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Peaceful Development

The World is in Chaos while China is Rising Peacefully
By Yu Hongjun

Foreign Affairs Committee Member of the CPPCC National Committee, Vice President of
Chinese People's Association for Peace and Disarmament and former Vice Minister of the
International Department of the CPC, as well as part-time professor and doctoral tutor for
National School of Administration and Renmin University

What should China do in the current
situation when the world situation is
undergoing major changes, adjustments and
transformation? How should China co-ordinate
both the international overall situation and
domestic overall situation?

The world today is in a period of profound
changes, adjustments and transformation. The
international situation is changing
unpredictably, the vagaries of the world
economy, and geopolitical conflict continues
unceasingly, global problems are increasing,
China’s surrounding environment is also facing
profound changes. Facing the world of chaos,
China, under the guidance of Xi Jinping
diplomatic thought, has constantly written a
new chapter in major country diplomacy with
Chinese characteristics.

Instability, uncertainty and
unpredictability become the new normal of
international relations

The chaos in the world today began in the
late 1980s as the former Soviet Union and
Eastern European countries were changing
significantly. In the mega-changes that led to a
serious imbalance of international power, the
Soviet Union was disintegrated, Warsaw Pact
dissolved, and the Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance disappeared. Both the
European Union and NATO have expanded

eastward, and the geopolitical environment in
Europe has undergone profound changes. In the
past 30 years, the mega-changes in the region
have not yet completely come to an end, the
turmoil in the Middle East has spread
indefinitely, and the upheaval of the world has
become even worse.

There are piles of problems seen in the
western world. After the outbreak of the
sovereign debt crisis in EU in 2008, a rift
suddenly came to the surface. In recent years,
the surging refugees intensified the EU crisis,
the UK announced its withdrawal from the EU.
In this context, conservatism, populism and
racism are on the rise, and the de-globalization
movement within the European Union is
surging high..

The polarization of the United States has
intensified, and many cities have witnessed the
outbreak of the "occupying" protests movement.
Faced with the increasingly deepening
institutional crisis, struggles between the
Democratic Party and the Republican party
constantly lead to the great disappointments of
the broad public in traditional politics. The
already disordered world has become
increasingly confused and at a loss.

Xi Jinping diplomatic thought provides
a powerful thinking engine for China's
diplomacy
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"What could we do when the world is in
such a mess?" In response to the century-old
question, China has worked out a satisfactory
answer. Since the 18th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China, China has held
high the banner of peace, development,
cooperation and all-win outcomes, and has put
forward building a community of shared future
for mankind as a new foreign policy. Since then,
seeking all-win cooperation has become
another core task of China's foreign policy.
Building a "community of shared future for
mankind" has become China's lofty goal in
international affairs.

In March 2013 during a visit to Russia, Xi
Jinping for the first time stated his basic
views and policy propositions on the world. He
points out that in our world, peace,
development, cooperation and all-win
outcomes have become the trend of the times. A
large number of emerging market economies
and developing countries have embarked on the
fast track of development, and the balance of
international power continues to develop in the
direction for world peace and development.
Interconnectivity and interdependence of
various countries are unprecedentedly
deepened, which more and more becomes a
community of shared future.

Based on the above judgment, Xi Jinping
stressed that in the face of perplexing
international security threats, neither
single-handed efforts nor force superstition are
feasible, only cooperative security, collective
security and common security are the right
choice for solution. Cooperation and win-win
outcomes are the practical way to achieve this
goal.

In March 2013, having attended the
BRICS Leaders' Summit in South Africa, Xi
Jinping once again analyzed the world situation
and the common problems faced by mankind.
He proposed that no matter how the
international situation changes, we should

always adhere to peaceful development and
all-win cooperation; no matter how the
international architecture changes, we should
always adhere to equality and democracy,
inclusiveness, respect for the rights to
independent choice of social system and the
road of development, and respect for the
diversity of civilizations; no matter how the
global governance system changes, we should
actively participate in and play a constructive
role, and promote the international order to
develop in more just and equitable direction,
and provide an institutional guarantee for world
peace and stability. He advocates vigorously
promoting the construction of a global
partnership for development, and the common
prosperity of all countries; making efforts to
develop economy, improve people's livelihood,
and add more points of growth for world
economy; pushing various countries to
strengthen macroeconomic policy coordination,
reform the international monetary and financial
system, promote trade and investment
liberalization and facilitation; participating in
the international development agenda making,
making full use of the accumulation of human
productivity and material resources to complete
the UN Millennium Development Goals,
narrowing the development gap between the
South and the North, and promoting global
development more balanced.

In November 2014, Xi Jinping presided
over the Central Foreign Affairs Work
Conference, which first proposed that China's
diplomacy should show the Chinese
characteristics, Chinese spirit and Chinese style,
and has made overall arrangements for a major
country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics.
Since then, Xi Jinping, taking a broad view of
the changing international situation, and the
overall command of China’s diplomacy, has
soon formed the theoretical system of
international relations with all-win cooperation
as the basic concept, and building a community
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of shared future for mankind as the value
pursuit, composed of a new world outlook, a
new civilization concept, a new security
concept, a new development concept, a new
cooperation concept, a new responsibility
concept. Under the guidance of Xi Jinping
diplomatic thought, a major country diplomacy
with Chinese characteristics has continuously
yielded achievements.

Vigorously build major countries
relations and a peripheral environment of
good neighborliness

The relationship among major countries is
the core element in international relations and
the vane and navigator of the developing
international situation.

The Sino-U.S. relations is the most
important relations among the major countries
in the world today. Xi Jinping attaches great
importance to the Sino-U.S. relations. As soon
as having become Chinese president, Xi
Jinping defines the Sino-U.S. relations as a
new-type major countries relationship
featuring non-conflict, non-confrontation,
mutual respect and all-win cooperation. Then,
he puts forward four-point suggestion on the
Sino-U.S. relations: enhancing mutual trust and
commanding the orientation; strengthening
consensus to resolve differences with mutual
respect; deepening cooperation with equality
and mutual benefit; focusing on the people and
deepening friendship. After Trump took office,
Xi Jinping has adopted a constructive attitude
and strengthened communication with Trump
to guide the bilateral relations to the
development trajectory of cooperation and
competition complementary to each other, and
urged the U.S. new administration to accept the
principles of new-type major countries relations
put forward by China, and abide by "one
China" policy. Facing the new variables of the
Sino-U.S. relations, China has taken the
"struggle and maintenance" as its bottom line

and firmly commanded the initiative of
bilateral relations.

China-Russia relations play a pivotal role in the
world today. The two sides confirm that the central
task of the developing bilateral relations is to increase
mutual political support, expand pragmatic
cooperation and strengthen coordination and
cooperation in international and regional affairs. In
2014, Xi Jinping made a special trip to Russia to
attend the Opening Ceremony of the Winter Olympics.
In 2015, the two sides signed the Joint Statement on
Deepening the Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative
Partnership and Promoting All-win Cooperation, the
two head of states from the two countries attended
each other’s anti-fascist victory parade, highlighting
the maturity and stability of the strategic cooperative
partnership of the two sides. Over the past two years,
the Sino-Russian political mutual trust has been
continuously strengthened, and pragmatic cooperation
has been advancing at full speed. In regional and
international affairs, broad prospects for cooperation
are shown.

The relationship between China and the
European Union is also one of the most important
bilateral relations in the world today. The two sides
have already reached a consensus on the combination
of the two major forces, the two major markets and
the two major civilizations. In March 2014, during Xi
Jinping's visit to Europe, China and the EU issued a
"Joint Statement" on deepening China-EU
comprehensive strategic partnership for mutually
benefit and all-win outcomes, jointly established "four
partnership" development goals on peace, growth,
reform and civilization. Despite the difficulties faced
by the European Union, China still regards the
European Union as an important force in the world
multi-polarization. Xi Jinping unequivocally expresses
China's firm support for European integration building.
In the context of the deepening integration of
China-EU interests, China will take measures such as
establishing a joint investment fund to expand
bilateral cooperation in such fields as high technology,
infrastructure, finance and so on.

China attaches great importance to relations
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among major countries and to its relations with
neighbors as well. In October 2013, the CPC Central
Committee held a Peripheral Diplomatic Work Forum
to further enhance the position of its peripheral
diplomacy in the overall layout of China's major
country diplomacy. Over the past 4 years, Xi Jinping
has visited neighboring countries, participated in
multilateral meetings in the surrounding regions,
personally carried out public diplomacy on peripheral
affairs, and vigorously promoted the establishment of
various forms of communities such as community of
development, community of interests, community of
responsibility and a community of shared future.
Although there are some problems in regions
surrounding China, yet the features that the situation is
controllable have not changed. The Chinese policy to
maintain friendship and partnership with our
neighbors, and to build harmonious, secure and
prosperous neighborhood, and especially Xi Jinping's
promotion of amity, sincerity, benefit and
inclusiveness concept has been widely recognized.
China's unique role in the Asia-Pacific region and the
world at large will eventually be accepted by the
surrounding countries.

The Belt and Road Initiative opens up a new
path of peace, development and all-win
cooperation.

Between September and October 2013, during
his visit to Central Asian and Southeast Asian
countries, Xi Jinping proposed a initiative that China
will expand cooperation with relevant countries by
jointly building the Silk Road Economic Belt and the
21st Century Maritime Silk Road (The Belt and Road
Initiative). The Belt and Road Initiative conforms to
the trend of world multi-polarization, economic
globalization, cultural diversity, and social
informationization, in an effort to promote the free
flow of economic factors orderly, high-efficient
allocation of resources and the market deepened
integration, and economic policy coordination of
various countries along the routes, and to build an
open, inclusive, balanced and universal regional
cooperation framework, the focus of which is policy

connectivity, infrastructure connectivity, trade
connectivity, financing connectivity and people-to
people connectivity.

Pushed by China directly, the international
community gives extensive support and participates in
the construction of the Belt and Road. China-initiated
establishment of an Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank has opened with a good start, and the
China-funded Silk Road Fund operates smoothly.
China-Pakistan, China-Mongolia-Russia, China -
Central Asia - West Asia, China - South China
Peninsula, India-China-Bangladesh-Burma and the
new Eurasian Continental Bridge, these six economic
corridors construction comprehensively unfolded.
Unicom, China and Europe's "Central Europe
commuter express are being built into the world's
well-known logistics brands with an international
competitiveness and good reputation. The early
harvest and achievements are far greater than
expected.

In May 2017, The Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation held in Beijing. Xi Jinping
in his speech expounded the lofty goals of China’s
advocating the Belt and Road construction and era
significance of carrying forward the spirit of the Silk
Road. This makes the international community more
aware that The Belt and Road Initiative is essentially
for China to guide neighboring countries for mutually
beneficial cooperation, to bring the whole world to
work together for linked development, to jointly
pioneer the path to peace and prosperity, the path of
openness and innovation and the path of civilization,
and to collectively build a community of shared future
for mankind.

Nowadays, The Belt and Road construction as
China-advocated and promoted cause has become the
common action of various countries, especially the
developing countries in the world for cooperative
development, inclusive development, linked
development and all-win development. The
comprehensive rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is
making a new contribution to the cause of human
progress.
(Excerpts of the article in the Study Times 26 July 2017 )
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Overseas Friends View China

One Chinese political donation does not a scandal make

By Professor the Hon. Bob Carr, Director of the Australian-China Relations Institute
at the University of Technology Sydney.

Let’s be clear. Efforts by any country to subvert
Australia should be investigated, monitored and
brought to light Yes, let’s ban donations from
non-citizens. Let’s go further still - my own
suggestion - and ban any donations that might
reasonably be suspected as seeking to influence
Australian foreign policy.

However, almost a week after ABC’s Four
Corners screened its episode Power and Influence:
How China’s Communist Party is Infiltrating
Australia, we have evidence of donations by two
Chinese to Australian political parties, Two. This is the
paltry revelation that produced this week’s sensational
headlines along the lines of ‘China buys our politics’,
‘Chinese cash’ in Farfax newspapers and ABC
bulletins.

The finance pages of the Australian media feature
large Chinese entities. Some are state-owned, such as
State Grid and Yancoal. There are six Chinese banks
and six airlines, many resource companies. There’s the
Chinese Investment Corporation, part-owner of the
Port of Melbourne. Gina Rinehart has a Chinese
consortium as a partner in Kidman.

There are 300 companies in the China Chamber
of Commerce in Australia.

There have been 1500 rich Chinese immigrants
since 2012.

Yet with the dust settled we have this revelation:
two donors. And one of those two donors, as The
Australian’s Simon Benson reported yesterday, is in
fact an Australian citizen.

Let’s tease that out. If you insist on classing a
naturalized Australian who was born in China as a

foreigner, well that’s a big step. Discard naturalization
and make the determinant their country of birth and,
whoa! That opens a Pandora’s box. One that would
have seen Dick Pratt (born in Gdansk), Frank Lowy
(bon in Czechoslovakia) plus any number of
Greek-born Australians or Lebanese-born Australians
banned from donating to Australian parties. Big step,
that.

Back to that single big donation from a Chinese
national. Were there a strategic and systemic attempt
by the Chinese to buy influence in Australia, may we
have expected something more? Donations from the
large companies, many state-owned? Fat cheques from
some of those l’ve listed above (and that’s hardly an
exhaustive list)? Not a cent apparently.

Some operation. Some Beijing puppet master. As
an attempt to buy the politics of a nation-state it would
not make a case study at the CIA’s Langley
headquarters (since a third of the CIA’s exemplary
covert action in the 1970’s involved funding overseas
political parties). It would have been derisorily
dismissed in any Russian academy of subversive
science.

Let’s assume ASIO briefed Australian political
parties on the two men (as Fairfax and Four Corners
reported) and the parties kept soliciting donations
from them. I doubt if the Liberal Party national
director or ALP national secretary would have heard
something from ASIO they considered alarming and
then placed their parties and leaders at risk (and
consigned their own careers to the dustbin) by
pressing ahead and seeking money from entities ASIO
said were proven high-risk sources. That would have
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been worse than a crime, a blunder.
Might it be assumed that the ASIO brief was far

from conclusive? Four Comers and Fairfax produced
two examples of the mobilization of Australia’s
Chinese community. Let’s examine them. First, there
were rallies for the 2008 Olympics. This was around
nine years back, and we’re still bruised? Second, the
large crowds welcoming Premier Li Keqiang when he
visited in March. Any different from the Jewish
community mobilization for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu this year? It was a good deal
less than the joyous Indian celebration when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visited in 2014.

These dark references to mobilization are barely
stronger than last year’s China panic: ‘Mao
commemoration concerts.’ In the end there was no
evidence of support from any of the Chinese media
here or from Chinese diplomats in Australian. The
notion of Mao concerts - repellent, to be sure - melted
into thin air.

There is scant evidence of the 1.2 million
Chinese in Australia being mobilized on foreign
policy questions such as the South China Sea. The
biggest issues in the Chinese community in the last
federal election, according to some political
campaigners, were Safe Schools and Muslim
immigration. Liberal and Labor organizers will tell
you there wasn’t a murmur about Scarborough Shoal
or the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands. I doubt a single
federal MP has received a delegation on the subjects.
In any case, many migrant communities reserve the
right to lobby our government on foreign policy
matters that touch their country of origin: Irish,
Greeks, Macedonians, Turks, Tamils, Rohingya,
Cypriots, and Jews in respect of Israel. It’s striking, in
fact, there has been so little from a community as vast
as the Chinese. Perhaps they’re too busy with business
and professional life and getting their kids into
university.

It’s an arrogant assumption among (Anglo)

journalists that the Chinese in Australia are so simple
they can be corralled and marshaled by Chinese agents.
Or that, in the age of social media, they will buy a
pro-Beijing line because it appears ex cathedra in a
Chinese-language paper.

The ABC’s Chris Uhlmann wrote that Andrew
Robb lobbies for a ‘Communist Party-backed trade
park’. This struck me as a curious formulation.
Uhlmann was referring to the Rizhao trade park
supported by the local government council. It would
make as much sense to indict Robb for arriving in
China via a ‘communist-backed’ international airport,
travelling to central Beijing on a ‘communist-backed’
expressway and staying in a ‘communist-backed’
hotel.

China’s political system is one-party,
Marxist-Leninist. So this point (‘communist-backed’)
can be leveled at every aspect of its life, from sewage
systems to dental surgery. Of course Australians
would be united in wishing China had pluralist politics
and competitive elections. But for now it doesn’t and
we deal with China as it is. That means, among all
else, watching out for whatever it may do in domestic
Australian affairs.

For Corners, briefed by ASIO, produced one
example of possible Chinese espionage, brought to
light by an ASIO raid on the home of a retired
intelligence official, Roger Uren, married to Chinese
Sheri Yan. The raid took place in 2015. It has not
resulted in a prosecution.

Given this gauzy instance is the only example
Four Corners had, and that too after an ASIO briefing,
either the Chinese spies are hopeless or our boys,
steeled in Cold War combat against the Russians, are
too good for them.

Australia has an overseas intelligence-gathering
agency. It is called ASIS. It might be assumed that it
gathers espionage in China. Maybe that’s what
countries do. Spy on one another and try to block
others from spying on you. Just a thought.
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