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Colloquium on International
Security Held in Beijing

The Colloquium on International Securi-
ty, co-sponsored by Chinese People’s Associa-
tion for Peace and Disarmament and Friedrich
Ebert Foundation of the Federal Republic of
Germany, was convened in Beijing on May
21-22., Among the German participants were
Egon Bahr and Horst Ehmke, renowned poli-
ticians of the Social Democratic Party of
FRG, Ernst Otto Czempiel, Professor of Frank-
furt University, Eckhard Lubkemeier, re-
searcher of the security and disarmament sec-
tion of Ebert Foundation’s Research Institute
and Axel S. Godelitz, Project Officer of Ebert
Foundation’s Beijing Office. The leaders of
Chinesc People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament and over twenty experts, scholars
and researchers in Beijing attended the Col-
loquium. Zhou Peiyuan, President of CPAPD,
delivered the opening address in which he ex-
pressed the hope that both sides conducting the
discussion on the crucial questions of world

peace and international security by transcend-
ing their ideology and airing their views freely.
The participants undertook an extensive and
warm discussion on issues of mutual interest,
such as the present international security situa-
tion, the concept of security, security policy,
world disarmament situation and its prospect,
European security, security in Asia-Pacific re-
gion, international relations, common security
of Europe and Asia and the refations between
the two continents.

Participants of both sides hold the view
that security is a comprchensive con-
cept which includes politics, economy, cul-
ture and technology. In the present era in

which weapons of mass destruction are
stockpiling, security is far more important than
ideological argument and conflict. The Chinese
participants made positive appraisal on the
commen security theory advocated by their
German counterpart, and hold that the com-
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mon security theory is emerged by summarizing
the historical experiences of Europe, particular-
ly summarizing the historical experiences
since the Second World War. The theory pro-
vides a new alternative for the strategic think-
ing of the western world, which faces dilemma.
Meanwhile, the Chinese researchers pointed
out that since the common security theory laid
more emphasis on military aspect and its mili-
tary significance is greater than other aspects,
therefore to have it accepied by all and put it
into practice, is not an easy task. The partici-
pants hold the vicw that the signing of the In-
termediate-range Nuclear Force Treaty is an
important breakthrough in the disarmament
history after the Second World War and a
first step towards the reduction of nuclear we-
apons. The INF Treaty has not only reduced
the threat of Intermediate-range nuclear mis-
siles militarily, but also created a favourable
condition for other disarmament talks. Poli-
tically, it is conducive to the improvement of
U.S.-Soviet and East-West relations. However
the INF Treaty only reduce 3-4% of the nuclear
weapons in the arsenals of the United States
and the Soviet Union. The current arms race
between the two countries is far from being
halted. Even if the United States and the
Soviet Union further reduce their nuclear wea-
pons by 50%, their remaining nuclear weapons
still possess the overkill capability and threaten

the security and survival of mankind. The
United States and the Soviet Union should con-
tinue to drastically reduce their nuclear
weapons and stop the programme of moderni-
zing their nuclear weapons, The old, out-dated,
ready to be retired or would be retired nuclear
weapon systems should not be replaced by a
new nuclear weapon system. The militariza-
tion of the outer space should be prevented.
The Chinese participants explained and ex-
pounded the Chinese position and attitude on
the issue of disarmament. Both sides made
detailed analysis of the new situation and pro-
blems confronted by Eurcpe and Asia in the
post INF Treaty period, and believing that there
will be closer strategic relations between the
two continents.
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The experts and scholats of the two
countries held different opinions and views on
certain questions due to their different geo-
political envitonment and approaches to the is-
sues concerned however, they shared identical
or similar views on quite a few major issues.
In the course of two-day discussion, partici-
pants of both sides made frank and deepgoing
cxchanges of opinions, thus deepened their
understanding. All participants expressed satis-
faction over the Colloquium and hoped to
strengthen their ties and dialogue in the future.

Xu Yuanchao
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Representatives from all walks of lfe in
Beijing held a Forum on the Third Special Ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly on Disarma-
ment in the morning of June 14. The forum
was jointly sponsored by the Chinese Peopole’s
Aassociation for peace and Disarmament and
United Nations Association of China. The par-
ticipants expressed welcome to the progress re-
cently achieved in the field of disarmament
and the easing of regional conflicts, ~While
expressing concern over the continued arms
race between the United States and the Soviet
Union, the participants urged the two super-
powers the United States and Soviet Union to
take the lead in drastically reducing their
nuclear and conventional weapons, and stop
the arms race in all forms. They wished the
ongoing UN Third Special Session on Disat-
mament held in New Work success in making
due contributions to the cause of world peace
and disarmament.

Zhou Peiyuan, Vice-Chairman of the Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese People’s
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Political Consultative Conference and Presi-
dent of the CPAPD, spoke first at the forum.
He expressed welcome to the signing of the
INF Treaty by the United States and the Soviet
Union, the beginning of the withdrawal of
Soviet troops from Afghanistan, and the just
concluded US-Soviet Summit. People, he said,
hope the momentum of the US-Soviet dialogue
may continue while retaining their wotry over
the US-Soviet arms race which is “far from
stop””.

Zhou Peiyuan pointed out that the INF
Treaty stipulated the destruction of land-based
mediurn-range missiles only, Both the United
States and the Soviet Union are trying every
means to make preparation for exiensive de-
ployment of sea-based and air-launched mis-
siles. Furthermore, while they are negotiating
for the reduction of strategic nuclear weapons
by 50%, they are improving their nuclear we-
apon systems and intensifying their develop-
ment of space and conventional weapons based
on high technology. “The new trend of arms
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As a scientist devoted to the cause of
peace [or a long time, Zhou Peiyuan demanded
that new scietific discoveries be used to be-
nefit all mankind instead of for milltary pur-
Poses.

The convening of the UN Third Special
Session on Disarmament, Zhou said, proves that
disarmament, the important issue concerning
world peace and security and the survival of
mankind, has received ever greater attention
[rom the interpational community. He wished
wholeheartedly that the session could urge the
two superpowers, who possess the largest
nuclear and conventional arsenals, to bear
their special responsibility in the area of dis-
armament and conscientiously fulfil their dis-
armament obligations.

Chai Zemin, Vice-President of the Chinese
People’s Institute of Foreign Affairs, said that
it is “unrealistic” to demand a speedy realiza-
tion of complete and thorough nuclear disarma-
ment. As a first step for nuclear disarmament,
it is imperative to proceed from “banning the
use and gradual reduction”. Of course merely
banning the use is not enough. Without further
reduction leading to complete destruction, it
will be difficult to block the use of nuclear we-
apons, he said

Chai Zemin hoped that the INF Treaty
signed by the United States and the Soviet
Union could be conscientiously complied with
and put into effect, and that the United States
and the Soviet Union would go on to reduce
their strategic nuclear weapons and other types
of nuclear weapons.

‘While emphasizing nuclear disarmament,
Chai also advocated the promotion of conven-
tional disarmament. Only in this way could
world peace be practically safeguarded,

Due to the lack of sincerity on the part of
the two superpowers in disarmament, Chai Ze-
min pointed out, the disarmament objectives
set in the “Final Document” of the UN First
Special Session on Disarmament in 1978 still
remain on paper. The UN Second Special Ses-
sjon on Disarmament in 1982 did not achieved
any concrete result. He said that the results
of the first and second special sessions were far

from ideal, about which the people of the world
and the peace-loving countries were dissatisfi-
ed. He hoped that the present Third Special
Session would live up to the earnest expecta-
tion of the world people, and would practically
push disarmament forward.

Peng Di, member of the secretariat of the
All-China Journalists’ Association and interna-
tional affairs commentator, maintained that
the world today is at the crossroad: arms ex-
pansion, war prepatation and aggravation of
regional conflicts or end to the arms race and
relaxation of regional conflicts. He pointed out
that continued arms race between the United
States and the Soviet Union is not only a threat
to world peace, but also harmful to themselves.

Peng held that at present, it is imperative
to seize the opportunity and mobilize the peo-
ple to make the world more peaceful and safer.

Zhuang Qubing, research fellow of the 1n-
stitute of International Studies said that the
convening of the UN Third Special Session on
Disarmament commanded the atiention of
various countries in the world. In the Palace
of Nations, rcpresentatives from different co-
uniries presented many important views and
uscful proposals. China’s eight-point position
expounded by Chinese foreign minister Qian
Qichen at the session on June 2 is of great
significance. The Chinese position is aimed
at both the present international situation of
disarmament and the Jong-term objecive of
global disarmament.

Zhuang stressed that while people witness-
ed certain progress in the US-Soviet disarma-
ment negotiations, it is worthwhile to focus on
the facts that there is a shift from nuclear we-
apons to space weapons, and a speedy upgrad-
ing of the conventional weapons with more
sophisticated technology. We must guard
against the possible renewal of international
tension caused by the new round of arms race.
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seatch Institute of International Technology
and Economics Under the State Council, said,
“Today when mankind faces the grave pro-
blem of survival and development, it is a
mockery to mankind’s intellect to enter into a
new round of arms race escalation with hi-tech
research achievements, The development of
new and high technology is the crystallization
of human wisdom and valuable wealth of man-
kind. It should be used to explore the my-
steries of the universe and benefit future
generations. We are ready to conduct ex-
tensive exchanges and cooperation with scienti-
fic and technological experts from various
countries in the research on peaceful use of
new and high technology.”

Shi Guangnan, representative from All-
China Federation of Youth, said, “The Chinese
youth are determined to strive for disarmament
and safeguard peace. This is not only because
we need a protracted and stable peaceful
environment for our socialist modernization
drive centering on reform and opening to the
outside world, but more importantly because
we want to free our generation and the future
generations from the sufferings of war and en-
able the people and youth all over the world to
live in a peaceful international environment,”
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He added, “As a song goes:

We were born into this world,

Hurriedly we come and go.

All of us surround the same sum,

And share its brightness.

‘We mustn’t leave a tattered globe to
our future generations,

‘What they want is the most won-
derful planet of the universe.”

Deputy resident representative of UN De-
velopment Programme in Beijing Herbert Be-
hrstock also spoke at the forum, He said,
“Peace is one of the ultimate goals of all peo-
ple. Disarmament is one of the steps that can
contribute to peace. But disarmament is very
difficult to achieve.” “China’s own policy of
peace and development is an foundation stone
in the world’s efforts to achieve peace and dis-
armament. Other major powers have a re-
sponsibility. But all countires have an equal
responsibility to contribute, as best they can, to
peace and disarmament”.

Lei Tieqiong, Vice-President of the Stand-
in Committee of the National People’s Con-
gress, was present at the forum. The forum
was presided over by Bi filong, President of
the UN Association of china.
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This article intends to give a brief
presentation of the writer’s personal views on
some aspects of China’s security concept.

L General Understanding of Security

The question of security arises from man’s
relationship with the environment he is in.
Man relies on two kinds of basic environment
for his survival and development: Natural en-
vironment such as ecosystem, and social en~
vironment such as mode of social production
and system of political relations. The environ-
ment not only provides the living conditions for
human society but also poses various security
problems.

National security is one of the relation-
ships between 2 sovereign state and its environ-
ment. If there were no threat of any kind in
a country’s natural and social environment, it
would of course enjoy absolute security, Were
there no threat of any kind in any couatry’s
environment, makind would be blessed with
absolute security. But that has never been the
case throughout history. Similatly absolute
security will not be possible in the foreseeable
future.

In fact, there always exist some kinds of
threat in each country’s environment, be it
geographical, natural environment, domestic
political and economic environment of interna-
tional environment. Therefore each country
can only maintain relative security through
obtaining certain ability to counter such threat.
The measure of national and global security
depends on the scale of the threat and the
ability to deal with it.

Today sovereign states remain the basic
political wnits of human society. National

ecurity is the core of the security issue and
the basis of international and global security.
Due to the different environment for
survival and development and the different na-
ture, degree and reality of threat faced by dif-
ferent countries, it is fully understandable that
they hold divergent views and positions on and
approaches to the issue of security.

At the same time, like the independence
and interdependence of modern countries, na-
tional security is also independent of and in-
terrelated  with international and global
security. If one country pursues only its own
national security to the neglect of international
and global security, it will result in greater in-
security of itself and the world. In this world
of growing interdependence, the security pro-
blem faced by one country can seldom be
solved without the cooperation of other
countries. The common security problem faced
by the same region or the world must be solved
through the common efforts of the countries
in the region and the whole world.

The security problems of all countries
and regions share the same general features,
differing only in priority and intensity. The
traditional sccurity concept of the West
stresses military security. But the modern se-
curity concept stresses more on comprehensive
security that includes political, military, eco-
nomic, ideological and other aspects. China
has always upheld the comprehensive security
concept.

Since WWII, most outstanding and
serious security problems have arisen from the
fields of international politics and relations,
although security problems from the natural
environment have also increased, which calls
on statesmen and scientists to take stronger
countermeasures,
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1. Take the world politics as a whole,
there exists a basic pattern of “one world, two
systems”, or in other words, the long-term
coexistence of socialism and capitalism in this
same world, Socialism, which is in the process
of practice and exploration, is making historic
reforms in an effort to gradually perfect itself.
In spite of its undoubtedly moribund factors,
capitalism, through self-rcadjustment by way
of scientific and technological revolution, state
intervention and international coordination,
can still develop. In a fairly long time fo come,
neither can triumph over the other.

2. In terms of intetnational relations, the
United States and the Soviet Union have suc-
cessively become superpowers since WWII,
and their contention for world hegemony has
posed the most serious threat to world peace
and international sceurily. Since the early
1970s when the Soviet Union achieved
stratcgic parity with the United States, their
contention has come to a period of strategic
stalemate. During this petiod, there are both
offensives and defensives on both sides, and
neither can achieve significant superiority over
the other. After Gorbachev came to power, he
has advanced a “new political thinking” pro-
moting reform at home and seeking rclaxa-
tion abroad. But it is not possible now to tell
whether the Soviet Union has abandoned he-
gemonism. Meanwhile, driven by economic
pressure and changes in the international situa-
tion, the United States is also contemplating
certain readjustment and contraction in its
global strategic deployment. But it would be
more difficult for it than the Soviet Union to
give up hegemonism.

3. For a long time there has been no let
up in the momentum of the East-West arms
race and the whole world is in a “balance of
nuclear terror”. In order to seek hegemony,
the two superpowers have spared no efforts
to pursue military superiority, and their ever
escalating arms race appears to know ne end.
The Soviet Union has proposed a defence
principle of “reasonable sufficiency” which it
declares is subject to the change of the ap-
proach of the West. The United States also

8

admits it has become a “captive” of the arms
race, but there is no real sign showing it is
going to change over to new ways. As a matter
of fact, while the two countries signed the INF
Treaty and were holding talks on a 50% cut
on strategic nuclear weapons, their arms race
is continuing to extend into the outer space
and the field of high technology. The two
superpowers’s  further  modernization  of
nuclear weapons, high-tech development of
conventional arms, militarization of the outer
space as well as establishment and improve-
ment of their strategic offence and defence
systems ate no blessing to mankind.

4. Local wars have broken out con-
tinuously in Asia, Africa and Latin America,
which constitutes an unstable factor in the in-
ternational security. According o slatistics,
last year alone saw the outbreak of 22 wars,
resuling in a death toll of 2.2 million, over
80% of whom were civilians. Such local wars
in the third world are often linked directly or
indirectly with the superpowers’ hegemonism
and regional hegemonism.

5. The growing North-South economic
contradiction has become a major issue affect-
ing global security. The North-South relations
have always been a prominent issue in the in-
ternational security. Since the early 1970s, the
foeus of the struggle between the two sides has
shifted to the economic field. After the de-
veloping countries achieved political indepen-
dence, they have actively sought economic in-
dependence and the all-round development of
society, and vigorously demanded that the old
international economic order be changed and
a new fair and resonable order be established.
However, a few developed countries especially
the United States have refused to make funda-
mental concessions in order to maintain their
vested interest, thus leading to a state of pro-
tracted impasse. Because there has been no
fundamental improvement in their situation,
the great majority of the third world countries
have suffered even worse economic difficuities
in the 1980s, and their development process
has been seriously impeded. This has resulted
in a grave imbalance between the North and
the South: Accumulation of wealth on the one
side and of poverty on the other. This im-
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6. The bi-polar system is disintegrating
and the pluralist trend is continuing. A major
change in the global strategic posture is in the
making. The global strategic posture after
WWII and up to the mid-1950s was
characterized by a bi-polar confrontation be-
tween the United States and the Soviet Union.
‘With the break up of the socialist and capita-
list camps, the rise of the nonaligned move-
ment and the third world, the formation of
the three economic centres of the United States,
Western Europe and Japan, and the mutual ap-
proach between Eastern and Western Eurcpe,
the world is becoming pluralistic. This trend
has grown significantly in the 1980s. It is ex-
pected that in the time to come, military bi-
polar development will remain one major fea-
ture of the international security, but pluralism
has become an irreversible historical trend.
Generally speaking, the pluralist trend is a
major force against hegemonism and plays a
positive role in checking war and safeguarding
security. It is precisely because of the growth
of the force for peace which includes the plura-
list trend that has made it a realistic possibility
to postpone and prevent world war and that
has enabled people to be optimistic about the
future world security.

1. China’s Basic Position on Safeguard-
ing Infernational Security

As a developing socialist country, China
seeks the integration and unity of patriotism
with internationalism and pursues an indepen-
dent foreign policy of peace. Its basic position
on safeguarding interpational security covers
the following main aspects:

Oppose  hegemonism and  power
politics. Hegemonism and power politics
which seek domination and control in interna-
tional relations are the direct source of interna-
tional disputes, turmoil and war. China makes
it the guideline of its foreign policy to oppose
hegemonism and maintain world peace. China
holds that 2ll countries, big or small, are equal,
and opposes the big bullying the small, the
strong bullying the weak and rich bullying

the poor. The Chinese government and peo-
ple have made unremitting efforts to fight
against hegemonism. And China will never
practise hegemonism.,

Handle international relations ac-
cording to the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, China, together with India and
Burma, initiated the Five Principles of Peace-
ful Coexistence, the norms guiding interna-
tional relations and security. The practice in
the past decades has proved them to be effec-
tive, So long as these principles are abided by,
countries with different social systems can live
in harmony; if they are violated, countries even
with identical social systems may find them-
selves in grave confrontation. China has writ-
ten the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
into jts Comstitution,

Halt the arms race and carry out all-
round disarmament. Under the current his-
torical conditions, all sovereign states have the
right to develop and maintain certain defensive
military capability. However the armament of
the two superpowers has far exceeded their de-
fence needs, posing serious threat to world
peace and international security. It is a pres-
sing task for the whole world to halt the arms
race especially the nuclear arms race, China
upholds that the United States and the Soviet
Union should take the lead in stopping testing,
manufacture and deployment of nuclear we-
apons and drastically reducing their puclear
arsenals so as to create the necessary condi-
tions for the complete prohibition and thorough
destruction of all nuclear weapons. At the
same time, China also stands for the complete
prohibition and thorough destruction of
chemical weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction and a deep cut in conventional
arms,

Settle local conflicts in a fair and re-
asonable manner through political means. The
protracted local conflicts have not only brought
untold sufferings to the people in the related
countries and regions, but also affected
world peace. China advocates peaceful settle-
ment to international disputes and supports
all sincere efforts to seek political solution to

(Continued on P. 11}
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The Beijing Course on
Nuclear Disarmament
and Strategy

The Beijing Course on Nuclear Disarmament and Strategy was convened on April 4-7 1988.
It was jointly sponsored by the Institute of Applied Physics and Computational Mathematics, the
China Institute of Contemporary International Relations and the International School in Disarma-
ment and Research on Conflict of Italy (ISODARCO), with the support of the Chinese Peaple’s As-
sociation for Pcace and Disarmament. During the four-day discussion, nearly sixty participants,
from both at home and abroad, extensively exchanged their views on issues of nuclear disarmament,
nuclear strategy and strategic defence. Understanding among the participants was promoted and
the course was brought to a success. Foreign scholars thought that the deliberations at the Course
were quite deepgoing and felt that the open and lively academic atmosphere prevailed at the
meeting was beyond their expectation.

The participants hold the identical view that to maintain world peace all nuclear weapons
should be completely destroyed. However, this target has not yet achieved due to various reasons.
Pending the complete destruction of all nuclear weapons, a drastic reduction of the existing, over-
saturated nuclear arsenals of the United States and the Soviet Union is a possible step forward in
their present nuclear disarmement talks. Meanwhile, it is imperative {o strictly prohibite the proli-
feration of nuclear weapons and call for the halting of test, production and deployment of ail types
of nuclear weapons. The scholars also made extensive comments on the nuclear strategy of the
United States, the Soviet Union, western Europe and China. Due to their different social systems,
positions, environment and national strength, each countty has adopted different forms of
nuclear strategy at different periods. As to the United States and the Soviet Union, no mat-
ter what forms of nuclear strategy they have adopted the most essential contents are nuclear deter-
rence. In their speeches, many scholars stressed the significance of not being the first
to use nuclear ewapons. As for strategic defence, many scholars hold the view that the
United States and the Soviet Union are speeding up their research on strategic defence systems
and making some progress. In the future, their main sphere of military competition will be extended
info the outerspace. Some participants proved the infeasibility of the SDI program with the sup-
pott of voluminous and sufficient scientific studies, and hold that it is very difficult to have a
comprehensive organic coordination in such a complicated system, and the cost-effect proportion
is very low. On the contrary, it is rather easy to adopt some countermeasures to make this system
unienable. Since the SDI program hes stimulated a new round of arms race, so it should be op-
posed.
During the short span of four-day course, understanding and friendship among the partici-
pants were promoted and established. Participants at home and abroad unanimously agreed that
this kind of beneficial exchanges shall be conducted in the future, so as to make joint efforts for
nuclear disarmament and the maintenance of world peace. Xu Yuanchao
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The International meeting for Nuclear-
‘Weapon-Free Zone formally opened in Berlin’s
Palace of the Republic in the morning of June
20. Over 1,000 delegates from 111 countries
and many international organizations were
present at the opening session.

Ericht Honecker, General Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party
of Germany as well as the head of the German
Democratic Rupublic delegation, attended the
opening session and delivered a speech in
which he pointed out that the broad represen-
tation of participants proved that all continents
of the world are longing to establish a safe,
nuclear weapon free world and eagerly hope
for a lasting peace.

Zhou Peiyuan, President of the Chinesc
People’s Association for Peace and Disarma-
ment and Vice-Chairman of the Chinese Pco-
ple’s Political Consultative Conference, made
a speech at the session. He said, “Under the
leadership of the Socialist Unity Party of
Germany and Comrade Honecker, the people
of the German Democratic Republic had put
forward quite a number of beneficial proposals

and suggestions, made active efforts to pro-
mote disatmament, strive for the relaxation in
international situation, maintain peace in
Eurcpe and in the world and prevent another
war on the land of Germany. To these, we
expressed our deep appreciation. He added, “at
present, the demand put forward by quite a
few countries in the world to establish nuclear-
weapon-free zones reflects the just aspirations
of the countries in relevant regions to oppose
the threat of a nuclear war and to safeguard
peace and security in their regions. So long
as the countries concerned in these regions
reached agreements through consultations,
China would respect these agreements.”

The International Meeting for Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zones was advocated by Erich
Honecker, leader of the German Democratic
Republic.  Besides participants from the
governments of various countries, delegates
from parliaments, political parties, Youth,
‘Women, Trade Union organizations and per-
sonages from all walks of life such as scholars,
artists and people from religious circles also
attended the broadly representative meetings.

(Continued from P, 9)

local conflicts. In order to ensure fair and re-
is imperative to follow the norms guiding in-
ternational relations, respect the sovereignty of
the related countries and stop external aggres-
sion.

Change the irrational international
economic order and promote common pro-
sperity of all countires, Development is the
basis of security. It is hard to imagine national
and international security without develop-
ment. The serious imbalance in the develop-

ment between the North and the South is an
issue of both economic security and political
security. China actively stands for North-
South dialogue and South-South cooperation,
and, in particular, it hopes that the developed
countries will adopt far-sighted policies and ef-
fective measures to create a favourable interna-
tional environment for the development of the
third world. Only by so doing can it be possible
for the developed countries to create the neces-
sary conditions for their own further develop-
ment.
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As the season entered into May, Beijing was blessed with warm spring breeze and blooming
flowers. In the afternoon of May 10, over 1,000 audiences joyfully gathered in the auditorium of
the Beijing Cultural Palace of Nationalities to enjoy the finals and the prize-giving ceremony of the
Second “Peace Cup” Middle School Singers Competition.

The competition, jointly sponsored by the Chinese People’s Assocation for Peace and Dis-
armament, the Children’s Palace of Dongcheng District and other organizations, suit the features of
middle school students and, therefore, was very popular among the broad masses of students.
Thete were over 2,200 entrants for the competition from over 400 middle schools in Beijing.
Through several months of preliminary, intermediary intense contest and semi-finals, thirty singers
were selected to participate the finals in which the first, second and third prizes would be awarded.

When asked why they took part in such an activity, some students replied that they cherish
the hope to sing for peace and for their beautiful ideals and lives through their own songs.

“Longing for Peace” was sung by first prize winner Li Meng, who is also the author and
composer of the song, in which he sang: “In so many warm and sweet days, we have so much
profound fiendship. It is because both you and I are longing for peace; Please treasure today’s
peace we have; Please accept my heartfelt wishes. May this world be filled with brightness. May
humanity be sprinkled with joyous songs and happy laughters.” Ke Yibing, finals competitor from
No 122 middle school of Beijing, is slightly lamed in the leg. When we talked to him, he said
that he felt lucky and hoped that everybody provide mutual solicitude, mingle friendly and bave
a kind soul.

Yuan Wei and Yuan Qi are twin sisters, the duet they sang was also written and composed
by themselves. The song expressed their ideals and aspirations. It depicted their studies and
lives, thus won the consonance among the students.

Renowned woman composer Gu Jianfen, who is very popular among youngsters specially
composed a song for the competition, with its words chosen from a poem, by famous poet Al
Qing who had dedicated this poem to the International Year of Peace. To enable the students to
sing the song well, Gu Jianfen managed to take her time out to coach them. While talking about
peace, Gu said that the maintenance of peace is a great task of mankind, everyone should con-
tribuie to it. She thought that it is very significant to organize such activities for the youngsters,
and hoped to have more such activities in the years to come, and she is willing to contribute her
share.

President Zhou Peiyuan and Vice-President Hou Jingru of CPAPD were present at the Finals
and awarded prizes to the young singers. President Zhou hoped that the broad masses of young-
sters foster lofty ideals from their early youth, care and cherish peace, be deligent in their study
and become builders of socialism and protectors of world peace. Liu Yumin
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Chinese Society of
Environmental Sciences

Established in March 1979.

An academic mass organization (non-governinental) organized voluntarily by the scientific and
technological workers in environmental field. An integral part of the China Association for Science
and Technology (CAST).

‘With the protection of environment as its central task, organizes academic exchanges and
scientific surveys both at home and abroad; conducts scientific and technical training; dissemi-
nates the knowledge of environmental sciences with various form to leaders and masses; edits and
publishes books and magazines on environmental sciences and technology; provides consultative
service; exerts ils utmost together with the broad environmentulists to make contributions to a
clean and pleasant environment for mankind.

All of the people with the title of engineers, agronomists, doctors, economists, lecturers assis-
tant research fellows and lawyers involving in the research, technology and production in the
field of environmental sciences could apply and be society members. The membership fee is
paid annualy. CSES has more than 20,000 members up 1o now,

All of the applicants, who are organs, enterprises, scicniific institutes, academic communi-
ties, etc., recognizing the CSES Statutes, should be admitted as group member under the approval
of the Standing Council and required to pay for membership fee or financial support.

The Society Council, which has its own President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary-General, De-
puty Secretaries-General, Treasurer, Standing Council Members and Council Members, is elected
and appointed for a 4 years term by the Membership Congress. The functions of the Couneil shall
be to develop and oversee the annual plan and summary of CSES, supervise its implementa-
tion as well.

Under the Ieadership of the Secretary-General, Society Office and Consultative Centre on
Environmental Sciences and Technology are the standing working body of CSES which is in charge
of organizing implementation of the activities determined by the Council and managing Society’s
daily work.
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