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A Tentative Analysis of the Peace
Movement in Developed Countries

Peace is a major issue of common
concern to mankind today. Having
made an objective and comprehensive
analysis of the international situation,
we have reached the conclusion that at
present, although the danger of a new
world war still exists, thete is a hope for
the maintenance of world peace becau-
se the forces checking war have out-
grown the factors of war, The forces
checking war here refer to the countries
and people in the third world, Europe,
North America, Oceania and other
regions, The current peace movement in
"the developed countries under study in
this paper is one of such major forces.

Since the end of the Second World

War, the arms race especially the nu-
clear arms race between the two super-
powers has reached a level unseen be-
fore in human history. The stark reality
of such a threat to the human security
has aroused millions of people’s vigi-
lance against war and their determina-

tion to safeguard peace, thus forming a
most powerful and broad mass move-
ment in the world today.

A Continuing Peace Movement
Since the End of WWII

Mankind has undergone two world
wars, and the catastrophic Second
World War in particular deprived tens
of millions of people of their lives and

brought untold misery to numerous
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families. When people celebrated the
great victory of the anti-fascist war,
when they rose to their feet on the land
where their kith and kin and compa-
triots shed blood and rebuilt their ho-
mes on the ruins of war, it was only na-
tural that they think how a new world
war can be prevented.

Between the late 1940s and early
1950s, in view of the unprecedented
disaster the atomic bombs brought to
the people in Nagasaki and Hiroshima
and the clamour for a third world war
and especially the war of aggression
against Korea which broke out in 1950,
the broad masses of the people voiced
their demand for the prohibition of at-
omic bombs and opposition to another
world war, and took cotresponding ac-
tions. This was one upsurge of the post-
war peace movement.

As the American wor against Viet-

nam escalated in the late 1960s and
early 1970s, an anti-war peace move-
ment centering around the opposition
to the American war of aggression
against Vietnam got started. It was set
off in the United States but later spread
to a number of countries in Western
Europe, Northern Europe and Oceania.
[t lasted until the mid-1970s. The peace
movement was combinea, to certain
extent, with the youth and student
movement at that time. Both movements
strongly condemned the imperialist war
of aggression, refused to serve in the
army, and raised the issues of establish-
ing an alternative social structure and
eliminating sources of war.

Beginning in the late 1970s, the
arms race between the two superpowers
and their rivalry in Europe and other
regions have entered a new stage. The

Soviet Union deployed SS-20 missiles
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argeted at Western Europe. In respon-
se, NATO adopted a “dual decision”
to deploy 572 American medium-range
missiles in Britain, Federal Germany,
Holland, Belgium and italy starting
from 1983, This set off, among the We-
stern European people, a mammoth
anti-nuclear peace movement against
the deployment of new missiles in
Europe. A high tide came in autumn-
winter 1981 when millions of people
took part in over one thousand peace
demonstrations. The second high tide
appeared in late October 1983, a period
known as “‘the hot autumn of 1983”. At
that time, thousands upon thousands
of people held rallies, demonstrations
an other activities. New peace organiza-
tions sprang up like mushrooms. They
demanded that the United States and
the Soviet Unfon not deploy nuclear

weapons in Europe and even eliminate

all nuclear weapons, and called for the
removal of the two military blocs so as
to make Europe 2 continent free of nu~
clear weapons and military bases. The

dynamic peace movement in Europe

. spurred the growth of peace movement

in a number of countries in North Am-

crica and the Asia-Pacific region.

The Main Features of Today’s
Peace Movement

The peace movement has always
been a mass movement closely associat-
ed with the times it is in. Today’s peace

movement has the following charac-

teristics:

1. It has broad participation
from various strata. Today’s peace mo-
vement has won extensive support
from people of all social strata in
Europe and America. Devoted to the
movement are students, teachers, work-

ers, clerks, house wives, church people,
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writers, physicians, scientists and other
social celebrities and activists. Also ac-
tive in the movement in some countries
are patliament members, government
ministers, trade union and party leaders,
and even armymen and retired generals.
It is thus different from the anti-war
movement in the 1960s which was
mainly composed of youth and students.
Today's peace movement js a converg-
ing peace torrent that transcends differ-
ences in political viewpoint, ideology,
religious belief, age, colour, occupation
and sex. One conspicuous feature is
that professionals, church people and
women are particularly active in peace
movement,

2. Tt is linked with the new so-
cial movements in various countries.
The 1970s and eatly 1980s witnessed,
in some European and North American

countries, the emergence of such new

social movemtens as ecological and
feminist movements as well as strikes
and protests primarily against unemploy-
ment and cut in social welfare under new
conditions. The peace movement has
links with these movements. In Federal
Germany, the anti-nuclear movement
and ecological movement grew vigorous-
ly in the mid-1970 with more than one
thousand environmentalist groups form-
cd throughout the country. In the early
1980s, the ecological movement converg-
ed with the peace movement in opposi-
tion to the deployment of medium-range
nuclear missiles. The feminist movement
that emerged in the West in the 1970s
involved many women in social activi-
ties, making them an extremely active
force in the peace movement. A group
of outstanding women leaders have em-
erged in the peace movement today. In

a word, the combination of the new
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social movements with the peace move-
ment has provided a broader foundation
for the latter.

3. It aims at the two super-
powers and stresses the independence
of the movement. “No to both U.S.
Pershing II and Soviet SS-20” has be-
come a general slogan of the peace mo-
vement. Facts have convinced the peo-
ple that the danger of nuclear war com-
es from the nuclear arms race between
the United States and the Soviet Union.
Many peace organizations solemnly
point out that they are opposed to and
will fight unremittingly against the nu-
clear missiles, whether American or So-
viet, which are the most serious threat
to the peace in Europe and the whole
world.

The peace movement is putting an
increasing stress on its independence.

‘Some peace organizations demand that

“Europe’s fate should not be manipu-
lated by the two superpowers” and
“Europe should stay away from the su-
perpowers’ nuclear confrontation™, and
call for ‘Europeanization of Europe”.
Some peace activists advocate dialogues
and exchanges between peace organiza-
tions and activists in Eastern and Wes-
tern Europe so as to form a force for
peace and work for the establishment
of a “non-aligned” nuclear free zone
of the whole of Europe. This represents

a tendency of the peace movement to

pursue an independent policy that
transcends national boundary and
ideology.

The Role of the Peace Movement

The peace movement today has
become a very broad and most influen-
tial mass movement that has won the

attention of the parties in power or out
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of power in many countries. This is by
no way an accidental phenomenum.
Since WWII, the people of the world
have yearned for and valued peace
more dearly. Facts are the best
teachers. The broad masses have gra-
dually come to the conclusion that the
main threat to world peace comes from
the superpowers’ contention for world
hegemony through arms race and nu-
clear arms race in particular. They fav-
our dialogues between the United States
and the Soviet Union, but they are
awate that they should not cherish un-
realistic illusions about the superpo-
wers’ disarmament talks. They know
that one should not wait for peace, and
rather, it is everyone’s responsibility to
speak out, to act and to struggle so as
to put his destiny in his own hands.
The central task of the peace mo-

vement at present is to oppose arms

race and nuclear war and stand for nu-
clear disarmament. But due to the dif-
fering national conditions, the peace
movement in each country has its own
slogans, ideas and demands,

To put it briefly, the U.S. peace
movement a few years ago stressed nu-
clear freeze. Recently it has voiced op-
position to the SDI, called for a compre-
hensive nuclear test ban and opposed
intervention in Central America. The
peace movement in Britain advocates
“non-nuclear defense” following a de-
mand for unilateral disarmament. The
peace movement in Federal Germany
demands the establishment of a “de-
militarized corridor” between Eastern
and Western Europe as well as environ-
mental protection. Most peace organiza-
tions in Nordic and Baltic regions and
the South Pacific favour the establish-

ment of nuclear free zones and oppose
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nuclear tests. Under the strong appeal
of the New Zealand peace movement,
the Labour Party government there de-
cided to refuse port calls by nuclear-
powered and nuclear-armed U.S. war-
ships. The Japanese peace movement
focuses on the opposition to nuclear
weapons and nuclear tests and demands
a limitation of the military expenditure.
There are over one thousand “nuclear
-free local governments” in Japan, mak-
ing up two-thirds of the national total.
Prospect of the Peace Movement

What is the future prospect of the
peace movement? This question is of
common concern to the people and is
under study by many peace organiza-
tions and activists. Some people argue
that the peace movement is over becau-
se it failed to stop the deployment of

nuclear weapons in Europe, while some

others believe that with the opening of
dialogues between the United States
and the Soviet Union, the movement
will enter a period of silence. However,
quite a number of farsighted peace
groups and activists do not see it that
way. They are trying to advance the
movement to a new level by summing
up past experience and studying the
new problems that have emerged under
the new situation.

We believe this is a positive and
necessary approach. The peace move-
ment should not cease as long as the
dark cloud of the threat of nuclear war
continues to hang over people’s heads
due to the refusal of the United States
and Soviet Union to stop seeking global
hegemony and to halt their fierce arms
race. The opposition to war and safe-

guarding peace will remain a long-
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term goal for the struggle of the broad
masses of the people. The peace move-
ment is a growing force that will keep
developing in different forms under dif-
ferent conditions in conformity with
the development and changes in the in-
ternatioiral situation in spite of all dif-
ficulties and setbacks.

The Chinese people, who suffered

miserably from the imperialist aggres-

sons in the centuty before the founding
of New China, love and value peace de-
arly. At present, we are working pea-
cefully for the socialist modernization
which aims at changing China’s back-
wardness. In order to fully realize the
goals for the remaining years of this
century and the next, we need a long-
term peaceful international environ-

ment.
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Reduction in Troops Achieved

The reducton of the People’s Li-
beration Army (PLA), China’s armed
forces, by 1 million men has been
achieved, accoring to Yang Dezhi, chief
of the PLA’s General Staff.

“During the last two years, the
PLA concentrated its efforts on stream-
lining its rank and file,” he said during
a panel discussion at the National Peo-
ple’s Congress, which is holding its an-
nual session in Beijing.

He said the task of cutting the
number of the country’s troops by 1
million, which was first announced by

Deng Xiaoping, Charman of the Central

Military Commission, on June 4, 1985,
had been fulfilled.

At the same time, he noted, the PLA
has also undergone a successful struc-
tural readjustment.

The army’s 11 military commands
have been reorganized into seven units
at regimental level and above have
been reduced by more than 4,000, and
the departments in charge of militia
work have been handed over to local
governments.

Yang said the PLA was making
contributions to the country’s economic

construction.
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“In 1986,” he noted, “the army
helped complete 16,000 civil projects
and planted 37 million trees. It also
opened 17 military airports, the same
number of wharfs and more than 90
long-distance and satellite communica-
tions lines to civilian use.”

Recent press reports indicated that
in the last few years, more than 120,000
training courses have been set up to
teach soldiers civilian skills in transport,
agriculture, food processing and other
trades.

The demobilized usually return
to their home areas, and are assigned
jobs there. Both officers and men
should be trained in both military and
production skills and given a basic
knowledge of science, technology and
management.

The budget for this year, announc-

ed by the National People’s Congress
gave the military 20,376 billion yuan
(85.5 billion), 8.1 per cent of the total
budget. Out of this limited amount, the
army had to set aside more than 1 bil-
lion yuan to take care of the members
of families of officers who have died in
service and to pay for medical fees and
school fees of officers” wives and child-

ren.

The army would try to make the
best use of its limited funds, in the wake
of another drop in the military’s share

of the State budget.

The PLA supported wholehearted-
1y the government’s decision to give top
priority to the modernization of agricul-
‘ture, industry and science and technol-
ogy so as to shrug off the couniry’s

backwardness.
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Civil Air Defence Projects
Redeveloped for Economic
Construction

The Chinese people love peace
and oppose war. However, we should
not be off our guard against possible
wars of aggression during our peaceful
construction. Under the guidance of
this thinking, civil air defence projects
were built in many cities in China since
the 1950s. In recent years, we have
changed the previous approach of view-
ing civil air defence projects for pure

strategic purposes and started to rede-

velop the projects for economic cons-,

truction.
Beginning from 1980, civil air de-

fence projects have been converted into

shops, hotels, hospitals, workshops,
storehouses, living quarters, cultural and
sports centres as well as planting and
breeding grounds, which has brought
good economic and social benefits. By
the end of 1986, one quarter of the pro-
jects had undergone such redevelop-
ment. The annual industrial and com-
mercial output value and the volume
of business reached 1 billion yuan, ye-
alizing over 100 million yuan in tax
payment and profits. More than 60,000

jobs were created.

The civil air defence projects in

Beijing ate known as “an underground
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is contributing to the construction and
prosperity of the capital. For cxample,
underground hotels have been expand-
ing at an annual rate of 40,000 square
metres, and since 1980 the number of
beds has grown from 4,088 to 30,165
with a total floor space of 18,560
square metres. This has greatly eased

the shortage of hotels and housing

which failed to keep up with the social
development. At the same time it has
also provided employment for a large
number of job-waiting youth. Such re-
development has shown great economic

and social results.

Wonderful progress has been made

in many other cities in this respect. In

Chengdu city, Sichuan Province for
example, 100,000 square metres of the
civil air defence projects have been
made use of, which includes an under-
ground market extending 2.1km and
covering 11,000 square metres with
over 800 retail shops owned by the
state, the collectives and individusls.
The annual volume of business reaches
80 million yuan, ranking third in local
markets.

Since the 3rd Plenary Session of
the 11th Central Committee, the strate-
gic focus of our work has been shifted
to economic construction. This has led
to a growing redevelopment of the civil
air defence projects, bringing into
better play their role in our construc-

tion.
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Sino-Japanese Symposium on
The Asian Situation and Peace

[ssue Held in Beijing

Headed by Tokuma Utsunomiya,
Councillor and Chairman of the Na-
tional Headquarters of the Japan-China
Friendship Association, 16 well-known
personages from the Japanese political
circle and academic fields attended a
two-day (May 4th-5th) Sino-Japanese
Symposium on the Asian Situation and
Peace Issuc in Beijing. This sympo-
sium was a continuation of the one on
Asian peace issue held in Japan last
year.

In his speech, Li Yimang, Presi-
dent of the Chinese Association for In-
ternational Understanding, said, ““Sta-
bility and peacc in Asia arc essential
for the development of the countries in
the region. The most pressing task in
maintaining peace in Asia is to stop the
two superpowet’s arms race for hege-
mony in the region.” He added that in
comformity with the same principle re-

garding the reduction of the medium-
range nuclear missiles in Europe, there
should be a simultancous and balanced
reduction and the final destruction of
the medium-range nuclear missiles de-
ployed in Asia by the United States and
the Soviet Union.

Tokuma Utsunomiya commented
in his address that exchanges between
Japan and China arc beneficial to the
maintenance of world peace, and such
symposiums are extremely necessary.

At the symposium, the two sides
had an extensive exchange of views on
the situation in the Asian and the Paci-
fic region, on how the two countries can
help promote peace and development in
the Asian-Pacific region as well as on
how to work actively to strengthen the
friendly relations of cooperation be-
tween the people of China and Japan by
eliminating all obstruction.
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Visited Jiangsu Province to Mourn for
The Victims in the Nanjing Massacre

The Second Japanese Tree-Plant-
ing Delegation Mourning for the Vie-
tims in the Nanjing Massacre recently
held memorial activities in Nanjing to
express their deep grief for the mur-
dered Chinese.

Headed by Kikuchi Yoshitaka, the
79-member Japanese Tree-Planting Dele-
gation held the mourning ceremony on
April 17 at the Memorial Hall of the
Nanjing Massacre Victims Killed by the
invading Japanese army. Kikuchi Yo-
shitaka said in his speech that this year
marks the 15th anniversary of the nor-
malization of diplomatic relations be-
tween China and Japan and the 50th
anniversary of the “July Seventh Inci-
dent”. We will, once more, present
China with some trees, through which
to atone for our past crimes.

Li Ruiting, President of the Nan-
jing Chapter of the Chinese People's
Association for Friendship with Foreign
Countries, said, “More than 40 years
ago, the invading Japanese army com-
mittted monstrous crimes in Nanjing.
Past experience, if not forgotten, is a
guide for the future. Let’s bear in mind
this lesson and prevent this historical
tragedy from repeating itself. The peo-
ple of China and Japan should remain
friendly to each other for all genera-
tions to come.”

Later on, the Japanese friends
watched a historical documentary film
about the atrocities committed by the
invading Japanese army during the Nan-
jing Massacre and visited the skeleton
showroom of the Chinese victims and

the exhibition room.
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Last year, the Scientific and Indu-
strial Commission for National Defence
provided scientific assistance to 540-
some civilian projects.

The Commission and its respec-
tive attached departments have fully em-
ployed their scientific advantages to
assist civilian construction in a variety
of forms. Their assitance covers tech-
nological development for the state’s
key construction projects, support for
the development of commodity economy
in the backward areas, transfer of re-
search achievements, technical consul-
tancy and offering the use of their
equipments to others. Preliminary stati-

stics show that they organized training
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for 5,000 technicians nationwide last
year.

Over the past year, more than 200
technicians have been dispatched from
the Xichang Satellitet Lauching Centre
to help 41 big and medium-sized enter-
prises in Panxi area with their renova-
tion and updating of equipments while
organizing 12 technical training courses
of different kinds, leading to better
economic results for these enterprises.

In cooperaton with the Commis-
sion for the Modernization of Agricul-
ture under the Chinese Academy of
Sciences and other units, the Depart-

ment of System Engineering and Mathe-

matics of the University of Science and





[image: image17.png]Technology for National Defence run
training courses of agricultural system
engineering for nearly 2,000 people
from the old revolutionary base areas,
the areas inhabited by minority natio-
nalities, the remote and poor areas in
more than 20 provinces and autono-
mous regions. Besides, they also helped
outline plans for economic, social and
technological development for 19 coun-
ties in Hunan, Guangxi, Shanxi and
Heilongjiang provinces or autonomous
region. For example, in Liuyang coun-
ty, Hunan province where the develop-
ment plan was put into practice three
years ago, through the joint efforts by
the people of the whole county, the an-
nual output value of industry and agri-
culture has increased by an average of
100 million yuan each year for the past

three years. The per capita income has

risen from 278 to 453 yuan.

Many small neighbourhood fac-
tories and township enterprises have
made rapid development in production
thanks to the technical assistance of the
Scientific and Industrial Commission
for National Defence and its attached
departments. Here is an example. The
Red Flag Machinary Factory of Chang-
sha city, a small factory of collective
ownership, was facing difficulties a few
years ago with its products overstocked.
The University of Scientific and Tech-
nology for National Defence helped it
renovate the equipments and design
new products, turning it into a specia-
lized sensor-producing factory of fair-
ly big scale. Its products, which cover
300 varieties in 17 series, sell well in
28 cities, provinces and autonomous

regions.
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Send spring breeze to the grass,

Let the sunshine drive away darkness,

Shower warmth on the orphans, .
Bring happincss to towns and villages.
Qur hearts become closer,

And hands join hands,

‘We sing in one voice:

Fill the world with love.

There are good and honest people

As well as demons and ghosts.

There are people who silently
contribute,

As well as those who always conspire
to kill.

Open your eyes wide, young fellows,

Distinguish good from bad, honest from
evil.

Our sincere wish is:

Fill the world with love.

Peace, not war,

Stability, not disaster,

Sincerity, not hypocrisy,

Large-mindedness, not narrow-
mindedness.

Speaking for the hundreds of miilions
of children

And the future of mankind,

We have cvery right to demand:

Fill the world with love.

Love is trust,

Love is concern,

Love is support,

Love is understanding,

Side by side,

We are linked by mountains and seas,
We appeal with an open heart:

Fill the world with love.

LTl e e L L L L L L LR LT LU L L L e L L P B LE L L el LR L e LR LR LT UL g

18




[image: image19.png]INTRODUCTION TO THE MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

The All-China

Youth Federation

Character and Function

The All-China Youth Federation
(ACYF is the biggest youth organiza-
tion in China. It is a federal body of
youth organizations. It consists of the
Communist Youth League of China, the
All-China Students’ Federation (ACSF),
the All-China Young Men’s Christian
Association (YMCA), the All-China
Young Women’s Christian Association
(YWCA) and the youth federations of
various provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions.

The basic task of the Federation is:

To uphold the bafner of patriotism,
unite and educate young people of all
nationalities and of all circles in China,
encourage them to study Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought to
raise their patriotic and socialist con-
sciousness and to study modern science
and technology as general culture in the
common effort to build China into a
modern powerful socialist country with
a high degree of civilization and demo-
cracy, to achieve reunification of the

motherland and to oppose imperialism,
hegemonism, colonialism and safeguard
world peace.

Structure

The ACYF practises the organiza-
tional principle of democratic centra-
fism. Its highest decision-making body
is the National Committee consisting of
the representatives sent in by member
organizations as well as special guer
The National Committee has a President
and a number of Vice-Presidents elected
for a term of five years. When the Na-
tional Committee is not in session, a
Standing Committee elected by the Na-
tional Committee shall take charge of
the Federation’s work. The Standing
Committee has a Secretary-General and
several Deputy Secretaries-General to
assist the President and Vice-Presidents
in handling the work of the Federation.
It also has a general office, an interna-
tional department and a tourist depart-
ment,
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The All-China Youth Federation
was founded on May 4, 1949. Since its
founding, it has convened eight national
congresses.

In the past 35 years, the ACYF has
made great achievements in extensively
uniting and mobilizing youth of all na-
tionalities and all circles to actively par-
ticipate in the socialist revolution and
construction and to develop the friendly
relations with youth of other countries.
The Chinese youth are an important
force. This is especially true in the new
historical period beginning in 1978 to
gradually build China into a powerful
socialist country with modern agricul-
ture, industry, national defence and
science and technology and a high de-
gree of democracy and civilization.

Major Activities

1 Conducting various emulation
campaigns to meet the needs of China’s
four-modernization programme and to
encourage youth to become good refor-
mers, make constant inventions and
play the role of a vital force in their
work and production.

2) Conducting an education in
patriotism and the “five traditional
standards, four points of beauty and
three-love” programme.

20

3) Showing concern for the vital
interests of youth and helping them
solve problems.

4) Conductin vgarious cultural
and sports activities to enrich young
people’s sparetime life and cultivate
their lofty sentiments.

5) Actively carrying out interna-
tional exchanges and friendly coopera-
tion with youth of other countries.

Upholding the banner of peace
and fricndship, the ACYF strives to
preserve world peace and strengthen the
friendship and unity with youth of other
countries. It is willing to establish and
develop friendly relations with official
or non-governmental youth bodies of
all party affiliations and other youth
and student organizations wishibg to es-
tablish contacts with the ACYF. It is
willing to make friends extensively with
youth of all countries irrespective of
race, religious belief, occupation and
social stratum.

Under the principle of “peace and
friendship, independence and equality
and of helping and learning from each
other”, the ACYF has established
friendly ties with over 300 youth and
and student organizations in more than
100 countries and regions since 1979.
Among them, those in the third world
countries make up 70 per cent.




