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My View On Arms Control and
Disarmament Negotiation

by Luo Renshi

The people of the warld have shown great
concern over the disarmament talks and rela-
xation in the international situation when the
Soviet-US bilateral arms control negotiation
was in progress during the past year. To strive
to mainiain world peace through disarmament
and arms control has been one of the major
objectives of the peoples of the world and of
the United Nations. How to achieve arms
control and disarmament is today an impor-
tant question demanding a careful study and

an answer.

The primary objective of disarmament is
the reduction of nuclear arms, elimination of
puclear threat and checking a nuclear war.
Of the many resolutions on disarmament adop-
ted at each session of the General Assembly
of the United Nations, those pertaining to
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nuclear arms have always topped the list.
The ultimate goal of nuclear disarmament is
the complete prohibition and thorough destruc-
tion of all types of nuclear weapons. Because
the United States and the Soviet Union have
possessed 97% of the world’s total of nuclear
weapons, they should, as a matter of course,
undertake special responsibilities for the reduc-
tion of nuclear weapons.

In their bilateral disarmament talks since
last year, the United States and the Soviet
Unicn have held a preliminary discussion on
the proposals of a 50% reduction of their
respective strategic weapons and the elimina-
tion of intermediate-range nuclear missiles in
Europe. And recently, the question of the
reduction of short-range nuclear missiles was
also raised. All this development has become
It is hoped that the

the focus of attention.

talks could producc substantive results so as
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impasse.

A major reason why these talks have at-
tracted popular attention is that there arc
something new in the proposals. They are:
1. to undertake drastic cuts of nuclear weapons
and not just set a ceiling as provided for by
the previous nucleatr limitation agreements;
2. to undertake to destroy a large number

of nuclear weapons and not just to have them

to

redeployed some where or stored;
deal with vatious types of nuclear weapons,
and not just a {ew strategic nuclear weapons;
and 4. to enter into a more serious discussion
of the question of verification. Though no
agreements have been attained so far, 1 am

of the opinion that the content mentioned

should be welcome.

Under present conditions, the reduction
of nuclear arms could only be carried out
gradually in slages. Therefore, any agreement
on nuclear disarmament beiween the Soviet
Union and the United States should embody

the lollowing considerations:

1. Principle of balanced reduction. In
the process of drastic reductions, atiention

must be puaid to preventing an increase in

nuclear threat resulting from changes in the
number and the structure of nuclear weapons.

2. As the phased reduction proceeds,
the testing, production and deployment of new
nuclear weapons should be stopped immediate-

ly.

3. No current nuclear disarmament agree-
ment between the Soviet Union and the United
States should involve other nuclear countries.
Nor should it harm the interests of other states.
Only when drastic reductions have been car-
ricd out by these two countries will the other
nuclear countries be ready to take part in a
broadly representative conference on nuclear
disarmament to discuss the question of reduc-
tion of nuclear weapons by all nuclear countries
respectively according to a certain proportion

and procedure.

Since the lethality of the nuclear weapons
now in Soviet and US possession has reached
the level of “overkilling”, a 50% reduction
by them would still mean retaining the capa-
bility to destroy the carth several times over.
Thercfore, beforc a complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of nuclear weapons is
realized, all nuclear countries, particularly the

Soviet Union and. the United States, should
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[image: image4.png]undertake not to be the first to use nuclear
weapons in any circumstances, and should
unconditionally pledge not to use or threaten
to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear
countejes. Procceding from this basis, an inter-
national convention banning the use of nuclear
weapons should be concluded with the parti-
cipation of all nuclear countrics.

The above proposal, 1 believe, is a very
simple and highly practicable mcasure that
would help lessen nuclear threat. The people
of the world could very well take note of it,

and strive to have it realized.
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While the Sovict-US nuclear disarmament
negoliation is procecding, more and more coun-
tries have aitached importance to the conven-
tional disarmament. The importance and
uegency of conventional disarmament  arise
from the organic relationship between nuclear
armament and conventional armament. A con-

venlional war might very well escalate into

a nuclear one.  Furthermore, because of the
development jn science and fechnology, the

lethal and destructive capabilities of conven-
tional weapons are increasing, and a conven-
tional war could just as well bring catastrophe
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to mankind. Since the end of World War 11,
more than 180 instances of regional wars or
local armed conflicts have been fought with
convemional weapons, and these weapons have
taken away the lives of millions of people.
In the current international context, the
importance of conventional disarmament can
alsu be seen jn the regions of confrontation
between the (wo military blocs, where the
balance of oversll military strength of both
sides includes the two elemenis of nuclear
arms and conventional arms. Therelore, a
mere nuclear disarmament might cause an
imbalance of military strength, thus bringing
about an unstable situation. The reason why
West European couatrics have shown so much
concern over the conventional arms jmbalance

is, therefore, quite understandable.

Conventiopal disarmament is a complex
problem. The talks on disarmament in Central
Europe which have been going on in Vienna
for many years have nol, so far, brought out
any specific agrcement on the reduction of
conventional forces.

Conventional disarmament, 1 believe,
should take into consideration the following

points:




[image: image5.png]1. The Soviet Union and the United
States, which possess the largest and most
advanced conventional arsenals, should also
underlake special responsibilities in conven-
tional disarmament, and take the lead in carry-

ing out the reduction.

2. The conventional armament of any
state should be used only for self-defense, and
nol as a means to threaten the security of
another state.

3. In regions of dircct military confron-
tation, the need for conventional disarmament
becomes imperative, and it should be actively
carried vut. But, it should be noted, no matter
in what way is the reduction to be carried out,
the ugreement on conventional disarmament
should be able to assure u stable military pos-
ture in the region and to increase its security

—and not vice versa.

Su long as the parties concerned genuinely
attach importance to the major role that conven-
tional disarmament can play in maintaining
peace and security, it will be possible evenlual-
ly to bring out a rational formula on conven-
tional disermament acceptable to all parties.
The efforts working for conventional disarma-

ment should be combined with those for

nuclear disarmament, and the progress in the
former will be conducive to the settlement of
the problems of the latter. There will be a

growing recognition of this point.

Another pressing problem awaiting solu-
tion is how to halt the arms race in outer spacc.
Because boll the Soviet Union and the United
States arc stepping up the development of
their space defense system, it has been correct-
ly pointed out that this arms race in space
marked a qualitative escalation in the Soviet-
US arms race. Their arms race has extended
from the surface of the Earth to outer space
and offensive-defensive dual-purpose strategic
strike weapons will appear in space.

Judging from current developments, both
the Soviet Union and the United States are
seeking military superiority in space as a gap
io break the current strategic stalemate.

The arms race in space is, in essence,

the extension and development of the nuclear
arms race. The grave consequences that the

arms race in space would bring, I believe, are
as follows:

1. Building up spacc defense systems
cannot check the development of nuclear arms.
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[image: image6.png]On the contrary, it could only bring about a
more intense and more complex competition
between offensive nuclear weapon systems
and defensive weapon systems.

2. In the event that either side effects a
major breakthrough and takes the lead in the
defense system, the existing strategic stability
will be wrecked and the danger of war great-
ly increased.

3. The “strategy of nuclear deterrence”
might be affected. Britain, France and other
‘West European countries which rely on nuclear
deterrence as the basis of their national security
would have to seek other means of defense.
At the same time, conventional warfare will
receive greater attention.  All this will mean
that the arms race and the international situa-
tion will become more tense and complex.

Quter space belongs to the whole of hu-
manity, and its exploifation and utilization
should help bring happiness to mankind. ft
has already becn noticed that the development
in space science and technology and the esta-
blishment of space industry wilf become an
importani component of the new technological
revolution in the years to come and will create
new malerial wealth for the people of the
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world.

The people of the world advocate the
peaceful utilization of outer space and oppose
the arms race there. They also advocate creat-
ing now a “weapon-free oufer space’” as a
step to halt the arms race in space.

In a speech at a séssion of the UN General
Assembly, Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xue-
qian proposed that the United States and the
Soviet Union should immediately stop theit
arms race in space in any form, that any
space-capable country should undertake not
to develop, test or deploy space weapons, and
that an jnternational conveniion on the pro-
hibition and destruction of space weapons
should be concluded through negotiations to
be held at an early date.

This proposal conforms to the desires of
the largest number of countries of the world.
1t is my hope that all the peace-loving people
of the world would strive actively to check
the arms race in space.

v

In the years ahead, the multifarious ac-
tivities and struggles among the various forces
involved in the arms control and disarma-

ment talks will become an important part
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Union and the United States are actively en-
gaged in their bilateral talks, each side putting
forward its own proposals and formulas. The
people of the world hope that the governments
of the Soviet Union and the United States
would not let them down, and that an agree-
ment be reached that is conducive to inter-
national relaxation and world peace. At a
time when world attention is centered on
disarmament, I would like to add that the
following points should be underscored:

1. The Soviet-US bilateral negotiation
should not take the place of multilaterial nego-
tiation.  Disarmament involves the vital in-
terests of people of the world. All countries
of the world, big or small, weak or strong,
with or without nuclear arms, should have
equal rights to participate in disarmament
negotiations. The various disarmament organs
and the General Assembly of the UNO, as
well as the various regional disarmament con-
ferences should become important places
where the representatives of different countries
can express their views and demands to help
achieve disarmament. Multilateral talks will

play an important role in promoting and super-

vising the bilateral talks.

2. The principle that disarmament and
international security are inseparable should
be embodied in a disarmament agreement. The
world is an integral whole and international
sceurity is inseparable. Security in Europe is
important, so is that in Asia. The people of
the Asian couniries cannot accept the view
that the security of the Asian countries may
be overlooked. To cite a current instance
on the talks on INF reductions: the correct
approach should be one in which the same
principle is used for both Europe and Asia
in the simultanecus and balanced reduction and
the eventual destruction of the different types
of missiles deployed by the Soviet Union and
the United States in Europe and Asia. Deploy-
ing more missiles in Europe or in Asia is
wrong either way.

Disarmament involves the security of the
regions and countries concerned. Therefore,
their views should be taken into consideration
at the negotiation,

3. Disarmament and international security
are interrelated. The objective of disarmament
is to maintain international peace and security.
Conversely, international peace and security
will promote disarmament.

An important reason why no progress has
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CPAPD Won UN Peace
Messenger Award

The Chincse People’s Association for Peace and Disarmament was given the United Na-
tions “Peace Messenget” Award for its major contributions to the observance of the Interna-
tional Year of Peace. Among the winners were Chincsc People’s Association for Friendship
wth Foreign Countrics, the Soong Ching Ling Foundation and Beijing Municipality.

The ceremony was held at the conference room of the U.N. Development Program in China
on Sept 22 and attended by Zhou Peiyuan, President of the Chinese People's Association for
Peace and Disarmament; Ling Qing, Vice-President of the Chinese People’s Association for Friend-
ship with Foreign Countries; Wu Quanheng, Vice-Chairwoman of (he Scong Ching Ling Foun-
dation; and Sun Fuling, Vice-Mayor of Beijing on behalf of their respective uniis.

Malfred Kulessa, resident representative of the U.N. Development Program in China pre-
sented them with certificates on behalf of Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

Zhou Peiuan made a speech at the ceremony.

The “Peace Messenger” Award has been established by the United Nations for recognition
of those organizations and institutions that make outstanding contributions 1o the observance of
the International Year of Peace. The certificates of the Award are signed by UN Secrctary-
General.
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been made in the disarmament negotiation for
such a long time can be ascribed to the tense
and turbulent international situation caused
by the confrontation and rivalry between the
big powers. And, particularly, in a context in
which military invasion and armed occupa-
tion of another country’s territory and *hot
spots” conflicts exist, it is obviously difficult
to conduct disarmament negotiations in such
an atmosphere. Therefore, the quest for disar-
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mament should also be linked with the en-
deavor to safeguard international peace and
security.

The struggle for disarmament is fast tis-
ing, and the correct approach to genuine disar-
mament is becoming clearer and clearer. Tt
can be anticipated that the peace-loving people
will be the masters ol their own destiny, and
that the struggle to oppose war and to win

peace will assuredly triumph!
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Messenger Presentation (eremony

Zhou Peiyuan, President of CPAPD, dclivers the
speech at the cercmony.

Tn deep autumn with refreshing air here
in Beijing, it is my honour, on behalf of the
Chinese People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament, to accept the honourable cer-
tificate of “Peace Mcssenger” designated by
the Uniled Nations. My Association would
like to express its appreciation fo the United
Nations for its positive evaluation of our As-
sociation’s cfforts in the International Year
of Peace. We will, as we havc done before,
continue fo make untemilting efforts for the
safeguarding of world peace.

The year 1986 was designated by the
United Nations as the Intcrnational Year of
Peace. The Chinese people have attached
great importance to it and have taken practical

actions to respond actively to it. People in dif-
ferent circles, youth and children carried out
varied and colourful activities for peace,
which bore full expression of (he common
aspiration for peace of the one billion Chinese
people and their firm determination to strive
for the maintenance of world peace.

People’s awarcness and their struggles [or
safeguarding world peace, factors against war
exceeding those for war have all contributed
to the prevention of the outbreak of world
war over four decades alter the Second World
War. However, the main goal of saving suc-
ceeding generations from the scourge of war,
as wrillen in the Charter of the United Na-
tions, is far from being realized. Local wars
and regional conflicts have never stopped. The
fierce rivalry between the two superpowers
who possess the largest nuclear and conven-
tional arsenals in the world and their intense
arms race arc continuing. We welcome the
racent INF agrecment reached in principle be-
tween the United States and the Soviet Union.
We own this result to many years elforts made
by both the intcrnational community and the
peace movement. We hope that the two super-
powers can reach a formal agreement and put
it into effect, and that they further reduce
substantially strategic nuclear weapons and
weapons of various kinds. So as to create





[image: image10.png]conditions for the gradual realizaztion of the
complete prohibition and thorough desttuc-
tion of nuclear weapons and an international
cnvironment of peace and stability.

Foreign invasion and continuous wars
brought untold sufferings to the Chinese pec-
ple for over one hundred years, which have
made the Chinese people love and cherish
all the more the present peaceful environment
which is not easy to come by. In order to
shake off the poverty and backwardness which
history brought on to China, Chinese people,
with full confidence, are now engaged in social-

ist modernization construction. We need a
long-term international peaceful environment
to achieve our grand goals.

As a national non-governmental peace
organization, the Chinese People's Association
for Peace and Disarmament will carry forward
Chinese people’s glorious ttadition of loving
peace and safeguarding peace, cooperate close-
ly with the United Nations and make our
utmost cfforts, together with other people of
the world, for the lofty cause of the main-
tenance of world peace.
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Message of the UN Secretary-General for
the Internatinal Day of Peace

Every year we observe the International Day of Peace on the opening day of the general
assembly. This tradition rests on more than a sentimental base. It highlights the fact that,
despite violent strife in various regions, despite contentious issues between governments, a durable
peace which assures justice and promotes human dignity is the common need and the shared goal
of all the peoples of the world.

This is a hard, political fact. It tends to be obscured at time by the clash of positions
tenaciously held, the eruption of parochial passions, the failure of efforts to reach agreements.
However, all responsible policy-makers have to reckon with it. Humanity has reachd a stage
where aggression has become self-defeating and war not only more cruel and destructive than it
ever was but utterly futile. It is becoming increasingly evident that no genuine, long-term in-
terests of a mnation, large or small, can be setved by the threat or use of force against another.

Last year we observed the International Year of Peace.
taneous response at the popular level all over the world. This cut across all diferences of race

The observance cvoked a spon-

or nationality, political or religious belief. I would like to thank the millions of men, women
and children who demonstrated their faith in the mission of the United Nations. The authorities
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[image: image11.png]and institutions of more than fifty cities made special coniributions to the activities of the year.
I am grateful o them. And it is with great pleasure that I welcome the representatives of three
hundred organizations which were designated as peace messengers and are gathered today in
New York, Geneva, Vienna and UN Offices around the globe. The International Year of Peace
has passed but the quest for peace continues. Tt needs to be sustained with perseverance and
determination until humanity obtains dependable insurance against war and a nuclear arma-
gedon. There are many elements of profound and incalculable danger in the present global
situation. But the dynamics of peace are at work. There are hopeful signs of a realization that
greater sccutity can be assured with fewer weapons and more development. Perhaps the per-
ception is growing that there is no promise of slability or equilibriom in a world where af-
fluence co-cxists with hunger and frecdom and dignity with deprivation. Of course, the encourag-
ing trends we see still need to be confirmed by concrete action by governments. The United Na-
tions provides them the means and the opportunity for such action. I urge all those participating
in the observances of the International Day of Peace throughout the world to pledge their
wholehearted support for the endeavours of the world organization and the policies of peace.
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The “Peace Cup
Football Mateches

In the afternoon of Oct. 22, the 1987
Peace Cup National Youth League Football
Matches co-sponsored by the Chinese People’s
Association [or Peace and Disarmament and
the State Physical Culture and Sports Commis~
sion ended in Guiyang city of Guizhou pro-
Comrade Chai Zemin, Vice-President
of the CPAPD, made a special trip from Bei-

ideas of peace among the people especially
among the broad masses of the young. To
safeguard world peace was a common aspira-
tion of all mankind. Only with the common
elforts of all peace-loving people in the world
could world peace be maintained.  Sports
games promoted the spirit of unity, progress,
hard work and total exertion, the very spirit

vince.

jing to Guiyang to present the “Peace Cup”
1o the champion team.

In an interview with the press in Guiyang.
Vice-President Chai Zemin said that since its
cstablishment more than (wo years ago, the
CPAPD had carried out various activities in
the country for the purpose of disseminating

needed for the cause of peace.

“Youth,” he pointed out, are the hope
of mankind and future of the world as well
as the main force for the peace cause. If
all the young people in the world concern
themselves with the peace cause, then, there
will be a very good prospect for maintaining
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world peace.” “The peace cause,” he added,
“requires our common efforts, and the signi-

ficance of the Pecace Cup Football Matches

s e s - 5 s s

is to carry forward the efforts for peace from
generation (o generation so that all our de-
scendants will be able to live in a peaceful
environment.”

The Peace Cup Matches began from May
5th this year. 44 teams from different pro-
vinces, municipalitics and regions took part
in thz preliminary matches that were held at
five locations. From Oct. 10th, ten teams
including the August 1st Youth Football Team
took part in the finals, competing for the
championship.  After fierce competition the
August Ist Youth Football Team [inally won
the championship — the Peace Cup.

Liu Yumin

Attending the Sixth
Convention of the END

The European Nuclear Disarmament
(END) held its Sixth Convention in Coventry,
Britain from July 15 to 18, 1987. The choice
of the venue is of special significance, lor the
city of Coventry was reduced to ruins under
the heavy bombing of the German air force
in 1940 which causcd great losses to people’s
lives and property. After the war, the muni-
cipal government especially prescrved the de-

bris of a 15-century church that was destroyed

in the war and had a new one built on its side.
It is one of the accomplishments of peaceful
construction but it also serves as living material
to teach the people not to forget the destruc-
tion and misery caused by war. The opening
and closing sessions as well as the plenary
session of the convention were held in this
church.

About one thousand people representing

more than 30 countries attended the conven-
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[image: image13.png]tion. The majority of them were from Europe,
but there were also representatives from the
third world countries as well as from the
United States, Japan, Australia and New Zea-
land. The Soviet Union and the eastern Turo-
pean countries except Poland, Bulgaria and
Albania, also sent delegations to the conven-
tion. The convention focused its discussions
on questions concerning security and disarma-
ment in Europe and strategies of the peace

movement.

The peace movement in western Europe
saw its vigorous re-emergence in the eatly
1980s in opposition to the deployment of nu-
clear missiles. Recently with the deployment
of nuclear missiles and the expressed commit-
ment by the United States and the Soviet
Union to scrap their medium-range missiles,
the peace movement in western Europe has
confronted new problems. Some of the old
slogans no longer fit the new development.
The defeat of the British Labour Party, which
advocates “non-nuclear defence policy”, in the
TJune general election also posed new problems
for the British peace movement. One of the
central themes of the convention was where
the peace movement in western Europe was
People had

differing opinions as to whether to continue

going and how to develop it.

with mass demonstrations or to switch to

mass educational work. There was also argue-
ment about what slogans to adopt for the
mobilization of the masses. Some believed that
the slogans should be disarmament and climi-
nation of the two military blocs while others
held that the slogan for opposing weapons

of mass destruction should be retained.

The peace movement in western Europe
was pleased (o note the possible INF treaty
hetween the United States and the Soviet
Union, and regarded it as a victory of the
persistent struggle of the world people and
the peace movement. At the same time it
saw it only as a first step towards the grand
goal of nuclear-free Europe put forward by
the END seven years ago, adding that much
efforts were to be made to put what was
said into a treaty and implement that treaty.
The participants also feared that, after the
elimination of land-based medium-range mis-
siles, the United States and the Soviet Union
would strengthen their deployment of sea- and
air-based missiles, and intensify their confronta-
tion and contention in the Gulf, the Pacific
and other regions. Some participants worried
about the new problems that might arise from
the proposed joint armed forces between France
and West Germany. Some others expressed
welcome to the U.S. initiative for a partial

withdrawal of its troops from Europe.

v i . e e o e s ey e 2 i s s 5
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From our participation at the convention,
Song Wen and T availed ourselves of the
opportunity to learn from peace activists from
many countries, share cxperience with them
and make new friends. At a group discussion
on “Meeting with the Chinese Delegation”, we
felt the intensc interest of the foreign [riends
in China’s positions on peace and disarmament.
They were encouraged by the concrete arms
reduction measures especially the shift of mili-
tary production to civilian use China had
taken in recent years, and hoped that China
would play a still greater role in international
disarmament tatks. They also inquired of
us, among other things, about Sino-Soviet re-

Jations, China’s views on the Soviet new pro-

posal on medium-range missiles, the imple-
mentation of China’s policies of reform and
opening to the outside ‘world and China’s fu-
ture nuclear policy.

The participants from some European
countrics called for mass demonstrations in
the fall so as to impel the United States and
the Soviet Union to reach an agteement to
scrap medium-range missiles on a global scale,
push for substantial progress in disarmament,
try to free the world from the kind of destruc-
tion suffered by Coventry and strive to bring
about a peaceful and stable international en-

vironment,

Xu Wenming
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Peace and Disarmament—the
Heartfelt wishes of the
Japanese People

CPAPD delegates in Hiroshima Peace Park.

It was August, summer in )apan. At the
invitations of several peace organizations, we
went to Japan to attend the August 6th atom-
bomb-day commemorative activities.

August 6th, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, the

Dt PP Uw EPea—

date and names are not unfamiliar lo us. It
was on August 6th, 42 years ago, that the first
atom bomb exploded in Hiroshima. In a
1winkling, more than ope hundred thousand
people were killed, several hundred thousand
more were injured one way or another. Up
u; this day, there are still over three hundred
thousand atom bomb victims In fapan, suffes-
ing both physically and mentally. It was a
clear demonsiration of the lerrible disaster
nuclear weapons and nuclear war would inflict
upon mankind.

Everywhere we went in Japan, we wete
impressed by the strong desire of the Japanecse
people for complete prohibition of nuclear
weapons and a lasting world peace. At a

meeting, an old man, holding my hand, said





[image: image16.png]with much emotion, *Japan is the only victim
ol alom bomb, and herc you will see how the
Japanese people fight against nuclear wea-
pons.” A paraplegic, wheeled Lo a group meet-
ing, said with strenuous efforts, *Since nuclear
war is unendurable to normal people, what
would it mean to us disabled? No doubt it
would mean redoubled sulferings and disaster.”
Invited by our host, we took part in a peace
rally where we met r;:any young mothers with
their babies. They suid firmly that they had
come here to show their resolve to prevent
the disastrous war from repeating itsell and
their children from being laken 1o battle ficld
to suffer.

The tragedy in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
has left people with miserable memorics but
it has also kept people thinking. “May you
rest in peace, and Iet the past mistakes be
gone once and for all,” says the epitaph on

the monument for the dead in Hiroshima

Peace Park. The Japanese friends explaincd
to us that the mistakes referred Lo both the
killing of the innocent people in the atom
bomb explosions and the launching of the war
of aggression by Japan. This shows the de-
termination of the Japanese people to maintain
peace.

The Japanese people’s anti-nuclear peace
movement has a glorious tradition, Ever since
the day of the atom bomb explosion in Hiro-
shima, the Japanese people have never stopped
demanding the elimination of nuclear weapons.
We noted that the peace movement in Japan
differed from that of other countries in many
aspects.  First of all, the peace movement in
Japan has a broad mass base. As the only
victim country of atom bomb, there arc still
several hundred thousand eye witnesses of
the atom bomb explosions in Japan. Therefore
the opposition to nuclear war and the main-

tenance of world peace are the wishes deep

i




[image: image17.png]rooted in the hearts of the Japanese people,
and it is for this reason that the anti-nuclear
peace movement is vigorously developing at
the grass roots levels. It is said that some
50 million people in Japan are invelved in
the peace movement one way ot another. Be-
sides, the struggle of the peace movement is
multifaceted.  There are the movement on
prohibition of nuclear weapons, the movement
on defending peace constitution, the movement
on assisting the atom bomb victims and the
movemenl of nuclear free local governments
cle. Although these movements have different
cmphasis, they share identical views on the
question of working for peace and disarma-
ment, Peace education and peace disemination
work are widely conducted in Japan. Peace
educations s made a special subject in the
curriculum in many scl;ools, A lot of young
people take an aclive part in peace disscmina-
tion work. During our conference, we often

saw secondary and primary school students

distributing publicity malerials and flowers,
expressing theiv ardent Jove for peace.

We clearly felt the strong viwlity of the
Sino-Japanese [ricndship everywhere in Japan.
Our host was most kind and hospitable to
us Chinese delegation. Fhe Japanese friends,
who value the Sino-Japancse relations, ex-
pressed their concern over the problems that
had emerged in these relations and sincerely
hoped that the friendship between the two
countries would last for long. We were decp-
ly impressed.

However, we cannot wait for peace, ra-
ther we have to strive lor it. We believe
that, so long as the people of the world in-
cluding the Japanese people make common
efforts, the appeal of “No More Hiroshima™
will be translaled into common action of man-
kind, and the noble ideals of comprehensive
and thorough nuclear disarmament and a last-

ing world peace will be realized.

Yin Yanjun
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37th Conference

On Sept. 1st-6th, more than two hundred scientists, scholars and noted personages from 46
countrics gathered at Gmunden, an ancient and beautiful city in Austria, attended the 37th
Pugwash Conference on Science and Wortld Affairs. [t was the largest gathering since Pugwash
held its first conference in 1957. Organizations such as the UN Department for Disarmament
Affairs, the International Atomic Energy Agency, UNESCO, WHO, and the International Physi-
cians for the Prevention of Nuclear War sent observers to the conference. The general theme of
the conference was “‘From Confrontation to Rapprochement”. Besides examination of the annual
work report, revision of the constitution and reelection of the council {once every five years), the
conference focused on workshop discussions on cight specific topics of nuclear disarmament,
limitation of arms race in the outer space, conventional disarmament in Europe, chemical
weapons, regional sceurity, Arab-Isracli conflict, world economy and peace research and education.

Tour Chinese scientists and scholars attended the confercnce. They exchanged views on is-
sues of peace and disarmament with participants from other countries. The participants general-
ly maintained that the U.S.-Soviet Preliminary Agrecment on Eliminating Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces would not only promote gradual rclaxation of relations between the two super-
powers, leading to Jarge-scale reduction of their nuclear arsenals, but also have some impact on
the world situation. After the ccalization of the “‘Double-Zero Option™, the first issue would be
how to further drastically reduce strategic nuclear weapons. The process of nuclear disarmia-
ment would definitely promote that of the conventional disarmament. But more than a few
participants expressed the belief that it would require protracied and arduous eflorts to bring
about complete prohibition and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons. A speciaf discussion
was held on the issue of conventional disarmament in Europe, during which a concept of
“Mutual Defensive Superiority” was put forward along with proposals which emphasized re-
duction of offensive weapons and forces used for surprise attack and restriction on upgrading
conventional forces. Many people also pointed out that although nuclear war posed the big-
gest threat to mankind, whereas local wars and regional conflicts constituted the most realistic
threat to mankind. The most pressing task at present was to maintain regional sccurily in the
vast third world countries. The UN charter and the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
should be strictly observed in solving international disputes. During the confercnce, the Chinese
participants not only met many old friends, but also made quite a few new ones. The short
conference of six days ended, but the decp concern for world peace and the determination to
make common efforts to safeguard world peace would unite all of us for a long time.

Xu Yuanchao
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The Ail—China Student’s
Federation

The All-China Students’ Federation (ACSF) is a federal body of student unions at universi-
tics, colleges and secondary schools throughout China. It is the task of the ACSF to unite all
students to implement the Party’s general tasks and educational policy, work for an ever higher
patriotic and socialist awareness among students, help cultivate good morality and encourage
masicry of general and scientific knowledge as well as skills for socialist construction so that
students will become socialist construction personnel both red and expert and with strong
physique. Meanwhile, the ACSF works to foster internationalism among students and contri-
butes its sharc to world peace and human progress.

The ACSF practises the system of organizational membership. The ACSF has at present
over 100,000 member unions which have a total of 50 million members, including 1.3 million
college students.

The ACSF adopts the organizational principle of democratic centralism. Its highest decision-
making body is the National Congress, which is convened every five years and which elects a
National Committee as a power organ to decide on important matters at intervals. The ACSF Na-
tional Committee consists of elected member unions, with each sending one representative to at-
tend Commititee meetings. A committee member unjon may change its representative if it
deems necessary. The Committee elects a President Unions; each of these unions sends a re-
presentative to assume office and make up the presidium to implement the decisions of the ACSF
Cornmittee, examine and supetvise the work of the secretariat, The Committee decides on the
appointment of the Secrctary-General and Deputy Secretaries-General nominated By the Pre-

sidium to make up the Secretariat to preside over the routine work of the ACSF.
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[image: image20.png]The student union of a university, college or secondary school is a mass organization of the
students themselves. Any Chinese student may become a student union member irrespective of
nationality, sex and religious belief. The union committee is elected by the school-wide student
congress of assembly which takes place every year or every other year. The ACSF calls on its
member unions to concentrate their activities on upbringing personnel with all-round moral, in-
tellectual and physical development for socialist construction.

Activities in Recent Years

The ACSF unites and guides the broad masses of students to realize their responsibility, to
study hard, become well trained and create a new social mood. In recent years, various activi-
ties have been carried out and remarkable results achieved.

1. Unite and educate the broad masses of students, bring them home their social and
historical responsibility and help foster a cortect political orientation.

2, Open up new horizons to help raise students’ ability to analyse and resolve practical
problems.

3. Carry out various recreational activities to enrich students’ sparetime life.

4, Make friendly exchanges with youth and students of other countries,

The ACSF actively promotes its friendship and co-operation with students and student ot-
ganizations in other countries and supports them in their just cause on the bases of “peace and
friendship, independence and equality and of learning from and helping each other.” In recent
years, the ACSF has established bilateral relations with student organizations in Romania, Zim-
babwe, Japan, France, Canada and the South Pacific Region, exchanged with them study and
work experience and promoted mutual understanding and friendship. Delegates of the ACSF
attended the 9th Congress of the Gencral Union of Palestinian Students (GUPS) in early 1984,
and expressed support for them in their just struggle for the restoration of national rights. The
ACSF shows concern for foreign students studying in China. Together with other organizations
the ACSF held a New Year evening party in honour of over 1,000 foreign students in Beijing

from over 90 countries,
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