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Symposium on Peace and Security in the
Asian-Pacific Region Held in Beijing

The Symposium on Peace and Security in the Asian-Pacific Region, co-sponsored by the Chinese
People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament and Pugwash Conference on Science and World Af-
fairs, was convened in Beijing on October 17-20, 1988 with the participation of fifty scientists and
scholars from 13 countries such as China, USA, USSR, Japan, India, Malaysia, Thailand, Britain,
France, Australiz, New Zealand, Canada and Switzerfand. Mr. Chou Guangzhao, Vice-president of the
CPAPD and President of the Chinese Academy of Science was present and made a speech at the
opening ceremony. In his opening speech, Dr. Martin Kaplan, Secrctary General of Pugwash Con-
ference, pointed out that we had entered an interesting era in our quest for peace and disarmament.
Our goal should be clear — a nuclear free world. Prevention of nuclear war must be a first priority.

Participants conducted animated and effective discussions on four selected topics: the concept of
regional security, problems in the areas of heightened tension and conflict, scientific cooperation and ex-
change and stopping the arms race in the Asian-Pacific region. Twenty six academic papers were pre-
sented to the meeting.

At the closing ceremory on October 20, Mr. Chou Peiyuan, President of the CPAPD and Mr.
Rotblat, President of the Pugwash Conference made speeches seperately. They expressed their con-
gradulations on the satisfactary result of the meeting. Mr. Rotblat said the Pugwash had held many
meetings in a number of countries. But it was the first time it had held its meeting in China. As
China is a big country, it was of great importance to increase undestanding and cooperation with
Chinese colleagues in seeking peace and security for mankind in future.

Participants considered the meeting efficient and successful.

Liu Yumin
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Symposium on Peace and

Security in the Asian-
Pacific Region

by Zhou Guangzhao, Vice-President of the CPAPD
(Oct. 17, 1988)

Respected friends and colleagues,

In the golden days of fall in Beijing, we welcome cxperts and scholars from thirteen Asian and Pacific
countries to have discussions and exchange of views on peace and security, issues of common con-

cern, together with the Chinese counterparts.

First of all, please allow me to give you our best wishes on behalf of the Chinese People’s Association
for Peace and Disarmament. Our thanks also go to the Pugwash movement and its Secretary-General,
Dr. Kaplan, whose initiative and efforts are indispensable to the successful opening of the Symposium,
Asian-Pacific region is a vast atea with rich resourses, a large population and great potentials. Coexist-
ing in this region are countries of different political systems with very complicated relations among
them, unbalanced development and regional conflicts. The issues of first importance are peace and
development. The Asian-Pacific region is getting more and more important in the overall strategic
pattern of the world, Peace and security in this region play an important role in maintaining global
stability. As there appears some kind of tendency of rclaxation and unstable factors continue to exist
in the present world situation, it is beneficial for Pugwash to take this as the theme of the Symposium.
As a worker of natural science, I am fully aware of the scientists’ responsibility for society. Physicist
Einstain talked about it when he dedicated himself to the peace movement after the Second World
War. I wish all present here to take active part in the heated discussions and get good results by
acting in the Pugwash spirit of science and democacy, putting forward your opinjons and sceking
common ground while reserving differences.

I wish the Symposium every success.
Thank you.
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and Mr. Rotblat at the

Mr. Chou Peiyan (right)
Symposium
Friends and Colleagues:
The three-day Symposium on Peace and Se-
curity in the Asian-Pacific Region is about to
close. Over the past few days, experts and
scholars have conducted extensive and intensive
discussions on peace and security which are the
concerns of international community, and submit-
ted twenty-six papers. The Symposium  has
achieved satisfactory results. I would like to
take this opportunity to express my heartfelt
thanks to all the participants for their fruitful
work and cooperation.

To maintain peace and security in the Asian-
Pacific region is dependent on political, economic,
military, cultural and social factors. The par-
ticipants put forward their opinions and ex-
changed their views with each other in the dis-
cussions, which deepened their mutual under-
standing. The participants hold that world
peace should be taken as a whole, security of
all countries is interrclated, and that overall
peace must be pursued; that arms race must be
stopped and the disarmament process must be
pushed forward. The arms expansion by big
powers for the military superiority should be
opposed and the reduction of military confronta-
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tion and the elimination of military threat should
be advocated. Continuous efforts for political
settlement of regional conflicts should be stressed
with dialogue replacing confrontation. Com-
pliance with the five-principles of peaceful
coexistence should be promoted and it is high
time that power politics be put to an end. It is
the view of the participants that safeguarding
peace and accelerating economic development are
closely related. Economic prosperity and develop-
ment in the Asian-Pacific region are bound to
provide reliable guarantee for peace and security.
Meanwhile, mankind find itself in the era of
rapid devclopment of modern science and tech-
nology. Every country in the Asian-Pacific re-
gion faces severe challenges and should concen-
trate its resources on economic development and
the strengthening of international cooperation
and exchange.

Friends and colleagues, the fine cooperative
refationship between the peace organization and
scientists of China and the Pugwash Movement
can be traced back to the First Pugwash Con-
ference in 1957. Representing China, 1 was
honoured to be present at that historic conference.
After thirty-one years, great changes have taken
place in the international situation and the
Pugwash Movements has been making progress
ing. I appreciate very much the aim of the Pug-
wash Movement to promote peace and disarma-
ment, and to try to make the scientific and tech-
nological achievements benefit mankind. I
am very pleased that this Beijing Symposium
constitutes a component part of the Pugwash
Movement. I sincerely hope that the good co-
operative relationship between the Chinese
People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament
and the Pugwash Movement continues to develop,
and wish you all great success in your efforts
for peace.

Thank you.
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Strive to Promote Peace and Development
in the Asian-Pacific Region

Respected Mr. Chairman,
Respected friends and colleagues,

Entrusted by the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament, I will make a
brief presentation on our views
and positions concerning peace,
security, disarmament and devel-
opment in the Asia-Pacific’ re-
gion, and wish to exchange views
with all those present on those
issues in a frank way.

FIRST, I WOULD LIKE TO
DEAL WITH THE INTERNA-
TIONAL SITUATION AND
THE POSITION AND ROLE
OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC RE-
GION IN THE WORLD.

‘We are happy to see that with
regard to the world situation as
well as the events in the Asia-
Pacific region, desirable changes
have occured: tension is being
eased, and confrontation is turn-
ing into dialogue. The “hot
spots” in some areas have been
cooling down considerably, and
the tendency toward a multipolar
world is evolving. All this has
come about not merely as a re-
sult of the work of one or two
major powers, but mainly
through the joint efforts of all
the nations and the peoples the
world over. At the same time
we are also aware that in the
Asia-Pacific region as well as in
the other parts of the world,
many “hot spots” still remain,
the arms race is still going on,

Lin Huaxuan (China)

and the north-south problem has
become more acute. All this
presents a wortying fact and has
put people on the alert.

At present the Asia-Pacific re-
gion attracts much attention. This
is because that the region covers
a vast territory, populous and
rich in natural resources, and
with enormous potentials yet to
be tapped.  Another reason is
that in this region concentrate
the big countries of different
types including superpower, high-
ly developed countries and devel-
oping countries with the largest
population as well. A third re-
ason is that the region, while ex-
periencing  extremely uneven
development, is riddled with con-
tradictions, intricate relations
and intense struggles, and with
more conflicts or “hot spots™
than any other places. In short,
the Asia-Pacific region with its
increasing influence on the cause
of peace and development has be-
come an important atea in the
world.  Nevertheless, it is not
yet a “central region” in the
world as some people have as-
serted.

NEXT, I WISH TO DISCUSS
THE ISSUES THE ASIA-
PACIFIC REGION IS CON-
FRONTED WITH.

Today’s world is faced with
two fundamental problems. One
is peace and the other develop-
ment. Like the rest of the world

the Asia-Pacific region is faced
with these two fundamental
problems as well.

Now I will discuss the issue
of peace in its following aspects:

1) “HOT SPOTS”. In terms
of the main “hot spots” that
exist in the world today, apart
from the problems of Southern
Africa and Central America, the
problems of Kampuchea, Afg-
hanistan, the Middle East, the
Iran-Iraq war, and the Korean
Peninsular all happen to be in
Asia. These conflicts have not
only forced a colossal burden
onto the countries and peoples
concerned and harmed their in-
terests, but also severely hurt
peace in this region and the world
at large. Recently however, in
the course of seeking political
settlements of these conflicts
some new changes have taken
place which deserve our welcome.
The Soviet Union is pulling out
its troops from Afghanistan. Iragq
and Iran have stopped fighting
and are engaged in negotiation.
Some parties concerned are seek-
ing ways to further ease the situa-
tion in the Middle East and on
the Korean Peninsular. The in-
ternational community has fol
lowed these events with interest
and measured out its apprecia-
tion,

Here 1 would like to make a
particular mention of the Kam-
puchea issue, for it is an issue
that the international community
and the general public in the
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very concerned with. We have
consistently held the view that
the Kampuchea problem was
created by the invasion of Viet-
namese troops. Therefore, the
key to the solution naturally lies
in the total and speedy with-
drawal of the Vietnamese troops.
As Viet Nam has been raking for
various excuses in an attempt to
delay its pullout, it is only na-
tural and right for the interna-
tional community to keep vigi-
lant. As matters stand today
over a political solution to the
Kampuchea problem, attention
ought to be paid first and fore-
most to the issue of the total and
speedy withdrawal of the Viet-
ngmese troops. At the same time,
not only monopolization of po-
wer by the Khmer Rouge should
be avoided, but more important-
ly, the exclusive control of power
by the Heng Samrin-Hun Sen
party must be firmly opposed.
To act otherwise would amount
to accepting the fait accompli
created by Viet Nam's invasion
of Kampuchea. Qur consistent
position is for the formation of
a four-party coalition government
truly headed by Prince Sihanouk.
We do not favour the exclusive
exercise of power by a single
party or the exclusion of any par-
ticular party. Therefore, we sup-
port the proposal that an interna-
tional peacekeeping force and an
international supervision commis-
sion be sent and stationed in
Kampuchea. China seeks no in-
terests of its own in Kampuchea,
and will not in any way seek
o establish any sphere of in-
fluence there. What we have
been driving at is the maintain-
ing of the norms guiding interna-
tional relations and the dignity
of the UN Charter by way of
upholding justice and opposing
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aggression. After the withdrawal
of the Vietnamese troops, the af-
fairs of Kampuchea should be
handled by the Kampuchean peo-
ple themselves freg from any
foreign intervention and China
will be ready to participate in
the relevant guarantees. In a
word, we are doing our best to
effect a fair, reasonable and early
settlement of the Kampuchea
problem so that Kampuchea can
become an independent, neutral
and non-aligned country. We
hope that the Soviet Union will
continue to make its efforts for
the political settlement of the
Kampuchea problem, The eli-
mination of this “hot spot” on
an early date will help restore
peace and stability in Indo-
China and Southeast Asia.

2) ARMS RACE. Peace and
secyrity in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion requires a complete halt in
the arms race and the genuine
implementation of comprehen-
sive disarmament. But regrettab-
ly, today’s reality runs counter
to that. Although the Soviet
Union and the United States
signed the INF Treaty which is
a desirable step in the disarma-
ment process, the agreed reduc-
tion of their nuclear weapons
cavers only a tiny part of their
total nuclear arsenal. And at
the same time, they have not
ceased their arms race. While
reducing the quantity they are
improving the quality and ex-
tending their arms race to outer
space and other high-tech areas.
Moreover, they each have a siz-
able fleet stationied in the Pacific
and are trying their uttermost to
gain superiority at sea. What is
particularly worrying is that
many warships carry nuclear
weapons of different types. We
are also aware that some people
of a given country in this region

are advocating turning their
country into a major military
power and are pushing their
country onto the road of military
build-up for that goal. So it can
be seen that the accomplishment
of comprehensive and thorough
disarmament in the Asia-Pacific
region is a long-term arduous
task that requires the continued
strenuous efforts of the people
of all countries.

3) SECURITY. The Asia-
Pacific region is not secure as
witnessed by the above-mention-
ed “hot spots” and arms race.
Many factors contribute to the
cause of insecurity. But the prin-
cipal ope is the keeping of po-
werful military presenice by the
two supetrpowers in the region
to seek military supremacy and
impose power politics. There-
fore, only when they stop the
arms race and abandon hegemo-
nism can security in the Asia-
Pacific region be guaranteed. In
the final analysis, we definitely
should rely mainly on the joint
efforts of the countries and peo-
ples concerned to bring about
and maintain security in this re-
gion. We are of the opinion that
it is only natural for a nation to
maintain its own security first.
Yet ell nations are interrelated
in terms of security and there-
fore need to exert joint efforts.
No nation should, under the
pretext of its own security of
collective security, undermine the
security of other nations. It is
also our view that the vigorous
military buildup that exceeds the
defence requitement is extremely
dangerous to the security of that
nation as well as the entire re-
gion. The security we are for
is a comprehensive one embrac-
ing political, military, economic
and other fields. Facts tell us
that the achievement of security
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long-term and arduous task that
requires the persistent and con-
crete efforts of the countries and
peoples concerned. We should
focus on the result of actions
rather than beautiful statements
that only sound nice to the ear.

Now I come to the issue of
development.

Peace and development are
the two sides of a coin. Peace
is prerequisite to development
while development serves as the
basis for peace and security. The
survival and future of mankind,
in the last analysis, hinges on
the development of economy and
the protection of environment.
So in this sense, development has
become a pressing issue facing
mankind today. This is not mere-
ly an economic issue, it is also
a political one. There has been
much talking on the economic
growth rate of the Asia-Pacific
region which has registered high-
er than the world average. But
the majority of people and coun-
tries in this region still find them-
selves in a state of poverty and
backwardness, a fact that has
often been overlooked. Peace
and security in the Asia-Pacific
region cannot possibly be built
on the economic impoverishment
of the broad masses of people.
So many countries in this region
need to make every endeavour
to develop their economy and
overcome their economic diffi-
culties. As development and co-
operation in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion have emerged as a central
topic today, various ideas and
plans have been suggested. In
out opinion, the United States
and the Soviet Union should play
a proper role and Japan ought
to make its contribution in adv-
ancing the development and co-
operation in the Asia-Pacific re-

gion. Not long ago Japan’s prime
minister stated in a speech he
made in China: peace is the only
road for Japan and there is no
other way out but peace; Japan
has always stood by the position
against taking the road of a
military power and for flexible
application of its strength in the
political, economic and cultural
fields so as to contribute to the
realization of a lasting peace in
the world. We sincerely hope
Japan will truly carry out its
pledge and actively contribute to
peace and stability in the Asia-
Pacific region.

In a nutshell, the Asia-Pacific
region is faced with many prob-
lems — the “hot spots” to be re-
moved, disarmament to be ma-
terialized, security guaranteed
and development promoted. It
is to this end that the countries
and peoples concerned have ex-
erted themselves and need to
make still greater endeavours in
the future.

LASTLY, I WISH TO SAY
A FEW WORDS ABOUT
CHINA’S POLICY AND POSI-
TION CONCERNING THE
ASIA-PACIFIC REGION.

1) PROMOTE PEACE AND
STABILITY IN THE ASIA-
PACIFIC REGION. China is
concentrating its efforts on a
modernization drive and trying
to safeguard world peace heart
and sou]. We take this as the
point of departure for all the
questions raised and their solu-
tion. Our people need reform,
opening up and economic devel-
opment, and therefore have a
sincere desire for a long period
of peaceful international environ-
ment, particularly peace and
stability in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. China is a force for peace
and will never seek hegemony

even when it has developed.
Rather, it will make more im-
portant contributions to the cause
of peace then. We are fully con-
fident of the future of mankind.
We hold the view that world war
can be avoided and world peace
can be won.

2) RESOLUTELY OPPOSE
THE PURSUIT OF HEGE-
MONY BY ANY BIG POWERS
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC RE-
GION. China upholds the prin-
ciple of independence and non-
alignment, adheres to the posi-
tion against hegemonism, and
has always stood by equality of
all nations, big or small. In
keeping with that principle,
China does not agree to the pur-
suit of hegemony by any big
powers. On this matter of prin-
ciple we will continue to stand
on the side of all the small and
medium-size countries, mnot in
any way on the side of any of
the big powers.

3) LIVE PEACEFULLY
WITH ALL THE COUNTRIES
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC RE-
GION. China wishes to live
peacefully with all the countries
in the world, and especially to
establish good-neighbourly and
friendly relations with all the
countries on its periphery and
nearby. In handling the problems
concerning state-to-state relations,
we have consistently abided by
the five principles of peaceful
coexistence. History has shown
that these five principles of
peaceful coexistence can best
stand the test of time in interna-
tional relations, We stand for
independence and against foreign
intervention. Meanwhile we
stand also for the independence
of other countries and will never
interfere in their internal affairs.
Not only will we ourselves not
interfere, but we will not in any
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4) ACTIVELY PROMOTE
THE POLITICAL SETTLE-
MENT OF THE CONFLICTS
IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC RE-
GION. We have always advocat-
ed settlement of regional conflicts
or conflicts between states
through peaceful means, and
fair, reasonable political settle-
ment of the problem of “hot
spots” in the Asia-Pacific region.
We have taken an active ap-
proach to promote the peaceful
solution to the problems of Kam-
puchea and Afghanistan. In the
spirit of fairness and friendship,
we have been energetically urg-
ing Iran and Iraq to stop fight-
ing and make peace, and work-
ing vigorously to secure peace
and stability on the Korean Pen-
insular while rendering our firm
support for the peaceful reuni-
fication of Korea. Besides we
have solved the border problems
with most of our neighbours
through peaceful consultation
with them. A particular case is
the settlement of the Hongkong
and Macao question by the
method of “one country, two
systems.” All these cases mani-
fest that China has been con-
cerned with and has been prom-
oting peaceful settlement of con-
flicts in real earnest.

5) OPPOSE ARMS RACE
AND FAVOUR DISARMA-
MENT. We stand for complete
prohibition and thorough destruc-
tion of nuclear weapons, biolo-
gical weapons, chemical weapons
and other weapons of mass des-
trucion, and for radical reduc-
tion of conventional arms. Me-
anwhile at present, we urge the
two superpowers to take the lead
in halting testing, manufacturing
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and deploying nuclear weapons,
drastically reducing and destroy-
ing their nuclear weapons of all
types deployed in foreign coun-
tries. As far as the Asia-Pacific
region is concerned, particular
emphasis should be laid on op-
position to arms face at sea and
on the pullout of the super-
powers’ warships from the Paci-
fic. China will persist in its ef-
forts to gradually reach the
above-mentioned goals in disar-
mament. China has cut down
its armed forces by one million
men on its own accord, and con-
verted military industry into civil
industry on a massive scale.
China is a nuclear country. Its
statement on no first use and its
position on thorough destruction
of nuclear weapons are well-
known. When the two nuclear
powers which possess over 95%
of the total nuclear arsenal have
complied with the “three halts
and one reduction”, China will
be ready to participate in an in-
ternational conference with broad
representation and participation
by all other nuclear states, so as
to discuss the issue of complete
prohibition and thorough destruc-
tion of nuclear weapons, and
China will contribute its share to
that goal. Not long ago China
signed and ratified the No. 2 and
No. 3 Protocals to the South
Pacific Nuclear Free Zone. These
facts show that China earnestly
supports and implements disar-
mament.

6) SUPPORT AND PARTI-
CIPATE IN THE INTER-
CHANGES AND COOPERA-
TION FOR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT IN THE
ASIA-PACIFIC REGION. In
order to solve our respec-
tive economic problems and
sirive for common prosperity

we ardently hope that the north-
south dialogue and cooperation
in the Asia-Pacific region will be
a pacesetter in the world and the
south-south cooperation a model
too. We are willing to make a
serious study of and try our best
to promote all proposals that are
conducive to development and
cooperation in this region. China
will adhere to the policy of open-
ing to the outside world and the
development strategy of the coas-
tal areas with a view to facilitat-
ing its own development as well
as strengthening international ex-
changes. We deeply believe that
as long as each party acts in the
spirit of sincerity, equality and
mutual benefit, the Asia-Pacific
region will witness more and bet-
ter exchanges and cooperation for
economic development.

In a word, China attaches
great importance to and is very
concerned with peace and devel-
opment in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, and wishes to contribute
its share.

Friends and colleagues, 1
would like to conclude my
speech by urging each of you to
air his or her views, so that we
can pool our wisdom and efforts
to further enhance peace and
development in the Asia-Pacific
region.

Thank you.
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1. In recent years, more and
more newspapers and magazines
in America and some other wes-
tern countries use “the Pacific
Century” or “the New Pacific
Era” as headlines. Leading per-
sonages in political, economic,
entrepreneurial and  academic
communities of these countries
often talk about how to streng-
then the Pacific economy. Japan
in particular, has strengthened
the research of this subject by re-
inforcing its research institutions,
holding symposiums and sending
delegations to the Asian-Pacific
countries to gain first-hand in-
formation. Leaders from Japan,
the USA and the USSR all call
for greater Asian-Pacific econom-
ic cooperation.

The cause for this growing
“Pacific craze” is, first of all,
that the rapid development of the
Asian-Pacific economy in recent
years has greatly surpassed other
regions, exerting an ever-increas.
ing impact on the wotld economy,
thereby attracting broad attention
all over the world. Japan has
already become a major economic
power and a creditor nation. The
“Four Small Dragons” have ac-
hieved remarkable successes.
China, the ASEAN and other
developing countries have all

‘Wang Shu (China)

scored great achievements. In
the 1960s, the annual average
growth rate of Japan was 10%
while that of the ASEAN was
7% and the “Four Small dra-
gons” 9% in the 70s. From 1965
to 1980, the annual growth rate
of the developed countries in the
Asian-Pacific tegion was 3-6%,
the ASEAN 6-8% and the “Four
Small Dragons” 9-10%. In the
beginning of the 1980s, the speed
of growth was somewhat decreas-
ed, but from 1980 to 1985, the
annual growth of the developed
countries was 2-4% while the
“Four Small Dragons” and the
ASEAN stjll witnessed great ex-
pansion in output, especially in
export. In terms of the ratio
between the total volume of
trade and the GNP in 1985, the
“Four Smell Dragons” increased
by 109%, the ASEAN 43%, far
exceeding the world average of
29%. In 1986 and 1987, the
“Four Small Dragons” gained
an annual growth rate of 10%.
Now the GNP of the Asian-
Pacific region already accounts
for 50% of the world’s total and
its trade volume 40% of the
world’s total.

Besides, the Asian-Pacific re-
gion with its vast Jand, big po-
pulation and rich natural resour-

ces, offers a huge market with
enormous potentiality. In 1985,
the inter-regional trade of the
developed countries in the Asian-
Pacific region accounted for 57-
81% of their total volume of im-
port and 47-83% of export. The
Japan’s import increased from
50% in 1980 to 58% in 1985,
export from 55% to 68%. From
1980 to 1986, the US trade with
the FRG, France, Britain and
Ttaly of the EEC decreased by
7% while its trade with countries
in the region increased by 21%.
The Asian-Pacific region has be-
come an investment market with
great attraction. In 1986 and
1987, private overseas invest-
ment in the Asian-Pacific region
increased by 50% with greater
increases in the “Four Small
Dragons” and the ASEAN coun-
tries, some of which experienced
more than 100% increase. At
present, various countries in the
Asian-Pacific region are carrying
out readjustment and reform,
developing new technologies, and
creating conditions for new prod-
uctive forces to meet the chal-
lenge of the new industrial
technalogical revolution already
confronting it. On the one hand,
they have launched economic,
scientific and technological com-
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[image: image10.png]petition, and developed new
products to improve their com-
petitiveness on the world mar-
ket, on the other hand, they have
deepened their interdependence
and further strengthened mutual
cooperation and coodination.

Another cause is that the
American economic strength has
been on the decline and the world
economy is seeing a mutipoar
development. Ever since the
Second World War, the USA has
maintained great influnce in the
Asian-Pacific region, and many
countries and regions have been
under its “protection” and
“care”. In the recent yeats, the
USSR has increased its military
presence in the Asian-Pacific re-
gion and engaged in a fierce con-
tention with the USA. However,
both the USA and the USSR, now
facing increasing difficulties with
heavy internal and external bur-
dens, have reached such a point
that reform and readjustment
have to be carried out. The USA
has already become a debtor
country and has to rely on the
investment from Japan, the EEC
and the “Four Small Dragons”.
The per capita GNP of Japan has
surpassed that of the USA, in
many hightech areas, Japan has
caught up with or even exceeded
that of the USA, and it is trying
1o overtake the USA in an all-
round way by the beginning if
the next century and join the
rank of political powers of the
world, The “Four Small Dra-
gons” who were previously under
US “care are making tens of bil-
bions of dollars in trade surplus
annually. Due to the emergence
of a multi-polar world, the eco-
nomic relations and paiterns of
the Asian-Pacific region, like
other regions of the world, have
already undergone and will con-
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tinue to undergo profound chan-
ges.

2. With the continuous devel-
opment of the economy, all
countries in the Pacific share the
desire and demand to strengthen
economic exchanges and coopera-
tion in the region. However, be-
cause these countries differ grat-
ly in historical background, econ-
omic systems and levels of devel-
opment, each has its own inter-
ests and ideas. Therefore, the
situation is extremely complicat-
ed, and differences and contra-
dictions are very sharp.

In the early 1960s, with the
rapid development of its econ-
omy, Japan put forward the idea
of setting up a “Pacific Free
Trade Zone”. Chambers of trade
and entreprepeurial organizations
of the 5 developed countries in
the Pacific region (the USA,
Japan, Canada, Australia and
New Zealand) first founded “the
Pacific Basin Economic Council”
(P BEC) in 1967 which was
open to admit the developing
countries. Up to now, it has 16
members and holds regular meet-
ings annually, 21 sessions have
been held. Soon afterwards, the
Japanese Economic Centre held
its first session of the “Pacific
Area for Trade and Develop-
ment” (PAF TAD) in Tokyo in
January 1968, which had the
participation of the developed
and developing countries alike in
the region. It has already held
16 sessions.

Later on, Japanese Prime Min-
ister Masayoshi Ohira expressed
even greater interest in economic
cooperation of the Asian-Pacific
region. When he visited Aus-
tralia in January 1980, he made
a joint proposal with Australian
Prime Minister Fraser to open a
forum on the “Pacific Common

Market” in Canberra in Septem-
ber attended by representitives
of the industrial, commercial,
academic and governmental cir-
cles of different countries. After
that, the 3rd session was held in
Indonesia, and the official title
“the Conference on Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation” was adopt-
ed. China and its Taiwan (in
the name of Chinese Taipei)
formally attended the Conference
in September 1986, making the
membership to 15 countries and
regions (including the USA,
Japon, China, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, six ASEAN coun-
tries, South Korea, Chinese Tai-
pei and the South Pacific Islands
as a whole). However, as a rather
loose and still developing orga-
nization, the Conference on Paci-
fic Economic Cooperation re-
mains a forum for exchanging
views. Many patticipants believe
that due to the development of
the economic situation of the
Pacific, ong should not be satis-
fied with general exchange of
opinions apd forumdike discus-
sions. But so far as consensus
has been reached on how to
promote such cooperation. In
the past few years, statesmen in
Japan, the USA and other coun-
tries including ex-Prime Minister
of Japan Nakasone and US Secre-
tary of State Schuliz have all
called for the strengthening of the
Pacific cooperation, but they
have not put forward concrete
ideas. All this reflects the com-
plexity and arduousness of the
development of the economic
situation of the Pacific.
Different countries have dif-
ferent ideas towards the Pacific
economic cooperation. The USA
is facing enormous economic dif-
ficulties and fierce competitions
from Japan, the EEC and the
“Four Small Dragons” on dom-
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With its persistent huge deficits
in foreign trade and budget and
growing foreign debt, it has be-
come what it calls “capitalism
without capital”. In order to im-
prove its conditions, besides ex-
erting pressure on Japan and the
“Four Small Dragons”, the USA
has signed bilateral free trade
agreements with Canada, Mexico
and other countries, and is sound
out other countries and regions
in the Asian-Pacific about setting
up a free trade ring linked by
bilateral free trade agreements
with the USA as the centre. Dur-
ing Prime Minister Takeshita’s
visit to the USA last January, it
proposed a bilateral free trade
pact with Japan, putting Japan
in a difficult position. Japan,
already a major economic power,
is still carrying out economic re-
adjustment and  development,
strengthening its competitiveness
on world market, seeking outlets
for its huge capital and eventual-
ly surpassing the USA economic-
ally, scientifically and technolo-
But with its escalating trade fric-
tion with the USA, and growing
trade competition from the EEC
and “Four Small Dragons” Japan
has also many difficulties. More-
over, the America’s intention to
expand its free trade ring and
the effort of the EEC to set up
unified market by 1992 have in-
tensified its sense of crises. The-
refore, unlike the USA, some
Japanese figures believe that a
common-matket-type cooperation
should be established in the
Asian-Pacific region with the
final objective of liberalizing
trade, opposing trade protection-
ism, and that such cooperation
should be open rather than
closed, multilateral, equal, pre-
ferential in general rather than
exclusionist and regionalistic.

Differences and contradictions
also exist in other aspects. The
“Four Small Dragons” have
their own intentions. Although
they complain a lot about Amer-
ican protectionism  especially
American demand on them to re-
duce trade surpluses, raise ex-
change rates and open their
domestic markets, they still rely
on the American market for a
huge proportion of their export,
and they cannot do without
American transfer of technology.
Naturally they certainly hope to
see that Japan will offer better
terms and favours in terms of
capital, technology and the open-
ing of the domestic market, but
they are not that confident about
Japan’s sincerity in cooperation,
and have more misgivings about
the competitiveness of Japanese
products. The ASEAN couniries
welcome investment and technol-
ogy transfer from Japan and
other developed countries, but
they also fear that such Pacific
cooperation will exert a nega
tive influence on the unity of
the ASEAN. Moreover, from
historical experiences, they are
very much alert about Japan’s
possible domination in such co-
operation.

The USSR was used to criticize
and assail the economic coopera-
tion of the Pacific, denouncing
it as “the product of imperial-
ism”. However, it made a turn-
about after Gorbachev’s speech
in Vladivostok in July 1986, and
expressed great interest in parti-
cipating in the Conference on
Pacific Economic Cooperation.
As a guest speaker, Primakov,
director of the Institute of the
‘World Economy and Internation-
al Relations stated at the Confer-
ence on Pacific Economic Co-
operation held in Osaka in May
1988 that the USSR had already

given up its past incorrect views
concerning regional organizations
of the Pacific and were interested
in joining the Pacific economic
cooperation and the Conference.
In September 1987, the standing
committee of the Conference dis-
cussed the applications of the
USSR and other countries, and
concluded that, in view of the
weak organizational foundation
of the Conference, the admittance
of new members would be post-
poned to the New Zealand Con-
ference in November 1989. But
3 workshops of the Conference
already accepted the USSR.

3. In light of the development
of the economic cooperation of
the Pacific in recent years, the
rapidly developing Pacific region
is indeed full of vitality, and the
future is very promising. How-
ever, there are different ideas,
sharp contradictions, and many
difficulties, and there is still a
long way to go. If progress in
Pacific cooperation is going to
be made, all countries and re-
gions in the Pacific, especially
the developed powers should
undertake to maintain the peace
and stability in the region, and
make it a place for friendly co-
operation and genuine mutual as-
sistance, not a place for seeking
power and profits or expansion of
spheres of influence. Following
the principles of peaceful coexis-
tence, all countries and regions
should respect each other and
treat others as equals; the rich
should not suppress the poor,
and the strong should not bully
the weak; no country should in-
terfer in other countries’ internal
affairs and encroach upon the
sovereignty of other countries.
Meanwhile, exchanges should be
conducted on the basis of equal-
ity and mutual benefit in the

(Continued on P. 16)
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Prize-Rwarding Ceremony of “Youth and Peace” Writing
Contest Held in Beijing

The prize-awarding ceremory of “Youth and
Peace” writing contest co-sponsored by the
Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disar-
mament and jts member organizations — All-
China Students’ Federation, the Chinese People’s
Association for the Promotion of Peaceful Uses of
Defence Technology as well as China Youth News
was held in Beijing on September 26. Madam
Kang Keqing and Mr. Chou Peiyuan, bota Vice-
presidents of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference, attended the ceremony and
presented the prizes to the winners. On behalf
ol Mr. Federico Mayor, Director-General of
UNESCO, Mr. Tylor, representative of UNESCO
in China, sent a congradulatory message to the
ceremory, He praised “the activity will help to
construct the defense of peace™.

In his speech, Mr. Chou Peiyuan, President
of the CPAPD, set a high value on the success
of this activity and expressed, as an elder peace
activist, his hope to the young generation.

The contest attracted young people of va-

12

rious trades and professions. Among the patici-
pants were students, workers, farmers, army men
and women and students studying abroad. After
more than onz month of careful selection among
45,000 entrics, three were chosen for the top
Pprize, ten for the second prize, thirty for the third
prize and one hundred for the souvenir prize.
Liu Yumin
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Hong Fang

Hydropower Bureau, Tongcheng County,

Anhui Province

One

So this is the ancient Great Wall, and this
is the Jiayu Pass! In the golden sunshine of
July, T wander about unhurriedly on the sentry
towers. A sense of bleakness suddenly wells up
in my heart —

‘Where are those builders? Where are those
officers and men guarding the Pass? And where
are those rulers who depend on the great passes
to keep the enemy out?

Nothing but quietness and silence surround
the Pass and the Great Wall. I give a lonely
cry in this wildness. But who is it there to answer
me?

The Great Wall winds through the Gansu
Corridor, ending up here broken in desolation.
Standing at the western end of the Great Wall,
Jiayu Pass holds the strategic point at Qilian
mountains. This wild desert is where many batt-
les were fought in ancient times.

In this vast wildness, the Pass stands so
firm. But why do I feel a sense of bleakness?
Why can’t I help asking aloud?

Two

Some swallows are here chirping so sadly.

Swallows, are you the living souls of the an-
cient warring soldiers? Do you mean to say
something to me, a young person who has climb-
ed the Pass some centuries later?

I don’t dare to knock on a stone for fear
of being overwhelmed by heavy legends. With
Qilian mountains to the north, I lock east to the
western Gansu, where generations of people have
come to fight, only end up dead on the Pass. The
swallows chirp in hatred of the incessani wars
and displacement.

It is true that the solid Great Wall has stop-

ped foreign invaders, and the imposing Jiayu
Pass has held in check the northern nomads.

But aren’t the tears and blood shed by the soldiers
on the Great Wall and around the Pass a denun-
ciation of the border clashes?

Three

The door to out nation should have long
been open. The Great Wall and Jiayu Pass really
deserve a historical question mark!

Here after the sense of bleakness runs out,
1 finally feel a little gratified. There before me,
in stead of the battleground where conscripted
husbands cried out in resentment and soldiers
shed tears, 1 see an oasis, where smoke lightly
rises from kitchen chimneys.

Peace has turned the Great Wall and Jiayu
Pass into a tranquil village and fertile pasture
land, and a history textbook for the descendants
of Emperors Yan and Huang to reflect on.

1 sincerely wish there were no Great Wall
and Jiayu Pass and that the world could be free
from the flames of war!

This wish is shared by the swallows flying
over here and the people visiting the towers at
Jiayu Pass and the Great Wall for generations
to come!

Four

We value peace even more because of the
Great Wall, the Jiayu Pass and the tens of mil-
lions of people who laid down their lives for it!

We call for peace in greater urgency because
of the war in the South and the cries of those
who have been deprived of their loved ones!

1 stand on Jiayu Pass lost in reflection. Not
far away, several young people begin to sing
“Fill the World with Love”. The ancient Great
Wall and the magnificent Jiayu Pass ring with
their melodious singing. 1 seem to see that the
swallows ‘are turning into white peace doves
carrying my wish into the distant sky.
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On An On-The-Ground Chalk Drawing
Competition for the Chinese and Foreign
Children

September 20 was the International Day of Peace designated by the United Nations and its theme
for 1988 is Children and Peace. In order to welcome the day, Soong Ching Ling Foundation, a
member organization of the CPAPD, co-sponsered with some other organizations a “For Children,
For Peace” on-the-ground chalk drawing competition for the Chinese and foreign children.

More than 500 children from 14 countries espressed their innocent and good wishes to their
hearts’ content with colored chalks in the forty-minute long contest, After the contest, the children
signed their names on an enomous banner which read “We Love Peace, We Cherish Future”. The
banner will be presented to the United Nations.

After the selection by the members of an appraisal committee, three children were awarded the
firs prize, nine the second and eighteen the third, among whom, six second or third prize winners
were foreigners. The Perseverence Prize was given to a handicapped child.

Some leaders of Soon Ching Ling Foundation and Fan Zeng, a famous painter and calligrapher,
were present at the competition and awarded prizes to the winners. At the opening ceremony, a
person in charge of Soong Ching Ling Foundation explained that the competition was designed to
provide an opportunity for children to express their love for life and peace, theixr good wishes for fu-
ture and their sentiments of solidarity and friendship. Future belongs to children, but it is only in a
peaceful world that the healthy growth of children can be ensured.

The competition ended successfully with hundreds of peace doves flying up to the blue sky.
Liu Yumin
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On March 20, 1986, Thangavelu Srinivasa Rao and Rajasekaran Gnanasckaran, students of the Elec-
tronic Engineering Department of Pondicherry University, India, left their hometown and began the
three-year around-the-world cycling tour for peace. Setting out from South Asia through Southeast
Asia, Oceania, Latin America, North America and Europe, they came to East Asia after having ex-
perienced the scasonal changes and overcome numerous difficuities. They have cycled through more
than thirty countries totaling 52,000 kilometers. On October 14, the two Indian students atrived in
Beijing. They said that it was for the lofty aim of world peace and disarmament that they had made
this peace journey.

Zhou Gu-cheng, vice-chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress, and Lin
Hua-xuan, vice-president of the Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament, met with
the peace messengers respectively during their stay in Beifing. They expressed their heartfelt appre-
ciation of and admiration for this peace act, wish'd them every success and wrote down some com-
ments.

It is said that the Indian students are going to Japan, the United States, the Soviet Union and other
countries from Beijing. They will present the UN Secretary-General at the UN headquarters next
March with the books containing signatures and comments by the celebrities collected throughout the
peace journey.

News in brief
Chinese Children Participate in the UN Activities
in Memory of the International Day of Peace

The International Day of Peace — September 20, 1988, was dedicated to children all over the world,
On that day, Perez de Cuellar, UN Secretary-General, sounded the peace bell at the UN headquarters
to observe the International Day of Peace. He said in the speech that the commemorative activities
were to “‘sow the seeds of peace in the heart of every child”.

Chosen by Song Qingling Foundation to take their works for show at the “Art Exhibition of Chinese
Children” in New York, the four little Chinese painters jointly drew a Chinese ink painting of flowers
and animals and presented it to the UN SecretarysGeneral to express the Chinese children’s Iove and
desire for world peace.
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The Chinese Association for Intemational Understanding

The Chinese Association for International
Understanding is sponsored by and composed of
prominent personages, scholars and social acti-
vists from various organizations, political parties
and other social bodies in China.

The Association ajms at promoting mutual
understanding and friendship between China and
other countries and safeguarding world peace,

The Association wishes to co-operate and
sponsor exchanges with organizations, political
parties, scholars, prominent personages and social
activists of other countries having the same desire.

The Association engages in such activities
as the exchange of visitors, organization of forums
and lectures, participation in international con-
ferences, cxchange of publications, etc.

The Council of the Association convenes
once a year. In case of necessity, the Council
may convene at any time it seems convenient.

The Council of the Association has a presi-
dent and several vice-presidents, The secretary-
general and deputy secretaries-general assist the
president and vice-presidents in their work.

President: Li Yimang, member of the
Standing Committee of the Central Advisory
Commussusof the Communist Party of China,

The Office of the Association {s responsible
for day-to-day work.

The Association funds come from contribu-
tions by members of the Council and govern-
ment assistance.
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(Continued from P. 11}

spirit of learning from other pec-
ple’s strong points to make up
one’s deficiencies. One should
be fair and reasonable in trade,
prices, transfer of technology,

loans, investment and other is-
sues, make them mutually bene-
ficial. One should not practise
national egoism and protection-
ism, hold back things from others
or deliberately try to control
others. So long as these univer-

sal principles for cooperation are
genuinely followed, the Pacific
cconomic cooperation can over-
come difficulties and make
steady progress, and the dream
for peace and cooperation in the
Asian-Pacific can come true.
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