[image: image1.png]Peace

June 1990
No. 18

CONTENTS

FEATURE ARTICLE

The World is not at All Tranquil
Disarmanicnt has 2 Long Way to go

Qian Qichen
OPENING UP TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD IN
1989 Jiang Bo

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES

Allending an Tnternational Conference in Adon
Xu Wenming

My lpression of Laos
Niu Qiang
PRIZE-WINNING ARTICLE FROM TIIE
YOUTH AND PEACE ESSAY CONTEST
Fricndship Brings Understanding
Hou Xiaohong
NEWS IN BRILT
The Second Reijing Arms Control
Scminar
Peace Mountaineers Team
Third Peace Cup Singing Contest Among
Middle School Students

INTRODUCTION TO THE MEMBER
ORGANIZATIONS
Soong Ching Ling Foundation

13
13




[image: image2.png]FEATURE ARTIGLE ————————— e memmmrmrmemem e

The World is not at All Tranquil

Disarmament has a Long Way to Go

The Chiness Foreigo Minister
Ofan Qichen pointed al ot the
United Nations Conferenve on
Disarmoment that. the world is
neither trouble-free nar ranquil,
disarmament 3s faced with heavy
tasks and has @ long way 1 80,
so there is 10 teason for us fa
sleep peacehlly.

At the %0-Country Disarma-
ment Conference in  Genova,
Foreign Minister Oian sald the
1980s that hed just passed
witnessed tremendous changes in
the world, While sornc progress
had been made in such arcas as
relexation of tension in the mili-
ary sphere and in the disarma-
ment process, tivalry betwicn
different forces in the world,
hig power interference in Uk in-
ternal affuirs of some countris
und the never-ending tension and
turhulence in some regions which
had extremely acule complexities
could not but cavse concern.

Te said dhat along with the
changes in the world situation,
dne to demands raised and com-
mon efforts made by many coun-
tries,  especially Third World
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by Qian Qicken

connteies and small and medium-
sized_countries, worll disarma-
et had moved ahead somewhat
in rocent years from ifs long-
standing stagnation, and some
preliminary results had been
achiced n the  disarmament
effore.

Under  worldwide  populer
pressure and duc (0 heavy fingn-
clal burdens and ecamomic difl-
caltics, some progress hiad been
made in the bilalcral arms con-
trol negotiations between the
two smporpowiers, the  United
States and the Soviet Union,
so the TNF wreaty had been reach-
d by them. The biluteral nego-
tations on the reduction f stra-
wgic nuclear and chemical wea-
pons and of canveniional forces
in Europe were moving furward
step by sicp.

However, Qian Qichen stress-
sd that this progress was prefi-
minary and Tmiled, that there
was still a long way 10 go as far
a8 disarmument was conoerned
ond that there were mumerous
ohstacles and difficulties on the
way abead,

Having taken the strategic
weapons  negotiations  between
the Tmited Stules and the Soviet
Union ss an example. bu: puinted
out that even if the two super-
powers halved their stralegic
arsenal, they would sl poswss
over 90 percent of all the nuclear
weapons in the workd, which was
more than enough to destroy
munkind several times over.

He forther poinscd out that
the weapons megotiations be-
tween the United States and the
Soviet Union af prosent focused
mainly on the question of quan-
ity but ignorcd that of quality,
that the amms race hetween the
twao countries had not come to a
genuine hall, but had turned more
to the quelitative aspect. The
United  Stetes and the Soviet
Union were spplying the most
sophisticated scientific and tech-
nologica) achievements to the de«
velopment of space weaponry.
This would inevitably extend the
current arms race on lond, at sea
and in the 8if 1o a new amna —
omer space, thereby adding a
new threat to world pesce.
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culae that many of the justified
wishes and demands of the Third
World and of simall and mediu-
sizad conntrics on the question
of disarmament had not been
glven duz atondon. I the cues
of some big powers, multilatesal
disatmament offorts were not fo-
garded 2 inportant, Consequen-
dy, in the mulfilareral field,
progress on a number of impor-
tant’ disarmament questions was
nat satisfactory. In recent years,
thete had been obvious attenupts
o shill_the prossurc vt the
Third World by exploiring such
Issues as conventional disarme-
menl snd the prevention of
ouckear and chemical weapons
prollferation.

Tn onder to fmsure that disar-
mament moved in the right direc.
tion, he relierated:

—The two svperpowers that
possess the laegest arseals bear
o special tesponsibility for disar-
manent; they shotd nor aaly
slash the number of their arma-
ments, bul lso compleiely sop
their qualivative arms raco:

— They chould withdraw all
Ui armed foraes  stationed
abroad and remove al their mili-
taty bases from forsign soil;

Al US. -Soviet disarma-
ment agresments must contributc
to the meintenance of intems-
ol psce and suability without
prejudicing the intstests of any
thitd country.

— Al countries, big or small,
strong or weak, enjoy equal
tights on the question of seurity
and are itted to trke part in
the discussion and settfement of
scourity and disarmament ques-
tions.

— Disurmament: <fforls on a
hilateral or small-scale basis are
welcume. However, they should
not replace global-svale; multita-

teral disatmament efforts. Al
these efforts should promole and
supplement one another.

Taliing about the Chinese posi-
lion o disarmament, Minisior
Qian said it was an importan
pact of China's independent
Toreign policy for peace to oppuse
the anns race and stive for disar-
mutncnl. Tr had always heen the
Chinese view that the arms face
in all its manifestations shoull be
helled.

Ile said ther China had all
along stoal for U cormglete prer
hibifion and thorough destruction
of nuclear weapons., Practice had
shown thal to achicve this oboe-
the  United States and the
Sovier Union, which possess the
latgest vuclear arsenads, should
assume & special responsibility
and obligation to take the lead in
halting the testing, production
and deplayment af nuclear wea-
pors and drastically cut alf types
of fuclear weapons deploved ac
home and abrosd, ‘These wore
the tangible conditions for con-
vening a broally reprosentative
international  conference  on
nudlear disarmament with the
participation  of uelear-
weapon stats.

Qian hoped that the United

Al

Suates and the Suviet Union
would, thrungh  negotiations,
effectively  cul al Teast 50%
of their  enarmovs  nuclear

arsetals. All the nucleur weapuns
thus cut should be destroved and.
the puclear warheads duty dis
pased of. The reducrions should
not be confinzd snercly 1o the
nucleur weapons on heir respec-
tive teritories and in Europe, but
should #lso include those deploy
ed by them In the Asian and Pa-
sific region

Mo proposed that at the Con-
ference on Disarmament, nego-

tiations should be started at the
ealest date fos the conclusion
of an inicrnational agrosment on
the non-first use of nuclear wea-
pons under Agenda — Preveation
of Nuclear War, Bucausc if all
countries posseseing nuclear wea-
pons undertogk nol o be the
first to use nuclear weapons, that
in Tiself would be a highty effec-
five momare for the prevention
of nuclear waz and a powerful
impetus o the nucleor disarma-
ment process.

Now it was high time to con-
sider another imporiant measure
for the provention of muckoar
war, Le. all nuclear-weapon sta-
tes thal hed deployed nuclear
weapons abroad, particularly the
United States and the Soviet
Union, should withdraw all these
weapons to theis own erritories.

‘ouching upon the issue of
provanting mucliar weapon pro-
Tiferarion,  Minister Qian an-
bowncd that Ching was now
giving Cavorable onsideration to
attending as an obseryer the
Fourth Review Confeence of the
Partice # the, Treaty on the Non-
‘praliferation of Nuclear Weapons
seheduled for the eoming Augast.
Fur the purpose: of maintaining
world peace and promating the
security uf a1l nations, China did
ot odvovale, SHEOUIARE Gf 6N
gage in nuclear proliferation,

Rogarding he iwue of
suclear test bat, he said that
China had always exercised he
atmost restraint and  prudence
towards nuclear tests and bad
conducted only a very limited
number. W wauld <ontinoe to
do so in future. 1t veas vur pusi
tion that the objective of a cuin-
prohensive  nclear test ban
should be reached in the contex
of an cifective nuclear disarma-
ment process. The United States
and the Sovict Union had con
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[image: image4.png]docled the most nuclear tests,
therefore, they had the obliga-
ton 1o take the lead in halting
all myelear lests und in carrying
out nuclear disarmament, so us
w create conditions for a com-
prehensive ban on nuclear tests.

China was ready to join in the
work of the Ad Hoe Commities
on a nuclear (est han a3 soon s
it was established by the Conic-
rence on Disstmament. ‘The
Chingse experts and departments
comerned were studying the
technical apucts of snd poshive:
Iy considering participation in e
ceperiment of interaational soi
mological dats exchange, 50 as to
accumulate experience for_the
fuiure establishment of an effec-
tive international verilication me-
chapism for & comprehensive
nuelear lest ban.

As regards the process of con-
ventional disarmament, Ministor
Qian held thar countries which
possessed the Targest conven-
tiunal arsenals should assume a
special responsibilily. The early
conelusion of an agrecment be-
twien them and the other mer
ber states of the two major mil
lary olliances on the drastic re-
duction of cosventional lorces
would contributc o peace ond
seoutity in Europe and in the
world s a whole, Meanwhile, alf
counteies should be encouragid
to make greater cfforts and take
oonerate actions tw sdvance con-
ventional disarmainent to the ex-
tent that their secotity and ne-
cessary defence capabilities were
guaranteed,

For years, China hud worked
for conyentiona] disarmament by
aking concrete aciions,  From
1985 (o 1987, China unilatcrally
cut its forees by one million
men. I terms of the namber of
troops, thi was the largest disar-
mament move the world witnes-
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sed in the 1980s.

Concerning the question of
troops stationed and  military
buscs ser up abroad, Minister
Qian pointed out that China op-
posed the slatloniag of troops and.
the establishment o military
bases on_foreign soil by avy
country. Now it was high tlme
to drastically reduce all troops
stationed,  millitary boses esta-
blished and =1l types of weapons
deployed on foreign soil uniit
thir completeremoval. China
beld that @il forcign agaressor
troops and accupation armics
anywhere in the world should be
wirhdrawn immedialcly without
any preconditions.

He expecially pointed out that
not long ago an armed invasion
of Panama was leunched. [This
Ameritan et of oggression had
drawn condemnation from peo-
Pl throughout the vworld.

Tio swid tha the naval amns
race berween the superpowers
nal anly Invalved nulear and
conventiont weapuns but also
affected peace on the scas and
e, us well as global security
and stabiliy. Even today, the
specter of he  anachronisic
“gunboat policy” still_menaced
some small and mediumsized
countrics from time o time,
Therefore, in the proccss of
disarmament one canld not but
devoty sttention W daval arms
seductlon. 1t was our view that
the United States and the Sovist
Union should swp Forthwith
their nuva) orms expansion and
substantially reduce theit navics.

On the issuc of chemical wea-
pops, Minister Qian held that
this year and nest would be of
vital importance fo the negotio-
tions for a convention on the
complere prohibition of chemical
weapons. The United Statos and
the Soviet Union had already in-

dicated the intencion to cut their
chemical weapons by a big mar-
gin. This was a welcome develop-
ment. Bal, Ok key 4o the final
solution of the problom  of
chemical weapons lay in the total
destruction of existing chemical
weapons at the carlical datc by
the countries possessing the Jar-
gt chomical arsemals  and,
‘moreover, in their refreining [rom
producing or developing new
types of chemicel weapons, China
had always been for completo
prohibition and thorough de-
struction of chemical weapons
With zegard 1o the verification
regims in the future convention
on chemical weapons, the Chi-
nese basie position was; W are
in favor of an effective, reasona-
ble and feasible verification 1o
gime under the convention, in-
cluding challenge inspection. In
the meantime, we maintain that
challenge inspection should not
go hoyond the putposes, objec-
iives and scope of the conven
tion, and that any abuse must b
stricrly guanded ageinst.
Regarding the question of in-
ternational  weapons  transfer,
Oia said that China had slways
been prudent and wesponsible in
the matter of the cxport of wea-
pons, and fhat the volume of
such exporl was estremaely bmit-
wd. Tn this connection, the prin-
ciples we strictly lallowed werc:
(1) 1t should be canducive to the
strengthening of tho legitimate
defence capahilitics of the coun-
tries concerned. (2) It should be
condugive fo the minienance
and promotion of peacs, sccuri-
4y and stahilily i the regions
concerned. (3) The export of
swcapons is 1ot 0 be used as 1
means of intorfering in the ln-
ternal affairs of other countrics.
Minister Qian hoped that other
sountries would follow the same
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China was in favour of the
reasonabli: regulation and resteic-
tion of interaationsl arms
transfer. If the Unilcd States, the
Soviel Unin and some NATO
and Warsaw Trealy countrics,
whote atms fransfers accounted
for uver 0% of the world*s total
could take coucrote and effec-
tive self-rostraining measures, it
would undoubtedly contrihute to
the enhancement of world peace
and security,

Minister Qian said that we at-
tached importance fo the sela-
tionship between disarmament
aud development. But il was not
enough just 1o depend on disar.
mament for safeguarding peace.
What patticularky moriled the at-
tention of the international com-
muity was that in Inteestale te-

Tations, there were sill frequent
cases of interference in the in-
temal affuirs of other countri
by political, ceonomic, cultural
and ideologionl mesns, and of
pushing for peaceful evolution in
other conniries by force. Hoger
monlom and power  politics,
though repeatcdly rebuffed, stub-
boraly refused to quit the histo-
vical scene. The sovereisaty, io-
dependence and sceurity of many
countries, small end weak coun-
irics in partiular, were still
subject Lo wrious threats. There
would be o tramquility in the
world if this issue remaiocd -
settled.

Minister Qien Finally poiared
out that safeguarding global se-
curity and ensuring the common
progress of all countries were the

most important goals for the
1990s, and indeed for the 21st
century. To attoln these goals it
was imperative in internalional
relations uriversally to abide by
the Five Principles of metual
rspect for sovereignty and terri-
torial integelty, mutual nonagg:
ression, nonnetfetence i each
other's internal affairs, equality
and mutual benetit and peaceful
coexisience, On this basis it was
essential o establish a fust and
rational pew international poli-
tGeal ordor and sconomic order
that conformed to the funds-
mental intetests of all countrics.
Thiv was the way to effectively
safeguard world peace and the
securily of al] vountries, and to
provide a solid foundation for
the cause of disarmament.

OPENING UP TQ THE OUTSIDE WORLD IN 1989

Tiang Bo

The secand session of the Sevcath Nationat
Peaple’s Congress concluded on April 4, 1989.
‘When this cotrespondcnt stepped out of the Great
Hall o the People at about 5 o'clock in the after-
noon, the setting sun bathed Tienanmen Squate
in golden splendour. Here tourists and Bofjingers
strollul contented and reloxed and everything
seemed 50 peaceful aid Lranquil. Who would have
thought thal only a few days later. .

A year has elapsed. Tn this stormy yeat from
Aptil 1989 10 March 1990, numetous events ok
place in China, in the world, and in history.

What progress has wrr openingup policy—
the only way (o build up our cotatry and improve
Tiving standards - made in iis unusual year?

The Americen MGM Trade Corporation
bought an area of 3.3 square kilomcters in the
doveloping districts in Tianfin, with the right of
wse for 70 years, and plan to make an investment
of US$ 3 billion. This is a big transaction;

The American Panda Automobile Halding
Company signed & contract for & huge project
involving the investment of US§ 1 billion to build
an automoile city in Huizhou Guansdong Pro-
vince. This is the biggest. vantae of wholly foreign
investment in China;

A project much looked forward o by Shang-
hainese, the construction of the No. 1 sec-
tion of the Shanghai Subway was starled, with @
loan of US§ 300 million from West Germany,
the Unitcd States and Vrance;

The communications salcllite “Asiasat 17,
which fins altracted world attention, was Iaunched
&t the Xichang Launching Base in Aprils

In 1989, 5784 “three capitall” ventures were
approved, @ drop of 2.7% from the year hefore.”
Hawever, the agreed amount of foreign capital
reached USS 5.6 biltion and the actual investment
reached US$ 3.3 biflion, an increase of 5.6% and
4.1% respectively over that of the previous year.
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[image: image6.png]The mamber of huge projects each with o foreign
investonent of & hundred million US dollars ex-
ceeded that of any previous year; the number of
nowly approved ventures of wholly loreign invest-
ment exceeded the grand total of all the provious
sears; the crporl value of the “three capitol”
venrures was US§ 3.59 billion, twice us much as
a year belore.

Five special ceonomic zones - Shenzhen,
Zhuhei, Shantou, Xiamen and Hainun - ulilized
US$4.2 billion of foreign capital, making up 1/4
of China’s total; their foreign cxchango earnings
through cxports accounted for 1713 of those of
the whole country; the tots) export value produced
in Shenzhen was US$ 2.17 billion, railing anly
Shanghei in forcignexchange earnings; the total
industrial output value Jn th fuar SEZs of Shen-
+hen, Zhuhai, Shantou and Xiamen amountcd (0
USS 215 billion.

In 1989, the volume of our foreign trade
reached an ll Lime bigh. According w statisties
provided by the Ministry of Forelgn Liconomic
Telutions and Trade, the volume of import and
export trade talalcd USH 8155 billion, wirh tx-
ports amounting to US§ 43.28 billion, a 6.5%
incroase over the previous year, und rosuling
in a trade surplus of USS 5 billion. .

Tt s, indeed, a miracle to have achicved such
successes in facc of unprecedented pressure and
dilficulties. Today, ame yar later, reviewing all
thse micagles and, what is more, the tremendous
changes since Chin opened up 1 the oufside
world ten years ago. we cannol but to think about
what the opening up process has implicd?

On this globe inhubilcd by humen beings,
aut of cvery five inhabitants one ix Chincse; of
the (ofal lang arcn, one_out of every fouvicen
square Kilometers is in China; in imernational

ade, onc oul of every fifty US duflars is wsed
in trading with China; one out of every fifty US
dollars in the global GNP is produced by the
Chingse (in lorms of the par of purchasing power,
one out of overy twenty dollats is produced by
the Chinese). Though undeseloped, China oc-
cupies # devisive position in the “villuge of
wankind”,

Without Chinese woolong tcs. the Tapanese
would be very disappointed o the tea tabl
without Chinese silk, there would be regiet in
the world clathing industry; without China's cs-
sntisl importation, there would e & surpius of
world prain, and some equipment. nl installa-
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tions would be left uiused; without China’s con-
sumption, such companics as Fuji, Kodak and
Coca Cola would lose a big share of the market;
without China’s cheap labour, some corporations
from certwin counlries might have to close
down. ... In & word, without the heavy weight
of China on the scales, the world economis
equilibrivm would be tilled, epostally In this
present turbulent time .. ...

Having gone through o century-long period
of hardships and & tenyear turmail, the Chinese
people have chosen the road of opening up to
the outside world, This is an irresistible trend
of history. The Chinese Peale have bencfited
from the process.

Wirhout opeving up, our eountry’s notso-
bright present economic situation would be evea
grimmers refvigerators and washing machines, etc.
would not have found their way into ordinary
Touseholds 0 zapidlys our TV sets and films might
still be black-and-whiie; people would still be
wwearing clothes of threc ud and monotonous co-
Tours; much industrial technology might remain
at the swme Tevel 29 in the 50°5 and 60 ... -

Currently, the volume of our lorcign trade
comslitutes over 23% of the GNF; “Three capital”
enterpises make up 3% of all state enterprises;
and the Chinese economy is now irruversibly link-
up with the world econom;

Precisely becanse of (s, our leaders re-
peatedly stressed last year that the wpcningrup
policy, the contract system in foreign trade and
the policy for special ceunomic zones would all
renuin unchanged. Our government Tuowercd the
exchange ral: of RMB against foreign currencies
by 21.2% 50 as to better meet the requirements
of vur farcign economic and trade. activities: we
have actively worked an revising the law concern-
ing: Jolnt ventuses using Chinesc and Forcign in-
vestment, making it clear that there would be
no tme limit for their operaion period, these
anlorprises would wot e nationalizad, and
foreigners could asume the office of chairman
of the board of directors; we hae becn sriving
cnthusiastically 10 accede ©© GATT, aud have
started paying foreign duhls in suict observance
of Ihe ugreements.

Everyon, having noticed these changus
and the progress in our openingup process in
the past year, will not find it herd to come to
the following conclusion: the doer to China is not
dlosed, on the conteary, it is opening wider: ralher
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are stronger; our pacc af spening up has speeded
up instead of being halted.

Common interest impels peaple 10 sick com-
mon ground. This is the basic reason for
Clina o advance toward the rost of the
wotld, and it is alsa the key I cnabling the resc
of the world 10 move toward Ching.

Tiowever, in the pusl ycar, #il has not been
exaetly the same and unchanged a5 before. And
our uperningup policy has been facing new pro-
blems and new opportur

Tt has 1o he acknowledged that there have
beon changes in the Interaational unvironment for
our openingup process. On the one hand, the
wotld cconomy has been developiny, steeily; ih:
volume of inteinationat rade has been constantly
growing; the division of Iabour in new industrics
s continuing; a latge quantlty of forcign flaating
capital is eagerly laoking for outlets for invest-
ment. This is 4 golden opportunity for us to
Further open up. On the other hand, for political
reasons, western eountrics are still imposing some.
“economic sanctions™ o us: some [oreign

businessmen will adopt the waitandsce attitude
toward China; the aumber of overseas lourisis
visiting China has decreased (last year, the forcign
exchange camings from tourism were down by
USS 400 miltion from that of the year befor);
particulacly, huge lozns pramised long before by
sotm international financial otganizations and de-
veloped countries have not been forlhcaming to
dale. As a result, the construction of some of
our hey projec has sufferéd greatly. ‘The crusial
Issus for ux it fo seize opportuniries, adopt
measutes oud wlber: 16 principlos, so as 10 over-
come sanctions.

Wilh irrofutsbl facts known to al, last year
proved, as did the Jast fen years, that opening up
u the autsids world is the unavoidable choice i
China s ta move toward prosperity and develop-
ment. Today, having experienced last year's dis-
turbances, we have gained a deeper and firmer
understanding of this conclusion - thus it is
Gortain Lhal our openingup process will progress
at a more determined and steady pace in the fu-
e

NTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES®———m cr e o mroeeee

Attending an International
Conference in Aden

At the beginning of the 1990, we were pleas-
wd to participate in the Internaiional Conference
for Peace, Seourily and Cooperation In the Red St
arca, the Persian Gulf and the Tndian Ocean
region taking place from January 20 to 22 in
Aden, al the invitation of the Afro-Asian People’s
Solidarity Organization and the Peace ond
Solidarity Council of Democratic Yemen. From
the freezing cold of Beljing ta Lhe soorching sun
of Aden, we nol only felt the drastic chaoge in
lenperatire, but we were also warmed hy the
wefcome we tecelved Irom our hosts and the
participants i the conference.

Through the conference, we gained the feel-
ing that the Third World countries, incloding
Chins, shared 2 common fate in the past and ar:
facing similar problems now. The people of

Xu Wenming

these countries have the common aspiration 10
seek a solution to these problems. In particular,
they aim to safeguard peace and stability in the
country, the region and the world, in order to
crigage in construction it a biy way within cach
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people’s Viving swadards.  Theough exchaniges,
we learned & lot and made many friunds, which
ereated conditions for further exchanges

Scores of delegates Mrom more than 30 cout
tries and international organizations purliipated.

Delugates focused on the impact of military ihreat
and regional conflicls Lo peace and security in the
Red Sea area, the Persian Gulf and the Tndian
Ocean reyion, and explored solutions to these
problems.

Delegates held hat the threat 1o peace and
secutity were manifested as follows. 1) Tho
prosene of forcign troops and military bases in
these 7egions Doses 4 threal to peuce and security
and breeds the danger of war. They pointed aul
that the United States maiptaned the largess
military forces and mast of the military bases in
the regions, while britain, France, the Savicl
Union and other countris also malntatned military
forces and bises in certain wnmivics of (he re-
giuns o & varying degree. 1t is still fresh in peo-
ple’s minds that in the e of “protecting the
rcedom of navigation”, the warships of the U
ited ftatcs and other big powers tmade a show of
military might and camricd bricon ierlesence
inlo the Gulf during the Iran-Iraq war period.
2) Nuclear woapons carried by the US warships
that sail in these regions and sbout 200 nuclear
weapony possessed by Lsrael constitute a muclcar
threat o theee regions. 3) The emergence of re-
ionsl conflicts are either cavsed by contradictions
between nations or states left ovet from history or
Dy the coloniatist policies of “
AL proscnt, although certain regional conflicts
have tended 1o relax, (he implementation of
policies of aggression and expansion by Turacl
Posx a serious threat to some countsies in the

&

region, 4) with the assistance of the Lnited States,
South Africa and ollier westrn cauntrics, Tsrcl
‘has carried out pian for & mass arms build-up in
order 1o gain vegional military supremacy, and
this i the ool of the urms race in e rgion.
5) The econoraic stagoation, the heavy deht
burden, and the poverty of the people in many
countrics in thuse regioms represont. the  non-
militaty threal 10 peace and securicy there, Do
Jegates also criticized cenaln westem counirics
for intefering in the Tormulation of ceonomic
policies of the developing conntriss through the
imaruational litancial institutions

Fo safeguard peace snd suearity in the regions
concerned, the conference issueed the following
appeals and suggestions: A call 10 all states con-
cerned to consolidate their couperation in veder
w lormalute an alternative development strategy
aimed at collective sell-refiance and South-South
cooparation; & plea that they should resolve sone
flicts and dispules through peaceful meaus; a call
to the (nited Nations to play # positive fole in
resolving regional conflicts; a demand for the total
eliminarion of maclear weapans and the dismantt
ing of forelgn wilitary bases in the regions; u
comdemnation of the lsrackSouth Africa axis
vhich threatens peace, independence and security

e region.

The conforince was convened in the midst
of various acrivities conceming the unification of
North and South Yemen. The lcadership of both
Yemens hutd that unilication reflects the aspira-
tion of the Yemeni people. Tt is both beneficial
to wgional seeurity and conducive 1o the
safeguarding of world poace. In otter 1o promotc
unification fthe Peace and Solidarity Councils of
North and South Yemen have taken the firet stup.
They have scheduled 4 wnification meering for
somotine s year and will clect a leading
organ,

In the course of the conference, the leader-
ship of the Peace and Solidariry Couneits of bot
Yemens received us. Through our exchanges,
wmutual understanding and friendship were prosmot-
ed. After the conference, al the Invitation of the
Peace and Salidarity Council of the Yemen Arab
Republic, we visited Sana'a, Through vur visit
10 both Yomens ,we were greatly impressud by
the glorious ancient culture of the Yement people
and by their industrious and courageous efforts
in building their countries under difficut condi-
tions.
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My Impressions of Laos

in the middle of last December, 1 visiicd
Laos for one week on th delegation of the Chi-
mese Peaple’s Association for Peace and Lisatm
ment. At that time, it was already winter in B
jing and the weatkier was bitterly cld. B in
Taos it was Ihe most beautiful season of the year,
when everywhere was gieen and the weather was
pleasant. 1t tock about one hour 16 M1y fremm Thai-
land ta the Baidsi Airport in Taos. Our host,
Vice-President of the Souvannata Thasegnavong
was at the airpart 10 meel us. A cornrad pres
ed u howguet of Howers to Lin Huaxvan. the
head of the delegation, to express their warm
welcome. This was the lirsL tine hat the Chincse
puacc vrgamization had sent  delegation to visit
Laos, an indication of the establishment of fotmal
zelations between the peace vrganizations of he
two caunirics. During the visit, the delegation
was cordially met by Mr. Sali VongKiamsao, Vice-
President of the Councll of Ministers, and Mr.
Thomgsevath Khayhaamthethoune, Acting Foreign
Minister and Acting Ditector of the mtemnational
Ligison Departmenl of the Loo Parly Central
Committce. The delegation had friendly discus-
sions with General Singkapo, President of Lao
Comumitece for Peace, Salidarily and Friondship
with the People.

The Laa people are hospitable and stighi-
farward. They show deep friendship towards the
Chinese peaple, a friendship which was forged
during our long term struggle against foreign og-
gressian and in the construction of our two coun-
tries, in which we suppotted and co-operaied with
cach other. During our visit, we huppencl to
meet an old man, who spoke 1o us when he got
to know that we were Chinese. He excitedly
reealled the names of several Chisicss comradey
with whom he had worked in the fiberated areas
of Laos some twenty years ago. One member of
the delegation knew them, The ofd soldicr was
eager to know how each of them was now. When

Niu Qiang

we left, he held our hands and ssked us Lo canvey
bs regards 1o them. When we visired Luang
Prahang Province, our host showed us a picture
of himself with Chinese workers, who had helped
Lags 1o build u highway. H had treasured the
picrure for 15 years. 1Te recalled with great emo-
fion the scenec ar that time when he hud shed
sweal and Blood fagether with Chinse worksts
in building the highway leading from the Sino-
Lao border to Luang Pralsang Provinee. We luarne
ud that there were three colors in the national
flag of Laos: red, white and blue. The red stripes
at the top and batiom represcnt the blood shed
by those who died for fiberation, the white
circle in the centre reprasents the goodwill of
the Loo people nd the broad blue stripe in
the middle rupresents the vich nalural resources
of Lacs, ‘Theso nafural resources arc rich indecd.
Pefore th war sgainst foreign oggression, she
had 17 million hectares of forest, and now 112
million heolares semain, on about half of the
total tesritory of Lavs. The famous icak, chestout
and red sandalwood grow there. On a visit o
the famous dam un the Nom Er River, we saw
countless dead tees in the water.
watorlogged becowse there was ot sufficient
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manpower © process  them. It Is estimated
tht the Torests can be cus for sen years at the
prosent rate of 20 to 30 thousand cubic metres of
limber per year. The Lao governmen: pays a
groat uitention to the protection of (he forest
resauroe although it is veey rich. Strict regulations
weee Iosued not long ago to forbid unplanncd
lumbering. Tuos is also rich in mineral resaurces,
such as gold, fin, coal, potassium, gem stonow,
gypsum and natural gas. A potassium deposit of
sevesal billion tons hus heen found near Vientianc.
These deposit have not heen fully exploited for
the benefit of (he people due ta Tack of capital
and technology. The Tao government sincerely
wishes Lo devslop economic couperstion and trade
with different countries on the asis of equality
and mutual benefit. Dur Lao hosts asked the
posce delegation on seversl occasions (o bring
back their withes for cconomic cooperation with
China and 1o inform the departinents concermed.

Laos hugan its economie reform and upening
1 the outside world in 1986. The cconomic re-
form aits (0 develop the natral cconomy as @
commercial umc of inultlforins, with deslaping
the productive forces as the: major task and agriol-
tun o the basis. ‘The opening L ke oulside is
aitmed at broadening ils cconomic relations. with
Toreign countries for the purpase of importing
forcign capital, technology and advanzed manage.
ment methods. The economic seform and open-
ing to the outside has achicved some preliminary
resuley i des Jast o0 years under the Teaderstip
of the People’s Revolulionary Party of Laos head-
ud by General Secretary Kaysona Phomivihana.
Because the farmers now have decisionmaking
pover in production and teade, theis enthusiasm
is groally caised, “They are encractically enlarging
acteage of grain, [ruit and other cash crops, de-
veloping animal hushandey and _establishing
various inds of commercia] nctworks and econ-
o sectors, wuch as individual husiriess and the
businesses jointly owned by the public and in-
dividusts.  The free markets n the clties and
countryside are praspering. Hete the supply of
agricullural and sideline products is sutficient and
thete s o goerd range of light industrial produsts.

most of which are imported from Thilend, but
prices arz reesonble, Our host in Luang Prabang
told us that econamic development has paod pro-
spects, and people are xulaxed since the removal
of rigid planning and sdminstration.

I tegard 1 opening to the oursidc, 2 faw
on forcign capital investment in Laos was passed
In July, 1988, along with detailed regulatioss.
Moanwhile, A Commiice for Managing Forcign
Capital, with the President uf the Council of
Ministers Kaysona Phomivihana as its heud, has
hecn catablished. ‘The Committee has alrcady
examized and approved some 70 projects involy-
iug Torelgn capital of about USS 50 million, of
which about 70 petcent has come from Ahailand.
The number of inleenational organizations with
# braacl offioe in Vientians has grow to 10 lcoa
2 in 1988, Tre Luang Prabung had teotived
mote th 2000 forcign visitots by mid-December

since it was opeved 1o taurists eatlier in 1989,

The wononds reform and opening fa the
outsids have mot only brough viality to the
cconamy il 10 society a5 8 whols hul have also
brought some probloms and difficulties, such us
& serlous shortage of capital for construction and
& large amuuat of commodities deper

import. etc. Acconding 1o slatistics compiled by
a Unitd Nations' agency in Laos, the budgetary
deficit surpossid LSS 100 million in 1985, sad
inflation smerged.  Although sarc progtess has
been meile in abxonbing foreign capiral. This can-
not et foede. We were wid [rankly that there
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of foreign capital. The first is that the infrastruc-
tore i weah the transportation in particular, The
second is that Laos has not signed any guarantacs

will ke cauntries concerned. The third is that
the laws on foreign investment arc incomplete.

While opening 1o the outside, Laos puts
great stresx an the leadership and building of the
party and opposes a pulti-parly system. AL its
8th plenary session Inst October, the Peaple’s
Revolusionary Parly put forward six principles
such a5 adhering to the socialist mad cte. om the
basis of the countries realities. Qur host told us
that the purpose of thes: principles was (o ensure
that the reform and opening to the autside wunld
make progeess more steadily. He added that they
wete going 1o hold their Oth plonary scssion in
1990 to sum up their work of the 15 years since
the founding of their country, in order to adhere
to the reform and opening fo the outside while

Zhu Shanging,
Mr. Ted Turner,
SQCIETY in My 11th, 1990 and had riendly exchange
of opinions on matters of commun concer.

procceding from the actusl poliical and ceonomic
sitvation. The Leo government also pays great
atiention 10 resisting the Import of naggression
of pornagraphy. Last August, orders were issued
demanding that leaders at different levels and
of departments. concerned block the imporl and
spread of pomographic products. Meanwhile,
measurcs have been laken Lo sieengthen controls
‘on the import of foreigo fitins and videtapes, and
privaelyrun  restaurant and  entertainment
Business ave beon regulated.

Our short visit was like Jooking at Fuwers
from horseback it made a deep and vivid impres-
sion on us. The Lao people are already an the
wath of refonm and of opening to the ourside world,
and the eounlry i becoming prosperous and
strong, cooperation with foreign cowntries is
inercesing, people living and  working in
peace and contentment an the socicty 3s sable.
Therefore the future for Laos is bright,

e President of the CPAPD gt with
Chainman of the BEIIER WORLD
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ESSAY CONTEST--

Friendship Brings Understanding

Hou Xiachong

T work n the library of the Beijing Unl-
versity. Often after work, I stroll along the
Nameless Lake shining with the reflection of a
pagoda. Thers 35 a white marble stele at the
Iakeside marking the tomb of M. Lidgsr Snow,
Uhe American Ieiend of the Chinese people.

During his youth, Mr. Snow taught at. Yan-
Jing University (now Beljing University.) He used
to regard his Chincse students as sincere fricnds
and formed o profound friendship with them.
He foyer the beautiful Vanjing campus. AU dusk,
ke and s first wife used to take a walk along
the fake, In accordance with his witl, bis widow
Tois, in 1975 selicted # vise by the takuside us
the site of his tomb.

Though Mr. Snow has left us forever, his
friendship for ws Chiness young people will
always remain on the Yanjing Campus. As Mr.
Snow wished, young people from many cotntries
come to stwdy here twilay Thuy arc
secking knowledge and friendship on this beauri-
ful campus,

On the Bejjing University campus, wo can
aetaslly sce these scenes today:  students of dif-
ferent colowrs poing fo the clawsrooms (o attend
classes or strollivg along the shady paths, just
v i they were Drothers and sisters. During
festivals. many foreign studenty g0 on oulings 10
the suburbs, with the Chinese students and cnjay
the humtifal scencty together. Some forsign
students are invited to the hames of Ueir Chinese
classmales and enjoy intimate talks.

I frequently see Chinese and forciyn students
sitting together in the fibrary solving difficulr
problems fhey heve encountercd In thelr study.
Whenever the foreign students have difficully in
boreowing books, Chinese students even those
they do nat kniw, enthusiastically help them

12

Tocate the index cards, and the library staff always
swarmly offee them all passible assistance. After
borowing a book, a Soviet filend told me,
“Besides my molhee tongue, Russian, 1 speak
many anguages, but 1 like the Chinese language
best. Alihough it Is not easy to learn, T am obssss-
cd by ils ingenuity and uniqueness.”

Quite a few of the foreign students have
visited China more than once. They have a bioad
understanding of Chincse history, geugraphy,
beauty spots and national customss. 1 once had
chat with  student from wost Germany. Ho
asked me where my hometown was. 1 told him
I'was a native of Sichuan, *Where In Sichuan?”,
he questioned. 1 did nat give him a dircet anwwer,
bur asked him if he had ever tasted zhacai (hot
pickled nustrd tuber — translator). He In-
mediately replied with a Laugh,
Iuting’s zhacai s very famou
peuple pronounce Fuling Peiling, which s weong.
The Chinese characters are really difficult. Do
vou know the Movement for Protecting the Roads
in comtemporary Chinese history, it took place at
Kuizhou in Sichuan. ‘Che charactet ku is special-
Iy difficull w write. T spenl a Tot of efforl on It
before T mastered it.” Ile was provd of himselt
for knowiny all this. 1 couldn’t help Laughing.
He asked me whether T could speak the Sichuan
dialect, 1 replied, “Before, I could, but now I
am nol very lluent” He said, “When I was in
Chengdu, the phrase which T heard mosi Frequent-
Iy was meide.” It s really praiseworthy for &
Forcign stnden to have sach i detailed understand-
ing of China. This made me think that friendship
botween stales is built on the basis of mutuat un-
derstanding among people. The decper the un-
derstonding the more profound the friend-
ships thus there is great hope for a genuine peace.
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The Second Beijing Seminar

on Arms Control

The Sceomd Reifing Scminar an Arms Control
was held from April 4 to § under the auspices
of the Beijing Tnstitute of Applicd Physics and
Computational Mathematics, the China Instirute
of Contemporary lnternational Relations and
TSODARCO, and with the support of eleven
erganizations and Institutions, inchuding the Chi-
nese People’s Association for Peace and Disarma-
ment, Attending the Seminar were more than 100
speclalists and scholats in the natural sciences, the
social seicnces, and the military scieneas and in

arms contro), from ialy, the Unired States, the
Soviet Union, Britain, Switzerland and the host
country China. During the Suminar, there were
heated discussions and fiiendly exchanges on the
Issves of a comprehensive nucleay test ban, nu-
clear nan-proliferation, o weapons in space, veri-
fication and the prohibition of chemical and bio-
Togical weapoms, crc. Through the Seminar, mu-
tual underctanding was enhanced and some posi-
tive efforts for internations] disarmament and the
maintenance of warld peace were made.

Peace Mountaineers’ Team
Completed Home Camp

The Sino-USSR-USA 1990 Mt. Dverest Fea-
¢ Mountaincers Team roached home camp at
5200 ms above sea level on the afternoon of March
8. The camp was set up by 18 frontrunners from
three sides al the site used by (he Sine-Tapan-Nepal

Joint Mountaineers Team in 1988. The camp Jo-
cated st the Northern foot of the Mt. Liverest, 10
km down is the Rongbu Temple, and 20 km up
is the Rongbu Glacier, which i« right on the way
of the mountingers,

e et e S o o
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Singing Contest

among Beijing Middle School Students

The Third Peace: Cup Singing Contest Among
Beljing Middle School Students was joinily orga-
mived by the Chinese People's Associaion for Pea-
ce and Disarmament, Beijing Youth Daily and
Childrer’s Palace of Beijing Eastetn District.
Mote than 600 students regisicred with over 500
songs. Coming from 13 districts and counties of
Reijing Municipality, the participants are swdying
at average middle schools, vocational schools und

1

secandary technical schaols as well us U School
for the Blind and the Tibetan Middle School. ‘The
sim of halding such contost is to conduct educa
tion worally, culturally and phisically among the
boad middle school students as well as on safe

guarding world peace; to enrich after-school itk
of the middte school students; and to provide ar

apportunity for those students who love singin
Lo display thele taleats.

i
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Through 19 preliminary wials
and 5 semi-finals, 23 ftems were sclecled for the
finals. Three students won first prize, four won
second prize, and twenty-nwo Won third prize.
Like the previous two contesis, thix Singing
Contest received & warm welcome by the broad
middle school srudents, and enthusiastic. support
by the teachers and students' parents. It was also
greatly supported by ihe society as a while. Qavite

winter vacalion.

e

& number of renowned musicians and singers who
enjoy great popularily among the students voun-
tarily scrvad on the Sefection Commitice, which
was a great encotragement to the participants and
the middle sehool students in general, The Prace
Cup Singing Contest is becoming an inllucntial
activity among the middlc school students, We
hope the depariments concerned create morc somgs
Toved by the middle schonl suidents,
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Soong Ching Ling Foundation

The Soong Ching Ting Foundation was set
up in May 1982 in memory of Soong Ching Ling,
the lae Honorary President of the Peaple’s Re-
public of China. Its purpose is to foster and pec-
petuate her lifelong spirit of concern for and ser-
viee Lo the cause of China’s chiildven, their welfare
and all-round development — morally, culturally,
physically and educationally — including knowl-
edge of modern science and tecnology. Its further
purpose is to promote international [riendship,
world peace and the reunification of our Mother-
land.

NATURE OF THE FOUNDATION

The Foundation Is a people’s arganization
which strives to cement friendly relations with
organizations and individusls at home and abrowd
desirous of helping the cause of chifdren’s wel-
fare cultare and cducation in China

SOURCES OF FUNDS
(2 Donations from govermental insticu-
tioms, people’s organizations, military wnits, en-
torpriscs and ather undertakings as well as indi-
viduals at honre; and donations, orgamizationsl or
individual, from compatriots in Tuiwan, Hong
Kong and Macao.
(b) Donations from overseas Chinese and

friendly Torcign arganizations and individusls.

USE OF FUNDS

The funds of the Foundation are to be used
for projects to advance the wellase, culture, edu-
cation and scieutific and fechnological knowledge
aF Chinuse children. The wishes of those donors
who earmatk their contributions for specific use
will be respected. Appropriate armangements will
be made to vse funds well. When necessary, an
amount not exceeding 5 per cent of donated funds
may be used for developing the work of the Foun-
dation. Projects will be initiated and develoed
gracdually in accordance with need and possibility.
Hosorary Chafeman:
Deng Xiaoping
Chairman:
Kang Keqing
Vice-Chairmen:
Rong Yiren, Rong Gaotang, Gao
Dengbang, Feny Lingan, Wu Quanheng,
Sha Hong
Special Advisor:
James Grant
Advisars:
Ma Yi, Ma Haide (George Hatem), Lstael Dpstein
Secretary-General:
Jiang Jingswen
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