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Regional Conference for the World
Disarmament Campaign Held in

Beijing

The United Nations Regional Con-
ference for the World Disarmament
Campaign opened at the Great Hall of
the People on March 23rd, 1987.

The conference which lasted 3 days was
an important event in the World Dis-
armament Campaign. Participants ex-
changed views on disarmament, the
relationship between disarmament and
security and development, and other
matters of concern to the international
community to seek ways to halt the arms
race and ease world tension.

Chinese Vice-Premier Wan Li delivered
an important address at the opening
ceremony.  He said, “At present, there
has been no genuine relaxation of the
international situation, and the danger
of war still exists.” He pointed out that
the further escalation of the arms race
and its extension into the outer space
have not only usurped enormous human
resources, but have gravely threatened
world peace and security. Therefore, to
actively promote the process of disarma-
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ment and to achieve genuine disarma-
ment have become the ardent demands
of the people of various countries who
yearn for peace and development, and
an important task of great urgency
entrusted to our generation by history
(for details, see the full text).

Yasushi Akashi, Under-Secretary-Gener-
al of the UN Department for Disarma-
ment Affairs said in his speech that, as
an active member of the UN and one
of the permanent members of the
Security Council, China has played an
extremely important role in the con-
sideration of the vital issues of interna-
tional peace and security. Over the
years, China has given staunch support
to the UN in its efforts to curb the arms
1t has
also put forward a number of valuable
proposals  which prominently
figured on the agenda of various disar-
mament forums.

Yasushi Akashi remarked, “In view of

race and achieve disarmament.

have

the ultimate threat which the arms racc
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represents, there is no other alternative
for us but to pursue disarmament reso-
The UN, as the expression of
the aspitations of the whole internation-
al community, has a moral duty and a

lutely.

political responsibility to ensure the
survival of mankind.”
On behalf of the UN Department for
Disarmament Affairs, Yasushi Akashi
expressed his appreciation to the Chi-
nese government and people for their
constant and active support to the
World Disarmament Campaign and in
all the activities carried out within the
range.
Zhoti Peiyuan, President of the Chinese
People’s Association for Peace and Dis-
armament delivered a speech at the

opening ceremony  entitled “Turn the
Swords into Ploughshares and Meet
Each Other with Gifts
Weapons™,
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Participating the conference were over
high-ranking
officials, well-known [ligures, scholars,

30 parliamentarians,

experts and representatives of various
circles from Asian and Pacific countries.
High-ranking Officials, cxperts and
celebrities from Australia, Canada, In-
dia, Indonesia, Japan, Mongolia, Pakis-
tan, the United States and
the Soviet Union attended the confe-
rence as guest speakers. Also present
at the conference were leading members
from Chincse depariments and non-

governmental organizations concerned

Sweden,

and experts and scholars from research
institutes.

Qian  Qichen, Chinese Vice-Foreign
Minister and Huan Xiang, Director-
General of the Centre for International
Studies under the State Council spoke
at the conference (for details, sec ex-
cerpts).
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Ladies and Gentlemen,
Comrades and Friends,

At a time when the struggle waged
by the people of various countries in the
world against war and for maintaining
peace is surging forward extensively, it
is of great significance today that dip-
lomats, experts on disarmament, scholars
and eminent figures {rom many coun-
tries have gathered here in this UN
Regional Conference for the World
Disarmament Campaign in a joint effort
to explore ways Lo realize disarmament
and maintain peacc. Wc are most
pleased to host this Conference. Please
allow me to exlend, on behalf of the
Chinese Government and people, our
sincere congratulations on the opening
of this Conference and our warm wel-
come to our friends from various coun-
tries who have come to attend this Con-
lerence.

Disarmament has been an impor-

tant goal which the United Nations has
strived to attain {or years. In order to
promote disarmament, the United Na-
tions initiated the World Disarmament
Campaign in 1982. And since then,
it has carried on the Campaign, giving
wide publicity to its disarmament goal
and its efforts to this end. This Con-
ference is an important activity of the
Campaign. Participants to the Con-
fercnce will exchange views on ques-
tions of disarmament and security,
which arc a common concern to the in-
ternational community, and to seek
ways to hall arms race and ease tension.
We believe that the Conference will
make positive contributions towards
this end.

At present, there has been no
genuine relaxation of international situa-
tion, and the danger of war still exists.
The further escalation of the arms race
and its extension into the outer space
have not only engulfed enormous human
resources, but also gravely threatened
world peace and security. Therefore,
to actively promotc the process of
disarmament and to realize genuine
disarmament have become an ardent
demand of the people of various coun-
tries who yearn [or peace and develop-
ment and an imporiant task of great
urgency entrusted to our generation by
history.

In line with relevant U.N. resolu-
tions, countrics which possess the Targest
nuclear and conventional arsenals have
a special responsibility for halting the
arms race and for disarmament. The
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upon them to take the lead in drastically
reducing their armaments so as to create
conditions for general disarmament. At
present, developments in the U.S.-So-
viet disarmament negotiations have
attracted widespread attention from the
international community, We are of
the view that dialogue is better than
confrontation, and relaxation is better
than tension. We sincerely hope that
these countries will conduct negotia-
tions in carnest and reach an early
agreement on disarmament conducive
to the relaxation of tension without
jeopardizing the interests of other coun-
tries. As the question of disarmament
has a direct bearing on world peace and
the security of all countries, the Chinese
Government has always held that it
should not be monopolized by a few
countries. All countries in the world,
big or small, strong or weak, should
have the equal right to participate in its
discussion and settlement, and their
reasonable demands and propositions
should be fully respected and given
serious consideration.

China is a developing socialist
country pursuing an independent foreign
policy of peace. In order to concentrate
its efforts on the socialist modernization
drive, China nceds a long-term and
stable international environment of
peace. Bearing in mind the vital in-
terests of the Chinese people and the
lofty goal of world peace, we have all
along opposed to arms race of all forms,
and stood for complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of nuclear, biolo-
gical and chemical weapons and
weapons of the outer space as well as
for drastic reduction of conventional
armaments. China is fully aware of its
responsibility and has contributed its
share to the maintenance of world peace
and sccurity. In his statement at the
Chinese People’s Rally for World Peace

a year ago, Premier Zhao Ziyang made
a comprehensive elaboration on the
basic position and propositions of the
Chinese Government on disarmament.
At the 41st Session of the U.N. General
Assembly, the Chinesc delegation pre-
sented two important draft resolutions
on nuclear and conventional disarma-
ment which were later adopted with
extensive support from the member
states.

As is known to all, China has
declared to the world on the very first
day when it camc into possession of
nuclear weapons that at no time and
uade no circumstances would China be
the first to use nuclear weapons. Last
year China also declared that it would
conduct no more atmospheric nuclear
tests. China has signed the Treaty for
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in
Latin America and the relevant addition-
al protocols to the South Pacific Nuclear
Free Zone Treaty respectively. And the
plan to reduce China’s military forces
by one million men is being implement-
ed smoothly. These concrete actions
China has taken fully reflect China’s
sincerity for disarmament.

Comrades and Friend

@

On the occasion of the opening of
the U.N. Regional Conference for the
World Disarmament Campaign, 1 wish
to reaffirm the active support of the
Chinese Government to the United Na-
tions and the international community
in their cfforts for world peace and dis-
armament. The Chinese pcople are
ready to join the people of other coun-
tries in an unremitling cffort for a lasting
peace of the world, and for prosperity
of all countries, their development and
cooperation on the basis of equality.

May the U.N. Regional Conference
for the World Disarmament Campaign
be crowned with success.
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INTO PLOUGHSHARES AND
MEET EACH OTHER WITH

GIFTS INSTEAD OF WEAPONS

By Zhou Peiynan

Respected ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,

Today in the warm spring breeze,
this ancient city of Beijing is playing
host to experts and scholars {rom the
United Nations and many countries

[

around the world, who have gathered
here to attend ‘the United Nations Re-
gional Conference for the World Dis-
armament Compaign. Please allow me,
on behalf of the Chinese People’s
Association for Peace and Disarmament,
a non-governmental peace organization
composed of 21 people’s organizations
in China, to extend our warm welcome
to you, our guests from far away. |
congratulate you on the opening of this
Conference and would Jike to take this
opportunity to make a few remarks.

I have led a fairly long life of eighty-
five years, enough to experience both
the misery caused by war in the old days
and the happiness of the tranquility
today. Piping times of peace has been
the idcal and the long-cherished wish
of the Chinese people for thousands of
years. Like all other ordinary people,
I know only too well how precious
peace is. Peace is both the inevitable
trend of the times and the wise choice
of man. At present, however, peace
and security of mankind are threatened,
and the shadow of war hangs over peo-
ple’s heads like the sword of Damocles.
In the face of this stern reality, all those
with a conscience cannot help asking:
Where is the way out? An old Chinese
saying crops up -in my mind, which
says: Put the swords back into the
sheaths and meet cach other with gifts
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modern language, it should read disar-
mament. This is an important way out.
It is sell-evident that disarmament is by
no means casy to achieve. But so long
as the world’s people work together and
build up a strong moral force to wage
an unremitting struggle for world peace,
the prospect of halting the arms race
surely does exist. That is why the world
disarmarment campaign launched by the
United Nations and the wide publicity
given to the disarmament issue by the
United Nations has great significance.
It is only natural that the superpowers
who possess the largest arsenals and the
strongest  scientific and technological
capabilitics in the world should bear
special responsibility for both nuclear
and conventional disarmament and the
non-militarization of the outer space.
Meanwhile, we believe that all coun-
tries, big or small, should have a say on
the issue of disarmament. The efforts
for disarmament should be combined
with those for saleguarding internation-
al security.

Mankind now lives in an age of
highly developed modern science and
technology. This has confronted us with
new challenges and opportunities.
Having been engaged in scientific re-
scarch for more than five decades, T
know very well that while science and
techrnology should and can be used to
benefit mankind, they may also be
misused to bring harm to it. As today’s
world is filled with turbulence and
unrest, it is necessary for each country
to maintain an appropriate defence
force. 1t would be unrealistic to ask for
the total removal of defence forces. But
we must emphatically point out that it

is the aspiration of mankind and the
goal of our struggle to hali the arms race,
to stop the expansion of the arms race
into the outer space and the sca and to
make science and technology totally
serve peace and beneflit mankind.

As an individual, 1 can only play
an insignificant role. But } am keenly
aware that a great wall for world peace
is being built by the onc billion Chinese
people. In recont years, our government
has taken many disarmament initiatives.
They include the reduction of onc
million troops, the cut in military spend-
ing, the transfer of military technology
to civilian use and the training of servi-
cemen in both military and civilian
skills. This fully demonstrates the Chi-
nese people’s sincerity in safeguarding
world peace. China is an important
force for peace in every sense of the
word. We are ready to join the rest
of the peace-loving people of the world
and together with them form a mighty
torrent of peace. May I quote a Chinese
poet and compare this torrent to “a clear
stream that winds through impeding
green hills and swiftly flows to the wide
smooth land”. Togehter we shall go
around campaigning and fighting for
peace and disarmament. We arc con-
vinced that world peace can be main-
tained and I am optimistic about it.
But of course great efforts need to be
made.

According to Chinese tradition,
rabbit is a harbinger of good fortune
and this year is the year of the rabbit.
May the rabbit year bring us peace
tidings and a good beginning!

T wish the Conference

success!

cvery
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March 24, 1987
Excerpts

Despite the absence ol a new world
watr in the past forty years or more
since the end of the Second World War,
the world is still in the grip of turbul-
ence and intranquility, and mankind is
yet to achicve genuine peace. Regional
conllicts and local wars occurred one
aftcr another, and arms race has kept
escalating worldwide. The internation-

PSS Y
FhESw B o b u rw o

®
we
%%
v
8
%n
v
Q¥
wa
w3
2 ¥
e
B
EL ]
w

al situation has remained tense, and the
danger of war is still seriously threaten-
ing world peace and sccurity. It is
precisely because ol this reason that the
people all over the world are making
unremitting efforts in various ways to
safeguard peace. The World Disarma-
ment Campaign initiated by the United
Nations is part of this extensive effort.
We are convinced that as long as the
peace-loving peoples of the world are
determined o takc their destiny in their
own hands and go into action, interna-
tional peace and security can be main-
tained, and a new world war can be
prevented. We are optimists. Although
the road ahead is tortuous, the world has
a very promising [uture, and the pros-
pect of mankind is bright.

The Chinese Government pursues
an independent foreign policy of peace.
The basic objective ol China’s foreign
policy is to maintain world peace. We
havce always maintained that all coun-
tries in the world are cqual. We are
opposed to the big bullying the small
and strong lording it over the weak.
We are ready to develop friendly rela-
tions with all countries of the world on
the basis of the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence. Standing firmly
by the third world, we will never enter
into alliance with any superpower. We
are opposed to the use or threat of
force in international relations and
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other countries. We are in favour of
a peaceful settlement of international
disputes.

China has consistently opposed
arms race and will never lake part in
it. We stand for the complete prohibi-
tion and thorough destruction of all
nuclear, chemical, biological and space
weapons and for a drastic reduction of
conventicnal weapons. As early as in
1964, China declared explicitly on the
very first day when it came into posses-
sion of nuclear weapons that at no time
and under no circumstances will it be
the first to use nuclcar weapons. China
has also undertaken not to use or
threaten to use nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear statcs or nuclear free zones.
China has successively signed the rcle-
vant protocols to the Treaty for the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in
Latin America and the South Pacific
Nuclear Free Zone Treaty. China does
not advocate or encourage nuclear pro-
liferation, nor does it help other coun-
tries develop nuclear weapons. China
supports whatever actions and initia-
tives that are conducive to the realiza-
tion of disarmament and climination of
the threat ol nuclear war.

China has taken a number of steps
to cut its military expenditurcs on its
own initiative. The important decision
made by the Chinese Government to
reduce China’s armed forces by a mil-
lion men is being implemented smooth-
ly. China has not carried out any nuclear
test for years. Furthermore, it declared
Jast year that it would conduct no more
atmospheric nuclear tests in future.

All this has fully demonstrated
China’s sincerity for peace and disarma-
ment and its determination to take con-
crete steps in this regard.

To put an end to nuclear arms race,
bring about nuclear disarmament, re-
move the threat of nuclear war and

avoid a nuclear holocaust have become
the strong desire of the peoples of the
world and their most important task.

The ultimate goal of nuclear disar-
mament should be the complete prohibi-
tion and thorough destruction of all
types of nuclear weapons. Let us first
of all take a look at the reality of the
nuclear armaments in the world today.
The most important fact is that the two
superpowers possess the largest and
most sophisticated nuclear arsenals,
amounting to over 97% of the total
nuclear weapons in the world. Their
nuclear weapons have long reached the
level of over-saturation and overkill.
With the piling up of nuclear weapons,
continucd arms race is not only absurd
but also a mockery of human wisdom.
The extension of the arms race into the
outer space will trigger off its spiralling
escalation. The grim realities are that
whatever their intentions, only they two
have the strength and capability of
launching a nuclear war. The latent
possibility that the world civilization
will be ruined by a nuclear war is like
the sword of Damocles, posing a con-
stant threat to peacc and security of
mankind. As a Chinese saying goes: It
takes the one who tied the knot to untie
it”. Naturally, they must assume the
primary responsibility and obligation
for nuclear disarmament. The UN.
General Assembly unanimously adopted
at its 41st Session a resolution which
clearly set forth the special responsibi-
lity of the superpowers and urged them
to take the lead in substantially reduc-
ing their nuclear armaments. This has
fully reflected the strong desire of the
world people and the common will of
the intcrnational community.

Thercfore, we are ol the view that
the two superpowers should take the
lead in halting immediately the test,
production and deployment of all types

9
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duce and destroy all types of nuclear
weapons they have deployed anywhere
inside and outside their countries so as
to create conditions for other nuclear
states to take part in nuclear disarma-
ment. After that, a broadly representa-
tive international conference on nuclear
disarmament with the participation of
all the nuclear states should be held
to discuss further measures for the
thorough destruction of nuclear wea-
pons. China as a nuclear state will not
shirk its responsibility and will strive
to make its due contribution to this end.

In recent years, the Soviet Union
and the United States, while stating that
nuclear war cannot be won and should
never be fought, have both put forth a
number of proposals and plans, one of
which is a 50% reduction of strategic
nuclear weapons as the first step.
However, the two sides have so far
reached no substantive agreement, and
their basic differences remain as serious
as ever. Of late, the negotiations be-
tween the Soviet Union and the United
States on intermediate-range missiles
and their related proposals have attract-
ed much attention. It should be pointed
out that the question of the intermediate-
range missiles has a direct bearing on
the security of countries in Europe as
well as in Asia. International security
is indivisible. While the security of
Europe is important, the security of
Asia is equally important. We insist
that in accordance with the same prin-
ciple, there should be a simultaneous
and balanced reduction of the interme-
diate-range missiles deployed in both
Europe and Asia until their complete
destruction.

We hold that jn order to reduce the
risk of a nuclear war, all nuclear states
should, at present, undertake not to be
the first to use nuclear weapons under
any circumstances and not to use or

10

threaten to use nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear states or nuclear-free zones.
And then on this basis they could move
on to conclude an international conven-
tion on the prohibition of the use of
nuclear weapons with the participation
of all nuclear states.

An increasing number of countries
are calling for the cstablishment of
nuclear-free zones and zones of peace.
This gives expression to their just
aspirations against nuclear war and for
the peace and security of their own re-
gions. We maintain that nuclear states
should respect the propositions and
demands of these countries and under-
take corresponding obligations. China
unequivocally supports the proposals
for the establishment of nuclear-free
zones in Latin America, the South
c, Africa, the Middle East, South
Asia and the Korean Peninsula.

Like many other countries, China
is for the principle of non-proliferation
of nuclear weapons. China’s nuclear
cooperation  with other countries is
confined only to the peaceful use of
nuclear energy. At the same time, we
also hold that the legitimate rights of
numerous developing countries of using
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes
should not be impaired. As for the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, it has been justly
pointed out that the obligations nuclear
states and non-nuclear states should
assume under it respectively are im-
balanced and unfair. The treaty only
limits horizontal proliferation and places
no limits at all on the continuous ex-
pansion and improvement of the nuclear
arsenals of the superpowers. That is
why China has reservations on and is
critical of this treaty.

While emphasizing nuclear disar-
mament, one should not overlook the
importance and urgency of conventional
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link between nuclear and conventional
disarmament.

First, both conventional and nu-
clear armaments are basic elements in
the military might which prop up the
two major confronting military blocs.

Second, with the development of
science and technology, conventional
weapons have become increasingly
more lethal and destructive.

Third, there is no insurmountable
barrier between conventional and
nuclear wars. Should a conventional
war break out in certain highly de-
veloped regions, it will probably cscalate
into a nuclear war.

Fourth, conventional armaments
are also frequently used as a means to
interfere in, subvert, invade or occupy
a sovereign state. In the post-war years,
the usc of conventional weapons in re-
gional wars aud conflicts has taken a
toll of tens of millions of human lives.

Fifth, military expenditures in the
world every year now total nearly 1,000
billion US dollars, most of which are
spent on cenventional armaments. An
enormous amount of human wealth is
thus wasted. One cannot but regret that
cnormous wealth should be devoted to
arms race when there are still starvation
and poverty on earth.

Obviously, it is absolutely necess-
ary that conventional armaments be
reduced drastically along with nuclear
disarmament. Conventional armaments
of any country should be used only for
self-defence. It goes without saying that
the superpowers and military blocs
which possess the largest and most
sophisticated  conventional  arsenals
should take the lead in drastically re-
ducing their conventional armaments.
This is of crucial importance to the
maintenance of world peace.

While mankind is faced with the
threat of a nuclear war, the outer space

is haunted by a specter, namely, the
imminent or on-ongoing arms race. This
is an extension and development of
nuclear arms race which will lead to a
more complex situation characterized
by a progressive escalation of the arms
race involving offensive nuclear wea-
pons and defensive weapon systems.
This race will further destabilize the
world and increase danger of war. To
check this race has become a most
urgent task for mankind.

The outer space is the common
heritage of mankind, and its develop-
ment and utilization should bring bene-
fits to mankind. 1t is against the will
of mankind if any country should de-
velop, test, produce or deploy outer
space weapons in any way. [t is hoped
that an international convention on the
complete prohibition of outer space
weapons can be concluded at an early
date.

It is a complicated and arduous
task to check arms race and promote
disarmament. Having a direct bearing
on peace and security for all peoples,
it calls for concerted and unremitting
cfforts on the part of the people of the
world. All countries, big or small, strong
or weak militarily, should have the
cqual right of participating in the dis-
cussion and settlement of the disarma-
ment question which should not be
monopolized by a few big powers. No
disarmament agreement should be
reached at the expense of other coun-
tries” interests.

Finally, I wish to further point out
that while disarmament contributes to
peace and security, disarmament alone
is not enough to preserve peace and
security, World peace and national
security are closely inter-related.
Encroaching upon a nation’s indepen-
dence and sovereignty will undoubtedly
jeopardize world peace. Therefore, to
safeguard peace and security, it is essen-
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Speech by Director-General

Huan Xiang Centre of the International

Studies of the State Council of China
Excerpts

We have just seen off ““the Interna-
tional Year of Peace” and now are
welcoming “the International Year of
Housing”. The aims of these two In-
ternational Years do express the wotries
and cager desire of mankind for peace
and development. While about one fifth
of the world population are too poor to
have proper housing or even homeless,
scme onc thousand billion U.S. dollars
were spent on the expense of war or war
preparation in the year of peace, 11.1%
more than that of the year before last.
It is no wonder that the Experts Group
of the United Nations pointed out as
carly as 1982 in their study report enti-

[Ratec L et d il e A s

tial to oppose any (orm of interference
by one country in the internal affairs of
others and any form of violation of the
sovereignty and territorial intcgrity of
others, and to oppose in particular amy
country’s using its military means to
subject others to war of aggression.
The World Disarmament Cam-
paign is developing in breadth. To
maintain world peace and oppose war
has been taken as their objective and
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tled “The Relationship between Disar-
mament and Development™:

This investigation suggests very
strongly that the world can either con-
tinue to pursue the arms race with
characteristic vigour or morc conscious-
ly and with deliberate speed toward a
more stable and balanced social and
economic development within a more
sustainable international cconomic and
political order. It cannot do both.

We are gathering here today only
to express our choice: the world must
carry out disarmament for the existence
and development of mankind.

sacred duty by billions of people. The
people all over the world must take their
destiny in their own hands so that civil-
ization will triumph over brutality,
cooperation will prevail over confronta-
tion, and peace will replace war. The
Chinese people are determined to work
with the peoples of all countries and
strive to build a world that has lasting
peace, cooperation on the basis of equa-
lity, prosperity and development.
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Development in our sense is the
general improvement and promotion of
the living qualities of human beings.
Though it is due to the fact that people
live in different societies, different
nation states and at different historic
periods, their meanings of development
may vary in demands and requirements,
nevertheless they have two similarities.
First, the priorities of development are
economic growth. Sceond, to seek the
equal opportunity for everyone to parti-
cipate in social and economic process
and share faitly their benefits. These
are common desire of all peoples.

People have for centuries made
unremitting efforts for their own ex-
istence and development. After the
Second World War, the shadow of
nuclear war has been threatening the
survival ol mankind, yet the developed
nations have greatly increased their
cconomic growth and many developing
countries which have just gained inde-
pendence [rom the old colonial system
have developed their national economy
under the new historical conditions
since the 1950s. And the average
growth rate of gross product value of
the developing  couniries  reached
6.1% from 1960 to 1973, and 5.5%
from 1973 to 1980, higher than those
of the developed nations during same
period.

Tt is certain that these achievements
can by no means telieve the worries of
the intcrnational community for the
long existing grave poverty, backward-
ness and thc uneven development in
social economy. Especially in entering
the 1980s there have been a quarter of
the world population living in poverty.
Hundreds of millions of people are
under-nourished, homeless and in need
of medical service.

In 1950, the product value per

capital of the developed nations is 9.9
times more than that of the developing
countries. When it came to 1980, the
gap is not natrower but wider and
reached 11.3 times more. 1f the develop-
ing countries are terribly poor, there
is no reason for developed nations to be
at ease. According to the figures of
the Bureau of the Census of the United
States, 11% of thc Americans in 1984
were with no property or in heavily debt.
The whole world is feeling uneasy for
the global social and economic problems.
Thus it has been an even more urgent
task to realize the the aims of develop-
ment.

The world situation as such has
been caused by various complicated
historic and social reasons, by the
cxistence and evolution of different uni-
vetsally existed social economic forma-
tions and development levels and by
various contradictions and conflicts
among mations. It is influenced by
population and ccological problems, and
is cven also due to limitations of the
ways and means of development and
co-operation. However, what is most
obvious is that war damages and the
expense of armament race are one of
the principal obstacles.

Development Is Obstructed by War
and Arms Race

It is cstimated that there arc more
than [ifty armed conflicts and wars
going on which involve a quarter of the
countries in the world, causing tremen-
dous life and property loss. In the past
25 yeats, the world arms expenditurc
has been doubled, and the increasing
speed of its growth rate has surpassed
that of the world economy. No country
can bear the burden of the heavy arms
expenditure.

The United States and the Soviet
Union are the two strongest powers.
Their military expenditure was 60% of
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[image: image14.png]the total of that of all the countries. The
arms racc between these two powers
have worsened not only the world situa-
tion but also their own economic con-
ditions.

Large amount of resources and
social labour have been used in the de-
velopment of arms in the United States,
and its financial deficit is closely linked
with enormous military expenditure.
from 1981 to 1984 the increased amount
of the military expenditure was appro-
ximately 81% of the financial deficit.
1t has become the greatest debtor nation.
The weakening of its economic com-
petitive capability and the enormous
trade dcficit has become another serious
problem of the United States.

Military expenditure of the Soviet
Union is 9% of its national income
according to the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute (SIPRT).
Though there are many causes in its
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slow growth of economy, it has become
problem which the Soviet
apractical problem which the Soviet
tedly military expenditure is one of the
most important causes.

Frequent wars and battles after
the Second World War almost all
occurred on the land of the developing
countries. Among these wars, many of
them were anti-colonial ones, but there
are also a great number of aggressive
wars which were meddled in directly
or indirectly by superpowers. Many
eveloping countries were forced to in-
crease their military expenditure and
the developed nations one after another
have sold them their arms. In 1970s,
the average annual rate of their military
cxpenditure increase was 6%, more
than their 5.2% growth rate of GNP.
“During twenty developing countries
with the largest foreign debt, arms im-
ports between 1976 and 1980 were
equivalent to 20% of the increase in
debt in that period.”

At present, the foreign debt of the
developing countries has reached 1000
billion U.S. dollars and its serious harm
to their economy is known to all.

Such heavy burden of military ex-
penditure has brought serious conse-
quences to various countries. It has
proved that disarmament are not only
urgent demands of developing countties
but also the needs of developed nations
including thc United States and the So-
viet Union.

Disarmament Helps Development

The relationship between the de-
velopments of arms and of economy is
competitive and is a matter of cither
this or that. For both of them depend
on the limited resources in the world.
1t is estimated that among the resources
used for arms, the military expenditure
is 6% of the gross product value, the
labour force is 50 to 100 million peo-




[image: image15.png]ple. The expenditure for military
science and technological development
is 23% of the global research expendi-
ture, while the number of military re-
scarchers are 22% of the total re-
searchers in the world. The pity is:
it tends to increase further. Competition
like such is not only a great waste of
resources, but also a serious obstacle to
cconomic development. Only disarma-
ment can help development.

There is a view that military ex-
penditure can stimulate economic
growth. A recent study by three British
economists has refuted such a view.
They have found that in the whole
Western world, military expenditure is
inversely proportional to the achieve-
ments of their industry.

No one would object that every
state should possess its armed forces to
safcguard its national security. As is
well known, both the United States and
the Soviet Union have already possessed
nuclear weapons enough to destroy the
carth dozens of times and yet they are
still developing such weapons. They
even bring the arms competition into
the outer space. The annual growth
ratc of the world military expenditure
from 1981 to 1984 was 3.6%, greater
than the rate of 2.4% from 1977 to
1980. The results of such arms expan-
sion can only lead to the worsening of
national economy and cause unrest and
conflicts.

The relationship among armament,
security and development is that of a
trianglar circulating effect. They are
connected with each other and influence
each other. To disarm or to expand
arms? This is the key to the triangle
relationship whether it tends to be a
virtuous circle or a vicious one. Disar-
mament is the first step of significance
for sccurity and development.

The traditional concept that milit-
ary strength is the symbol of nation’s

strength is now gradually changing.
‘We might predict that in the next cen-
tury what makes a state having a footh-
old in the world, is not its military
strength threatening its ncighbours or
secking hegemony, but its ability to de-
velop its national economy at high speed
and with better quality, and also its
ability to absorb all the advanced things
from every nation and state, bringing
itself a more wealthy, equal and demo-
cratic society.
The Premise of Disarmament

The United Nations has made
unremitting ellorts [or disarmament,
but it is regrettable that little achieve-
ments have been made. We must take
practical steps to promote disarma-
ment:

First, both the United States and
the Soviet Union which possess the
biggest arsenals of nuclear and conven-
tional weapons should reduce in great
amount their present weapons of both
kinds. And both of them should not
escalate their arms race into the outer
space in contending for military superio-
rity.

Second, both of them should not
make new military alliance or arrange-
ments in various areas, interfere in the
internal afflairs of other countries, create
or sharpen disputcs and conflicts among
the Third World countries. Thus it
will creale conditions for the developing
countries to greatly lessen their arms
burden.

Third, though we emphasize that
disarmament is a practical action to
promote security and development, we
deem it necessary to create a good inter-
national atmosphere for disarmament,
that is. to rehabilitate and enhance poli-
tical confidence through dialogue and
co-operation. Mutual confidence dispels
misgivings and is helpful to reach disar-
mament  agreements.  Disarmament
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[image: image16.png]agreements in turn will enhance political
confidence, to realize the virtuous circle
of the two and further helps develop-
ment.

Fourth, we have repeatedly laid
emphasis on the mutual dependence
among nations. To achieve the aims of
development, we must seck proper and
beneficial co-operative relations and
channels in economic field. We must
do away with measures such as protec-
tionism which shifts one’s troubles onto
others. Otherwisc economic environ-
ment will be deteriorated, political
atmosphere worsened, and disarmament
will not be achieved.

Fifth, every nation is supposed to
make independent choice for its develop-
ment strategy and no state has any right
to force its will upon others. To say
nothing of expanding its sphere of in-
fluence in the pretext of assisting others

to develop.

Lastly, politics and ideology of
all the statesmen and people with fore-
sight and sagacity should meet the aims
of benefitting mankind and the needs
of economic development. 1t gets
nowhere to solve political disputes
among nations by using military means,
or to overthrow one political ideology
or social system by force. The old and
obsolete thought such as expanding
armament policy, military blocs politics,
sphere of influence, policy of strength,
etc., were all for the interests ol the
nation itself and should be clearly done
away with, when the whole mankind
has entered an era of more relying on
each other. Instead we should learn to
solve disputes through negotiation and
consultation and establish international
co-operation on the basis of the Five-
Principles of Peaceful Co-existence.
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One Million Armymen Who Have Mastered Civilian Trade
Skills Display Their Talents When Quitting Active Service

Since the People’s liberation Army
(PLA) started training its soldicrs in
both military and civilian skills, more
than one million of them have mastered
trade skills and know-how needed for
the country’s development. They have
given play to their talents in building up
their hometowns especially in the de-
velopment of rural commeodity economy,
drawing much attention and praise from
all walks of life.
According to surveys by relevant
departments, since 1983 more than 1.2
million demobilized soldiers with both
military and civilian skills have taken
up jobs in rural arcas across the country.
Among them, 260,000 are working in
rural and township enterprises, and
116,000 have become specialized
households in planting, breeding or
other trades. The country boasts over
2,300 commodity production associa-
tions run primarily by such people,
making up 5 per cent of the total in the
rural arcas.

These vast numbers of demobilized
young soldiers with such skills have
wide experience, new ideas and good
consciousness, and are dauntless. They
can play a leading role in the restructur-
ing of the rural industry. They have
greatly promoted rural economic deve-
lopment by exploiting natural resources,
setting up various kinds of economic
entitics, developing specialized house-
holds or households doing specialized
jobs besides crop cultivation, and runn-
ing the tertiary industry. Tn Yongdeng
County, Gansu Province, the demobi-
lized armymen are running 300-plus

cconomic entities and associations,
whose output value in the past 3 years
total 69.95 million yuan, and they have
handed over to the state 3.23 million
yuan in profits and taxes.

The demobilized armymen with
both military and civilian skills, who
arc enthusiastic about diffusing science
and technology among peasants, readily
share their knowledge with other peo-
ple, so they are praised as “ardent pro-
moters of knowledge”. Zhang Taihui,
a demobilized armyman in Mawang
Township of Nanbu County, Sichuan
Province, has run 15 household training
courses since 1983, teaching more than
300 people how to grow tremella and
mushroom. Hc also makes frequent
visits to other villages and schools and
shares his skills with the people there.

New progress has been made by
the army in training soldiers in both
military and civilian skills. According
to the statistics supplied by the General
Political Department of thc PLA, the
armed forces started 25,000 civilian-
skill training courses of different kinds
in 1986, which helped train more than
650,000 soldiers. Some 430,000 mas-
tered at least onc trade skill. More than
70 per cent of the demobilized soldiers
leave the army as masters of at lcast
one skill which they can put to use in
their civilian life.

During his active service, cach
soldier may spend at least 100 days
every year on learning civilian skills.
Up to now the PLA has sct up more
than 6,000 training bases.
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“We are afraid of nuclear war.
Why don’t we stop the arms race and
use the money to help the poor? Can
you help us?”

“What will you do for world
peacc?”’

Children on peace trips sponsored
by the Children As Peacemakers Foun-
dation have been asking such questions
of state leaders wherever they meet
them.

When they met Ulanhu, Vice-
President of China at the Great hall of
the People on March 30th, a Soviet boy
asked him. “The Great Wall of China
can’t prevent war now as it used to do.
What can we do to stop nuclear war?”

“Pcople all over the world shoul
unile and work for peace and make up
the great wall of the people,” the eighty-
year-old Vice-President said.

When the Chinese leader told them
China had shown sincerity in secking
world peace by cutting down its armed

Michelfe Alexander, an American gitl plays
the peace game with Vice President Ulanhu.

forces by a million, the children clapped
and cheered.

The pcace angels came [rom Nor-
way, the USSR, New Zealand, India,
Kenya, Japan, Mexico and the United
States representing cvery continent,

An American girl played with
Ulanhu the peace gamec she created
which won her an International Chil-
dren’s Peace Prize in 1985. She had also
played with US President Ronald
Reagan and some other world leaders
she has met.

“Children As The Peacemakers”
was founded by author and columnist
Patricia Montandon in 1982.

The organization awards the In-
ternatinal Children’s Peace Prize cach
year to children who submit original
works of art, music and writings on the
subject of peace.

The 70-minute meeting with the
Chinese leader reached jts climax when
Ulanhu joined the children in a peace
song. “We shall live in peace.”

“T am so plcased and impressed,”
said Pat after the occasion.

She organized a children’s peace
trip to Beijing in December 1983 and
met Premier Zhao Ziyang.

““Children are a good cxample for
the entire world,” she said.

The children from different coun-
tries speak different languages but soon
became friends after they started their
trip on March 13th.

“They have their own language
and have been living together like a big
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the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone

On February 10, Chinese Ambassa-
dor to Fiji [i Chaozhu signed Protocols
Nos. 2 and 3 attached to the South
Pacific nuclcar free zone treaty in Suva,
the capital of Fiji. At the same time,
he read and presented a statement on
behalf of the Chinese government.

The statement reiterated the Chi-
nese government’s consistent support
for the establishment of the nuclear
free zone and solemnly declared that
China respects the status of the South
Pacific nuclear free zone and will not
use or threaten to use or test nuclear
weapons in the region.

Ambassador ji Chaozhu passcd on
a letter from State Councillor and
Foreign Minister Wu Xuegian to Fijian
Prime Minister Kamisese Mara, Chair-
man of the 17th South Pacific Forum.
The letter explained China’s stand on

the South Pacific nuclear free zone
treaty.
“The conclusion of the South

Pacific nuclear free zone treaty is a re-
flection of the common aspiration and
just demand of the people of the South
Pacific countries for safcguarding peace
and security in the region and opposing
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family,” Pat said.

Naho Mori, an eight-year-old girl
from Hiroshima, Japan, said, “If a
nuclear bomb is dropped today, all my
friends here and in Japan will die. I
hate this.”

Pat is sure the children will rever
forget the days they have been together.

nuclear arms race and nuclear war,
Wu observes in the lctter. He expresses
the belief that to make the South Pacific
nuclear-free will contribute to peace and
security in the Asia-Pacific region.

Wu Xuegian stresses that the Chi-
nese government has all along respected
and supported the establishment of
nuclear free zone by non-nuclear states
through consultations among themselves
and voluntary agreement in light of the
specific conditions of the regions con-
cerned. The Chinese government has
long expressed in unequivocal terms its
support for the South Pacific countries’
proposal [or the establishment of the
nuclear free zone.

He points out that China has
always stated and undertaken not to use
or threaten to use nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear states or nuclear
free zones. The Chinese government
will scrupulously abide by the Protocols
Nos. 2 and 3 attached to the South
Pacific nuclear free zone treaty. China
is ready to join the South Pacific coun-
tries and all the other peace-loving coun-
iries in an unremitting effort for the
complete  prohibition and  thorough
destruction of nuclear weapons.

“When they become state leaders later,
they will do everything to maintain
world peace.”

Wang Tong, a Chinese schoolgirl
who received the peace prize last year,
was invited to light a candle on the
Great Wall, hoping for peace.
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The Chinese People’s National
Committee for the Defence
of Children

The Chinese Pcople’s National
Committee for the Defence of Children,
founded in 1951 on a broad Representa-
tive basis, is the rallying centre for peo-
ple in all walks of life who are enthusia-
tic promoters of the well-being of
children. The 105 members of the Com-
mittee come from the following 12
spheres of interest: public bealth, educa-
tion, science, culture and art, jurispru-
dence, physical culture, welfare and
relief, religion, minority nationality
affairs, women, youth and trade unions.

The tasks of the CPNCDC are to
carry out legislative acts concerning the
defence of children; to promote na-
tionwide activities catered to the in-
terests of children; to study ways and
means of improving the work concern-
ing children. The Committee {requently
sends its staff members out to partici-
pate in national meetings or other activi-
ties pertaining to children’s nutrition,
health, education, psychology, welfare
and relief, and the publication and
evalution of children’s literature. On
the basis of analytical study of the data
thus collected, the CPNCDC formulates
proposals concerning the protection of

children to be passed on to relevant
governmental departments and units.

The CPNCDC has established con-
tacts with UNICEF and taken part in its
activities. The Committee has developed
{riendly cooperation with many organiz-
ation and individuals elsewhere in the
world who are closely concernd with
children. Through the exchange of in-
formation and pooling of experience,
CPNCDC develops ties of friendship
with them in the common efforts to
safeguard world peace and thercby
defend the rights and interests of all
children.
Madame Soong Ching Ling, the
late Honorary President ol the People’s
Republic of China, and had been the
Chairman of the CPNCDC since its
inception and had led the work in the
interest of children's up to 1981, the
year of her demise.

The current Chairman of the
CPNCDC is Madame Kang Keging,
Vice-Chairman of the National Com-
mittee of the Chinesc People’s Political
Consultative Conference and President
of the All-China Women’s Federation.
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