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" Joint Session of the CPAPD
Member Organizations
Held in Beijing

A joint session of the member organiza-
tions of the Chinese People’s Association for
Peace and Disarmament was held in Beijing
on December 17-18 1987. The session was
aitended by President Zhou Peiyuan, Vice-
Prasident Zhao Puchu and 10 other vice- pre-
sidents as well as representatives of the 24
member organizations. The purpose of the
session was to sum up the work of the CPAPD
in the past two years or more since its found-
ing, and look ahead to the future so as to enable
the CPAPD and its member organizations to
play an even greater yole in the mass peace
and disarmament work. President Zhou Pei-
yuan and Vice-President Zhao Puchu made
opening and closing remarks respectively at
the session. Vice-President Ou Tangliang de-
livered, on behalf of the CPAPD, a work
report entitled Make Concerted Efforts and
Hold Still Higher the Banner of Peace. She
began the report by saying that at present,
the factors causing international tension and
unrest still exist, but on the whole, the voice
of the world people calling for maintenance

of peace and development, demanding an end
to the arms race and aggression and cxpan-
sion, and advocating genuine disarmament and
early settlement to regional conflicts is run-
ning high, which shows that the force for
peace is growing. Under such circumstances,
the US and Soviet leaders signed the INF
treaty, leading to certain degree of relaxation
in Bast-West relations. However it should
be noted that the signing of the treaty is only
a beginning, and the road to genuine and
thorough nuclear disarmament is undoubtedly
long and tortuous necessitating unremitting ef-
foris by people of all countries,

The world today faces two major issues:
peace and development. China has shifted
the focus of its work to the socialist moder-
nization drive, and maintenance of world peace
has become the basic goal of China's inde-
pendent foreign policy of peace. Regarding
the international situation, we have changed
our previous views of emphasizing that “war
is inevitable” and “to prevent war through
revolution” etc. Now we believe that the
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factors checking war have outgrown the factors
of war, and that there is a good prospect for
safeguarding world peace. At the same time,
we have taken an active part in the struggle
for international disarmament because the
issue of disarmament, which attracts the at-
tention of the people throughout the world,
has a bearing on the international strategic
pattern and world peace. To effectively safe-
guard world peace, it is imperative to oppose
hegemonism and combine closely the efforts
for maintaining world peace with the struggle
to remove regional hot spots.

Commenting on the main activities under-
taken by the CPAPD in the past two years
or more, Vice-President Ou Tangliang said:

With regard to domestic activities, the
CPAPD along with its member organizations
has sponsored and organized multi-faceted
mass activities featuring peace. In 1986, the
Chinese Organizing Committee of the Interna-
tional Year of Peace sponsored several dozen
large and medium-scale events. For instance:

On March 21st, Chinese People’s Rally
for World Peace was held in Beijing at the
Great Hall of the People, which was attended
by more than 10,000 people from various cir-

cles in the capital. Premier Zhao Ziyang set
forth Chinese government’s views and posi-
tion on disarmament in an address to the
rally. President Zhou Peiyuan delivered a
speech, noting that the people are the main
force for peace and against war.

In April, the All-China Federation of
Trade Unions sponsored an International
Forum on Trade Union and Peace with the
participation of 11 foreign trade union dele-
gations.

On May 20-22, a Symposium on World
Peace was held in Shanghai which was at-
tended by leading research institutions and
scholars in China.

In June, China’s religious circles held a
Great Peace Prayer. At the same time the
International Council Meeting of the World
Conference on Religion and Peace was held
in Beijing.

From October 24 to November 15, “Love
Peace, Love Homeland” International Child-
ren’s Painting Exhibition was held.

In early October, relevant organizations,
institutions and scholars held a Symposium
on Disarmament Issues in Beidaihe to explore
ways to disarmament,

In November, the CPAPD sponsored a
Forum Talking Peace in the Year of Peace.
Representatives of various circles in the capital
attended the forum and expressed, from dif-
ferent angles, the Chinese people’s longing for
peace and concern over the arms race and
the threat of nuclear wat.

In addition, some mass organizations
sponsored singing performance, fine arts,
photo and calligraphy exhibitions, tree plant-
ing, knowledge contest, long-distance running
and other activities centering around the
theme of peace.

For all of this, the CPAPD, along with
the Chinese People’s Association for Friend-
ship with Foreign Countries and the Soong
Ching Ling Foundation, won the United Naions
“Peace Messenger” Award with a certificate
signed by the UN Secretary-General. In 1987,
the CPAPD and the State Physical Culture and
Sports Commission co-sponsored the Peace
Cup National Youth League Football Matches.

In terms of international exchanges, we
have developed, through diverse forms and
channels, extensive friendly contacts with
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peace movements in various countries. Besides
carrying out different forms of exchanges with
them, the CPAPD is also actively involved
in multilateral activities. For example, the
CPAPD sent representatives to the interna-
tional conferences sponsored by Pugwash on
Science and World Affaits, the European Nu-
clear Disarmament, the Japanese Confedera-
tion Against A & H Bombs etc. The CPAPD’s
member organizations conducted, in the light
of their own characteristics, international ex-
changes with peace as their theme. These

X HFH 2
Vice Presldem Ou Tangliang

activities are very significant for they help
promote the mutual understanding and coope-
ration between us and the people of various
countries.

The journal PEACE, which is edited and
published by the CPAPD, introduces to foreign
countries Chian’s policy of and position on
peace, reports all types of mass peace activi-
ties undertaken in China as well as other in-
formation and news about peace and disarma-
ment.

Regarding the work in the future, the
CPAPD will focus on the following aspects:

1. Give further push to the member or-
ganizations to carry out different types of
peace work at home; and undertake peace
activities with the theme of safeguarding
world peace and opposing war of aggression
when the conditions are right.

2. Continue to participate actively and
extensively jn international exchanges in keep-
ing with the principle of peace, friendship,
equality, promotion of mutual understanding
and seeking common ground while reserving
differences.

As far as international exchanges are
concerned, we will mainly engage in bilateral
activities while sponsor appropriately a
number of influential international events.

In short, we will continue to work with
the peace-loving people and countries of the
rest of the wotld and endeavour to direct the
international situation along the course favou-
rable to the world people and peace.

Other vice-presidents and representatives,
in their remarks at the session, fully affirmed
the achievements of the CPAPD in the past
two years or more since its founding. It was
the concensus that it is a glorious duty to
work for peace and that we should hold still
higher the banner of peace s0 as to make even
greater contribution to world peace.

It was announced at the session that the
CPAPD has three new member organizations.
They are:

China Law Society,

Chinese Society of Environmental Scien-
ces, and

The Chinese People’s Association for the
Promotion of the Peaceful Use of Defence
Technology

Liu Yumin
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Protection of the Environment Is a
Basic State Policy

by Zhu Zhongjie
The Chinese Society for Environmental Science

The Chinesc government attaches great
importance to the protection of the environ-
ment., At the 2nd National Conference
on Environmental Protection sponsored by the
State Council in 1983, it was officially de-
clared that protection of the environment was
our state policy. The conference set the guid-
ing thinking of simultaneous plan, implemen-
tation and development of economic drive,
urban and township construction, and environ-
mental protection. In 1984, the State Council
set up an Environmental Protection Commis-
sion with Comrade Li Peng as Chairman and
with the participation of Jeading comrades from
the relevant ministries under the State Council,
which has helped sirengthen the leadership
over environmental protection throughout the
country, and bring into play the enthusiasm
over environmental protection on the part of
people from all walks of life including the
People’s Liberation Army.

Comrade Zhao Ziyang, in his work report
to the 13th National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China, emphasized that popu-
lation control and protection of the environ-
ment and the ecological balance have a vital
bearing on the growth of our economy and
of the society as a whole. He pointed out
that while advancing cconomic development,
we should energetically protect and rational-
ly utilize various natural resources, bring en-
vironmental pollution under comprehensive

control, do a better job of protecting the eco-
logical balance and integrate achievement of
economic and social results with improvement
of the environment. This important exposi-
tion, while making more explicit the strategic
position of the work of environmental protec-
tion in the realization of ocur grand goal of
socialist modernization, set forth the principle
and tasks for the development of our environ-
mental protection work. This was the first
time that the issue was addressed and given
prominence in the programmatic document at
a national congress of the Party.

Since 1980, our environmental protection
work has made much progress which finds
manifestations in the following aspects: The
deteriorating trend of the urban environmental
quality has been brought under control; out-
standing achievement has been made in the
prevention and treatment of industrial pollu-
tion; protection of the natural environment
has progressed; publicity and education about
environmental protection have gained popular
attention; and environment management has
been strengthened at various Jevels.

Quality of Urban Environment. Cities
are the political, econemic, scientific, techno-
logical, cultural and educational centres of
the country. The densely populated cities

are concentrated regions of pollution sources.
Thereforc the management of urban environ-
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tection work. In response to the call by
Comrade Li Peng that in environmental pro-
tection, one should do practical things with
practical results, various city governments have
solved, in the light of their own conditions,
a number of the environmental pollution pro-
blems which concern the people most and
which can have immediate effect. According
to incomplete statistics from about 100 cilies,
between 1985 and 1986 the government there
did all together 2,200 practical things, renew-
ed over 2,300 boilers, and established 420
smoke and dust control areas, thus drastically
reducing the heavy smog in some cities. They
treated a number of badly polluted rivers and
lakes, improved the quality of water supply
and landscape in urban areas, and reduced
the traffic ncice level in 260 streets by 3 to
5 decibels. While the urban population has
grown and energy consumption and industrial
output value have increased substantially, the
urban environment quality has remained at
about the same level as in 1980 without cor-
responding deterioration. This should be re-
garded as a great achievement.

Prevention and Treatment of Industrial
Pollation. The major source of environmental
pollution in China comes from waste water,
waste gas and waste residue disposed in in-
dustrial production. In recent years, a survey
was conducted on the state of industrial pollu-
tion in China with the results fed into the
data base. With earnest implementation of
the Management Measures for Environmental
Protection Concerning Capital Construction
Projects, and the Report on Effects on the
Environment, we have been able to strengthen
the environmental management over pewly
built, expanded and reconstructed projects to
effect a rational distribution of major projects.
We have exercised strict control over the in-
dustrial projects that pollute the environment
by carrying out simultaneous design, construc-
tion and operation of both the principal pro-
jects and the environmental protection faci-
lities. We have also tackled the pollution of
the existing industrial enterprises chiefly
through the combination of restructuring of
enterprises with technical transformation, and
through establishing effective pollution treat-
ment facilities and comprehensive utilization
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of waste resources. Environmental pollution
was significantly alleviated during restructur-
ing of the industry when more than 10,000
enterprises that had high cnergy consumption,
huge waste and serious pollution were forced
to shut down, suspend operation, amalgamate
with other enterprises, switch to the manufac-
ture of other products or move to other places.

Protection of the Natural Environment.
The recent years have seen a new trend 1o
protect the agricultural environment by ra-
tional use of agricultural resources and deve-
lopment of ecological agriculture according to
ecological laws. Under the encouragement
of the Party and state leaders, gratifying
achievements have been made in developing
shelter-forests jn the north and planting trees
in city areas and nearby mountains. Grass-
lands are also better protected and develop-
ed. By the end of 1983, the country has set
up 360 natural reserves, 30 % of which were
set up since 1980, covering a total area of
200,000 square kilometers or 2% of the na-
tional territory. In 1984 the Environmental
Protection Commission of the State Council
published China’s first List of Rare and En-
dangered Plants Under Protection.

Progress in Publicity and Education Work
on Environmental Protection. The publicity
and education work on environmental protec-
tion has gained popular attention in recent
years. Chinese Environment, the first special
newspaper on environmental protection in
China, now has a circulation of 500,000. The
Chinese Society for Environmental Science
and the Chinese Environmental Science Press
have been set up. There are over 40 journals
and newspapers on environmental protection
run by local departments. Organized every
year are different kinds of exhibitions, activi-
ties in commemoration of the World Environ-
ment Day, love-bird week, environmental
science summer camp and other popular scien-
ce activities. A number of films and TV pro-
grams featuring environmental protection have
been made. A film entitled Fish and Mul-
berry Vying in Autumn won a major prize at
the 13th International Environmental Protec-
tion Film festival. The wide-spread publicity
work has helped disseminate the policy con-
cerning envcironmental protection and popu-
larize environmental science knowledge, thus
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by Xu Wenming

The leaders of the United States and
Soviet Union signed the INF Treaty in
‘Washington in December 1987. Born after
six years of arduous and tortuous negotiations,
the treaty marks the first step towards nuclear
disarmament by the United States and the
Soviet Union and is therefore widely welcom-
ed by the world opinion. The treaty stipulates

that over thrce years after the approval, the
United States and the Soviet Union should
scrap 2,611 land-based intermediate and shor-
ter-range nuclear missiles both deployed and not
et deployed, of which 859 by the United States
and 1,752 by the Soviet Union. This accounts
for only a small fraction of their nuclear ar-
senals. The situation after the signing of the
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raising the environment awareness of the mas-
ses and cadres at all levels. Training of com-
petent people in environmental protection has
also aroused the attention of cducational de-
partments. At present 61 institutions of higher
learning in the couniry run specialities in
various kinds of environmental protection, and
about 40 of them offer master and docior
degrees in the field. Attention is also paid
to educational activities on environmental pro-
tection in middle and primary schools and
kindergartens so that the people of all our
nationalities will have a better environment
awareness from their childhood and foster
the conoept that it is everyone's duty to pro-
tect the environment.

Despite the achievements mentioned
above, we are well aware that environmental
pollution and ecological damage are quite
serious in China. As the economy rapidly
develops, the growth in population and ac-
celerated wrbanization will create many new
cnvironmental problems, which means that
to protect the environment is a protracted
and arduous task. The practice in the past
decade or more shows that China has initially

found a way to solve its environmental pro-
blems. The experience has caught the atten-
tion of the United Nations especially the de-
veloping countries. We will continue under-
taking international exchanges and coopera-
tion and drawing upon other countries’ suc-
cessful expericnce in environment manage-
ment and their useful environmental science
and technology. There cxists the great pro-
spect that, through the efforts of serveral
generations, we will be able to create a clean,
quiet and comfortable environment.
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has not stopped and world peace is still under
seriows nuclear threat. Therefore, the pro-
spect of the US-Soviet disarmament talks has
become the focus of the atention of the world
people.

Background of the INF Treaty

The INF Treaty came into being when
both the United States and the Soviet Union
were pressed by the changing international
climate and their internal political and eco-
nomic needs. Profound changes have taken
place in international relations since World
War 11. The relative decline in the strength
of the two superpowers and the emergence of
a multi-polar world from the bipolar world
have rendered them unequal to their ambition
of being masters of the world situation as
they used to be. Domestically they are running
into economic and other difficulties,” Therefore
it has become a pressing task for them to
reduce the military burden and endeavour to
boost economic and scientific and technolo-
gical development in preparation for future
competition in comprehensive national strength.
Secondly, the United States and the Soviet
Unien, in their arms race to achieve military
superiority, have come to a state of over-
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saturation in nuclear weapons and become
locked in nuclear stalemate. They have
acknowledged that there would be not winner
in a nuclear war and it should not be
fought. Wity the development of science
and technology and the emergsnce of new
types of weapon, to the United States and the
Soviet Union, nuclear weapons are no longer
the only important factors in their military
strength, thus making it possible to scrap some
of them, Thirdly, the grave threat of nuclear
weapons to human existence has awakened the
people of the world as never before. The
populat desire for peace has become an ir-
resistible trend. Every year the UN General
Assembly adopts several dozen disarmament
proposals, urging the United States and the
Soviet Union to take the lead in reducing their
nuclear and conventional arms. The people
of the world including those in the United
States and the Soviet Union want peace and
disarmament and oppose war. This strong
desire along with the world peace movements,
which advance wave upon wave, are exerting
heavy pressure on the United States and the
Soviet Union to cut down their arms. These
are positive factors checking war.

Response to the INF Treaty

The INF Treaty is widely welcomed by
peace organizations in all countries. Tt is
considered a victory of the people of the world
and the peace movements who have persisted
in the struggle for many years. It marks a
“breakthrough” in the US-Soviet disarmament
talks and “the first step towards a nuclear-
free world”, and people expect them to “take
further steps. However, some peace organi
zations believe that the INF Treaty will not
fundamentally alter the nature of the con-
frontation between the United States and the
Soviet Union. They disagree with the view
that the INF Treaty will lead to “the total
ban on the intermediate-range missiles”, saying
it is still far from achieving that goal especial-
ly because the US and NATO are thinking
of strengthening the deployment of sea- and
air-based missiles in Europe. They point out
that the intensive experiments of new and
nuclear weapons by the United States and the
Soviet Union after the signing of the INF
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is still going on.

Some political figures in Western Europe
welcome the treaty, regarding it as the “first
genuine arms reduction treaty”, which is con-
ducive to the relaxation of tension in Europe
and the rest of the world. At the same time,
they are also worried about the situation after
the INF Treaty. For instance, they have
raised such questions as how to deal with
the strong conventional arms of the Warsaw
Pact confronting Western FEurope; whether
the INF Treaty will shake the foundation of
NATO’s nuclear deterrence strategy and lead
to the “denuclearization of Europe” and “de-
coupling” of the defence between the US and
Europe,

Prospect of the US-Soviet
Arms Reduction Talks

The US-Soviet relations will somewhat
relax with the signing of the INF Treaty. A
priority in the US-Soviet arms reduction talks
is to cut the strategic offensive nuclear wea-
pons, which include, 4,468 carriers and 24,917
nuclear warheads. At present the United States
and the Soviet Union have agreed on a 50 %
reduction in principle with each side to retain
a ceiling of 1,600 carriers and 6000 warheads.
However, they differ sharply on the propor-
tion of the “triad” (land-based ballistic mis-
siles, submarine-launched ballistic missiles and
strategic bombers) reduction. How to assess
the number of cruise missiles become a problem
in their present disarmament talks. Further-
more, they also differ on the relationship
between the strategic offensive weapons and
the spacebased strategic defence system. And
the verification would be more difficult than
in the INF. Therefore the United States and
the Soviet Union will have to bargain hard on
the question of reducing strategic offensive
weapons, But an agreement is not impossible
if both sides make concessions.

Some progress was made in the US-Soviet
talks on nuclear tests and the prohibition of
chemical weapons last year. They visited each
other’s nuclear test bases, display of the sam-
ples of their chemical weapons and the facili-
ties for destroying chemical weapons last year
and this year respectively. The two sides

plan to conduct a joint test in the middle of
this year.

Conventional disarmament talks are being
cartied out mainly between the two military
blocs. During the talks, NATO rejected the
Warsaw Pact’s demand to include tactical
nuclear weapons in the talks. Since conven-
tional disarmament involves morc countries
with more complicated weapon systems and
more difficult verification measures, one should
not be too optimistic about the prospect.

The United States and the Soviet Union
are engaged in a tit-for-tat negotiation over
space weapons which affect their long-term
strategic interests. At present, with each harp-
ing on its own tune in the observation and
interpretation of the ABM Treaty, the possi-
bility of a treaty on the prohibition of space
Weapons seems very remote,

The increasing number of tests since the
signing of the INF Treaty indicates that, in
spite of the treaty, the Uniied States and the
Soviet Union are in for a new round of arms
race centering on improving the quality of
weapons and developing new oncs. This de-
velopment cannot but touch off people’s an-
xiety. The people and peace movements
throughout the world, therefore, should make
unremitting efforts to halt arms race between
the United States and the Soviet Union to clfect
genuine disarmament so as to bring about a
relaxed and stable world situation at an early
date.
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Reflection on Our China-Visit

By Bill Ringer
member of New Zealand Peace Delegation

We came to this great countty

Tentatively
Knowing little of its people

Its culture
Or its history.

‘We saw great monuments
an ancient culture
and a vibrant economy.

The people so many

and so friendly
Blessed with a sense of humour @

Welcomed us everywhere.

Sadly we left
Impressed by your enthusiasm
Encouraged by your support
Strengthened in our resolve

Together to strive for peace.
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Editor’s Note: Since the Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament was sct
up, we have received many letters from domestic and forcign readers. In these letters, people
have expressed their concern over peace from different angles. Following is the excerpt of a
leiter by Sun Mingchuan, a young reader from Tianjin.

“The Threat of Nuclear War and the Peaceful Use of Nuclear Energy” was the title of an
exhibition co-sponsored by the UN News Depatment and Sokagakai Society of Japan late
October 1986 in commemoration of the International Year of Peace. I visited the exhibition
three times and was terribly shocked by the pictures of the burnt children, of the survivors in
Nagasaki and the fearful sights in Hiroshima after the nuclear explosions. What a scourge
and what a holocaust! In a twinkling tens of thousands of innocent people were vaporized!
However, suffering are not only the dead but also the living. Are we not living in a world
threatened by nuclear bombs that may blow up at any moment, and where regional wars are
going on all the time?

T feel depressed and defeated. The horrors of Nagasaki and Hiroshima are bygones, but
who were to blame for those innocent dead? Noihing is more precious than LIFE and you can
only live it once. Wars have killed thousands upon thousands of people. Who gives them the
right to deprive people of their right to life? So the best we the living can do for the dead
is to dig up the roots of those disasters and eliminate the soil that breeds them. We all need
peace, even the dead.

I am 23 years old and I have never experienced war, but I know very well what war means
to mankind. Human existence is under constant nuclear threat. We should not let history
repeat itself. It is written in the UN Charter that war first breaks out in comsciousness. As
a literary worker, I also sce myself as a human scientist. I want to use my pen to express my
love for life and for peace, to disseminate peace, to promote understanding and friendship,
and to expose crimes and evils. It is with this in mind that I wrote a play “Save Mankind”.

CPAPD & CAFIU Support Archbishop Tutu

Archbishop Desmond Tutu was arrested by the South African authority during a peaceful
protest demonsiration on Feb. 29. Chinese People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament and
Chinese Association for International Understanding jointly sent a telegram expressing their
sympathy and suppori to him. Message as follows:

‘We learned with great astonishment that you were brutally arrested during a peaceful de-
monstration on Feb, 29 against racist policy ol the South African authority. This is yet another
savage act of the regime against South African people following its illegal ban on the anti-apartheid
organizations carrying out any political activities. Thanks to the strong pressure of the inter-
national community, you were released later. We herewith express our sympathy. We strongly
condemn the criminal activity committed by the South African authority in violating humax
rights and trample on democracy. We will as always firmly support the just struggle waged by
the South African people against apartheid and for racial equality and democratic rights. At
the same time, we would like to express our appreciation and admiration for your consistent ef-
forts, siding with the broad masses of people, in opposing the apartheid system and safeguard-
ing peace and justice. Victory belongs to the South African people.
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A Glimpse of Chinese Red

Cross Activities

Founded in 1904, the Red Cross Society
of China has celebrated its 83rd anniversary.

In 1950, after the People’s Republic of
China was inaugurated, the Red Cross Society
of China was reorganzen. The new organiza-
tion contributed greatly to healing the war
wounds, improving and promoting public
health and enhancing international exchanges
and enjoyed great popularity among the
people.  Its international activities remained
active espzcially in the domain of humanitarian
assistance and disaster-relief. It was also
spoken highly in the international community.

Its domestic activities are health and first-
aid training programme, motivation of blood
donation and transfusion, recruitment of blood
donors, and youth programmes. Some social
welfare programmes were initiated as well.
In 1985 was held the Fourth National Con-
gress of the Chinese Red Cross Society at
which a new Board of Directors was elected.
It is stipulated in the newly-revised statutes
that ‘the Chinese Red Cross Society is a na-
tion-wide people’s organization of health, res-
cue and social welfare in the People’s Repu-
blic of China”. Practicing humanitarianistn
is taken as jts guiding principle.

In the ensuing two years, though a very
short span of time, the Society has witnessed
great leap.

At present, the Society has a total
membership of over 3,790,000 and 123 bran-
ches exist in cities and counties with 50,615
grass-root units (including Red Cross PHC
stations) under their jurisdiction.

A varjety of health and first-aid training
courses and seminars (including CPR instruc-
tor training course) are organized. And the
scope of target group becomes wider, too.
During the recent years, 7 to 8 million people
have received training in first-aid, health
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knowledge and other courses. And the past
focus on leadership and instructor training is
now being switched over to that of broad
masses of the people. Our long-term goal is
to form, step by step, a nation-wide on-the-
spot first-aid network through years of hard
struggle (say 20 or 30 years), so that Red
Cross trained first-aiders would be ready to
help any ome who has an accident at any
time at any place, especially on those spots
where accident is bound to happen.

Red Cross organizations at various levels
take an active part in assisting public health
authorities with publicizing, mobilizing and
organizing the recruitment of blood donors.

The Chinese Red Cross is an organiza-
tion of health, first-aid and social welfare,
its social welfare programmes at various levels
must be put in a more significant position.
Social welfare programmes of a large scale
to heal the wounded, rescue the dying, respect
the aged, serve the disabled, help the needy
and aid those in difficulty are therefore get-
ting underway and regular community services
are available in some places, too.

Since China is a country with a vast ter-
ritory, natural disasters might strike here and
there. In the past few years, Red Cross or-
ganizations in the disaster-hit areas have,
within their competence, brought relief both
in manpower and in kind to the victims.
Fundraising campaigns were also launched to
meet their rehabilitation needs. The national
headquarters worked in coordination with the
Ministry of Civil Administration to dispatch
people to visit affected areas, inspect the
disaster conditions and do its utmost to bring
relief to the affected victims.

Over a period of two years, Red Cross
youth activities are remarkably fruitful
throughout the country. Red Cross youth




[image: image13.png]assist their health teachers in carrying out
hygienc and health protection work and moni-
lor personal hygiene and cnvironmental sani-
tation in the schools. They also take part in
health education programme, serve whole-
heartedly the old and disabled people. The
Siate Education Commission and the Red
Cross Society of China have jointly issued a
circular, according to which, quite a number
of schools have put Red Cross programmes
on their agendas. Satifactory results have
been recorded.

At the Fourth Session of the League
General Assembly, the Society was elected to
the Executive Council of our international
federation, which offered the Society an
opportunity to contribute more to the Inter-
national Red Cross and Red Crescent Move-
ment.

As to our international activities, both
friendly exchange programme and technical
cooperation have made much headway. Since
1985. we have received 35 visiting delegations
while 28 Chinese Red Cross delegations have
been sent abroad. We have tried to participate
in as many international activities as possible.
For cxample, in the past two or three years,
Chinese Red Cross delegations were invited
to attend the Arab Red Cross and Red Crescent
Regional Conference and the Society has also
been represented at a number of special meet-
in<s such as the one on dissemination of in-
ternationz]l humanitarian law held in Malay-
sia. We are also having a brisk and burbling
youlh exchange programme.  Friendly ties
have been maintained between Chinese Red
Cross youth and their counterparts abroad.
“Twin groups” is a common practice. Ex-
changes of souvenirs and essays have been
frequently organized. Chinese youth members
were present at international Red Cross youth
summer camps respectively sponsored by
American, Austrian and other societies in
1986. And we arc expecting youth members
from 9 sister societies including those in Japan
and the United States of America to come to
Kunming for an international Red Cross youth
summer camp sponsored by the Chinese Red
Crozs in the coming months,

Blood transfusion cooperation and re-
search programmes have been going on with
other sister societies including those in the

United States of America and Japan. Every
year 5 Chinese blood transfusion technicians
are traincd in the seminar held in Japan and
this has been going on for several years. And
friendly cooperation exists between the Aus-
tralian and Chinese Red Cross Societies, too.
In addition, several Red Cross divisions in
China have been paired as friendly partners
with chapters of the American Red Cross.
Over the past two years, the Chinese Red Cross
has offered, in the spirit of humanitarianism,
some RMB 7,140,000 worth assistance to 57
countries, which were stricken by natural
disasters.

QOur society also received a set of simul-
taneous interpretation system and medical
instruments [rom sister socicties such as the
German Red Cross in the Federal Republic
of Germany and the French Red Cross.

With the coordination of the League of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and
through more than two years effort, our Na-
tional Training Centre, partly financed by the
central government and partly aided by sister
societies of Sweden, Japan, the Federal Re-
public of Germany, Finland and Australia,
was constructed and inaugurated on Sept. 15,
1986.

This center has been and will be func-
tioning as an important base for training Red
Cross staffs, holding national and interna-
tional conferences and conducting friendly
exchanges and cooperation with other sister
societies.

And we should also bear in mind that
much has been done in organizing tracing
services. We have bzen helping the resettle-
ment in China of overseas Chinese who came
back from abroad and assisting with the
reunion of families who have heard no news
about each other for years.

In a word, the Chinese Red Cross has
been taking the practice of humanitarianism
as its guiding principles in its domestic and
international activities, and carrying out the
commitments mandated in the Geneva Con-
ventions, thus enjoying great popularity and
trust at home and abroad. We will do what
ever we can in the future in the name of
world peace, human progress and the Inter-
national Red Cross and Red Crescent Move-
ment.




