult, please listen to self-murderers. The following is the questions and answers between a journalist and Liu Baorong: “Now, do you still believe in nirvana?” “A sheer cheat..” “How do you view life after this attempt?” “Life is precious and valuable indeed, and should not be given up easily because of belief in some body.  Li Hongzhi is now enjoying himself in the U.S., but we are here suffering, It is totally absurd”.  “How do you look at the Falun Gong after so much happened?” “To exercise Falun Gong destroys oneself and others, and brings calamity to the country and people. We should wake up the sooner the better.”

Because of suffering from very serious injuries, Chen Guo could only answer a few questions from a journalist by nodding her head. The journalist asks: “Do teachers and classmates love you in the primary school?”  Chen nodded her head. “Have you ever exercised the Falun Gong?” Chen nodded her head again. “Do you want to resume the exercise of the Falun Gong in the future?”  Chen shook her head. “Are you regretted?” “Yes”,  she said with great difficulties due to the bad burns.

After the attempted collective suicide committed by the Falun Gong addicts, the people with good-will all over the world have better understanding of the evil nature of this cult, which is out and out anti-human, anti-science and anti-life. But it is regrettable that some U.S. Congressmen attempted to make Li Hongzhi a nominee for Nobel Peace Prize. That is shocking. Many Chinese people feel angered and puzzled and wondered: Li Hongzhi is completely the same as the ring leaders of the infamous cults like David Jones in the U.S., and the infamous cults Aum Shinrikyo in Japan. What is their hidden motive for nominating Li Hongzhi a candidate for Nobel Peace Prize since he is the ringleader of the Falun Gong cult? The Falun Gong cult has induced the disciples to “have eternal completion and ascend to heaven” by setting themselves on fire, has misled many followers to have taken their lives, created agony for many families beyond description and produced such bloody incident in the human civilization of today. Can peace—the loftiest word in the human history---be so easily blasphemed!

Religious Leaders Condemn Evil Cult

Leaders of the five major religious groups in China have denounced Falun Gong and proposed launching a campaign to combat the evil cult. The leaders spoke out at a forum organized by the subcommittee of Ethnic and Religious Affairs of the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC).

At the forum, Dao Shuren, vice-chairman of the Buddhist Association of China, called on all Chinese Buddhists to actively fight against Falun Gong. Dao read out a letter issued by his association to expose the shamelessness and viciousness of Li Hongzhi, the ringleader of the cult, and called on all Buddhists to resolutely fight against him and help maintain social stability.

Leaders of other religious groups expressed their indignation about Falun Gong in response to the proposal of the Buddhist Association of China.

"Falun Gong has completely betrayed China and become a tool for overseas enemies to sabotage our national stability and security," said Fu Tieshan, chairman of the Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association. Fu added that as Falun Gong's "natural enemy," all Chinese religious groups should unremittingly fight against the cult.


Evil cults and religions have essential differences in their attitudes towards life. In sharp contrast with Taoism, which treasures life and promotes social welfare, Falun Gong deliberately aims to deprive innocent people of their lives, said Min Zhiting, chairman of the China Taoist Association.

Han Shenggui, vice-chairman of the Islamic Association of China, said that what Falun Gong has preached goes absolutely against what religion means.

Accusing Falun Gong of imposing spiritual control over innocent people and causing serious damage to society, he stressed that Falun Gong is absolutely not a religion, but an out-and-out evil cult.

Catholicism encourages its believers to take a positive and optimistic attitude towards reality and life, while Falun Gong preaches that the world will perish.  This simply serves to confuse its followers' minds and dominate them spiritually, Ma Yinglin, secretary-general of the Chinese Catholic Bishops College, said.

Li Hongzhi is a wolf in sheep's clothing, whose true nature will be exposed to the public with little effort, Deng Fucun, Vice-chairman of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement Committee of Protestant Churches of China, told the forum.

There are many benevolent and beautiful qualities deeply rooted in humanity, which are being seriously distorted by Falun Gong, summarized Ding Guangxun, honorary chairman of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement Committee of Protestant Churches of China. Ding stressed that if Li HonLyzhi's fallacies prevail, the world will suffer regression in terms of human history and development.

FROM DOMESTIC PRESS

People at home and abroad condemn the hegemony

of the United States in the plane collision
The U.S. Government should make an apology to China.


"It is a serious violation of international law and China's sovereignty. The U.S. Government should take full responsibility and make an apology to China. However, it has whipped up opinion and made unwarranted charges against China, reflecting its complete hegemonic aspirations, " said Ma kei, member of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference National Committee at a symposium yesterday.


Ma improvised a poem condemning the behaviour of the United States and expressed his belief that the Chinese Government is handling the matter appropriately to maintain the country's State sovereignty and interests.


Ho I at Seng, a Standing Committee member of the National people's Congress, said that the Chinese people cherish the friendship with the American people and make efforts to develop normal diplomatic relations between the two countries, but friendship and respect should be established on the basis of equality and mutual exchanges.

Ruan Guoqin writes a letter to President Push


Ruan Guoqin, wife of the missing pilot, says in her letter to President Push that, Wang Wei is everything in my life. His parents cannot afford the loss of their son; my young son's father; and my husband. As I was writing to you , I cannot hold back the tears that are blurring my eyes.


 As wife of a Chinese fighter pilot, I hope, more than anybody else, that everyone will cherish peace and life, that everyone will offer love to others so that the misery of war, parents' loss of their children, wives' loss of their husbands and sons' loss of their fathers will not recur in the new century.

Time magazine poll indicates the U.S. is responsible


Voices demanding that the US Government apologize to China for the Sunday midair collision between a Chinese and US military plane are growing louder in both countries.


An Internet poll conducted by Tim magazine revealed that 77 per cent of those surveyed believe the United States is responsible for the incident.


The poll, with a question on "Who do you think is most to blame for the US spy plane crash?" attracted more than 153,000 participants.


The poll results show that the explanation offered by the US Government cannot fool the American public and others around the world.


In fact, the results called into question the baseless accusation made by the US Government that it was the Chinese plane's aggressive interception that directly led to the tragedy.


The American Government's ignorance of China's demand for an apology has testified to their arrogance in handling international affairs.
Opinions on the New Japanese History Textbook

Zhang Haipeng, chief of the Institute of Modern Chinese History of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), said the Japanese rightists revised the textbook to gloss over its aggression.

"The compromise from the Japanese Government to nationalists and rightists not only severely hurts the feelings  of Asian people, but also threatens the long-term interests of the Japanese people themselves," said Zhang, a CASS research professor.

The textbook describes Japan's invasion of Asian countries as an "advance." It also reduces the 1937 Nanjing Massacre, in which historians say at least 300,000 Chinese civilians were slaughtered, to an "incident" in which 'many" Chinese were killed.

Only one of the eight books shows the Japanese invasion mentioned sex slaves, women who were brutally taken from China, the Korean Peninsula and other Asian countries by Japanese military forces during the war.

Zeng Jingzhong, another professor with the CASS, said the invasion history of Japan in 1930s and 1940s was full of atrocities.  Nevertheless, nationalistic historians in Japan claimed existing history texts are too "masochistic" in acknowledging Japan's wrongdoing, he said. Chinese historical research shows the Japanese invasion from 1937 to 1945 resulted in 35 million civil and military casualties and US$560 billion in losses in China.  Japanese troops killed as many as 600,000 civilians in East China's Jiangsu Province alone during its invasion of China, historians say.

Sun Zhaiwei, a research fellow at the Jiangsu Academy of Social Sciences and an expert on the Nanjing Massacre, disclosed his new findings in a book titled "The Atrocity of Japanese Invaders in Jiangsu."  Sun based his calculation mainly on statistics jointly compiled in February 1948 by the government, the Temporary Parliament of the Jiangsu-Anhui Border Area and the Federation of Relief Societies for the Liberated Areas.

The statistics indicated that more than 200,000 people were killed in areas to the north of the Yangtze River in Jiangsu during Japanese occupation from 1937-45.

Other statistics, compiled in December 1938 by the puppet government in Jiangsu, say 83,600 people were killed by the Japanese in areas to the south of the Yangtze River between 1937 and 1938.
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