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More than 40 scholars from Bei-
jing, Nanjing and Shanghai gathered in
Shanghai from May 20 to 22 to discuss
humanity’s most pressing problem —
how to avert war and defend peace. The
symposiura on peace was the first of its
kind in China.

Professor Zhou Peiyuan, President
of the Chinese People’s Association for
Peace and Disarmament, addressed the
opening session of the symposium. He
said the symposium should advance the
peace movement in China. He expressed
the hope that more scientists would take
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Symposium on Peace

Held in Shanghai

President Zhou Peiyuan (right), delivering a speech
at the Shanghai Symposium on Safeguarding World
Peace.

part in the discussion on the preserva-
tion of peace.

At the academic symposium, Chi-
na’s experience in the peace movement
was summed up; 26 papers on such sub-
jects as the possibility of a nuclear war
and peace were presented.

During the discussion, the partici-
pants reached consensus on some pro-
blems but failed to come to any conclu-
sions on others. For example, regarding
the question as to which will be more
favourable to the defence of peace —a
bi-polar or a multi-polar world ~— many




[image: image3.png]maintained that the current multi-polar
trend has become an important factor in
checking war and is therefore beneficial
to the defence of peace.

Some people questioned the vali-
dity of Karl von Clausewitz’s dictum
that “war is the extension and continua-
tion of politics.” They said von Clause-
witz's contention was no longer appli-
cable because war produced effects that
run counter to one’s wishes. Others,
however, held that the statement was
still valid, and pointed to the numerous

local wars throughout the world as evi-
dence.
Many scholars underscored the im-
portant roles of the third world, the peo-
ple of all countries and peace movements
in the struggle to safeguard world peace
as well as the relationship between peace
and development, the role of the United
Nations and other issues.
Tt can bc expected that with the
Shanghai symposium as a beginning,
Chinese scholars’s research on peace will
certainly entail still greater successes.

ACFTU Sponsors Trade Unions and Peace
International Forum

On April 26, 1986, the All-China
Federation of Trade Unions (ACFTU),
a member organization of the Chinese
People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament, hosted a Trade Unions
and Peace International Forum in Bei-
jing, which was attended by 30 repre-
sentatives from 11 countries and the In-
ternational Labour Organization. All
the participants spoke out freely and ex-
changed viewpoints on issues relating to
peace.

In his speech, ACFTU Vice-Presi-
dent, Luo Gan, said peace is an impor-
tant issue that concerns the people of
the entire world. As the creators of

human material and cultural wealth,
workers are the most ardent lovers and
supporters of peace. Workers under-
stand best what war means. A large-
scale war will not only take a toll of
millions of human lives but also destroy
the fruits of labour. They treasurc peace
and understand that without peace there
can be no social development or constant
improvement of workers’ life and that
only in peace can they fully develop
their talents and achieve high levels of
material and cultural development for
the benelit of mankind. But a look at
today’s rcalities tells us that the inter-
national situation remains turbulent and
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Today, the arms race between the
superpowers is intensifying and they are
escalating their nuclear arms race from
the land, sea and air to outer space. This
round of arms race is unprecedented
both in scale and in technical develop-
ment and its serious consequences are
inconceivable. Therefore, the world’s
people are now faced with a paramount
and urgent task to halt the arms race,
particularly in the nuclear field, in order
to safeguard world peace. It is our
consistent view that the two superpowers
possessing the largest nuclear and con-
ventional atsenals should bear major re-
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sponsibility for disarmament. They
should take the lead in halting the test,
production and deployment of all types
of nuclear weapons and drastically re-
duce and then destroy on the spot all
types of nuclear weapons they have de-
ployed inside or outside their countries.
This will create favourable conditions
for the convocation of a broadly repre-
sentative international conference on
nuclear weapon states to discuss mea-
sures for further nuclear disarmarment.
The Chinese workets are opposed to any
country’s developing, testing and deploy-
ing outer spacc weapons in any form.
Not only should nuclear armament be
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substantially cut back. The Chinese
workers hope the United Statcs and the
Soviet Union will reach, through serious
negotiations, disarmament agreement
which will be conducive to relaxing the
international tension but will not harm
the interests of any third country. Deeds
rather than words are needed for the
realization of disarmament.

The Chinese workers are fully
aware of the historical role they are to
play, and they believe that an economi-
cally prosperous and politically stable
China, by persisting in an independent
foreign policy of peace, will be a strong
force to check war and safeguard world
peace. The Chinese workers and trade
unions support the consistent stand of
their government on peace and disarma-
ment as well as the series of practical
actions taken of its own accord to this
end. During the Sixth Five-Year Plan
(1981-1985), China steadily cut back
its defence spendings. Last year, the
Chinese Government decided to reduce
the army by one million men so that the
money thus saved could be used for eco-
nomic development and improvement of
people’s livelihood. It has solemnly de-
clared time and again that at no time and
under no circumstances will China be
the first to use nuclear weapons and that
it undertakes unconditionally the com-
mitment not to use nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear states and regions.
Not long ago, it announced the decision
to stop further atmospheric nuclear tests.

In recent years, China has taken practical
measures to shift part of the defence
production capabilities to civilian pro-
duction, the scope of which is steadily
growing. Take the aeronautics industry
as an example. The proportion of civi-
lian-use products in the total output
value will rise from 40 per cent in 1985
to 80 per cent at the end of the Seventh
Five-Year Plan (1986-1990). At the same
time, work is being stepped up to train
servicemen to become skilled in both
army and civilian jobs so that the army
will be an important pool providing
technical forces for peaceful construc-
tion. The Chinese trade unions have
taken an active part in the above-men-
tioned activities and have all along ex-
plained to the workers the tasks of
maintaining world peace, supporting the
just struggle of the people of all coun-
tries and speeding up peaceful construc-
tion.

N. Muendane, representative of the
Azanian Trade Unions Co-ordination
Centre, said purely regarding peace as
the absence of war is inadequate. Peace
is much more than that: it is the absence
of the threat of war and the absence of
suspicion and sense of insecurity in in-
ternational relations, and it is the exis-
tence of the opportunity for creative
human potential to advance.

Dusan Bogdanov Senko, member of
Yugoslavia’s Presidential Council of the
Confederation of Trade Unions, said
the main obstacle to relieving interna-
tional tension is the rivalry between
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[image: image6.png]state blocs and the big powers, the con-
sequence of which has been an escalat-
ing arms race, the frequent use of force
and heightened animosity between
nations. The burden of the arms race
is borne first by the workers.

Matsui Yashukiko and Yokohara
Yukio, representatives from TJapan,
stressed mankind should learn from the
explosion of the atomic bomb in Japan
more than 40 years ago. Even now, they
pointed out, 430,000 people still suffer
from diseases related to the explosion.
Today, mankind is surrounded by
60,000 nuclear warheads, whose total
power is equivalent to one million
Hiroshima bombs.

A delegate from the Federation of
Trade Unions of the Congo said peace
is consistent with the desire of all peo-
ples for independence, freedom and

other basic rights, Therefore, when
racism, apartheid and colonialism pre-
vail in South Africa and Namibia, peace
in other parts of the world as well as in
the region is disturbed and security no
longer exists. Peace not only involves
ending the arms race or initiating disar-
mament. Peace also means beginning
a new era of international political, eco-
nomic and socio-cultural relations. Peace
is the development of co-operation and
solidarity between nations and the eli-
mination of colonialism, neo-colonia-
lism, racism, apartheid, terrorism and
hotbeds of tension throughout the
world.

That peace be based on justice and
equality was the general consensus at
the forum. The delegates appealed to
the workers of the world to act in sup-
port of world peace.
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—Sidelights on “Save Lif¢ on Earth” International
Exbihition of Posters

To the delight of Chinese visitors,
“Save Life on Earth” International Ex-
hibition of Posters on the theme of peace
was opcned on July 7, 1986, at the Chi-
nese Art Gallery in Beijing.

The exhibition was organized by
woman paintet Nyna Polumbaum and a
group of American artists for opposing
the threat of nuclear war and for world
peace. The exhibition, which is a tour
show for two years, had its debut on
June 28, 1985, in Budapest, Hungary.
Over 150 artists from more than 20
countries contributed their works to the
exhibition. As an expression of the
feelings of one billion Chinese people,
28 Chinese painters, such as Li Keran
and Wu Zuoren, have been actively in-
volved in the creative activities for the
exhibition. Beijing is the sixth stop for
the cxhibition which has been put on
show in Hungary, the Headquarters of
the United Nations, the Soviet Union,
Norway and the Federal Republic of
Germany. The plan for the exhibition
was sponsored by the International

Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear
War.

The exhibition hall was in green
for all the paintings on show put against
green background measuring 55 by 75
centimeters and having a white circle in

Painting by Li Keran presented on the “Safe live
on Earth” Painting Exhibition.
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the middle symbolizing the earth.
Artists” imagination freewhecled on the
“earth”. In the introduction of the ex-
hibition, Bernard Lown, Co-President of
International Physicians for the Preven-
tion of Nuclear War, recipient of the
1985 Nobel Peace Prize, made a call to
the world: “Intellectual grasp of the
problem docs not suffice. Only art and
poetry can help us grasp the dimesnsions
of the tragedy threatening a beleaguered
planet.” Impassioned and creative ar-
tists filled colours and lines with human
emotions and portrayed the disaster in-
flicted upon humanity by nuclear war.
A Japanese artist contributed a painting
of a clock with its hour hand and minute
hand in the shape of nuclear missiles
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which are getting closer to the end
marked “Bomb™. A Soviet painter por-
trayed the earth as a shooting target to
show people’s growing worries. The
bullet holes are crossing the outer rings
and reaching the man on the bull’s-eye.

Well-known Chinese scientist Zhou
Peiyuan, President of Chinese People’s
Association for Peace and Disarmament,
was very much impressed by the exhi-
bition and exclaimed: “People only
have one life. But the nuclear arsenals
of the United States and the Soviet Unjon
can destroy the earth several score
times over!” Exhibits with various mo-
tives symholizing the earth, such as tiny
carth in the grip of black fingers, ring-
shaped nuclear radiation, thousands and
millions of pcople fleeing in panic dur-
ing nuclear war, all clearly show that
Saving Life on Earth is no alarmist talk,
but is a matter of great urgency.

To express the desire for peace, the
coramon aspiration of all humanity, is
the eternal motif and responsibility of
art. Painters from Mexico, Chile and
other countries portrayed pregnant
women in their paintings to convey the
message that “Mother carries life and
peace”. Frank Leuchet from the German
Democratic Republic linked in silver
lines the stars that dotted the night sky
to form the word “PEACE”, to express
people’s worries over the militarization
of outer spacc and the desire for the
peaceful usc of the outer space.

Can the world of today keep peace?
Laville [rom France answercd this ques-
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sile that looks like a mouse is caught in
a mousetrap, unable to reach the tiny
bait that symbolizes the earth, while a
gentleman in suit who represents man-
kind stands by, giving a victorious smile.
The message that humanity should and
will be able to prevent nuclear war is
conveyed in a light-hearted manner.
Many paintings struck the visitors
by their concisc layout and rich symbolic
power. One hundred or so paintings
are not enough for a peace epic. None-

theless they carry the call for peace by
the people the world over. Well-known
Chinese poet Ai Qing has written a poem
“Wish” for the occasion of the exhibi-
tion, a poem that expresses all peoples’
aspiration:
We sing . . .
Sing a song of peace
Sing a song that delights the ear
Sing a song that,
despite mountains and seas
Will reach the farthest corners of
the world
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The Chinese People Yearn for
Peace in the World

ince the founding in June last year
and particularly in conjunction
with its activities to mark the Inter-
national Year of Peace, the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Association for Peace and Disar-
mament has received many letters from
people of all walks of life throughout the
country. The letters expressed the Chi-
nese people’s ardent desire for peace.

Why must we treasure peace? How
can we maintain it? Many of these let-
ters sought to give answers to these
questions.

Yu Rusong, a retired engineer from
Shanghai, expressed his view by giving
an account of his own bitter experience.
He said 21.5 million Chinese people
were killed or wounded during the Se-
cond World War, and he was among the
wounded. At one point, he recalled,
the Japanese invaders sealed off his
neighbourhood in Shanghai, and once
when he attempted to cross a barbed
wire entanglement, he was discovered by
the enemy and beated up badly. Even
today he is still suffering from the ef-
fect. He appealed to all others to in-
culcate the next generation with the idea
of working for peace and against war of
aggression,
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Unfortunately, Yu said, today the
danger of war still exists and small-scale
wars are breaking out frequently.
Afghanistan and Kampuchea are being
used as test ground for new weapons.
The people of the whole world should
get galvanized into a mass movement to
safeguard world peace, and peace will
be won through the power of the people,
he observed.

Wu Wenzhuan, a staff member of
the Agricultural Bank of Binyang Coun-
ty, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Re-
gion, enclosed in his leiter an article he
wrote under the title of “For Mankind
— An Exploration for A Lasting World
Peace.” He said the article is meant
to be a present to world peace from an
ordinary citizen in China, a peace-loving
country. The article said to secure peace
by preventing and eliminating threat of
war is a common concernt of mankind.
Today science and technology are devel-
oping at a rapid pace. Mankind cannot
afford to have itself threatened and des-
troyed by nuclear technology, laser and
space vehicles it has created. Such fron-
tiers of science should serve entirely for
the benefit of man! Science should en-
tail blessing rather than disaster on




[image: image11.png]future generations. Therefore, every
honest person with good sense, whatever
his social status or political belief may
be, should contribute his share to world
peace.

The Chinese Government’s effort
to safeguard world peace enjoys the full
support of the Chinese people as it re-
flects their common desire.

Xie Kanggiang from Wuhan, Hu-

bei Province, began his letter with a re-
mark on the significance of the Chinese

Government’s decision to cut one million
of its troops and what that means to
peace. He said China is a pillar of the
world peace. China firmly follows the
five principles of peaceful coexistance
in its foreign relations. 1986 is the In-
ternational Year of Peace. It is neces-
sary to appeal to the whole world to halt
arms race and bring about disarmament.
People demand peace and oppose wat.

Lu Jian, a pupil from the No. 2
Technical School of Chengdu, Sichuan
Province, hailed the Chinese People’s
Rally for World Peace held on March 21
this year, saying it gave a great support
1o the cause of peacc. The rally enhanced
the awareness of the importance of and
concern for peace on the part of the
Chinese people cspecially the young. He

said when he graduates from school in
June, he will continue to study well,
work hard and become competent so as
to make active contributions to the cause
of peace.

Innocent and artless children in
China, being influenced by their parents
and the society at large, long for a beau-
tiful world of peace. Such a sentiment
can be found in a letter written by the
whole of Clase 4 of Grade 4 of the No. 3
Primary School tun by the Qilu Petro-
chemical Corporation in Shandong Pro-
vince. They have heard, they said, of
the designation of 1986 as the Interna-
tional Year of Peace by the UN and are
aware that a peace torch will be lit at
the UN Headquatters on September 16
and sent around the world in relay. With
this in mind, they held a discussion on
“What shall we do for the International
Year of Peace ” A decision was reach-
ed to buy “oil samples” with the money
saved from after-school work and send
them to the UN for the peace torch. They
pledged they would work hand in hand
with the children of the whole school,
the whole corporation, the whole coun-
try and the whole world along with all
grown-ups to “add fuel” fo keep the
peace torch “ever-burning” and expedite
the realization of the peace and happi-
ness the world people have long aspired.
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on the opening session,

Safeguarding World Peace Is the
Bounden Duty of All Religious Believers

—WCRP Holds Council Meeting in Beijing

he International Council meeting of
the World Conference on Religion

and Peace (WCRP) opened in the Great
Hall of the People in the morning of June
25, 1986. Over 130 participants from
30 couniries attended the meeting.
Five member organizations of the
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Chinese People’s Association for Peace
and Disarmament took part in the pre-
peration and other work of the meeting.
They were the Chinese Buddhist Associa-
tion, the Chinese Taoist Association, the
Chinese Islamic Association, the Chi-
nese Patriotic Catholic Association and
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A prayer for peace service conducted by WCRP representatives of various religions.

the China National Protestant Three-self
Patriotic Movement Committec (self-
governing, self-supporting and self-pro-
pagating).

The theme discussed was peace
through work and praycr.

At the opening session, Zhao Pu
chu, President of the Chincse Buddhist
Association, Vice-President of the Chi-
nese People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament and Chairman of the Chi-
na Reception Committee of the WCRP
International Council Meeting, gave a
welcoming speech [irst. He said the
Chinese pcople love peace, so do the
Chinese religious believers. It is the con-
sistant stand of the Chinese people in-

cluding the rcligious believers to actively
support any cause that seeks to re-
lax world tension and defend world pea-
ce and justicc. The mecting will enable
us to cooperate morc closely and advance
together in the lofty cause of defending
world peace.

Baingen Erdini Qoigyu Gyancain,
Honorary President of the Chinese Budd-
hist Association said at the opening ses-
sion that peace is a common goal of all
religions as well as a lofty ideal of all
mankind. He said it was his sincere hope
that the pcople and the religious believers
of all countrics will closely unite and
contribute to the maintenance of world
peace and human happiness.
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dent of the WCRP and John Taylor, Se-
cretary-General of WCRP also addressed
the opening sesion.

At the second plenary session of the
council meeting in the morning of June
26, Zhao Puchu, President of the Chi-
nese Buddhist Association called on reli-
gious people all over the world to join
hands and strive for world peace through
work and prayer.

Zhao Puchu said the desire for hu-
man harmony and lasting peace is the
common point of departure of all reli-
gious believers and it is the bounden
duty of aill religious believers to safe-
guard peace. Therefore, religious belie-
vers in all countries should, in the spirit
of fraternity, actively participate in acti-
vities aimed at helping the third world
countries free themselves from hunger
and poverty. He then appealed to the
developed countries to take more sensi-
ble policies and, in the principle of mu-
tual benefit, provide help to the poor
countries in their efforts to develop their
countries and become prosperous.

He pointed out that religious belie-
vers are capable of displaying their
advantages in alleviating many regional
conflicts as bridges linking different
countries and nations.

He stressed that the Chinese reli-
gious believers regard the defence of
world peace as their sacred and unshrin-
kable duty. The Chinese religious belie-
vers ardently hope to establish broader
and deeper relations with religious belie-
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vers in other countries so as to deepen
mutual understanding, draw on each
others’ strong points and promote unity.
“Long and tortuous the road of defend-
ing peace may be, we will stick to it uns-
wervingly, for we are fully convinced
that the historical trend for peace is it-
resistable and mankind’s ideal for last-
ing peace will be realized,” he said.

In the afternoon of June 28, Ulan-
hu, Vice-President of the People’s Re-
public of China, met with the religious
people attending the meeting. He expres-
sed the Chinese people’s appreciation for
the efforts made by WCRP to maintain
world peace.

The current council meeting, Ulan-
hu said, was an important effort by
WCRP to safeguard world peace. It
would promote friendly exchanges be-
tween religious believers of China and
other countries. He expressed the belief
that world war can be prevented and
peace maintained with the efforts made
by peoples and peace forces of all coun-
tries the world over.

Nikkyo Niwano, Honorary Presi-
dent of the WCRP said, *“The reason for

this meeting to be held in China is be-
cause we believe that great China is a

force which cannot be ignored when we
discuss peace.”

A final message to the regional, na-
tional and local chapters of the WCRP
was adopted at the meeting.

During the meeting, the partici-
pants attended the pray-for-peace activi-
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At the closing session, Zhao Puchu
said, “We, sitting calmly in the hall re-
gardless of the differences of religious
believes, languages, races and cultural
background, have achieved common
understanding on matters under discus-
sion through effective exchange of
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views. We pray together, work together
and live together; our hearts called upon
and accepted cach other and we have
thereby expressed our common determi-
nation to safeguard world peace and op-
posing nuclear arms race.”

On June 30, the meeting closed
amid the prayer by people of different
religions.
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—r00-Metre-Long Scroll
Painting by 100 Children

In the afternoon of May 29 this
year, the front of the dancing hall of the
Chinese Children’s Centre was a magni-
ficent scenc of great joy. 100 children
aged between 4 and 12 were working
together on a giant scroll painting which
was 100 metres Jong and 83 centimetres
wide with the theme of “We Love
Peace.”

Some of them did freehand brush-
work in traditional Chinese painting
while others did in oils; some drew land-
scapes while others painted figures and
things. They gave full expression to
their true love for Nature, life and peace.
The pictures were a vivid reflection of
the pure and innocent wishes of chil-
dren. The 4-year old Xia Dan, after si-
zing up the canvas, took out a large
brush from the brush holder. She dip-
ped it into the ink and, holding it steadi-
ly, crawled on the canvas as she drew.
A tall willow with a crawling tortoise
and a napping hare under it emerged in
no time. The teachers and parents
around her shouted “Bravo!” “Young
painter” Kong Xiaohui, 12, painted “A
Little Girl Flying Doves” in a few
minutes.

The long scroll, which embodies
the sincere desire of the millions of Chi-
nese children for peace, will be present-
ed to the UN Organizing Committee of
the International Year of Peace in
October this year.
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A Trip to Britain
By Xu Wenming

T here was a nip in the air in London

when | got down from the plane in
mid April. Subsequently, several British
friends blamed to me in unison that
spring this year comes much later than

previous years. Daffodils, forsythias
and other spring flowers which used to
get full blossom this time of the year are
still in buds. Weather is as chilly and
damp as in late winter. However, dur-
ing my two-week stay in England, the
warm hospitality afforded to me and the
sincere talks I had with my old friends
and many new friends I made during this
trip made me feel heartwarming. The
warm friendship between people seemed
to disperse the early spring chill.

The International Peace Researc
Association is an international peace re-
scarch organization established in 1964,
Its Eleventh General Conference too
place at the University of Sussex in
Brighton. 1 was sent by the Chinese
People’s Association for Peace and
Disarmament to participate upon invita-
tion. It is fortunate for me to have such
a good opportunity to exchange views
and learn from the scholars from various
countries, who have engaged in peace
research, while receive warm welcome
from them as well as from the leadershi
of TPRA.

There was a broad representation
among the participants at the IPRA con-
ference. Over 300 scholars and specia-
lists from 50 or so countties filled the
hall at the opening plenary. Among
them, scholars from the United States,
Japan, Western and Northern European
countries consisted of the majority.
Eastern European couniries and the
Soviet Union sent their representatives
too. Tt was heartening to note that over
60 scholars from 20 or so Third World
countries participated, which signified
that peace research has spread to the
Third World and the topics of peace re-
search have cxtended to peace and deve-
lopment. Mr. George Kutukdjian,
Director General of UNESCO Human
Rights and Peace Division spoke at the
opening plenary and participated in the
panel discussion. Mayor of Brighton
hosted a reception in honour of the par-
ticipants. Scholars from various coun-
tries have engaged in research work from
different angles, on the topics of peace,
disarmament, conflict, development and
etc. A large number of papers written
by them have been read and discussed at
different panels. They have made each
own contribution to safeguard world
peace, strive for disarmament, relaxation
of international tension, raise the undet-
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[image: image18.png]standing of the masses to oppose nuclear
weapons and prevent a nuclear war.
These conscientious and earnest spirit
and their devotion to the cause of peace
research deserved great admiration.
After the conference, with the ar-
rangement by Ms. Scilla McLean of Ox-
ford Research Group and through the
appointments 1 made with my old
friends, provided me with the oppor-
tunities to get in touch and exchange
views with people from various peace
resear-h institutes and peace organiza-
tions in Britain. Ienjoyed their gracious
hospitality. Through these contacts, I
was able to get a preliminary understan-
ding of their livelihood, work, problems
and their efforts and devotion to the
cause of peace. I have had a personal
experience of the friendly sentiments of
the British people to the Chinese people
and the impression that the desire for
peace and oppose war is indeed very
popular in Britain which has gradually

formed into a strong peace force to res-
trict war that cannot be taken lightly.

At the same time, 1 gave some talks
and answered to their questions on peace
and disarmament stand taken by China
which they were interested. They were
inspired by the specific disarmament
measures and actions taken by China in
recent years. Under the lofty aim of
safeguarding world peace, we exchang-
ed views and attained the goal of enhan-
cing mutual understanding and friend-
ship, on the basis of mutual respect,
learning from each other and sceking
common grounds while deserving dif-
ferences. In this sense, my trip to Britain
was a Success.

When | bade farewell to Britain
on April 28, the weather in London was
much warmer, spring flowers were in
full blossom. A sunlit and enchanting
scene of spring prevailed. It seemed to
manifest the warm send-off by my
British friends.

18




[image: image19.png]INTRODUCTION TG THE MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

The All-China Federation of Trade Unions
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The trade unions of China are mass
organizations formed voluntarily by Chi-
nese workers and staff members. The
total membership of the Chinese trade
unions had reached 80.29 million by the
end of 1984. The All-China Federation
of Trade Unions (ACFTU) is the unitary
national leading body of all the Chinese
trade unions.

Under the unified leadership of the
ACFTU, there are now 29 trade union
councils of provinces, autonomous re-
gions and municipalities directly under
the Central Government, and 15 na-
tional industrial trade unions According
to statistics collected at the end of 1984,
there were altogether more than 460,000
primary trade union organizations in the
country.

On May 1, 1925, the All-China
Federation of Trade Unions was found
ed. In the past 60 years, the Chinese la-
bor movement and trade union work
have experienced two historical periods:
the period of democratic revolution and
that of socialist revolution and socjalist
construction.

During the period of democratic
revolution, the Chinese trade unions or-
ganized workers to wage economic and
political struggles in various forms (in-
cluding many mammoth strikes) for sa-
feguarding their vital interests, for na-
tional liberation and for the overthrow-
ing of the domination of imperialism,

feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism.
On October, 1949, the People’s Re-
public of China was founded and conse-
quently, a new historical period was
ushered in for the Chinese labor move-
ment and trade union work. Since the
Chinese working class becomes the
leading class of the country and master
of the new society, the Chinese trade
unions, as the broad mass organizations
of the working class and important so-
cial and political groups, have been play-
ing an important role in our country’s
political, economic and social lives.

In October 1983, the Chinese trade
unions held. their Tenth National Con-
gress, which summed up both positive
and negative experiences in the trade
union work after the founding of new
China. The Congress made it clear that
the essential task of the Chinese labor
movement in the new period when the
people of the whole couniry are engaged
in the socialist economic construction
with all their efforts, is to unite the
broad masses of workers and staff mem-
bers in striving to quadruple the 1980’s
gross output value of indusiry and agri-
culture by the end of the century and
progressively to build China into a mo-
dern socialist country with a high level
of civilization and democracy. The
congress also laid down the principle for
trade union work in the new period, that
is, with the four modernizations as the
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[image: image20.png]central task, to speak on behalf of the
workers and staff membets, work for
them, protect their legitimate rights and
interests, strengthen political and ideo-
logical as well as general and technologi-
cal education among them, build
up a dedicated, highminded, well-edu-
cated and disciplined contingent of
workers and staff members and bring
into full play the role of the working
class as the main force in developing so-
cialist material and spiritual civilization.
This principle started to be implemented
in 1984.

In their international activities the
Chinese trade unions adhere to the prin-
ciples of independence, equality, mutual
respect, noninterference in each other’s
internal affairs in developing friendly
relations with trade unions the world

over, regardless of their ideology and in-
ternational affiliation. At present, the
Chinese trade unions have entered into
friendly relations with trade unions in
120 countries and regions with different
political tendencies. In 1983, the Chi-
nese trade unions resumed their activi-
ties in the International Labor Organi-
zation,

Through bilateral contacts and
multi-lateral activities, the Chinese trade
unions are endeavoring to promote the
mutual understanding and friendship
with workers and trade union organiza-
tions of various countries, strengthen
the unity between the Chinese working
class and that of all countries. and fight
side by side with them for safeguarding
world peace and promoting the progres-
sive cause of mankind.
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