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President Zhou Peiyuan’s
Speech at the International Meeting
for Nuclear-Free Zones in Berlin

ZHOU PEIYUAN
President, Chinese People’s Association
for Peace and Disarmament; Vice-Chair-
man, Chinese People’s Political Consul-

tative Conference

Comrade President,
Friends and colleagues,

On behalf of the Chinese People’s Associa-
tion for Peace and Disarmament, 1 feel greatly
honoured to participate in this Berlin Interna-
tional Meeting for Nuclear Weapon Free Zones,
And it gives me much pleasure to exchange
views with my friends from other countries cn
the issue of maintaining world peace. But be-
fore that I wish to express my gratitude to
the government of the German Democratic Re-
public and its people for their kind hospitality
and contribution in preparing this meeting.

The safeguarding of world peace is an is-
sue of utmost importance and urgency for man-
kind. As a physicist I know only too well the
tremendous destruction of nuclear weapons of
today and the holocaust that a nuclear war
would inflict on our civilization. The destiny
and future, therefore, are closely related to the
struggle against nuclear war and for world
Ppeace.

But has the interpational situation been
developing in the direction of peace and re-
laxation in recent years? We are of the opinion
that the international situation has been relax-
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ed to a certain degree. After years of setbacks
the United States and the Soviet Union have
finally signed the INF treaty. As required by
the Geneva agreement on the Afghanistan dssue
the Soviet Union has started to pull out its
troops, which has created the conditions ne-
cessary for restoring the independent, peace
and non-alighment status of Afghanistan. Ten-
sion has also been somewhat eased in Europe
with increased contacts and dialogues between
cast and west Europe. The leaders of the United
States and the Soviet Union held their fourth
meeting in Moscow mnot long ago and failed
to reach an agreement on the fifty per cent re-
duction of their offensive strategic weapons, a
major issue high on the summit agenda. Never-
theless, we think that negotiations are better
than confrontation because they help reduce
world tension. We hope this dialogue can keep
its momentum and both the United States and
the Soviet Union will continue to follow the
present course to cut back their strategic
nuclear weapons and nuclear weapons of all
types. Meanwhile we should be fully aware
that world peace is still in a precarious condi-
tion; that the arms race between the super po-
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still exists; and that the protracted regional
and local wars are dragging on. All these fac-
tors pose a grave threat to world peace. Con-
sequently, before we could enjoy genuine re-
laxation of world tension, we have to traverse
-2 long and hard course which can even meet
with reverses.

At present the two superpowers’ arms race
is experiencing an important change with ac-
celerated updating and upgrading of nuclear
weapons, namely, to reduce the quantity and
improve the quality and to develop into outers-
pace and other spheres of high technology. Wit-
nessing this new trend of development, people
naturally would demand the United States and
the Soviet Union., which possess the largest
and most sophisticated nuclear arsenals in the
world, shoulder their special responsibility in
stopping the arms race and take the lead in halt-
ing the test, the production and the deployment
of all types of nuclear weapons and in drasti-
cally reducing and eliminating all their nuclear
weapons of all kinds deployed both at home
and abroad, We refer to this position of ours as
“three halts and one reduction”. The “three
halts and one reduction” position covers all
types of nuclear weapons including both the
offensive and defensive nuclear weapons, and
embracing both the strategic and tactic nu-
clear weapons, This position of ours is an in-
separable entity which demands that the “three
halts” and “one reduction” should be closely
connected, It not only requires the two nuclear

superpowers to make “drastic reduclions”, but
also demands that they comply with the “three
halts”. The fifty per cent reduction under ne-
gotiation between the United States and the
Soviet Union at present covers only part of
their offensive strategic weapons. While this
naturally is welcome, such an agreement, even
if reached and carried out, would not mean
that the United States and the Soviet Union
had drastically reduced their nuclear weapons,
as the remaining portion of their nuclear wea-
pons would still be capable of destroying the
world many times over. We therefore hope they
will take further steps in this arca. Once the
United States and the Soviet Union have ge-
nuinely carried out the “three halts” and “one
reduction”, favourable conditions will be creat-
ed for convening an international conference
on nuclear disarmament with broad represen-
tation and the participation of all nuclear coun-
tries to discuss the question of complete pro-
hibition and thorough destruction of all nu-
clear weapons.

At present many countries are demand-
ing the establishment of puclear weapon free
zones. 1t reflects the just desire of the regions
and countries concerned for removing the
threat of nuclear war and safeguarding peace
and stability there. China respects all such
agreements once they are reached through con-
sultation by the countries concerned in those
regions. China has undertaken the obligation
not to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear
countries or regions and will not be the first





[image: image4.png]to use nuclear weapons, and signed and adopt-
ed the Additional Protocal IL annexed to the
Treaty for the Prohibtion of Nuclear Weapons
in Latin America. Last year China also signed
Protocat No. 2 and No. 3 attached to the South
Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty.

We hold the view that while striving for
nuclear disarmament we must also make an
effort to realize conventional disarmament.
‘What the two opposing military blecs in Euro-
pe possess in their arsenals are mainly con-
ventional weapons. Nobody can guarantee that
a large-scale conventional war will not escalate
into a nuclear one. Needless to say, the United
States and the Soviet Union should take the
Iead in cutting back substantially on their con-
ventional weapons as well. We also call for
the complete prohibition and thorough destruc-
tion of space weapons, chemical and biological
weapons and other weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

Europe has been rather unfortunate in suf-
fering from the outbreak of two world wars.
Should a third one break out it would plunge
the European people into an unprecedented
catastrophe. However, great changes have taken
place in Europe since the end of World War
I1.Today’s Europe, including both east Europe
and west Europe, has become a force that
checks war and defends world peace. We fully
understand the strong desire cherished by the
European people to oppose war, defend peace
and to bring about disarmament. Special men-
tion should be made of the people of GDR,
who, under the leadership of the Socialist Unity
Party of Germany and Comrade Erich Hone-
cker, have put forward mariy useful suggestions
and appeals and made positive efforts'in order
to promote disarmament, case world tension,
maintain peace in Europe and other parts of
the world and prevent the recurrence of war
on their soil. We appreciate all these efforts
and initiatives,

China is devoted to promoting peace and
disarmament through concrete actions. Two
years ago we cut back our armed forces by one
million troops. The portion of cur national de-
fence expenditure in the state budget has de-
creased from 17.5 per cent in 1979 to 8 per
cent this year. Calculated on per capita basis,
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the national defense expenditure is only five
US dollars. A substantia] part of the enterpri-
ses for military production has been shifted to
civilian production.

The safeguarding of world peace is a com-
plicated and difficult task that requires the ac-
tive participation of the broad masses of the
people the world ovet. History has Proven that
the people do have a role to play in the pre-
vention of nuclear war and the maintenance
of world peace. The unprecedented awakening
and resolute struggles of the people in different
countries have played an important part in de-
fence of world peace since the end of World
War II. Today we are happy to see that the
people throughout the world including the So-
viet and the Amercian peoples desire peace and
reject war, particularly nuclear war, This is
the real “deterrence”. The multitude of Asian,
African and Latin American countries as well
as other small and medium-sized countries are
strongly calling for disarmament and peace in
the world arena. With their influence and role
steadily growing they have hecome a major
force to be reckoned with for checking war
and defending peace. It is our view that coun-
tries, big or small, nuclear or non-nuclear,
strong or weak in its military strength, should
not only enjoy equal rights to jointly participate
in the reviewing and solving of issues of peace-
and disarmament, but can also make contri-
butions to world peace. Matters concerning
peace and disarmament must not be monopo-
lized by one or two big powers, still less can
their behaviour undermine the interests of other
couniries.

The secutity of different countires is closes
ly related to world peace. Therefore, to infringe
upon any other country’s independence or sove-
reignty is to endanger world peace. We are op-
posed to interference in the internal affairs and
encroachment upon the sovereignty of other
countires no meatter what forms they take. Now
that foreign troops have decided to withdraw
from Afghanistan, it is high time for foreign
troops to pull out of Kampuchea completely,
The South African troops and the Israeli troops
must also get out of their occupied territories

(continued on P. 13}
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Mr. Chairman,

It is my great honor to be here represent-
ing the Chinese People’s Association for Peace
and Disarmament, which, as the Jargest non-
governmental peace organization in China set
up in 1985, is taking its first opportunity to
attend a special UN session on disarmament.
Please allow me, on behalf of the Association,
to express our active support to the convocation
of the Third Special UN Session on Disarma-
ment and our sincere hope that this session
will uphold and further the basic principles
elaberated in the Final Document of the First
Special UN Session on Disarmament and be
a complete success.

Mr. Chairman, this session is held within
the context that there arise in the international
situation trends towards relaxation whereas
the disturbing factors continue to exist. Peace

and development are the two themes of the
world today. What should we do then to safe-
guard peace and seek development? 1 think
we may concert our efforts in four areas as
follows.

First, to advance the disarmament process.
This session is the third time that people are
gathered here to discuss the crucial matter of
disarmament. The INF Treaty signed by the
United States and the Soviet Union by the end
of Jast year marked the beginning of nuclear
disarmament and as such should be positively
assessed. The negotiation between the two
countries on reducing their strategic nuclear
weapons by 50 percent is underway but has
not yet come to an agreement. Despite all this,
the arms race still exists and so also does the
nuclear threat. We have constantly opposed the
arms race and advocated the complete prohibi-
tion and thorough destruction of nuclear wea-
pons, chemical weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction and the drastic reduction of
conventional arms. The fact of armament in
today’s wotld is that the arms possessed by
the United States and the Soviet Union far ex-
cced those of all other countries. Especially
they hold between them over 95 percent of the
world’s nuclear arsenal. Both of them thus have
a special responsibility for disarmament and
there is reason for the people of the world to
demand that they take the lead in drastically
reducing their armament, especially nuclear ar-
mament. This is the right way to disarmament.
And it is coming to be the consensus of world
opinion. I would like to stress here that in
stopping the arms race, we do not want to see
the arms reduced in numbers but improved in
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weapons withdrawn only to be replaced by
new ones, nor a unitary offensive system devel-
oped into a combined offensive and defensive
one, and even less the arms race expand to the
outer space. In short, we hope that the United
States and the Soviet Union could reach an
aagreement on cutting back their strategic
nuclear arms by 50 percent as soon as pos-
sible. And they should also take new sub-
stantial steps towards the thorough prohibi-
tion of chemical weapons, the reduction of
conventional arms and the prevention of arms
race in the outer space.

Second, to resolve regional conflicts. Di-
sarmament is important to world peace and
security. But it is not adequate to conduct di-
sarmament alone, and nor is it possible to achie-
ve genuine disarmament in a world situation
marked by disturbance. It is known to all that
in the world there are a number of protracted
“hot spots”, that not only make the local peo-
ple to suffer but also cause regional intran-
quility. The Geneva Agreement on Afghanistan
signed recently is a victory of upholding the
principles of international justice. By the same
token, it is high time for the Kampuchean issue
to be resolved. All foreign iroops must be pull-
ed out from Kampuchea. In a world, the politi-
cal settlements to all thesc regional conflicls
would ultimately require that power politics be
opposed, and aggression and expansion stopp-
ed and the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexi-
stence strictly observed by all countires in their
international relations.

Third, to promote world economic pros-
perity. Disarmament is conducive to develop-
ment. Development is the North-South problem.
The current world economic situation is grim,
with the North-South gap extending further. At
the same time, the world military spendings
amount to US$ 1 trillion a year. A large for-
tune of mankind is thus gobbled up by the
arms race, Among the 5 billion inhabitants of
this planet, three quarters live in under-deve-
lopment. Based on this, it is very difficult to
imagine that peace could be solid and durable,
And so, we stand for that according to the
principle of mutual benefit, the North and
the South must join their efforts to overcome
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present difficulties, to find a way out for both
and to promote stability and prosperity of the
world economy. Meanwhile ,we demand that
the arms race be stopped and the limited funds,
resources and manpower be exploited to de-
velop the economy and to improve the people’s
livelihood. My Association has supported the
measures taken by the Chinese Government
in recent years to reduce the armed forces by
1 million, to cut the military expenditure and
to convert defense industry to civilian produc-
tion.

Fourth, to bring into play the role of the
people. It is the common aspiration and power-
ful voice of the people of the world today to
advance disarmament and to demand peace.
Different social forces have converged under
the banner of safeguarding world peace and
rolled into an irresistible historical trend, In
advancing disarmament, the hue and cry of
mass organizatiosn, the scholarly works by re-
search institutes and the contributions by pu-
blic figures, all produce immeasurable impact
morally and in terms of public opinion and
popular will. There is much for the masses of
the people to accomplish.

In the International Year of Peace, my
Association coordinated its member organiza-
tions in carrying out more than 40 large and
medium sized activity projects. Last year, we
attended the UN Regional Conference for the
World Disarmament Campaign in Beijing and
explored ways to disarmament and security to-
gether with other participants. My Association
has also established friendly ties extensively
with peace organizations and groupings in
other countries, and wishes to make practical
efforts and contributions in safeguarding peace
and advancing disarmament.

Thank you.
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— for the Release of Nelson Mandela

July 18th, 1988 was the 70th birthday of
Mr. Nelson Mandela, the famous black fighter
and leader of the African National Congress
of South Africa. [t was the 26th birthday he
spent in prison in South Africa. Although
few people have ever met the imprisoned
Mandela — millions were born after he was
put into prison, the celebration of his birthday
and the struggle for his frecdom have hecome
a global militant action transcending national
boundaries.

Since the beginning of this year, many
countries have launched various activities of
different scales for the release of Mandela.
They reached a climax around his birthday.
The United Nations held a rally in its head-
quarters on the occasion of Mandela’s
birthday, expressing support for those who
suffered persecution for their fight against
apartheid and racial discrimination. UN
Secretary General Perez de Cuellar, who was
present at the rally, praised Mandela as a black
leader “who stands at the forefront of the
movement against racism of South Africa”.
More than one hundred member nations at-
tended the rally.

Leaders of governments or countries in-
cluding China issued statements or sent mes-
sages 1o the South African authorities, de-
manding the immediate release of Mandela.
Press in different countries carried feature
articles or editorials on Mandela. Rallies or
demonstrations were held in different coun-
tries to express solidarity with Mandela and
demand for his immediate and unconditional
release. A delegation of ANC of South Africa
headed by Johnson Makathini attended & rally
in Beijing which was held by people [rom
different circles to support Mandela and the
just struggle of the South African people.

On the same day, demonstrations were
held in Ialy, Sweden, Finland, and other
countries. There was a mammoth rally in the
central park of New work. A special religious

service was held for Mandela and other im-
prisoned leaders of South Africa in central
London. In Britain, one million people wore
“FREE NALSON MAMDELA” birthday
badges while rallies or other activities were
held at more than twoe hundred places. France
sive world campaign for the release of Man-
dela for many years. Although the South
African authorities have strengthened both
hard and soft reactionary tactics, the struggle
released if he gives up th estruggle against
racism. But it has heen rejected flatly by the
long-improned stateman. The “Freedom at
70 Campaign™ of this year is the most exten-
hinted time and again that Mandela will be
launched a one-week-long commemorative
activity with youth and racial discrimination
as its theme including a three-day international
meeting, which was attended by delegates
from SWAPQO Youth League and Committee
on South Africa War Resistance. A “Support
Mandela Week” was launched in Uganda.
The South Africa authorities dispatched
helicopters and armoured cars together with
armed policemen in an attempt to stop the
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birthday. But the Masses broke through all
obstacles to hold rallies or give performances
to pay their respect to the imprisoned black
leader. Some young people had Mandela’s
portrait painted on their clothes with the
words “MANDELA, YOUR FREEDOM IS
OURS”., Mandela’s wife Wennie Mandela re-
ceived from various part of the world over
150,000 birthday cards and messages marking
Mandcla’s birthday., Among the senders werc
King Juan Carlos of Spain, French Primier
Rocard and Senegalese President Diouf.

On June 11th, a 10-hourlong grand con-
cert was held in London’s Wembley Stadium.
Famous singers from many countries staged
performances for the release of Mandela. The
concert was televised by the BBC and beamed
to all parts of the world through satellite.
About one billion people in sixty countries
watched the concert,

Having received training in law, Nalson
Mandela joined the ANC in 1944 and later
became its leader. At first, Mandela ad-
vocated non-violent struggle to end the racist
tule in South Africa. But the South African
authorities’ cruel supression gradually changed
his view. After the Sharpevill Massacre in
which the South African authourities slaughter-
ed 69 unarmed black demonstrators, the ANC
formed its own armed organization “Spear of
Nation” under Mandela’s initiative, In 1962,
accused of inciting workers to strike and leav-
ing the country illegally, Mandela was put into
prison. One year later, he was brought to trial
on charge of “treason” along with other ANC
leaders. He was sentensed to life imprison-
ment in 1964.

Mandela was the No. 1 defendand of the
trial, but he presented his view vehemently
and delivered a four-hourlong speech “I Am
Prepared to Give My Life”, making him
famous in the world. Before the sentense was
issued, a World Campaign for the Release of
South African Political Prisoners emerged in
London in October 1963. Because of the
worldwide condemnation of the public
opinion, the South Africa Authorities did not
dare to send Mandela and other Jeaders to the
gallows.
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Over the years, many large scale activities
for the release of Mandela were held in dif-
ferent countries. In 1980, a South African
newspaper, in just a few weeks, collected
100,000 signatures, calling for the release of
Mandela. Public polls at that time indicated
most South Africans regarded Mandela’s
their true leader. In June of the same year,
UN Security Council and European Parliament
unanimously called for the unconditional re-
lease of Mandela.

In 1982 when Mandela had been in
prison for 20 years, ANC’s President Oliver
Tambo called on the whole world to strenthen
their efforts for the release of Mandela. More
than one million people signed on an inter-
national petition, which was delivered to the
UN Secretary General by Father Trevor
Huddleston, leader of anti-racial discrimina-
tion campaign. Many foreign delegations put
pressures on the South African authorities
during their visits to South Africa.

While in prison, Mandela has been
awarded many honorary titles and degrees.
There are streets, squares or schools named
after Mandela in many countries. In 1981,
the City Glagow in Britain conferred the title
of “Free Man of the City” to Mandela. The
act was appreciated by 2,000 mayors around
the whole world.

The South African authorities have
hinted time and again that Mandela will be
released if he gives up the struggle against
racism. But it has beea rejected flatly by the
Jong-imprisoned stateman. The “Freedom at
70 Campaign” of this year is the most exten-
sive world campaign for the release of Man-
dela for many years. Although the South
African authorities have strengthened both
hard and soft reactionary tactics, the struggle
of the South African people has deepencd
under the inspiration and encouragement of
the name Mandela. The young blacks of
South Africa have mastered the tactics of
underground struggle, and have grown up as
determined fighters under difficult conditions.
Many white people in South Africa who are
opposed to racial discrimination are joining
the blacks in the struggle against the violent

(Continued on P.13)
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Attending IPPNW Conferenee

by Wu Weiran and Fang Qi
August 7, 1988

The 8th Conference of the International
Physicians for Prevention of Nuclear War
(IPPNW)- was held from June 2nd to 6th,

1988 in Montreal, Canada. Chinese doctors
Ma Haide (George Hatem), Wu Weiran, Hu
Yaniei, Zheng Shu and Fang Qi attended the
conference. Present at the conference were
about 2,000 physicians from 55 countries as
well as hundreds of medical students, peace
activists and journalists,

The conference was declared open by Ca-
nadian doctor Ashford, president of the con-
ference. American doctor Lown and Soviet
doctor Kuzin, IPPNW’s cochairman, spoke
at the opening session. Amcrican and Soviet
officials read out respectively Mr. Reagan’s and
Mr. Gorbachev's letters of congratulation. State
leaders from Mexico, New Zealand, Finland,
Democratic Republic of Germany. Malaysia
an dother countries also sent letters or messa-
ges of congratulation. Chinese doctor Wu Wei-

ran delivered a speech of congratulation at the
opening session in which he explained China’s
consistent positions and stands on disarmament
and maintenance of world peace and opposition
to arms race and nuclear war.

The conference was divided into plenary
sessions and workshop discussions. Many
speakers at the plenary sessions were persona-
ges from the political circles of different coun-
tries, including, for instance, Soviet deputy
foreign minister, Swiss disarmament negotiation
ambassador and retired French Admiral. They
set forth their positions on the questions of
prevention of nuclear war and reduction of
nuclear arsenals, analyzed the possibility of an
outbreak of nuclear war at present ,and stressed
the importance of anti-nucleat movements. The
workshops were mostly devoted to technical dis-
cussions such as the mass killing and destruc-
tive effects of nuclear weapons, and worldwide
famine resulting from the drastic reduction of
agricultural output as well as the tragic pros-
pect of increased incidence of tumour and de-
ficiency in the immune system of the survivors
in “nuclear winter”.

IPPNW holds that the signing of the
INF Treaty between the United States and
the Sovier Union represents a major develop-
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but the elimination of a small number of
nuclear weapons is not enough to stop the
production of new nuclear weapons, therefore
it has been promoting anti-nuclear movement
for the past few years.

Leaders of IPPNW met with the Chinese
physicians on three occasions, showing much
hospitality and friendship. The Chinese
physicians were attending the IPPNW con-

Sidelights on

ference for the 4th time since the 5th IPPNW
conference.

IPPNW is an influential peace organiza-
tion, which now has the participation of about
500,000 physicians from 61 countries. It won
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985. The Chinese
physicians are ready to join other peace-loving
people of the world to strive for the prevention
of nuclear war and the maintenance of world
peace.

International

Children’s Festival

Summer in Sofia, flowers blooming and
fruits ripe, nearly 2,000 children from 122
countries around the world happily got toge-
ther for the 4th “Peace Banner” International
Children’s Festival.

“Let the younger generation grow up in
an all-round ways under conditions of fruitful
cooperation and peace among nations” was
the lofty aim of the festival. Thanks to the
meticulous arrangement by the Bulgarian hosts,
these young representatives of different coun-
tries took part in various colorful and signifi-
cant activities, fully displaying their skills and
creative talents.

In front of the state library, squatting or
kneeling, a group of young painters were con-
centrating on painting the most beautiful
things in their childish hearts. In the hall of
the grand cultural palace, future singers and
dancers were performing their national folk
songs and dances to their hearts’ conteat,
while tomorrow’s writers and poets were
telling moving stories and fables in their own
national languages, or reciting the representa-
tive works of famous writers in a vivid man-
ner, or shyly reading out their own childish
works.

In the exhibition hall of science and
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technology and the “School, Children and
Creation” exhibition room, the would-be
scientists and enigneers were carefully making
airplane models, working on computers or
learning wood carving, weaving, pottery
making and mosaic skills.

The Chinese children’s delegation re-
ceived warm welcome at the festival. In Hall
2 of the cultural palace, Yang Xiaoman and
her five friends from the training class of the
Shaanxi Theatre of the Opera and Dance
Drama were performing dances “Spring Ex-
cursion” and “Oh, Petrel”. Their performance,
lively, vivid, graceful and exquisite, won
bursts of applause, Huang Shaosong from the
‘Wushu Centre of Heilongjiang Province was
demonstrating bare-handed Wushu. Quite
overwhelming in his skill, he was nimble and
neat in doing very difficult movements,
Tossing or spinning, all his movements were
miraculous and amazing. His magical skill of
“standing on two fingers” was a real eye-
opener to the children of various countries
and the Bulgarian audience, winning him high
praises and prolonged applause.

During the 10-day festival, more than
1,400 activities were organized in Sofia and
the two coastal cities of Varna and Burgas on
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“Peace Banner” International Children’s
Festival was first sponsored in Sofia in 1979
at the suggestion of Bulgaria. Now it is held
every three years and has become the biggest
children’s festive gathering in the world today
and is officially incorporated into the pro-
gramme of UNESCO. World renowned writers,
scientists and social activists are invited as
honorary guests to meet the children at each
festival. Comrade Deng Yingchao, a well-
know Chinese political and social activist sent
a message of warm congratulations on the eve
of the festival in which she stated that the ac-
tivities at the festival would help promote
mutual understanding and unit between the

people and children of different countries, and
were conducive to world peace. Upon invita-
tion, China sent, for the first time, renowned
poet He Jingzhi to the event as honorary guest
this year. He was listed as one of the six dis-
tinquished guests and was cordially received
by Bulgarian leader Zhivkov.

As an exceptionally grand occasion, the
“Peace Banner” International Children’s Fe-
stival came to a successful conclusion on July
20. The parting scene was really moving.
These innocent and artless children embraced
cach other, reluctant to part. They made an
appeal,” The common aspiration of us
children is to live in peace and, hand in hand,
create a better world tommorrow.”

DO M Es T I c ACT I v IT I Es oo 00000000 I0IOI0I0I00ICI0I0I0I00I0.010.0F

The bright future belongs to the young
people, and we need to rely on the young peo-
ple to safeguard world peace. In order to con-
duct peace education extensively among the
Chinese people especially the youth, and de-
velop their concern and love for peace, the
Chinese People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament together with some of its
member organizations namely, the All-China
Federation of Youth, the All-China Students’
Federation and the Chinese People’s Associa-
tion for Promoting Peaceful Use of Military
Technology as well as the newspaper paper
Chinese Youth jointly sponsored a nation-wide
Youth and Peace Essay Contest.

Between June 11th 1988, the opening
date for entries, and July 31lst 1988, the
closing date, several tens of thousands of
essays were received. The young writers ex-
pressed, from different angles, their under-
standing of peace, their longing for peace and
their ideas and suggestions on how to better
safeguard world peace.

During the contest, three 1st prize, ten

Youth and Peace Essay (ontest

by Liv Yumin

2nd prize and thirty 3rd prize essays will be
selected. The results will be announced at the
prize-giving ceremony in September in Beijing.
The best essays will be compiled into a book
and published.

The jury for the contest is headed by
Zhou Peiyuan, President of the Chinese Peo-
ple's Association for Peace and Disarmament.
Its members include Huan Xiang, Secretary-
General of the Centre for International Studies
under the State Council; Feng Mu, Vice-
Chairman of Chinese Writers' Association and
Vice-President of the CPAPD; Guo Shuyan,
Honorary President of the Chinese People’s
Association for Promoting Peaceful Use of
Military Technology; Li Yuanchao, Vice-
Chairman of the All-China Federation of
Youth; Hu Shengfa, Vice-Chairman of the All-
China Studetns’ Federation; Liu Zaifu,
Director of an institute under the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences; and Xu Zhuging,
Editor in Chief of Chinese Youth.

The contest is also sponsored and sup-
ported by UNESCO.
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All China Federation of Literary
and Art Circles

The All-China Federation of Literary
and Art Circles (CFLAC or ZHONGGUO
WEN LIAN) js a united organization of
various artists’ associations as well as its
branches in all the provinces, municipalities
and autonomous regions of China.

In 1949, the First Congress of Chinese
‘Writers and Artists was held in Beijing. At the
inaugural meeting on July 19th, the Chinese
Nationaf Federation of Literary and Art Circles
was formally established and Guo Moruo was
elected chairman, Mao Dun and Zhou Yang
vice-chairmen. The headquarters of the Federa-
tion was located in Beijing. The second con-
gress was convened in September, 1953 and
the third in July, 1960, at which the name of
the organization was modified to the All-China
Federation of Literary and Art Circles.

During the ten years of the “cultural revo-
lution”, the Federation suspended its activities
and it resumed the functions in 1978.

The Fourth Congress of the Chinese Writers
and Artists was held from October 30th to
November 16th, 1979, in Beijing. The mem-
ber organizations of the All-China Federation
of Literary and Art Circles include the Chinese
Writers” Association, the China Film Associa-
tion, the China Theatre Association, the Chi-
nese Artists’ Association, the Chinese Musi-
cians” Asscciation, the Chinese Dancers’ As-
sociation, the Chinese Photographers’ Associa-
tion, the Chinese Ballad-singers’ Association,
the China Society for the Study of Folk Litera-
ture and Art, the Chinese Calligraphers’ As-
sociation, the Chinese Acrobats’ Association
as well as the provincial, municipal and auto-
nomous regional branches of the Federation.

The supreme leading body of the Federa-
tion is the congress, comprised of delegates
voted by the member institutions as well as ce-
Iehrities specially invited. At the congress, a
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certain number of members are elected to form
the national commission from which the pre-
sidium consisting of the chairman and vice-
chairmen are elected. The national commission
is held once a year.

The secretariat is in charge of the routine
work of the Federation, The administrative
body includes executive office, theoretical re-
search section, international liaison depart-
ment, books and reference materials depart-
ment, the Literary and Art Publishing Corpo-
ration etc.

The principal task of the Federation is
to unite and organize the writers and artisis
throughout China to carry out artistic creation
and criticism, study and research, performan.
ces and exhibitions so as to serve the people
and socialism, to bring prosperity and progress
to our sacialist cause of literature and art, to
strive to make China a modern socialist coun-
try, that is culturally advanced and highly de-
mocratic, to conduct wide-ranging cultural ex-
changes and cooperation with foreign coun-
tries, to oppose hegemonism, safeguard world
peace and promote the Progressive cause of
mankind.

The Federation and the associations often
oragnize various activities, such as arranging
study discussions and special performances for
fellow artists, holding exhibitions, sponsoring
academic seminars and symposiums, issuing
fiterary and art awards, running study classes
for training new artists, carrying out activities
in commemeration of the noted figures of li-
terature and art, etc. For instance, jn the fall
of 1981, we commemorated the centennial of
the birth of the great Chinese writer, Lu Xun.
In order to help writers and artists to keep
close links with the broad masses and create
better works which are more vigorous and po-




[image: image13.png]courages and gives all necessary assistance to
writers and artists to visit factories, mines,
farms, military barracks and border arcas to
make thorough investigations and study.
Wenyi Bao (Literary Gazette), a monthly
magazine ol literary criticism, is the organ of
the Federation. In addition, there are 37 na-
tionwide litcrary magazines run by the Federa-
tion as well as the 11 associations, the annual
circulation amounts to about 16 million. The
local branches of the Federation and the asso-
clations also have their own periodicals, some
of them even have their own publishing houses
that print and publish all kinds of books totall-
ing about 50 million every year. The Literaturc
and Art Publishing Corporation has recently
been established on the basis of the publishing
houses of the associations to promote the de-

velopment of literary publication.

To safeguard the just rights and interests
of writers and artists and better their working
and living conditions, the Federation maintains
close links with them and listens to their de-
sires and appeals. Whenever they are confront-
ed with difficulties and problems, the Federa-
tion will render together with the units con-
cerncd timely help and support to solve them.

The Federation and the associations also
conduct frequent cultural exchanges with
foreign countries. We have in recent years re-
ceived hundreds of delegations of forcign wri-
ters and artists, and have arranged for Chinese
writers and artists to go visiting abroad. This
has furthered the friendship and cooperation
between Chinese and foreign literary and art
circles.

(Continued from P. 4)

that belong to other countries. No other but
this approach will be condusive to world peace.

Pcace and development are two major
fundamental issues in the world of today. They
are an inter-related whole with the former as
the preconditions for the latter. And to the
vast number of developing countries, develop-
ment is of equal importance as peace. When
these countries have developed and grown
sironger they will definitely play a greater role
in and make greater contributions to the safe-
guarding of world peace.

The Chinese people are a peace-loving
people. At the moment we are accelerating and
decpening the reform and trying to make our
country more open to the outside world. We

are deternmined to build China, through the
sustainad efforts of several generations, into a
prosperous and modern socialist country with
a high degree of democracy and culture, There-
fore, to sirive for a lasting peaceful interna-
tional environment is our persistent state po-
licy. China will continue to firmly uphold its
indcpendent foreign policy of peace. Our peo-
ple are ready to work together with the people
all over the world to strive for peace, for the
easing of world tension and the realization of
genuine disarmament. Mankind created nuclear
weapons and must possess the ability and wis-
dom to eliminate them. There is great hope
for world peace and a brilliant future for our
world. We wish ttis magnificent gathering a
success!
Thank you.

{Continued from P. 8)

terrorism of the South Aftican authorities to
the latter’s great fear and shock. The South
African authorities have found themselves in
an extremely isolated position in the interna-
tional community. Quite a few people form
the political circles believe that the prere-
quisite for the solution of problem of South
Africa lies in the unconditional release of
Mandcla. The problem of South Africa can

be solved only with Mandela’s participation
in the discussion,

The Chinese people, together with all
other people who uphold justice, resolutely
support the South African people in their
struggle against apartheid and racial discrimi-
nation and for racial equality and democratic
rights and strongly demand the immediate
unconditional release of Nelson Mandela —
the banner of the struggle of the black people
of South Africa.
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