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SOME IDEAS ON THE
QUESTION OF DEVELOPMENT

Peace and development are the
two most important issues facing
all  countries, especially the
developing countries. China as a
developing country which had
suffered so much from long years
of war naturally pays special at-
tention to them.

Since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China in
1949, the Chinese people have
made strenuous efforts to build
up their country and overcome
underdevelopment. They have
achieved universally acknowledg-
ed successes and accumulated
positive experience. However,
they have also committed mis-
takes, both big and small, and
summed up lessons of failure.
“Stones from other hills may
serve to polish the jade of this
one”, so says an old Chinese pro-
verb which emphasizes the
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by Qi Xiyu

advantage of exchanging ex-
perience. For more than three
decades, the Pugwash Conference
has done much useful work in
promoting exchanges between
scientists of different countries.
Its decision to have a special
workshop on development for
this session is also highly com-
mendable. It is both an honour
and a pleasure for me to present
some of my personal ideas on
the question at this forum.

1) Experience justifies op-
timism and repudiates pessimism
on the future of developing coun-
tries.

All developing countries share
the wish and aspiration to over-
come underdevelopment. Many
of them have scored encouraging
results in their efforts to achieve
this goal. However, it is also
true that they are still faced with
many serious difficulties: Some
of them are staggering along
under the heavy burden of
foreign debt which exceeds their
annual income from export or
even their GNP; some are suf-
fering from population explosion
and economic stagnation, as re-
flected in the slowing down of
growth rate or even in the decline
of per capita GNP; some ate
denuding forests at a speed
detrimental to ecological equi-

Iibrium; some are overwhelmed
by recurrent flood, drought or
other natural calamities, with
millions of their people dying
from hunger or malnutrition;
some are groaning under the old
yoke of “single crop economy”
and cannot cope efficiently with
trade terms increasingly unfavou-
rable to third world countries.
In view of these and many other
difficulties, some people have be-
come pessimistic and doubt whe-
ther it is possible for develop-
ing countries to overcome under-
development.

China’s expetience shows that
such pessimism is not justified.
From the Opium War of 1840
to the founding of the People's
Republic in 1949, China had suf-
fered from incessant foreign ag-
gression and domestic catastro-
phes for 109 years. As a result,
her national income in 1949 was
as low as 35.8 billion yuan, or
66 yuan per capita, among the
lowest even in the third world.
However, by the time of the
completion of her First Five-
Year Plan in 1957, China’s na-
tional income increased to 90.8
billion yuan, or 142 yuan per
capita, both figures more than
doubled that of 1949. China of
the past not only never produced
cars, airplanes or machine tools,
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of matches, bicycles and kero-
sene.  As a result, these com-
modities in old China were
known as “forcign fire”, “foreign
cars” and “foreign oil”. Whilst
by 1957, China had succeeded
in laying the foundation for
building an independent in-
dustrial system of her own, In
the same period, science, educa-
tion, culture and health service
also recorded gigantic progress.

Because of mistakes in our
work, the growth rate declined
markedly in the period from
1957 to 1978— even negative
growth for a few years. However,
as soon as we cotrected our
mistakes, development in all
fields gained momentum once
again. National income in 1987
reached 915.3 billion, namely 3
times that of 1978, per capita
national income increased to
around 900 yuan, or 2.8 times
that of 1978. Improvement in
the living standard of the pea-
sants, who constitute 80% of our
population, is even more re-
markable: per capita net income
of peasant families in 1987 in-
creased to 463 ywan, ie. 3.5
times that of 1978. Thus, we
are quite sure that our first tar-
get, to quadruple 1980 national
income by the end of this century
will be achieved ahead of the
scheduled time. We are also
confident that our second tar-
get, to quadruple again in the
first half of next century so as
to catch up with medium deve-
loped countries, is not beyond
reach.

People of all countries, if vie-
wed in their entirety, are diligent,
courageous and  resourceful.
What the Chinese people can do,
people of other developing coun-

tries certainly are also capable of
doing. They may even be able
to do better. The mighty Yangtze
River, rushing down from the
Qinghai plateau, cuts through
cliffs and mountains. In spite of
hundreds even thousands of
twists and turns, nothing on earth
can prevent it from reaching the
East China Sea, The development
of developing countries is a his-
torical current with a momentum
greater than any river on earth.
[t certainly will overcome all
obstacles and reach ils destina-
tion.

While repudiating pessimism,
we must at the same time take
into full consideration the dif-
ficulty and complexity involved
in overcoming underdevelopment
On the eve of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China,
Comrade Mao Zedong pointed
out, “To win country-wide vic-
tory is only the first step in a
long march of ten thousand 1.
Qur experience since then has
helped us to better understand
the meaning of this sentence,
Impetuosity was one of our major
mistakes committed in the period
from 1957 to 1978 which I men-
tioned earlier. For example, from
1952 to 1957, China’s steel out-
put jncreased from 1,350,000
tons to 5,350,000 tons. Such a
speed was high enough, yet we
were not satisfied at that time
and decided to double the output
in 1958, as part of the “Big Leap
Forward” which ended in disa-
ster. It is understandable why
people of developing countries
are so angious to get rid of
poverty and  backwardness.
However, “haste makes waste.”
Development needs not only en-
thusiasm and devotion, but also
scientific approach and per-

severance in seeking truth from
facts.

2) Peace, stability and a de-
velopment strategy in conformity
with one’s own conditions are in-
dispensable.

Without world peace and
political stability in one’s own
country, there can be no real
growth or development. The
U.S.A. claims to be the number
one economic power in the world
However, even she now feels the
strain of sky-rocketing military
expenditures. There are, of
course, many other factors which
account for the higher growth
rate of Japan as compared with
that of the United States.
However, the fact that the share
of U.S. military expenditure in
her G.N.P. amounts to 5 to 10
times that of Japan certainly has
played a significant role. If it is
difficult even for the U.S.A. 1o
have hoth “butter and cannon”,
it would be next to impossible
for the developing countries to
do the same. In other words,
unless attacked by a foreign
power, developing countries must
make up their mind to concen-
trate their resources on peaceful
construction. If they spend too
much of their resources to build
an armed force in excess of
legitimate defence, or even send
their troops to occupy a smaller
neighbour, they will hurt not
only others but also their own
people. Instead of overcoming
underdevelopment, they will put
themselves in the same position
as a driver driving a car on re-
verse gear — the longer he per-
sists, the farther away will he
be from where he wants to go.
Similarly, if the people are mot
united, but are engaged in fac-
tional strife or in civil war, de-
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sible.

As the historical background
and objective conditions of dif-
ferent countries are so different,
it is but natural that their road of
development cannot be identical.
Relying on her lead in the In-
dustrial Revolution, Britain built
an empire which once extended
to every corner of the globe and
helped her to become the first
developed country in history. The
US.A. developed extraordinarily
fast siuce her Civil War because
she, in addition to vast expenses
of land in her west and excep-
tionally rich natural resources,
seized hegemony in the Western
Hemisphere under the bavner of
the Monroe Doctrine and was
the biggest winner in both World
Wars. No developing country is
endowed with the special condi-
tions of thesc two countries and
any attempt to follow their foot
steps would only lead to disap-
pointment.

Soviet Union’s drive for in-
dustrialization achieved resound-
ing successes in the 1920 and
1930s. However, even Soviet
leaders of today have publicly re-
pudiated many of the practices in
those years. If earlier Soviet
methods were applied to develop-
ing countries, the result would
not be much different from ex-
porting snowsweepers or iceb-
reakers to tropical countries.

There are many similarities be-
tween China and other develop-
ing countries. However, even
inside China, experience of the
east cannot be applied to the
west indiscrimintely and methods
successful in the north may be
counter-productive in the south.
Therefore, if other countries tried
to apply mechanically China’s ex-
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perience, quite possibly there
would be more harm than
benefit.

In short, while much can be
learnt from other countries, there
is no ready made pattern to copy.
Every developing country must
work out its own development
strategy in accordance with its
own patticular conditions and
chart its own course.

3) Developing countries should
adhere to the principle of self-
reliance, whilst developed coun-
tries must be more far-sighted.

The development of any coun-
try must first and foremost rely
on the strength and initiative of
its own people. In other words,
the principle of self-reliance is
of paramount importance. Seli-
reliance does not mean closing
one’s gate to other countries. In
this world of ours, no country
can be fully self-sufficient.
Without international coopera-
tion and exchange, no developing
country can become truly de-
veloped. However, “Heaven only
helps those who help themselves.”
To those who “sit idle and eat”,
even Heaven would refuse to
give a hand, mortals naturally
would not act otherwise? This
is a selfevident home truth which
does not need much elaboration.

‘What we should pay more at-
tention to is the fact that some
developed countries, or certain
vested interests in these countries
approach and handle North-
South relations in a narrow-
minded way, trying to preserve
the old international economic
order and to continue their ex-
ploitation of developing countries
As a result, the gap between the
rich and poor nations has widen-
ed instead of narrowed.

Developed countries, especial-

1y major colonial powers of the
past, are historically responsible
for the poverty and backwardness
of the third world. Furthermore,
developed and developing coun-
tries are now mutually depen-
dent. Higher living standard in
developing countries is a prere-
quisite for the further expansion
of world market. If people of
the developing countries, who
constitute  75% of the world
population, continue to live in
poverty, it is inconceivable that
the developed countries could
enjoy prolonged prosperity.

Far-sighted statesmen, scholars
and other renowned personnages
in developed countries are now
clamouring for the establishment
of North-South relations of a new
type. Governments of some de-
veloped countries have accepted
certain positive proposals and are
pursuing policies in the interests
of both the North and the South.
1 sincerely hope that more de-
veloped countries will follow
suit.

Thank you!
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Japan has become an economic
superpower sccond only to the
United States. Japan, with its
tremendous economic, scientific
and technological strength, has
an ever increasing influence in
the region. In recent years,
Japan’s defence spending has ex-
ceeded the 1% GNP limit jm-
posed on it and is continuously
growing at a substantial pace, re-
sulting in a significant increase
in its military power, The United
States naturally welcomes the re-
armament of Japan since it long
ago put pressure on Japan to ex-
pand its military force and under-
take more defence commitment,
The Soviet Unjon maintains
sharp vigilance against Japanese
arms expansion although it does
not yet regard Japan as a major
military adversary. Many Asian
countries are worried about the
possible threat to the security of
the region posed by the Japanese
rearmament.

Japan’s continued arms expan-
sion runs counter to the current
trend when the United States and
the Soviet Union are cutting their
arms and the East-West relations
are easing. In order to make a
judgement on whether Japan will
pose a threat to the security of
the Asian-Pacific region, we must
focus on the purposes of its re-
armament and how large a mi-
litary force it intends to acquire.

by Peng Jinzhang

There are basically five pur-
poses in Japan's rcarmament:

1. It wants to demonstrate to
people both at home and abroad
that gone is the time when Japan
was not allowed to maintain
armed forces. It attempts to
match its national might with
military strength and change its
image as a small military power
so as to achieve the status as a
major power equal to other coun-
tries.

2. Since its relations with the
Soviet Union are hard to improve
without a solution to the nor-
thern tetritorial problem, Japan
still sees the Soviet Union as a
threat to its security. This being
the case, it tries to consolidate its
defence force and strengthen
Japan-US military cooperation to
guard against Soviet armed inva-
sion.

3. As the US economy goes
from bad to worse, Japan’s con-
fidence in the US is dropping and
it fears that the US will find it
hard to honour its long-term com-
mitment to the military protec-
tion of Japan. Therefore it is
eager to establish its own defence
system so as to realize its long-
cherished desire to defend itself
with its own military power.

4. On the issue of defence, the
US has repeatedly accused Japan
of “free ride on a safe bus” and
unwillingness to jncrease its de-

fence expenditure. Japan’s re-
armament also serves the purpose
of consolidating Japan-US mili-
tary alliance and relations.

5. In order to ensure un-
blocked sea routes, it wants to ex-
pand its military force over mari.
time passages extending 1,000
nautical miles.

For the aforesaid purposes,
Japan will continue to increase
its defence expenditure and de-
velop high-tech conventional mi-
litary force.” This trend will not
change. But the question is how
big a military force Japan intends
to acquire and whether it is going
to become a new “military
power”.

So far the concept of “military
power” has not been clearly de-
fined.  Generally speaking, a
“military power” should have the
following three qualifications:
The possession of not only strong
conventional forces but also
significant nuclear arsenals; an
armed force that far exceeds the
need for defence and is capable
of external military expansion;
and force is regarded as a major
means for contending in the
globe or in a region. Judging
from these qualifications, it is
rather hard for Japan to develop
into a “military powet” in the
immediate future. In spite of
the visible growth of its military
force especially its navy, it can be
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[image: image6.png]predicted that in the forseeable
future, Japan will not become a
militaty polar comparable to the
United States and the Soviet
Union. The main reasons are
as follows:

1. Drawning upon the lessons
from its defeat in the war and
the two superpowers’ arms race,
Japan, at present, does not want
to seek military hegemony at the
expense of economic gains.

2. Against the background of
the US-Soviet nuclear arms re-
duction, Japan has taken note of
the fact that nuclear deterence
and its military value are declin-
ing. Therefore although Japan
has the potential capacity to de-
velop nuclear weapons, its pos-
sibility to do so is small.

3. The pacificist force in Japan
is fairly strong and the Japanese
people oppose Japan’s becoming
a “militaty power.”

4. Although the US has put
pressure on Japan to build up
its defence, it does not wish to
see Japan becoming a “military
power” and it will not allow
Japan to develop its military
force unrestrained.

5. Japan's neighbouring coun-
tries and regions are always op-
posed to its rearmament, and if
Japan develops towards a “mi-
litary power” and poses threats
to their peace and security, many
of them will inevitably react very
strongly and may even take
measures to prevent Japan from
becoming a military power.

6. Japan's strategic goal is to
expand its sphere of influence in
the Asian-Pacific region with the
help of its economic, scientific,
technological and cultural
strengths, and to set up a Japan-
US joint structure against the
Soviet Union with the US mi-

litary and political backing in an
attempt to establish its regional
economic hegemony, At present,
the focus of Japanese exiernal
expansion is in the economic
field rather than military field.

Japan will not quickly become
a “military power”, but it is
necessary to keep a close watch
on its rearmament movements in
the next few years.

The two superpowers, who
shoulder important responsibility
for the security in the Asian-
Pacific region, should not only
halt their arms race but also take
the lead in cutting their arms.
As an ecomomic superpower,
Japan should make its due con-
tribution to the region’s peace
and development. The Japanese
military build-up will not con-
tribute to peace in the region,
instead, it will further aggravate
the tension there. China has
taken the initiative to reduce its
army by one million men and
has steadily cut back its defence
spending. As a major power in
the region, China also has the
obligation to continue its efforts
for the security of the resion.

B L e

From far away,

you bring us & long-waited message

Zthe eternal yearning of markind.

Every tract of land, every stretch of
forest,

every blade of green grass, and every
fresh flower

all are under your aegis.

When the hotr hand rings the new
year's bell

would you be with us

as inseparable as body and shadow?

peinting by Zhang Yaoning
poem by Liu Ningrong
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A Roundup of the International
Exchanges of the CPAPD in 1988

The year of 1988 has passed. Looking back
over the year, the Chinesc People’s Association
for Peace and Disarmament conducted various
domestic and international activities and ex-
changes. The following is a roundup.

The CPAPD accepted invitations on many
occasions and sent delegations or representatives
to attend a number of international conferences.

— A delegation led by Chou Peiyuan, Pre-
sident of the CPAPD, attended the International
Meeting for Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in Berlin
from June 20 to 23, at which President Chou
delivered a speech entitled the Chinese People
‘Wish to Work with the People of Other Countries
for World Peace and Disarmament.

— At the invitation of the National Peo-
ple’s Front of Iraq, a delegation led by Wang

CPAPD representative (sccond from left) at the 1988
END Conference

CPAPD delegation visiting the workroom office of Mr.
Tibor Bartfay, a famous Czechoslovak sculptor

Shuxian, Vice-President of the CPAPD, attended
the International People’s Conference for Peace
held in Baghdad May. Madame Wang ad-
dressed the Conference and expressed her grati-
tude to the host for the kind invitation.

—Cao Xiaobing, Secretary-General of the
CPAPD was invited to attend the Plenary Ses-
sion of the Non-Governmental Organizations of
the 3rd Special UN Session on Disarmament con-
vened on June 89, at which she delivered a
speech.

— A CPAPD delegation attended the 7th
END Conference in Sweden.

—The CPAPD sent Observers to Tokyo,
Hiroshima and Nagasaki to attend the August
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against A and H Bombs in Hiroshima

sixth commemorative activities against A & H
Bombs;

— The CPAPD representatives and scholars
attended the 38th Annual Conference of the
Pugwash Conference on Science and World
Affairs in Dagomys the Soviet Union,

—The CPAPD’s Coordinators attended
the 8th Annual Conference of the International
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War in
Montreal, Canada.

Besides, the CPAPD attended or sponsored
with televant organijzations some international
seminars in China. For example, April, the
CPAPD representatives attended the seminar on
Nuclear Disarmament and Strategy sponsored in
Beijing by the Institute of Applied Physics and
Computational Mathematics. Some well-known
experts and scholars from the United States, the
United Kingdom, Italy and China were present at
this meeting.

In May, the CPAPD and the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation of the Federal Republic of Germany
co-sponsored the Colloguium on International
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Security in Beijing, which was attended by five
foreign participants including Egon Bahr and
Horst Ehmke, both renowned statesmen of the
Social Democratic Party of FRG and over twenty
Chinese scholars.

In October, the CPAPD and the Pugwash
Conference on Science and World Affairs jointly
organized the Symposium on Peace and Security
in the Asian-Pacific Region, which was attended
by more than fifty experts and scholars from
thirleen countries such as China, the United
States, the Soviet Union, Japan, the United king-
dom and France etc.

In 1988, the CPAPD sent a number of
delegations to visit Romania, Czechoslovakia,
Spain, Finland, Denmark, Norway, the United
States and Canada.

The following are foreign delegations which
visited China at the invitation of the CPAPD in
1988: the delegation of the Canadian Peace Al-
liance, the delegation of the Polish Peace Com-
mittee, the delegation of the All-Indian Peace
and Solidarity Organization, the delegation of the
Peace Council of the German Democratic Re-
public and the Hiroshima Citizens’ Peace and
Friendship delegation of Japan. Among the in-
dividuals invited by the CPAPD were Orlando
Fundora Lopez, President of Movimiento
vCubano Poy La Paz U La Scberrania de Los
Pueblos and Gunnar Lassinantti, Secretary-Ge-
neral of the Peace Forum of the Swedish Labour
Movement.

The international exchanges conducted by
the CPAPD in 1988 have been fruitful. As a
result, mutual understanding and cooperation
have been promoted and friendship strengthened,
which will play a positive role in our future
nongovernmental work for peace. The main-

_tenance of world peace is the most sacred mis-

sion of humanity as a whole. The CPAPD

sincerely wishes to strive for this lofty goal toge-

ther with all peace-loving peoples in the world.
By Lit Yumin
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We fortunately joined the
delegation of the  Chinese
People’s Association for Peace
and Disarmament on a visit to
Canada and the United States in
November, 1988. The visit has
achieved positive results and ac-
complished the aims of seeking
peace and promoting friendship.
We received warm welcome and
gracious hospitality wherever we
went. The profound friendly
feeling shown by the people of
Canada and America to the Chi-
nese people, their ardent love for
and devotion to peace have deep-
ly impressed us.

Maple is very popular in
Canada. There are flame like
red maples at the road side, pond
side, gardens and other places.
By pairing it with the blue sky
and white cloud, a beautiful and
natural picture has unfolded be-
fore our eyes. The Canadians
are as warm as the maple, as
sweet as the maple juice. During
our over two weeks sojourn, we
moved from one city to another.
As we stayed in the houses of
our old friends and new ones,
we were warmly treated as their
guests. We were unconstrained
and felt at home. It was a sad
moment when we bade farewell
to our friends, especially to Ker-
ren Shalanski, Joan Hadrill,
David Smith and Lydia Sayle.
They were members of the
Canadian Peace Alliance delega-
tion which visited China in early

Tan Yaxiu Huang Zhen

1988. They rendered special
care in looking after our delega-
tion. We were moved by their
spirit of devotion to peace.

Qur delegation visited Canada
at the invitation of the Canadian
Peace Alliance, CPA is a national
coordinating  organization  in
which over 500 member organiz-
ations are affiliated. OQur host
worked out a full itinerary which
enabled our delegation to have
the opportunity of getting in
touch with dozens of peace or-
ganizations and  institutions,
mingled with hundreds of peace
and friendly people. Multiple
forms of discussions were held,
in which information and ex-
periences were exchanged, Peace
education was one of the impor-
tant topics we discussed and

learned from. Our Canadian
friends who have involved in
peace educational work, patiently
jntroduced their cxperiences 1o
us in detail. Our luggage were
stuflfed with video tapes, books
and corresponding materials they
provided us. Since the founding
of the CPAPD, we have done
some work in this regard and
gained some  achievements,
However, the experiences of our
Canadian friends gave us quite
a few enlightenment.

In America, we were the
guests of the Center for Defense
Information, which is an Ameri-
can research institute engaged in
the studies of intermational mi-
litary and security issues. CDI
has many tesearch staff, posses-
sed lots of materials and

CPAPD delegation visiting a primary school in Montreal, Canada
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published data and research re-
ports. It has won some reputa-
tion in the States and is regarded
as a “thinktank™ on arms con-
trol and security issues. We have
benefited from the cordial talk
we had with its director Rear
Admiral G. La Rocque (ret.), in
which among others we ex-
changed opinions on the streng-
thening  of friendship and
cooperation between our two or-
ganizations. The friendly feeling
shown by our CDI friends
toward China apd the warm
hospitality they extended to out
delegation are something that are
unforgettable.

The result of the U. S. Pre-
sidential election was about to
be announced when we reached
Washington that very evening.
Our old friend Capt. James Bush,
USN (ret.), associate director of
CDI, who accompanied our
delegation, warmly invited us to
his home to watch the announce-
ment live on TV. About two
dozen guests were assembled,
among them were friends from
Australia and German Democra-
tic Republic. While watching
the TV, animated discussion and
comments prevailed in the hall.
Although many different op-
inions existed, however, there
was a common aspiration for
hoping that the next U, S. Pre-
sident would implement policies
to promote peace and disarma-
ment.

Though our visit to the United
States was only as short as four
days, by the efforts of our CDI

friends, we contacted and dis-
cussed with some prestigeous re-
search institutions, such as the
Arms  Control  Association,
American Enterprises Institute,
Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies, Natural Re-
sources Defense Councll, through
which we exchanged views, en-
hanced mutual understanding
and laid down the foundation for
further cooperation in the future,

The CPAPD is willing to fos+
ter links with the peace organiz-
ations, research institutions and
peace and friendly personages of
various countties, so as to streng-
then our contacts, exchanges and
cooperation, in a common strug-
gle to safeguard world peace, op-
pose the arms race, particularly
the nuclear arms race and strive
for the complete prohibition and

CPAPD delegation
taking part in a
Peace Walk in
Montreal

total destruction of all weapons
of mass destruction. We believe
that our aims can be achieved.
We, as new comers in the peace
movement, are determined to
contribute our energy to this lofty
cause.

A Sl
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Tomorrow Will Be Better

by Tan Jun

When I was a child, nobody I hated more
than the Japanese. At that time, I often heard my
elders talking bitterly about the eight years of the
Japanese aggression. The films I saw and the
picture-story books I read were all about the anti-
Japanese war. While hero-worshipping Li Xiang-
yang and Gao Chuanbao and other heroes, my
heart was filled with hatred for Hatoyama,
Matsuyiand and the like. I recall I was always
puzzled that the army of an island country which
was no larger than one of our provinces could
drive straight into our territory and run amuck
for years. After a lot of thought, I came to the
conclusion that all the people living on those
islands were fierce and evil bandits. ‘I will go
to fight the Japanese devils when I grow up’,
that was what I often said at that time.

After I grew up, though I realised that not
all the Japanese were devils it was difficult to
rid myself of my childhood convictions. On
entering the university, I found there were many

foreign students in my class, naturally including

some Japanese. They all looked quiet and pretty
bookish. Even though they looked much the
same as us, | always felt uncomfortable with them,
telling mysclf not to be taken in by their ap-

pearance, for it was very likely their grandfathers
had killed our Chinese people.

My deep-rooted prejudice was suddenly
changed by something that happened in the depths
of winter in 1982. The students of the calligraphy
department of Japan Saka University paid a visit
to the Beijing University. A dozen of us students
who were interested in calligraphy attended the
reception for them. When it came to on-the-spot
demonstrations of brush calligraphy my classmates
and I, for the most part, copied famous poems
or quotations. Then we sat quietly to watch the
Saka students perform. A very thin girl moved
forward and bowed low to us all. Then she put
the brush in her mouth with her arms. It was a
shock to see she had no hands. The ink-soaked
brush moved slowly over the white paper and

B R L PR X T L N
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five vigorus characters appeared before our eyes:
“No More War Between Japan and China”. All
the members of the Japanese delegation stood up
and bowed o us Chinese teachers and students.
The room rang with enthusiastic applause. While
clapping, I feit the blood surge through my body.
That evening, I wrote only one sentence in my
diary: ‘so they are the same as us’,

Two years later, when the maple leaves were
turning red, we greeted with songs three thousand
Japanese youth in China. In the mist of laughter,
we made some unforgettable friends. Mr. Suzuki
Tetsuaki was one of them. He was a high school
teacher from Chiba county. His great interest
was in Chinese culture,and he particularly liked
Chinese poems and antithetical couplets. During
a meeting devoted to this, our talk ranged from
“Poems to Mr. Chao of Japan” by Li Bai to “In
fapan, It Is the Time of Beautiful Autumn™ by Lu
Xun; from the relationship between Chinese and
Japanese characters to the age-old and well estab-
lished cultures of China and Japan, etc.. On
parting, I copied two lines from a poem by Lu
Xun for Mr. Suzuki: “Having gone through
disasters, we remain brothers. All the old scores
will vanish in our smiles when we meet”. He
was very grateful and thanked me again and
again. Shortly after, he asked someone in Tokyo
to bring me a letter and a scroll. He wrote that
he had read the two lines of the poem to his
class, and many of the students moved to tears.
They wrote a few ines in return. I opened the
scroll on which was written carefully and neatly:
“the moon is always full, trees are always green,
and friendship will remain. Streams flows on
and on, rocks endure, and peace will last for
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ever”, The scroll also bore all styles of signatures.
1 knew they were his students’, a group of
Japanese teenagers who share the same love for
peace.

Standing before the map of the world, I
gazed at our close neighbor separated by only
astrip of water. Though I have never been there.
I know that there are many, many ardent young
people like Mr. Suzuki, who are working quictly
for friendship between Japan and China and for
world peace. The world is so vast but also so
small. Today’s peace has been won by the de-
dicated and struggle of our ¢lders in the past.
As I face the future [ feel a sense of responsibility
as one of today’s youth,

* First prize winner’s prose in the Writing Contest
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7. Program in 1988

The International Sport Aid Program in 1988 was an global activity conforming to the humani-
tarian purpose of the Red Cross.

“The activity was first initiated by a British charjtablo institution. Some twenty million people from
84 countries participated in its first world-wide action in 1986 and more than 35 million were donated
to aid the children of the African countries which suffered from disasters.

The Chinese Organizing Committce of the Intzrnational Sport Aid Program is composed of the
Chinese Red Cross Society, which is a member organization of the CPAPD, and some other organiza-
tions. Mr, Zhu Xuefan, Vice-Chairman of the National People's Congress, was the ditector of the com-
mittec and Mr. Zhao Puchu, Vice-President of the CPAPD, was one of its deputy directors. The aim of
this activity was Lo educate the participants on patriotism so as to promote national spirits and humani-
tarianism, to spread knowledgy ol health carc and hygicne, and further develop children’s health care.

On the morning of April 24th, 1988, the activity of the International Sport Aid Program in China
was begun with 1000-metre running at the Beijing Children’s Palace with the participation of more
than 1300 middle and primary school students. And in the following six months or so, various mass
activities were organized in large and medium sized cities, and also in some towns and counties, such
as long distance race, round-the-city relay race, benefit performances and racing, and Tajiquan exercise
(a kind of shadow boxing) ctc.. Mcanwhile, local Red Cross Societies also gave publicity to children’s
health care and provided children with free medical examinations and treatment. Donations were col-
lected in various ways, such as charity sale, medical consulting and benefit performances. All the dona-
tions collocted from these activities will be used for children’s welfarc. Take Shanghai for example, i
was reporicd that, with the participation of more than two million people in this activity 1,7253 million
Yuan (RMB) were donated and the money will be all used to build a Centre for thc Prevention of
Shortsightedness among Youngsters and some children’s parks in both urban and rural arcas.





