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There Is Hope for the Elimination
of Chemical Weapons

Recently, “chemical warfare”
and “chemical weapons” have
again attracted much attention in
the international community. De-
legations from as many as 145
countries attended an interna-
tional conference on banning
chemical weapons in Paris.

Making an extensive coverage
of the conference, mass media in
various countries enabled people
to better understand this issue.

The convening of the Paris In-
tetnational Conference on Ban-
ning Chemical Weapons demons-
trated the serious concern people
have over chemical warfare and
chemical weapons. Since the end
of the Second World War, inci-
dents of using chemical weapons
have occurred now and then, Ac-
cording to reports from foreign
agencies, in recent Gulf War, the
use of chemical weapons was un-
precedented both in scale and
frequency since the First World
War. It is particularly disturbing
that the number of countries
and regions that possess chemical
weapons are increasing and the
technology of chemical weapons
in big military powers is develop-
ing, thus casting a shadow over
the sense of security the world
people have felt as a result of the
tendancy of detent in interna-
tional situation in recent years.
Therefore, people in general,
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by Yu Zhongzhou

demand the obligation of not
using chemical weapons stipulat-
ed in the 1925 Geneva Protocal
be strictly observed, and stand
for concluding as scon as possi-
ble a global and verifiable con-
vention that provides the prohi-
bition of the use, development,
production, storage, presetva-
tion, transfer and acquisition of
chemical weapons and their pro-
duction facilities, as well as the
total elimination of the existing
chemical weapons and their pro-
duction facilities so as to guatan-
tee no new chemical weapons
and their production facilities
will be produced, and the threat
of chemical warfares to mankind
will be eventually eliminated.
Those are the main content and
purpose of the convention on
complete and thorough prohibi-
tion of chemical weapons now
under negotiation.

Though the negotiation can be
traced back to 1969, its substan-
tial talks began only after en-
tering the 1980s. Through eight
year’s negotiation, the treaty has
now got its embryonic form, and
some of its provisions can already
be regarded in nature as final
versions. It is quite natural that
given the fact that the objective
of the treaty is to abolish once
for all a whole category of war
means which requires to resolve

very complicated technical pro-
blems (because there is a close
link between chemical weapons
and civilian chemical industty),
and the negotiation has been
conducted in an international ins-
titution which is constituted by
40 countries from different poli-
tical blocks and at different de-
velopment levels, the negotiation
has been a hard job. Compared
with other arms control negotia-
tions, the process of this negotia-
tion has moved relatively fast. It
is regarded as the only negotiation
that has the possibility of reach-
ing an agreement in the near fu-
tute at the only multi-lateral arms
control agency — the Disarma-
ment Negotiation Conference.
Having entered the substanta-
tive stage, the negotiation has
maintained a momentum of
steady development, Since 1982,
the delegations of the member
states belonging respectively to
Warsaw Pact and NATO have
been able to reach, almost every
year, a consensus or achieve
some important progress on the
basic content of the convention.
Incidents such as the Soviet
troop’s invasion of Afghanistan
and the production of binary che-
mical weapons by the U.S.,
which both took place during
this period of time, had only
some symbolic impact on the ne-
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ture change its direction of deal-
ing with concrete matters.

The reasons for the progress
of the negotiation are following:
first, relatively speaking, chemi-
cal weapons, are not an impor-
tant military means in the sup-
perpowers’ contention or for their
national security. Neither its
strategic importance is compara-
ble with that of nuclear weapons.
The history of disarmament ne-
gotiations has proved that the less
important the military arms are,
the easier to reach an agreement
on their reduction. Secondly, the
two major military blocks which
have a leading role to play in the

struggle for arms control have ~to end the negotiation by signing

edopted an active approach to
the reduction of chemical wea-
pons. That the East and the West
have come quickly close to each
other on the reduction of chemi-
cal weapons are mainly due to
the logic force of the struggle for
arms control itself.

At present, the framework of
the convention on prohibiting
chemical weapons has already
taken shape. Though some diffe-
rences remain, it seems that the
general trend of reaching an
agreement is irrcversible, Some
states have cleatly stated that the
difficulties can be and should be
overcome within this year so as

the convention. Then the destruc-
tion of the existing chemical
weapons and their production
facilities by stages should begin
in the first year after the conven-
tion enters into force and will
be completed within a period of
nine years. In light of this posi-
tion, it can be expected that the
1990s would be a decade of eli-
minating chemical weapons if
the process goes on smoothly.
‘Whether the aspiration can be
realized or not relies on the poli-
tical will of all the countries con-
cerned, People are longing for an
earlier thorough elimination of
the threat of chemical weapons.
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Fortieth Amniversary of the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights

On this very day forty years
ago, the Universal Declaration
on Human Rights came into being
after it was solemnly adopted by
the 3td UN General Assembly.
As the first international docu-
ment on human rights, the De-
claration, which gives a systema-
tic exposition to the specific con-
tents of basic human rights, has
made a tremendous moral im-
pact. It has played an inestimable
role in the subsequent theories
and practices of international
human rights, ‘and is generally
seen as one of the most important
and influential documents of the
United Nations.

by Ma Jun and Zhao Lihai

The aggressions launched by
the German and Italian fascists
and the Japanese militarists dur-
ing the Second World War most
ruthlessly trampled upon the
human rights of the people of
many countries, Therefore after
the war, the issue of human rights
became a major hot topic for dis-
cussion internationally. The UN
Charter makes clear from the very
beginning the reaffirmation of
basic human rights and human
dignity and value, and the con-
viction that all men and women,
and all countries, big or small,
have equal rights, Clause 3 of Ar-
ticle 1 of the UN Charter makes

it one of the UN goals to promote
and inspire the universal respect
for human rights and hasic free-
dom of the entite humanity
regardless of race, sex, language
and religion, The Universal De-
claration on Human Rights has
further enriched the basic con-
tents of human rights. Of the 30
articles in the Declaration, the
first 21 deals with civil rights and
political rights while the rest pro-
vides for economic, social and
cultural rights such as all men
enjoy the rights to life, freedom
and personal security, the free-
dom of speech, belief, assembly
and association, and the rights to
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[image: image4.png]work and rest, and that all are
equal before the law.

However, testricted by the
historical conditions at that time,
the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights is inevitably in-
fluenced by the bourgeois con-
ception of human rights, and to
some degree, it is a follow-up and
extension of the French Human
Right Declaration and the Ame-
rican Declaration of Independen-
ce. Since the Universal Declara-
tion on Human Rights is based
on the theory of “natural rights”
put forward by the 18th century
enlightened bourgeois scholars, it
has its limitations. For instance,
it emphasizes the inviolability of
the private property to the neglect
of the state sovereignty and the
economic, social and cultural as-
pects of human rights. Never-
theless, it has positive significan-
ce and has, therefore, won uni-
versal attention and approval.
The post-war development of the
international situation especially
the successive achievement of in-
dependence of a large numbet of
former colonial countries and the
emergence of many newly inde-
pendent states in the international
arena have brought about funda-
mental changes to the interna-
tional political structure and in-
jected mew vigor and dynamism
into the theories and practices of
international human rights, dee-
pening and substantiating the
concept and content of human
rights. Widely recognized by the
international community are the
right to national self-determina-
tion, national independence and
sovereignty, economic develop-
ment right etc. which are consi-
dered new concepts of human
rights. This has steadily develop-
ed and enriched the concepts and
content of international human
rights, Consequently between
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the 1960s and 1970s the UN
adopted a series of resolutions,
declarations and conventions op-
posing colonialism and support-
ing national independence, na-
tional self-determination and per-
manent sovereignty over natural
resources; opposing racism and
racial discrimination; penalizing
the crime of apartheid and oppos-
ing all forms of discrimination.
It is worth mentioning here
that in 1966 the UN adopted the
International Convention on Ci-
vil Rights and Potitical Rights
and the International Convention
on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, which, on the basis of the
Universal Declaration on Human
Rights, set up the international
norms for various basic human
rights. The concepts of the right
to national self-determination and
the right to disposing natural
wealth and resources stipulated
in these two conventions raised
collective human rights to an im-
portant position for the first time,
thus making a fundamental break-
through in the traditional human
right concepts of the western
bourgeoisie. With the deepening
of the decolonization movement,
the vast third world countries be-
came aware that political inde-
pendence must be accompanied
by ecomomic independence.
Therefore they put forward the
development right, an entirely
new human right concept, in the
human right field. At their push,
the UN adopted the Declaration
on Development Right in 1986,
which says that development
right is an inalienable right, that
each person and nation have the
right to participate in and enjoy
the economic, social and political
development, and that develop-
ment right also implies the full
realization of the right to national
self-determination including the

exercise of the inalienable and
complete sovereignty over the
entirc natural wealth and resour-
ces. Enriching the economic
content of human rights, the De-
claration on Development Right
raises the the concept of economic
right to a new height. This is a
major contribution by the deve-
loping countries to the interna-
tional human right concepts,

For a long time, the apartheid
policy of South Africa, the aggres-
sion and occupation of the Arab
Jands and the encroachment of
the Palestinian people’s right to
exist by Istael, the armed inva-
sions of Afghanistan and Kam-
puchea and other acts of gross
violation of human rights com-
mitted by the Soviet Union and
Vietnam have been the focus of
concern in the international hu-
man right field, and have been
rigorously condemned. The vast
third world countries have always
had a major role to play in this.
It may be said that it is due to
their common efforts that the
progressive causes, among other
things, for safeguarding national
self-determination and against
colonialism and hegemonism have
become the main trend in the in-
ternational human right field.

The concept of collective hu-
man rights as represented by the
right to national self-determina-
tion broke through the traditional
human right concepts and has
given them a big push, moving
them towards positive and pro-
gressive direction.

It must be pointed out that
people under different social sys-
tems have different views on hu-
man rights. Now some people
who often pose as “guardians of
human rights” cling te the out-
dated human right concepts, or
try to impose thejr narrow view
of human rights on othes in fla-
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tries’ internal affairs. They do not
condemn the racist atrocities of
the South African authorities, or
oppose the wanton massacre of
the Arabic people by Israel. In-
stead, they make irresponsible re-
marks on affairs that fall under
the sovereignty of othe countrics
and confuse right and wrong.
This amounts to blasphemy of
human rights.

Since WWI1I, the formulation
of “international protection of
human rights” has been popular
among the international jurist
circles of the west. According to
them, the human right principles,
because of their incorporation
into the UN Charter, have become
2 norm of the international law
and therefore the issue of human
rights is “no longer a matter re-
lating categorically to domestic
jurisdiction”, ie. it is not an in-
ternal affair, and thus must be
put under the protection of the
international community. Such a
formulation is evidently wrong.
According to the UN Charter, the
UN member states undertake the
international commitment to
“promote”, “enhance”, “‘en-
courage” and “facilitate” respect
for human rights, which only ex-
presses a wish. The so-called “in-
ternational protection of human
rights” advocated by some wes-
tern scholars does not conform
with the provisions of the UN

Charter, and at best serves to pro-
vide a theoretical basis for those
who try to make use of the inter-
national protection of human
rights to interfere in the internal
affairs of other countries.

It should be noted, however,
that whether a human right pro-
blem pertains to “the internal
jurisdiction of a country” or not
should be judged according to the
specific conditions and treated
differently. The criteria for the
differentiation lie in the follow-
ing: Under conditions of hegemo-
nistic expansion and aggression,
or under the domination of old
or neo-colonialism or racism,
whether the local people’s right
to  self-determination, develop-
ment right or individual right has
been encroached upon. All such
violations of human rights includ-
ing external aggression, sabotage
of national self-determination,
enforcement of racial discrimina-
tion and segregation as well as
persecution of the anti-imperialist
and anti-colonialist fighters fall
under the jurisdiction of interna-
tional law, which cannot be ignor-
ed by international organizations
and the international community.
On the other hand, all other ques-
tions of respecting human rights
such as citizens’ political right,
economic, social and cultural

rights, protection of ethnic groups
and protection of women and
children belong to a country’s in-

ternal affairs that brook no out-
side interference,

On the question of interna-
tional human rights, China has
given firm and consistent support
to the UN in all its efforts to pro-
mote human rights and basic
freedom. China has been a mem-
ber of the UN Human Right Com-
mission since 1982, and has
joined 7 international human
right conventions.

China is a socialist country., The
Chinese people enjoy extensive
democratic rights and civil rights
provided for by the Constitution.
As the reform is being deepened
and the legal system strengthened,
China is also further improving
its democratic institution so as
to better ensure the Chinese peo-
ple’s democratic rights and life
rights.

In the 40 years since the birth
of the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights, the international
human right practices have been
steadily substantiated and dee-
pened. At present, the struggle
in the international human right
field remains very complex, dif-
ferences still exist among diffe-
rent sides over the interpretation
and focus of concem of human
rights. However China will uns-
wervingly adhere to the goals and
principles of the UN Charter, and
make further efforts to promote

human rights in the international
field.
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Firmly Support the
Just Struggle of the
Palestinian People

by Lin Yumin

The year of 1988 saw significant changes in
the Middle East situation. The Palestinian issue
— the core of the Middle East problem — has
been the focus of the world-wide attention.

Over the period of more than two decades
since the War of “June 5th”, 1967, Israel has
jmposed cruel persecutions against the Pales-
tinian people in an effort to destroy the Palestinian
cause. Tremendous sufferings and disasters have
been inflicted upon the Palestinian people. The
Palestinian people have suffered all kinds of tri-
bulations and humiliations in the period of the
40 year -conflict and 20 year-occupation, In the
‘West Bank of Jordan River and the Gaza Strip,
Israel has ruled militarily. Everywhere are wire
entanglements and Israeli soldiers patrolling
around. The defenseless Palestinian people and
students are arbitrarily bullied and killed in cold
blood, even children could not get away with it.
Under the Israeli occupation, the Palestinian Peo-
ple in the West Bank and Gaza Strip have been
robbed of a large amount of properties. The ori-
ginal industry and agriculture have been greatly
damaged and destroyed. The whole occupied
territory is one vast scene of desolation.

But the Palestinian people are courageous

The Palestinian people in the Isracli occupied area
holding a demoustration

and unyielding people. In order to restore their
legitimate national rights, they have indomitably
carried out long and arduous struggles. The re-
cent mammoth struggle with unprecedented scale
lasting for nearly one year in the occupied ter-
ritory against the Israeli regime is especially signi-
ficant. It has delt a heavy blow to the Israeli
authority and its supportors, brought about a sharp
decline of the economic strength of Israel, inten-
sified the domestic contradictions and the discon-
tentment of the masses. Internationally, the pu-
blic opinions have strongly condemned the Israeli
authority because it refuses to implement Resolu-
tion 242 adopted by the Security Council on Nov.
22, 1967 which demands Israel to withdraw from
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all the occupied territories, and at the same time
cruely suppressed the bare-handed Palestinian Peo-
ple. Consequently, it has fallen into a more is-
loated predicament.

Along with the development of the struggles
of the Palestinian people in the occupied tetritory,
the Palestinian question is all the more proirusive
before all the countries in the world. The pre-
serverance of the Palestinian people in their just
struggle have shown their defiance of brute forces,
a firm determination that they will never give up
until their right to national survival bc restored.
It clearly demonstrates to the world that the
Palestinian question can not be ignored. With-
out the settlement of the question. there can be
no endurable peace and stability in the Middle
East.

At present, the wotld is moving from con-
frontation toward dialogue, but the turbulent
situation in the Middle East has become increas-

The Palestinian youth in fighting

soldiers

ingly an important factor affecting the peacc and
security in that region and in the world as well.
‘What is disturbing is that Israel is bent on the
expansionist policy and the American position for
sheltering Ieracl has had little changes. But the
flames of the Palestinian struggles are spreading
far and and wide. The just cause of the Palest-
inian people will inevitably achieve success.

Like all the peace-loving and justice-uphold-
ing people in the world, the Chinese people deep-
ly sympathize with the Palestinian people and
firmly support them in their just struggles. Israel
must withdraw from the Arabic territories it has
occupied since 1967. The national rights of the
Palestinian people must be restored. Wc hope
that there will be a fair and comprehensive solu-
tion to the Middle East problem. We are deeply
confident that just struggles will eventually win
victory.
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Some Thoughts on
An Ancient Sword

by Ye Zijian

Middle School Attached to the lianyuan
Iron and Steel Works, Hunan Province

»

“A sword! A sword!” “That’s a spear. . .

Boys are always interested in such things.’

Right, thete is an ancient sword in the show
case. It has become rusty and the edge resembles
more of sawtooth due to its long years, but parts
of it are still shining. It lies quietly on a piece
of crimson velvet like the skeleton of a fallen
fighter on a calm ancient battleground.

The noise of the pupils are petering out. Gaz-
ing fixedly on the sword, I seem to hear baitle
cries ringing in my ears and see a belligerent
soldier waving a shining sword to cut down his
enemy on an ancient battleground overgrown with
weeds, That sharp edge is the merciless God of
Death, cutting again and again into human bodies.
How many people have been deprived of their
loved ones in many a human tragedy under this
wild, ruthless dancing sword! War has left in its
wake numerous widows and orphans while sold-
iers fight and sacrifice for them, producing count-
less heroic and moving stories of blood and tears.
History is played fike this on the stage, not always
exactly in the same way but surprisingly similar.
No one knows how much blood and tears are
mixed in the endless flow of history from the
early tribal disputes to the later divisions and
unifications of different dynasties, and from the
Middle Kingdom to the ancient Roman Empire!

As human civilization progresses, war has
become more brutal and devastating. No doubt

Hitlerian war maniacs should be eliminated, and
just wars will remain people’s means for defend-
ing peace. But aren’t there better ways to solve
human contradictions and disputes other than re-
sorting to war? Man longs for peace, pursues
peace, loves peace and values peace, but how many
times this nice wish has been mercilessly shat-

This article won second prize
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tered!  Man’s wisdom and civilization sometimes
are so brilliant while his stupidity and insanity
can also be so bloody and outrageous! Can't
people make the right choice between the ruina-
tion of a war-torn city and a peaceful, prosperous
city, between the children thin as a lath in refugee
camps and lovely angels living in freedom, and
between the fear, tension and upheaval amid gun-
fire and the relaxation, joy and tranquillity amid
music and dance! Al people have parents, sibl-
ings, spouses and children. Who doesn’t long
for peace and happiness? What good can cea-
seless wars do to the people? Does war con-
form with any kind of religious doctrines?

The ancient sword will forever remain in
that show case, but war has not been put aside
for display like an ancient relic. History is re-
peating the tragedy of “millions of deaths in
bloody battleground”. The price of peace is so
dear — maybe it will take great many people some

decades or several centuries to water that olive
tree with their blood. But waiting for peace is
not the only way to achieve peace not to say a
fundamental way to achieve a lasting peace. A
lasting peace depends, in the final analysis, on
the reason and civilization of mankind. A tea-
cher’s responsibility is closely related to the po-
pularization and enhancement of human civiliza-
tion. . .

The pupils are all gone, but I, their leader
and teacher, am dropping behind.

1t is true that boys are fond of swords, guns
and fighting. But they also like singing, dancing,
spaceships, nuclear power stations and other my-
steries of the Nature. And they love lofty actions.
It is my duty to teach them to make the right
choice.

Perhaps I have benefited most from this visit
to the museum.

NEWS ROUNDUP B L L L

The Second
World Environmental Wave

The world is facing its second environmental
wave since 1950’s. The problem of environment
has become an hot topic attracting attention of
heads of various governments, At present, pro-
tecting environment through global action has
been an irreversible historic trend. These aee in
remargs Mr. Qu Geping, Director of the State
Bureau for the Environmental Protection spoke
at an interview.

The first environmental wave occurred in
1950’s and 60’s. At that time, the environmental
pollution in the industrialized countries reached
a serious level directly threatening the life and
security of man. It affected the growth of

economy and became a serious social problem.
It was against this historic background that the

United Nations held the Conference on Huran
Environment in Stockholm. Qu Geping, who
was present at the meeting, believed that the
meeting was a milestone in man’s efforts to
understand and improve environment.

Since early 1980%s, the second wave has
emerged as a result of the environmental pollu-
tion and large-scale ecological destruction. People
ate much concerned about the problems which
have produced a great adverse impact and caused
grave damage, among them are acid rain, damage
of ozonosphere as well as greenhouse effect. All
this has posed a grave threat to the survival and
development of man, thus arousing great conm-
cern throughout the world. At the Conference
on the Change of Global Weather held in

HEGECEGGOULLGLHOEEECEGELEOGEGH6G
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[image: image10.png]Homburg, it was pointed out that there would
be no escape for the whole world if the green-
house effect could not be stopped. Mr. Brandt, {
former Chancellor of the Federal Republic of
Germany call on the industrialized community to
go for an ecological modernization. The leaders
of Maldive, an island country with a very low
elevation, are eagetly looking for ways to avoid
the disaster of being submerged by the rise of
sea level resulting from the warming up of the
weather.

Mr. Qu Geping made a comparison between
the two environmental waves. In the first wave,
people focused their concern on the pollution of
Jimited scope. As the pollution originated from
a few sources, it was relatively easy to find out
its cause and effect. Although the pollution had
seriously affected people’s health and caused
grave economical damage, it was only confined no title
to a factory, or an area in mostly the economical-
1y developed countries. Therefore, the pollution
could be brought under control or put to an end

so long as people were determined to tackle it. dimension of the problem of pollution have chang-
But in the present wave, the pollution has af- ¢d fundamentally.

fected much larger areas and there have emerged In the first environmental wave, we missed
many sources of pollution and destruction. All oppertunities due to lack of knowledge. As a
this threatens the overall global environment on result, we arc now confronting a pollute environ-
which man’s survival depends and has produced ment which is difficult to clean up. Facing the
a fatal impact on mankind. Both the nature and coming wave, what should China do? The

Secretary of State for Environment of Britain
raised this guestion when he visited China last
December. At that time, Director Qu Geping
answered that China had been much concerned
about the glcbal environment. With a large
population 2rd little percapita cultivated land,
China should ensure grain production and take
it as a long term strategic task. China would
face a great threat if the greenhouse effect leads
to an increase in natural disasters and a decrease
in grain production. Meanwhile, China has a
coastline as fong as 18,000 kilometers, many of
Ler industrially and agriculturally developed areas
would be submerged if the sea level rises because
of the warming up of the weather. In addition,
the destruction of ozonosphere would damage the
health of people. Therefore, the represcntatives
of China expressed a positive altitude on this
issue at the UN Assembly.

Qu Geping said, as the problem of environ-
ment grows, the ways to tackle it will continue
to develop. Of course, much work has be done
Recalling before achieving a real global action.

10




[image: image11.png]The International Symposium on the
Development Strategies of the Third World
Countries Convened in Beijing

By Liu Yumin

The International Symposium on the Deve-
lopment Strategies of the Third World Countries,
sponsored by the Chinese Association for Interna-
tional Understanding a member organization
of the Chinese People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament, convened in Beijing from April 18
to 21. Present at the Symposium were over 120
government officials, experts and scholars, per-
sonages in the fields of politics and economics
from 26 countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America such as China, Thailand, Malaysia,
Singapore, Pakistan, India, Philippines, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, Nigeria, Algeria, Mozambique,
Mauritius, Colombia, Venezuela, Peru and 7 in-
ternational organizations such as UN Develop-
ment Programme.

Wu Xiugian Vice-Premier of the State Coun-
¢il attended the Opening Ceremony on April 18.

Participants held heated discussions on is-
sues such as development of rural areas, popula-
tion and employment, readjustment of the econo-
mic composition and industrial structure, capital
and development, plan and market, income and
prices, scienece-technology and education, natual
resources and environmental protection, right to
development and international environment and
SO on.

Li Yimang President of the Chinese Associa-
tion for International Understanding in his open-

ing remarks put forward that the third world
countries are to seek development, after all should
depend on themselves. But this does not mean
that we do not pay attention to international en-
vironment for development. The world economy
is interrelated, inter-dependent and inseparable.
The third world development is a global issue,
the entire international community bears resposi-
bility for it. The developed countries should
take helping the development of the third world
coundries as their own resposibility, which is
necessary for them to maintain long-term econo-
mic stability and prosperity. He said that China
is one of the third world countries. She is wil-
ling together with other third world countries to
strive for establishment of new international eco-
nomic order of fairness and justice.

Pl e
28726
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON LAW
WILL BE HELD IN BEIJING

Mr. Ren Jianxin, the president of the Supreme Court of People
declared that entrusted by the Center for Maintaining World Peace
through Law, the 14th World Conference on Law will be held in
Beijing in August this year. The China Organizing Committee of the
Conference was established on February 24th in the Great Hall of People
and Ren Jianxin took up the post as its president.

Ren Jianxin said that this conference would be a grand meeting
for people in the legal circle to explore together issues of peace and develop-
ment as well as a good opportunity for friends from different countries
to know more about China’s reform and opening to the outside world
as well as the development of the legal system.

As vice-presidents of the China Organizing Committee, Cai Cheng,
Cao Zhi, Zou Yu, Wang Fangzhong, Li Daoyu were present at the meeting
and gave speeches.
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The farming area of Hexi Corridor in Gansu Province has achieved Shelterbelt network.
This picture shows the shelter-forest of farmland in Zhangye County.
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HOW MANY NATURAL PRESERVES
ARE THERE IN CHINA

According to the sources of the Ministry of-

Forestry, from 1956, when the first natural pre-

serve, Dinghu Mountain Natural prescrve of’

Forest Ecology, was established, to the end of
1988, China had 427 natural preserves covering
about 220,000 square kilometers, 2.3 percent of
China’s total land. Spreading all over China,
these preserves have yielded in varying degrees
important ecologic benefits.

By the end of this century, China will have

INTRGDUCTION TO THE MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS.....

300 natural preserves, constituting a rationally

disiributed preserve network of various kinds oc-
cupying 3 percent of China’s total territory. Trom
the eighties, the construction of preserves has
been going on at a gradually accelerated pace:
by the end of 1982, there were 106 preserves;
in 1983, 133, covering 0.8 percent of the total
land; by the end of 1984, 227, 1.3 percent of
the total land; by the cnd of 1985, 274, 1.69
percent of the (otal land.
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THE CHINESE WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION

The Chinese Writers' Association (CWA)
is a prolessional mass organization formed on a
voluntary basis by qualified writers of varying
nationalitics in China. lis principal task is to
foster the development of creative writing and
literature, and to promote the fields of literary
criticism and rescarch.

The CWA conducts wide-ranging literary ex-

changes with foreign countries, and takes an
active part in international activities aimed at

furthering friendship and understanding between
writers from around the world.

There arc 236 members for the fourth
council which elected a Presidium of 32 members
including one chairman and cleven vicechairmen.
The secretariat composcd of nine persons handle
the day-to-day work of the Association.

Under the Chinese Writers’ Association are
cight official committees: Committee for Writers’
Rights, Interests and Welfare, for Creative Writ-
ing, For Children’s Literature, for Literary Perio-
dicals, for Literature of Minority Nationalities,
for Literary Theory and Criticism, for Literary
Exchanges with Foreign Countries and for Mil-
itary Literature,

The CWA’s Lu Xun Literary Institute aims
at training up-and-coming writers in order to

boost their artistic accomplishments. The Arc-
hives of Modern Chinese Literature collects and
studies all litcrary data from the May Fourth
Movement in 1919 to the presenl. There are
two publishing houses under the CWA: Writers
Publishing House publishes cxcelient Chinese and
foreign literary works; Publishing Co-operation
Corporation publishes, among others, outstand-
ing literary works in foreign languages.

Seven literary periodicals are produced by
the Association. They arc Literary and Art Gazet-
te, People’s Literature, Poetry Magazine, Litera-
ture of Minority Nationalities, Selected Short-
Stories, New Observations, and Chinese Writers.

The Association awards national prizes in
recognition of outstanding novels, novelettes,
short-stories, poems, reportage, essays, juvenile
literature, literature of minority nationalities and
editors. In doing so it aims to raise the quality
of literary works in China.

The Chincse Writers’ Association has a
membership of over 3300. The Association has
31 branches spread across China’s provinces,
cities, and aulonomous regions, the branches
having a total memberships of their own in cxcess
of 15,000. The CWA’s members include fiction
writers, pocts, playwrights, literary critics, edilors,
and translators,
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